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PART 1: Editorial Introduction & Featured Article

Editorial Introduction (Kristof Decoster): The newsletter opens with reflections on the US midterm election outcome, where a decisive
Democratic victory—driven by green economic populism and public health priorities—reshaped political momentum. In global health emergency
governance, the Independent Panel for Pandemic Preparedness and Response released a critical report on Mpox, reiterating that ‘a health
emergency is a sign of failure, not the starting point for outbreak control'. Neglecting preventable diseases caught nations off-guard, serving as a
reminder for the ongoing 9th Pathogen Access and Benefit-Sharing (PABS) negotiations in Geneva. Meanwhile, The Elders issued an urgent alert
to G20 leaders regarding the escalating Ebola emergency in the DRC.

In health governance and finance, the Global Fund Board meeting marked the return of Mark Dybul as Executive Director. The editorial calls for
enhanced transparency in leadership selection processes for billion-dollar global health initiatives. Additionally, seven candidates have officially
entered the WHO Director-General race ahead of the November candidates' forum, and preparations for COP31 in Antalya highlight WHO's
Trillion-Dollar Climate-Health Case. Finally, global economic data reveals that 5.7 billion people (71% of the global population) live under
austerity measures. Decoster advocates for investing in an 'economy of enough'—prioritising care, education, social cohesion, and nature as
fundamental pillars of societal resilience.

FEATURED ARTICLE FOCUS

Featured Article Summary: 'The new global health philanthropists are in a hurry to do good'

By Jil Molenaar (MSc, PhD, Reproductive and Maternal Health Unit, ITM Antwerp)

Upcoming initial public offerings (IPOs) of leading Atrtificial Intelligence firms (such as Anthropic and OpenAl) are set to generate tens of billions
of dollars in philanthropic capital as founders and early investors pledge vast shares of their wealth (e.g., Anthropic co-founders committing
80%). Much of this new funding is aligned with Effective Altruism (EA), which favours quantitative, quick-return interventions evaluated by
intermediaries like GiveWell.

Key Implications for Global Health:

 Preference for Techno-Fixes: Donors lean heavily toward single-product technological solutions (vaccines, Al diagnostics, health tools) over
systemic reform.

« Impatience & Short Timelines: Driven by expectations of rapid technological progress, funders demand fast results, pulling the field back
toward vertical, disease-specific programmes.

» Erosion of Country Sovereignty: Massive private pledges with heavy donor-imposed conditions (e.g., GiveWell's $2-3B Malaria Impact
Accelerator offer) threaten to undermine low- and middle-income countries' control over national health priorities.

« Strategic Opportunity: Because much capital flows into Donor-Advised Funds (DAFs) before disbursement, the global health community has
a vital window to persuade Al philanthropists to support sustainable, bottom-up health system strengthening.

PART 2: Comprehensive Subsection Summaries

1. PABS Negotiations: Round 9 (IGWG 9, 2-13 Nov)

The 9th session of the Intergovernmental Working Group (IGWG) convened in Geneva to negotiate the PABS Annex of the WHO Pandemic
Agreement. Dr Anne-Claire Amprou (France) was elected co-chair alongside Ambassador Tovar Da Silva Nunes (Brazil). Developing country
blocs (Africa Group, EMRO, Group for Equity) reiterated that access to pathogen samples/sequences and enforceable benefit-sharing are
inseparable pillars under Article 12, rejecting proposed hybrid models that dilute equity.

2. Ebola Emergency

The Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) reached critical levels, with high mortality across cases (10,414 infections;
reported case fatality ratio >51.6%). The Elders published an open letter urging G20 leaders to release promised emergency funds and guarantee
vaccine access. WHO recommended adding two candidate vaccines (Oxford/Serum ChAdOx1 and Moderna mRNA-1469) to the Tumaini trial in
DRC, while Starlink terminals and US bilateral specimen-sharing agreements raised sovereignty and data governance questions.

3. Mpox (& PPPR)

The Independent Panel's report ‘Hiding in Plain Sight' revealed how decades of neglect in poor Central/West African communities allowed mpox to
mutate into easily transmissible variants, triggering two global PHEICs. Co-chair Helen Clark and Dr Els Torreele stressed that emergency
declarations represent public health failures, urging direct investment in primary healthcare, local surveillance, and context-relevant diagnostics.
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4. More on PPPR & Global Health Security (GHS)

A Nature Comment introduced 'symptom preparedness—a 5-step framework (flagging clusters, Al detection, tiered case definitions,
broad-spectrum testing, updated clinician guidance) to identify emerging epidemics with atypical symptoms. In Ukraine, medical teams deploy
specialized decontamination units to manage severe multi-drug resistant combat infections.

5. WHO Director-General Race

The official WHO candidate page went live featuring seven nominees for Director-General. Candidates including Dr Gevorg Tamamyan (Armenia)
and Dr Hanan Balkhy engaged in media Q&As addressing WHO governance, shrinking donor budgets, operational efficiency, and political
independence ahead of the first candidates' forum on 18-19 November.

6. Global Fund Board Meeting & Comeback of Mark Dybul

At its 56th meeting, the Global Fund Board approved the Malaria Impact Accelerator (a restricted private philanthropy mechanism with GiveWell).
Incoming Executive Director Mark Dybul emphasised that global health's future lies in domestic health systems, national sovereignty, and the
Accra Reset rather than agency mergers in Geneva. Dybul defended election process transparency and outlined plans to support countries
transitioning off aid.

7. Global Health Reform
The Accra Reset High-Level Panel's 10 recommendations received widespread backing, promoting 1-country plans, 1 budget, and country-led
coordination. Germany's BMZ issued a paper supporting health sovereignty. Conversely, G2H2 warned that the WHO-led Joint Process risks
cementing donor-driven power asymmetries, while a Lancet Global Health editorial urged an end to paternalistic Northern research practices while
upholding global health equity.

8. More on Global Health Governance & Financing/Funding

Following the US withdrawal from WHO, analyses highlight power shifts toward China, private philanthropies, and regional bodies like Africa CDC.
The 2026 Aid Transparency Index revealed transparency declines among major bilateral donors (US, UK, Germany) while multilaterals led. CGD
urged refocusing health aid on Low-Income Countries (LICs), France's AFD repositioned around strategic partnerships, and human rights experts
challenged IMF austerity recommendations.

9. Al & Global Tax Justice

A Guardian commentary by Naomi Klein and llana Glazer called for blocking reckless tech IPOs and enacting progressive wealth taxes on
billionaires. With billionaire wealth surging 40% in two years, the authors argued that closing tax loopholes and curbing corporate consolidation
are essential to fund public healthcare and vital social infrastructure.

10. Midterms, US Global Health Strategy & Bilateral Agreements

US Midterm elections yielded Democratic gains, creating champions for Medicaid restoration and 'Medicare for All' (e.g., Abdul El-Sayed).
Meanwhile, policy shifts (Medicaid budget cuts, HHS funding reductions, vaccine skepticism) are causing long-term challenges to infectious
disease control. Senate reports detailed $19B wasted in USAID restructuring, Mike Ruffner analyzed PEPFAR co-financing, and Uganda
introduced user fees/insurance schemes to fill US aid gaps.

11. Impact of Aid Cuts & Transition

A study in Global Public Health documented how frontline Kenyan healthcare workers are navigating the sudden withdrawal of USAID/PEPFAR
HIV funding, which unravelled comprehensive care and shifted financial burdens onto vulnerable patients. A joint WHO/GFF/World Bank
publication highlighted country strategies (Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Uganda) for leveraging transparent financial data to preserve primary care.

12. Post-2030 Brainstorm

A Global Social Policy review examined three major 2026 reports (Eco-Social Contracts reader, Global Justice Report, and UN Poverty Special
Rapporteur's Roadmap Beyond Growth), analyzing the evolving role of the state in combating extreme wealth concentration, planetary crises, and
structural inequality through post-growth welfare frameworks.

13. Human Resources for Health (HRH)

A PLOS GPH paper argued that paid, digitally empowered Community Health Workers (CHWSs) provide the fastest route to Universal Health
Coverage (UHC). In the DRC, health workers face severe misinformation risks, prompting ICN Head Howard Catton to warn of misinformation
dangers and highlight Africa's paradox of having 943,000 unemployed trained health workers despite filling only 46% of health workforce needs.

14. Universal Health Coverage (UHC) & Primary Health Care (PHC)

An analysis by E. Drugha differentiated ‘anchored' UHC financing commitments (tied to revenue, entitlement, and political constituency anchors)
from fragile floating' promises. An ACTION report flagged warning signs in the World Bank's 1.5 billion UHC target due to declining IDA health
approvals, while WHO launched its 8th GEHM report on PHC-oriented responses for migrants and refugees.

15. Adolescent Health

New WHO global estimates revealed that 1 in 4 adolescents worldwide (240 million young people) get zero days of 60-minute physical activity per
week, with an overall average of just 2.7 active days. The report highlighted stark regional disparities (over 40% zero-active-days in parts of Africa
and South Asia) and a significant gender gap, calling for urgent urban and transport policy reforms.
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16. World Cities Day (31 October)

Marking World Cities Day under the theme 'Regenerating the City: Adequate Housing for All', WHO called for cross-sectoral collaboration between
housing, urban planning, and public health sectors to ensure healthy, safe, and accessible housing as a fundamental social determinant of health
across all life stages.

17. Mental Health

Synthesis data published by Our World in Data indicated that approximately half of all people globally will experience a mental health disorder
(such as depression or anxiety) during their lifetime, underscoring the critical necessity of integrating mental health services into routine primary
healthcare systems.

18. Commercial Determinants of Health

A WHO Bulletin study proposed a 'protective market governance' framework (combining health technology assessment, FCTC Article 5.3
conflict-of-interest safeguards, and pooled procurement) to counteract commercial power asymmetries, curb predatory pricing, and ensure public
value in health technology procurement.

19. Planetary Health (& Climate / Health)

Ahead of COP31 in Antalya, scientific reports confirmed global warming is accelerating at 0.35°C/decade. Brazil launched the first global roadmap
for phasing out fossil fuels. A landmark WHO report demonstrated that scaling six climate-health measures (heat warnings, resilient WASH, clean
household energy, fossil fuel tax/subsidy reform) could save 1.6 million lives and generate $3.9T in economic welfare plus $5.4T in fiscal revenues
annually.

20. Access to Medicines, Vaccines & Health Technologies

The US FDA approved the first generic twice-yearly injectable lenacapavir for HIV prevention (Dr. Reddy's, $40/year target). However, Gilead
excluded 26 middle-income countries (e.g., Brazil, Peru, Argentina) from voluntary licenses, drawing fierce criticism from MSF and Unitaid.
Meanwhile, Africa CDC's pooled procurement mechanism (APPM) expanded to 8 signed nations and 89 prequalified manufacturers, and German
research ministry officials warned Product Development Partnerships (PDPs) of an era of competitive funding survival amid shrinking aid.

21. Miscellaneous

Articles highlighted a massive generation gap in global governance (average political representation age gap of 29.8 years, exceeding 60 years in
8 nations), an LSE evidence review on the political and environmental harms of extreme wealth concentration, and Branko Milanovic's analysis of
post-globalization economic models.
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PART 3: 30 Key Reads of the Week

Curated selection of 30 essential reads from Issue 905, spanning all 21 subsections (at least 1 read per subsection). Includes first authors,
publication sources, direct links, and ultra-short summaries highlighting key readings.

# | Subsection

Article & Source

Key Summary & Link

1 | PABS Negotiations Seasoned French Diplomat Returns to Lead Dr Anne-Claire Amprou joins IGWG leadership to co-chair crucial PABS annex
Pandemic Annex Talks negotiations.
Source: Health Policy Watch https://{d_hpw}/renowned-french-diplomat-returns-to-lead-pandemic-annex-talk
s/
2 | PABS Negotiations PABS: Access to samples & sequences must be Developing nations stress access to pathogen data must strictly entail
subject to benefit-sharing benefit-sharing.
Source: TWN https://{d twn}/title2/health.info/2026/hi261102.htm
3 | Ebola Emergency Open Letter to G20 Leaders: Emergency Ebola Former world leaders urge G20 to release emergency funds and guarantee
Response vaccine access.
Source: The Elders https://{d_elders}/news/open-letter-q20-leaders-ebola-response
4 | Ebola Emergency The World's Perilous Ebola Crisis Africa CDC and global experts warn unchecked viral spread threatens global
Source: T. Achoki et al. security.
https://{d ps}commentary/2026-ebola-epidemic
5 | Mpox & PPPR Hiding in Plain Sight: Mpox and the Cost of Report reveals how long-term neglect transformed mpox into a global
Neglecting Known Threats emergency.
Source: Independent Panel https://{d ip}/documents/hiding-in-plain-sight-mpox/
6 | Mpox & PPPR Declaring a Health Emergency is a Signal of Failure | Emergency declarations reflect systemic failures to contain pathogens early at
Source: HPW / H. Clark et al. source.
7 | PPPR & GHS Five Overlooked Steps to Identify New Epidemics, Outlines a 5-step framework integrating Al to detect outbreaks with atypical
Fast symptoms.
Source: C. Tonen-Wolyec et al. (Nature) https://{d_nat}/articles/d41586-026-03509-x
8 | WHO DG Race Q&A With WHO DG Candidate Gevorg Tamamyan First entry in interview series featuring WHO DG candidates on governance.
Source: G. Tamamyan (Geneva Health Files) https://{d ghf}/exclusive-g-a-with-who-dg-candidate-gevorg-tamamyan/
9 | Global Fund Exclusive: Dismissing Geneva Mergers, Dybul Interview where incoming ED Mark Dybul emphasizes national health
Focuses on Country Capacity sovereignty.
Source: F. Sassmannshausen (HPW) https://{d hpw}/interview-alobal-fund-dybul/
1 | Global Fund Former Head of Global Health Fund Returns Dybul discusses how Accra Reset and African demographic shifts present
0 Source: Science opportunities.
https://{d_sci}/content/article/former-head-global-fund-returns
1 | Health Reform Is Global Health Dead? Argues that while funder-driven research models must end, global health equity
1 Source: Lancet GH Editorial remains vital.
https://{d lan¥journals/langlo/article/P11S2214-109X(26)00290-1/fulltext
1 | Health Reform Global Health Architecture Reform: From Position paper demanding global health reform address root power imbalances.
2 Coordination to Structural Change https://{d g2h2}/posts/global-health-architecture-reform/
Source: G2H2
1 | GovernancelFinance | It's Time For Health Aid to Refocus on the Poorest | Advocates redirecting declining global health aid back to low-income countries.
3 Countries https://{d cad¥/blog/its-time-health-aid-re-focus-poorest-countries
Source: A. Gheorghe et al. (CGD)
1 | GovernancelFinance |2026 Aid Transparency Index: Big Donors Fall Back | Index reveals transparency declines in US, UK, and Germany while
4 on Transparency multilaterals lead.
Source: Publish What You Fund https://{d_pwyf}/2026/11/2026-aid-transparency-index/
1 | Al & Tax Justice It's Time to Block Reckless Al IPOs and Tax Op-ed urges legislative action to tax billionaire fortunes and regulate Al tech
5 Billionaires stock listings.
Source: N. Klein et al. (Guardian) https://{d gual/commentisfree/2026/nov/02/ai-ipos-tax-billionaires
1 | Midterms & US Policy | Health System Impacts Following Policy Shift Examines how Medicaid budget cuts and vaccine skepticism impact health
6 Source: Health Policy Watch system capacity.
https://{d_hpw}/us-health-policy-impacts
1 | Midterms & US Policy | Getting Co-Financing Right Former PEPFAR official sets out principles for realistic, enforceable country
7 Source: M. Ruffner (Substack) co-financing.

https://{d_sub}/p/getting-co-financing-right
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# | Subsection

1 | Impact of Aid Cuts

Article & Source

Health Care Workers Navigating Aid Transitions
Source: |. Haaland (Global Public Health)

Key Summary & Link

Study in Kenya reveals how sudden PEPFAR cuts unravelled care and shifted
costs to patients.
https://{d tandf}/doi/full/10.1080/17441692.2026.2757334

1 | Post-2030

The Role of the State in the Imaginary of Recent
Progressive Reports
Source: G. Koehler (Global Social Policy)

Examines progressive visions for state action, social justice, and eco-social
contracts.
https://{d_sage}/doi/10.1177/14680181261494903

2 | HRH |/ Workforce

The Potential of a Next Generation of CHWs to
Accelerate UHC
Source: H. B. Perry et al. (PLOS)

Calls for catalytic donor investment to scale up paid, digitally empowered
community health workers.
https://{d i

los¥/alobalpublichealth/article?id=10.1371/journal. h.0007545

2 | HRH | Workforce

Global Nursing Head Flags Misinformation Risks to
Health Workers
Source: H. Catton / All Africa

ICN warns health misinformation is a serious risk, highlighting African nurse
unemployment.
https:/{d_all}/stories/202610300172.html

2 |UHC & PHC

Promises with Anchors: Why Financing
Commitments to UHC Hold
Source: E. Drugha (LinkedIn)

Conceptualizes how legal entittements and protected revenue create resilient
UHC financing.
https://{d _link}/pulse/promises-anchors-why-some-financing-commitments-heal

th-druga/

2 |UHC & PHC

Early Warning Signs for the World Bank's 1.5 Billion
UHC Target
Source: ACTION

Analysis reveals declining World Bank IDA health sector approvals threatening
UHC targets.
https://{d act}/2026/10/29/worldbankanalysis26/

2 | Adolescent Health

One in Four Adolescents Worldwide Reported No
Active Days
Source: World Health Organization

WHO report reveals lack of global progress in physical activity over 15 years.
https://{d whol/news/item/04-11-2026-one-in-four-adolescents-worldwide-repor

ted-no-active-days

2 | World Cities Day

World Cities Day: WHO Calls for Healthy, Safe and
Accessible Housing
Source: WHO / Dev Discourse

Highlights adequate housing as a fundamental social determinant of health
across all ages.
https://{d_dev}/article/health/3999945-world-cities-day-who-calls-for-housin

2 | Mental Health

Around Half of People Will Experience a Mental
Health Issue
Source: Our World in Data

Data synthesis highlighting high lifetime prevalence of mental health conditions
globally.
https://{d_owid}/around-half-of-

eople-will-experience-a-mental-health-issue

2 | Commercial
7 | Determinants

Public Procurement to Address Commercial Power
Asymmetries
Source: O. A. Ayo-Yusuf et al. (WHO Bulletin)

Proposes protective market governance to reshape health procurement against
commercial influence.

https://{d whob}/media/docs/default-source/bulletin/online-first/blt.26.296013.p
df

2 | Planetary Health

Six Climate and Health Actions Could Save 1.6
Million Lives Yearly
Source: World Health Organization

Major WHO report establishing a trillion-dollar case for climate-health actions
and tax reform.
https://{d whol/news/item/04-11-2026-six-climate-and-health-actions-could-sav

e-lives

2 | Planetary Health

Brazil Publishes First Global Roadmap for Phasing
Out Fossil Fuels
Source: The Guardian

COP30 host presents actionable national guidelines to decouple economies
from fossil fuels.

https://{d qua}/environment/2026/nov/03/brazil-first-global-roadmap-phasing-o
ut-fossil-fuels

3 | Access to Medicines

FDA Approves First Generic of HIV Prevention Drug,
Lenacapavir
Source: Health Policy Watch

FDA approval of Dr. Reddy's generic injectable lenacapavir to expand global
HIV prevention.
https://{d hpw}/fda-a

roves-first-
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