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IHP NEWS 895: EXECUTIVE BRIEFING
A Weekly Synthesis of Global Health Policies and Structural Reforms

I. EXECUTIVE OVERVIEW & ANALYSIS

Introduction Summary: The weekly International Health Policies (IHP) newsletter starts its September cycle under editor Kristof
Decoster, introducing Deccan Dispatches, a new quarterly column providing a southern Indian practitioner's lens on global health
[1]. The upcoming global health agenda is dense, featuring the PABS negotiations in Geneva, the annual UNGA meeting, and the
UN High-level Meeting on Pandemic Prevention, Preparedness and Response (PPPR) [3]. The ongoing Ebola emergency in the
DRC acts as a stark, worrying backdrop for these discussions. Decoster highlights the challenge of 'polycrisis,' where competing
urgent crises (from conflicts to the climate emergency detailed in the new UNEP report) dilute policymaker attention and disrupt the
traditional 'all hands on deck' response [4, 5]. Meanwhile, major global health reforms face systemic barriers, highlighted by Gen
Z-led protests against corruption, civil society watchdog constraints under 'America First' bilateral funding, and severe bilateral aid
spending cuts planned by the US Trump administration [6, 7].

Featured Article: Global Health's Great Derangement
In the maiden Deccan Dispatches, Dr. Prashanth NS argues that global health suffers from its own 'great derangement'—a failure
of culture and imagination reminiscent of Amitav Ghosh's critique of literary fiction's inability to represent the true scale of climate
catastrophe [8, 10]. Global health financing structures have bred 'grant-fiction': unimplementable proposal-writing aimed to impress
rather than resolve actual problems [10]. Standard funder frameworks prioritize 'global' scale and macro-projects, which relegates
critical, small-scale local action, destroys domestic ownership, and benefits Northern institutions over local actors [10, 11]. True
'scale' is not a funder's blueprint but is achieved when local communities, NGOs, and citizens coalesce passion and trust in their
neighborhoods [11]. In low-income settings, 'global' agendas like climate change are frequently sidelined for proximate local needs
(water, sanitation, roads), while climate health research serves as academic knowledge tools rather than owned practice [11, 12].
To counter this, global health financing must adapt to fund locally held platforms, self-reliance, and Movements [12].

II. COMPREHENSIVE HIGHLIGHTS & SUBSECTION SUMMARIES
1. A Few Reads of the Week: Examines systemic reform as Gen Z protests challenge corruption and performative 'youth
engagement' in WHO-convened governance and the Accra Reset [14]. Concurrently, critiques of the WHO's recent political
defense highlight a mismatch between administrative 'survival language' and the urgent lack of transformative vision needed
for future international health cooperation [15, 17].

2. Ebola Emergency DRC: Congo's deadliest Bundibugyo Ebola outbreak has crossed 3,000 deaths from over 6,180 cases,
spreading to six provinces [19, 21]. CDC assessments show the national response lags far behind response targets on case
detection, contact tracing, and lab testing [20]. Despite concerns from teachers, distance learning was dropped to keep
students from falling behind [21], while children are noted to be late beneficiaries of countermeasures [22].
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3. Pandemic Prevention, Preparedness, and Response (PPPR): The WHO Pandemic Hub in Berlin retrospective reveals it
detected early signals of DRC's Ebola months before the declaration, yet failed to trigger alarms due to system gaps, leading
to a major system overhaul [23, 24]. The hub's vulnerability is highlighted by Germany halving its funding [25]. Elsewhere,
TWN warns that draft terms of reference for SPCIHR weaken State Party oversight and WHO accountability [25, 27], while
Japan's GHIT Fund expands into pandemic R&D, backing rapid diagnostic tools for the Bundibugyo species [28, 29].

4. WHO Director-General Race: The Geneva Health Files offers a 5,000-word analysis mapping out the process, geopolitical
tensions, and early contours of candidates vying in the upcoming WHO Director-General election [32].

5. More on Global Health Reform: Africa CDC was selected to represent regional health organizations on the Joint Task
Force on Global Health Architecture Reform [33, 34]. Analysis of 67 reform proposals reveals a consensus towards
country-led, systems-focused investments, but implementation questions persist around funding-based decision-making [37,
38]. Furthermore, a Lancet viewpoint calls on global health to reject 'technical neutrality'—which shields funding—and adopt a
political economy approach enabling true accountability [39, 40]. Protests also rise against merging UN Women and UNFPA,
which could dilute their distinct mandates [41].

6. Global Health Governance & Funding/Financing: BRICS health ministers established concrete machinery in
Chandigarh, adopting an Operational Framework to target social determinants of health (SDH Action Council) rather than
purely pharmaceutical responses [42, 43]. Concurrently, Pete Baker's IDA Health Window proposal is gaining traction but
faces concerns about funding global public goods [47, 48]. Sweden's total halt of development aid to Liberia has dealt a
severe hammer blow to postwar recovery and SRHR services [52, 53]. Criticisms also target the WHO Foundation for
receiving a $100k donation from an alcohol-tobacco retailer, DFS Group, undermining due diligence [58, 59], while the UK
ringfences £137.5m for Product Development Partnerships [51, 52].

7. Global Tax Justice: The Center for Economic and Social Rights (CESR) has submitted recommendations on the UN Tax
Convention's Zero Draft, arguing that tax rules must translate human rights into action by taxing high-net-worth individuals,
embedding gender equality, and securing meaningful civil society participation [66, 67, 68].

8. Universal Health Coverage & Primary Health Care (UHC & PHC): A comprehensive WHO review investigates
public-private collaboration in women's health, analyzing how private-sector engagement mirrors structural gaps long
identified in the 1995 Beijing Platform for Action [68, 69].

9. Trump 2.0, US Global Health Strategy & Bilateral Health Agreements: Public Citizen analysis of bilateral agreements
reveals a planned 59% US health funding reduction ($2 billion) to 18 countries by 2030, with Rwanda facing a 97% cut [70,
71]. Recipient nations face strict co-financing mandates that preclude other donor contributions and trigger severe
co-financing penalties [72, 73]. Concurrently, the State Department is shifting funds through hybrid contractor channels,
leaving local groups as mere subcontractors [75, 76]. Namibia has rejected US renewed HIV funding demands for health data
and specimen-sharing, citing sovereignty and privacy infringements [79, 80], while President Trump announced nine more
drug pricing deals with foreign drugmakers [81].
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10. Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs): For the Global Week for Action on NCDs, the NCD Alliance launched a case
series examining PHC financing for NCD medicines in Colombia, Nepal, and Uganda [82, 83]. The THESUS-HF II study
across 17 African countries outlines an epidemiological transition: while the acute heart failure cohort remains young with high
mortality, hypertensive etiology fell while ischemic heart disease surged to 23.3% [85, 86]. Furthermore, a new Lancet series
highlights maternal cardiovascular health, showing pre-eclampsia raises heart failure risk 3.5-fold [88]. Lastly, a landmark first
universal heart attack definition reclassifies conditions more common in women (like coronary artery dissection) and lowers
troponin diagnostic thresholds [90, 92, 93].

11. Commercial Determinants of Health: A worrying WHO analysis reveals tobacco-leaf production continues to increase in
Africa by 9% while declining globally, with the continent's manufactured cigarette import bill more than doubling to US$ 1.77
billion [94, 95].

12. Urban Health: A BMJ analysis by Kabir Sheikh and colleagues argues that rapidly growing cities carry heavy service
delivery burdens without corresponding authority over financing, workforce planning, and national oversight [95, 96].

13. Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR): AU African Court Registrar Dr. Robert Eno confirmed that a
conservative draft charter on 'family, sovereignty, and values' seeking to roll back rights was not proposed or scheduled by the
AU [97, 98]. Meanwhile, Afghan lives are caught between competing Taliban and Western dogmas [98, 99], and young
Africans are increasingly using AI chatbots for private, sensitive SRH queries, sparking concerns over privacy, accuracy, and
safeguarding [99, 100].

14. Child Health: A devastating UNICEF report indicates that 20 million children aged 12 to 17 (one in five across 21
surveyed nations) were victims of technology-facilitated sexual abuse, predominantly through social media channels [101].

15. Planetary Health: UNEP's 'Limiting Overshoot' report warns global heating will hit at least 1.8°C, requiring rapid
greenhouse gas and methane cuts rather than relying solely on carbon removal [5, 102, 103, 104]. El Niño is forecast to
intensify into the largest event in 1,000 years [106]. An African push for a UN drought protocol was deferred [107], and Nepal
has demanded climate compensation from large emitters after catastrophic flash floods caused $5 billion in destruction,
putting pressure on the underfunded U.N. Loss and Damage Fund [111, 113].

16. Artificial Intelligence & Health: Public health experts emphasize that Australia's draft AI legislation must carry health,
equity, and climate lenses, warning that AI is becoming a determinant of health in its own right [115, 116]. Critics also call for
future DSM editions to screen for social media algorithms' influence on eating disorders [116, 117].

17. Access to Medicines, Vaccines, and Health Technologies: A global mpox vaccine stockpile was launched, funded by
Gavi and coordinated by the ICG [117, 118]. In South Africa, despite President Ramaphosa celebrating the rollout of the
highly effective injectable HIV preventive lenacapavir, extremely high costs have restricted uptake to under 47,000 people, far
below the advisor-recommended 1.7 million annually [119, 120]. Concurrently, UNAIDS and SADC launched a major strategic
exchange with China to boost regional production [121, 122].

18. Miscellaneous: Economists critique a prominent global justice report for ignoring that most Global South workers earn
livelihoods in informal employment, proposing 'pre-distribution' policies instead [123, 124, 125]. Concurrently, the UN CERD
committee issued a landmark ruling that countries are legally obliged to consider comprehensive slavery reparations under the
1965 convention [126, 127], while Germany faces concerns over 'airport malaria' deaths at Frankfurt airport [128, 129].
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III. KEY READS OF THE WEEK (SELECTION OF 30)
A meticulously curated selection of 30 key reads from IHP News 895, ensuring at least one read per subsection, prioritizing
direct editorial recommendations ('must-read', 'recommended', 'gamechanger') and the first read of each subsection.
One-sentence summaries highlight critical structural and policy points.

# Key Publication Detail / Link Core Focus & Policy Finding

1 Gen Z Rage Tests Global Health's Reform Theatre
Ikenna Ebiri Okoro et al. (IHP Blog)
https://www.internationalhealthpolicies.org/...

Asks if youth-led rage against political repression and economic
hardship can be constructively channeled into WHO-convened
reforms instead of performative engagement.

2 When WHO Has to Explain Why It Exists
Habib Benzian (Substack)
On Substack

Reflects on Tedros's defensive Nature article, critiquing its
annual-report-like language and its struggle to offer a clear future
vision for the agency.

3 Congo begins Ebola vaccinations to fight country's worst
outbreak
AP News (Associated Press)
Associated Press Wire

Details the official launch of the Ervebo vaccination campaign in
Kisangani, Tshopo province, targeting front-line healthcare workers
and direct contacts.

4 Ebola kills 3,000 in DR Congo as control efforts aren't
measuring up
Cidrap News (University of Minnesota)
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/ebola/...

Reports that Bundibugyo Ebola transmissions have accelerated in
North Kivu as national control efforts fall short of CDC response
targets.

5 5 years in, Ebola puts WHO's pandemic hub to the test
Devex Pro (Devex)
https://www.devex.com/news/...

Examines how the Berlin Pandemic Hub caught early outbreak
signals in DRC months prior but failed to trigger alerts, prompting
urgent system tweaks.

6 WHO: Draft ToR of IHR Implementation Committee Risks
States' Oversight
Nithin Ramakrishnan & K M Gopakumar (Third World Network)
https://www.twn.my/title2/health.info/...

Warns that the draft governance architecture for the new IHR
implementation entities weakens the oversight role and participation
of States Parties.

7 People, Process, Politics: The Election of the
Director-General of WHO
P Patnaik (Geneva Health Files)
https://newsletter.genevahealthfiles.com/...

An essential 5,000-word deep-dive analyzing the emerging
candidates, process rules, and political dynamics of the ongoing
WHO leadership contest.

8 Africa CDC Selected to Represent Regional Health
Organizations
Africa CDC News (Africa CDC)
https://africacdc.org/news-item/...

Details Dr. Jean Kaseya joining the GHA Task Force to represent
global regional bodies and champion the priorities of 55 AU member
states.

9 Beyond monitoring misery: the political economy of global
health reform
Adam P Coutts, et al. (The Lancet Global Health)
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/...

Argues that global health acts as a technical enterprise detached
from power, calling for a political economy approach to enforce real
accountability.

10 BRICS Moves From Diplomacy to Infrastructure for Health
Sovereignty
Think BRICS (Think BRICS)
https://thinkbrics.substack.com/p/...

Highlights Chandigarh's meeting where BRICS built real machinery,
adopting the Operational Framework for Fighting Diseases Driven
by Social Determinants.

11 Who Should Lead the Global Fund? Let the Candidates
Make Their Case
J Rativosian (Health Policy Watch)
https://healthpolicy-watch.news/who-should-lead...

Advocates for an open, public candidate forum in October to debate
leadership visions, contrasting the Fund's closed process with
WHO's models.

12 Sweden ends aid to Liberia in a hammer blow to healthcare
The Guardian (Guardian Global Development)
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/...

Highlights the devastating impact on women's clinics and
contraceptive access in postwar Liberia as its second-largest
bilateral donor abruptly halts aid.
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# Key Publication Detail / Link Core Focus & Policy Finding

13 UN Tax Convention must put human rights into action
CESR News (Center for Economic and Social Rights)
https://www.cesr.org/un-tax-convention/...

Demands that the draft framework convention tax high-net-worth
individuals to generate resources for public services and reduce
structural inequalities.

14 Women's Health in mixed health systems
David Clarke et al. (WHO Iris)
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/...

Explores public-private collaboration in women's health, examining
how private-sector literature mirrors long-standing gaps in the
Beijing commitments.

15 By 2030, US to Cut Health Funding to 18 Countries by 59%
Health Policy Watch (Public Citizen analysis)
https://healthpolicy-watch.news/by-2030-us-to-cut...

Analyzes newly obtained US bilateral MOUs revealing a $2 billion
global aid cut and punitive, mandatory co-financing requirements.

16 U.S. Foreign Assistance: Not What It Was
Charles Kenny & Erin Collinson (In Development)
https://indevelopmentmag.com/u-s-foreign-assistance...

Discusses the profound organizational shift where the United States
is essentially running a multi-billion dollar aid program without a
centralized aid agency.

17 Namibia Rejects US Demands for Data and
Pathogen-Sharing
Health Policy Watch (HPW)
https://healthpolicy-watch.news/namibia-rejects-us...

Details Namibia's bold refusal of US renewed HIV funding demands
due to legal, sovereignty, and constitutional privacy concerns over
biological resources.

18 New case series explores financing NCD medicines through
PHC
NCD Alliance News (NCD Alliance)
https://actonncds.org/news/...

Launches case reviews in Colombia, Nepal, and Uganda showing
how primary care frameworks can sustain equitable access to
essential NCD medicines.

19 New heart attack definition promises better care for women
The Guardian (Guardian Medicine)
https://www.theguardian.com/society/...

Reports on the world's first universal heart attack definition
reclassifying female-prevalent etiologies like coronary spasm and
tearing.

20 Africa tobacco growing increases despite global decline
World Health Organization (WHO News)
https://www.who.int/news/item/...

Details a troubling development pattern where raw tobacco farming
rises in Africa while cigarette import bills have simultaneously
doubled.

21 Health and the city: why urban health systems need greater
authority
Kabir Sheikh et al. (The BMJ)
https://www.bmj.com/content/394/bmj...

Argues that rapidly growing cities carrying service burdens must be
legally empowered with direct control over health financing and
workforces.

22 Anti-rights Charter Faces 'Very Long Process' to Reach AU
Health Policy Watch (HPW)
https://healthpolicy-watch.news/anti-rights-charter...

Reports Dr. Robert Eno's assurance that a highly conservative draft
charter rollback was not proposed by the AU or scheduled on its
agenda.

23 AI promises judgment-free sexual health advice. What
could go wrong?
Devex News (Devex)
https://www.devex.com/news/ai-promises...

Investigates the safety, safeguarding, and accuracy risks of young
Africans using private AI chatbots to seek answers to sensitive
sexual health questions.

24 One in five children in 21 nations faced tech-facilitated
abuse
UN News (UNICEF Report)
https://news.un.org/en/story/...

Synthesizes shocking UNICEF data finding that 20 million children
aged 12 to 17 faced online sexual exploitation across 21 surveyed
nations.

25 UN sets out narrow path back to 1.5C warming after
overshoot
Climate Change News (CCN)
https://www.climatechangenews.com/...

Warns that global warming must peak at a maximum of 1.8°C to
allow greenhouse cuts to reverse warming trends and meet Paris
targets by 2100.

26 Nepal Puts Cost of Disaster at $5 Billion, Blaming Climate
Change
New York Times (NYT Climate)
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/08/31/climate/...

Highlights Nepal's demands on the UN Loss and Damage Fund after
catastrophic floods, illustrating a severe funding gap from US exits.
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# Key Publication Detail / Link Core Focus & Policy Finding

27 Regulating AI is not a spectator sport: public health expert
Croakey News (Croakey Q&A)
https://www.croakey.org/regulating-ai...

Interview with Prof. Kent Buse on why civil society must fight
industry lobby to build health, equity, and climate impact parameters
into AI codes.

28 The next DSM should address the algorithm's role in eating
disorders
J Scheer et al. (STAT Opinion)
https://www.statnews.com/2026/09/02/dsm...

Advocates that clinical screenings must evolve to include digital
exposure and social media algorithm history alongside family trauma
profiles.

29 Global initiative launched to improve access to mpox
vaccines
Gavi Media Room (Gavi/WHO/MSF/UNICEF)
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/...

Details a newly coordinated global mpox vaccine stockpile
mechanism to deliver equitable, timely vaccine access to nations
facing outbreaks.

30 Global justice report offers bold ideas but misses informal
workers
L Alfers et al. (The Conversation)
https://theconversation.com/global-justice...

Critiques western-centric labor proposals and outlines a
'pre-distribution' agenda to empower the 2 billion informal workers in
the Global South.


