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IHP news 523   :    The 72nd World Health 
Assembly in Geneva 

( 24 May 2019)     

The weekly International Health Policies (IHP) newsletter is an initiative of the Health Policy unit at the 
Institute of Tropical Medicine in Antwerp, Belgium.  

Dear Colleagues, 

Like many, over the past week, I spent some days here at the 72nd World Health Assembly in Geneva, 
starting with civil society preparatory meetings last Friday already. My favourite quote from that 
meeting came from WHO director Public Health, Environmental and Social Determinants of Health,  
Maria Neira:  “We are all the private sector !” (given how we all use Apple or other 
tablets/smartphones, take planes, eat Nestle stuff…)  Never had looked at it that way. I wouldn’t go 
that far, but will think of that, next time I start a rant about the private sector : ) 

IHP being about knowledge management first and foremost, I won’t try to reinvent the wheel here, 
as there’s been absolutely fabulous comments/summaries from PHM Watchers on the #WHA72 
agenda, and some great reporting from among others Devex, Health Policy Watch & GHN teams. I’ll 
flag many of their (must-) reads in this week’s newsletter issue, and then you can basically immerse 
yourself as much as you want. And also, of course, in the rest of global health (policy) news & 
publications from this week.   

Nevertheless, let me offer you a few fragmentary & idiosyncratic points that crossed my mind or 
struck me one way or another, the past week, even if I’m well aware that the World Health Assembly 
is for everybody a different experience, depending on which sessions, technical briefings, side 
events, High-Level Breakfasts you go to (I sadly only had ‘Express breakfasts’ in the place where I 
stayed, and felt very much Left Behind, as I was watching at the same time the Novotel guests 

indulge in their lavish breakfast buffets 😊 )  …, with whom you network (or “schmooze”, as 
journalists would have it), what your major global health interests or pet peeves are, which ‘hat’ (or 
hats) you wear, etc.    

To be frank, given my rather lousy quality of sleep here, I felt a bit ‘off the pace’ in Geneva, like 33-
year old David Silva from Manchester City nowadays in the Premier League, between all these global 
health rock stars (with many, like Anders Nordström and Stefan Peterson, apparently diligently 
following WHO’s NCD recommendations; maybe it’s a Scandinavian thing, though, as I’m less sure 

about Peter Sands, and @PeterASinger also seems to enjoy a healthy belly 😊 ) and glamourous 
power ladies in global health. At some point double espressos just don’t do the job anymore.   It’s a 
bit funny, I know, given that WHO and other global health actors propagate  ‘Healthy lives and 
wellbeing for all at all ages’ nowadays. As I was listening to a Japanese minister talking about the 
super-aging society in her country, I’m afraid that also goes for some of us, who are not in the best 
of shapes, at the WHA - it can be a bit of a ‘super-aging’ experience : )  

And so, by 2 pm in the afternoon, I had usually already gotten a bit dizzy from all the rhetoric and PR, 
certainly at technical briefings, on ‘Leaving No One Behind’  (I seriously can’t stomach that phrase 

https://twitter.com/drmarianeira
https://www.ghwatch.org/wha72
https://www.ghwatch.org/wha72
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anymore), the need to ‘Go beyond the silos’, the relentless mantras on UHC & PHC ( plus ‘There’s no 
UHC without X…’) , the never-ending ‘paradigm shifts’ needed, and of course ‘business as usual 
won’t do it’ & ‘One size doesn’t fit all’ (duh). Also, “We need to Walk the Talk”, and as you might 

have guessed, ‘political will’ is ever needed (but is it also on the horizon?) 😊, …  

Anyway. Like most, I was fairly blown away by the opening plenary, already starting with a neat 
Laotian music & dance performance  (the president of this year’s WHA proceedings is from Laos). I 
was less impressed by the rather laidback Laotian feel of the internet connection during that 

opening plenary 😊. The Zambian young activist blew away, among others, the translators, with her 
frantic pace of speaking, and showed with her powerful message how vital it is to have the young 
generation at these very high-level decision making tables as they are, indeed, the future. And of 
course, Richard Horton nailed it as only he can, while also sharing a bit of his medical story of the 
past months and good experience with the NHS. Based on feedback he had received from a Twitter 
request, “What would you say to the delegates if you had 10 minutes?” “, he kicked off with the 
need for WHO to declare a planetary (health) emergency. I obviously agree – it had been discussed 
already at the civil society meetings over the weekend, with Andrew Harmer as a key proponent. As I 
had mentioned, while joining the ‘Walk the Talk’ festivities for a while in the streets of Geneva, if dr. 
Tedros really wants to “Walk the Talk” on health SDG 3, he should do exactly that, declare a 
planetary health emergency. I don’t think it would be wise to declare a “PHEIC” on it though, we 
probably need a special category for this existential emergency which will be with us for the best 
part of this century. Such a WHO declaration would help to sustain the current momentum (by the 
likes of Greta Thunberg, the Guardian’s announcement of ditching the term ‘climate change’ for 
‘climate breakdown/emergency’, or the call for a general strike globally on 20 September ).  

I worry a bit what would be the follow-up by WHO, though, if that indeed were to happen.  A lot of 
lip service is being paid here to Greta Thunberg, I notice, but my guess is that @PeterASinger would 
then immediately make an ‘Investment Case’, trying to turn the whopping 3 % of the immense WHO 
budget going to climate change into ‘Impact’. And then, to finish it off in style, a Planetary Health 

Emergency ‘Partnership’ would be established 😊.  That wouldn’t do it, clearly. But it’s a serious 
question, what would WHO have to change, in its programmes, discourse, normative guidelines, 
functioning, … if dr. Tedros really declared a planetary health emergency? For example, if they hired 
a Chief Economist, as Ilona Kickbusch and many others would like, would he/she propagate a 
thorough change of the global economic system (incl postgrowth/degrowth,  certainly for 
“developed” countries…)? Would, for example, Anthony Costello’s tweet from last weekend be 
seriously considered ?  “One massive issue for the United Nations is how to cut the carbon footprint 
of their meetings: the UN hosts 36 major meetings in May alone....over 400 global meetings per year. 
@antonioguterres Thousands of delegates flying into each one. This cannot continue.”  (or, perhaps, 
in WHO terms, as the health minister from the DRC put it, ‘There are now as many Ebola cases as 
WHA delegates’… ). Would the Global Action Plan for healthy lives and well-being for all (GAP) be 
as “transformative” as it actually should be, including on this need to truly transform the global 
economic system, if we really want to achieve SDG 3 within our lifetime (as compared to collectively 
staring in the abyss)? …  

Other themes from the WHA you’ll find covered in this newsletter are, among others: UHC (& the 
build-up to the UN High Level Meeting on UHC, with the  zero draft of the political declaration   now 
released), and with PHC now embraced by pretty much every important global health actor, (even if 

I they don’t all mean the same 😊),  but with also a big financing gap remaining for UHC in LICs, 
especially in sub-Sahara Africa (and speculation behind the scenes that this might lead to some 
insidious plan from a certain actor for sneaking in private health insurance, and other forms of 
‘creeping privatization’ (the term was used at the civil society meetings), or is it ‘creepy 

https://www.who.int/about/governance/world-health-assembly/seventy-second-world-health-assembly
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/may/17/why-the-guardian-is-changing-the-language-it-uses-about-the-environment
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/may/23/we-need-everyone-youth-activists-call-on-adults-to-join-climate-strikes
https://www.un.org/pga/73/2019/05/17/universal-health-coverage-8/
https://www.bmj.com/content/365/bmj.l2185?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=hootsuite&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=editors
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privatization’?) - instead, the paradigm shift needed is to get governments spend much more on 
PHC; access to medicines & the fair pricing debate (incl the already notorious ‘transparency 
resolution’); the NCD tsunami/pandemic/…  ( I went to a rather informative symposium on a 
possible Catalytic Fund for NCDs & other innovative financing for NCDs); the remarkable and 
heartfelt testimony of an NCD patient who had suffered from breast cancer & depression (at an NCD 
Alliance event on Monday evening) showed how important it is to have these ‘experience experts’, 
like young people (see above), in these panels, at decision making tables and in Boards; mental 
health (now also part of the NCD agenda, and rising on the global health agenda   – our own queen 
Mathilde popped up at the technical briefing on Wednesday !); the health of refugees/migrants; the 
WHO reform/transformation (and funding) of course; meaningful engagement of civil society, the 
Ebola outbreak in the DRC (with among others the appointment of a UN Ebola "czar"  this week) & 
GHS (+ AMR); gender equality/equity, including in global health governance, …  And I probably 
forget a dozen other worthy global health causes. 

As Kickbusch & Arush Lal pointed out, almost every global health issue now is political.  Another 
obvious point here in Geneva: if you listen to some of the panels, it’s clear that the Minister of 
Finance is considered the current global health equivalent of a ‘hunk/hot lady’. We in the global 
health community expect so much from these men & women, nowadays (and also from heads of 
state, Central Bankers, …) and while I understand why, you have to keep in mind that these are some 
of the very people that tend to be the most immersed in ‘neoliberal thinking’ and ways, thus 
propping up the current (thoroughly dysfunctional) system as it is. See the havoc caused in Greece 
for example some years ago. So I wouldn’t put all my global health eggs in this basket…   

A final comment perhaps on UHC, the key theme of this WHA, and an issue very dear to dr. Tedros’ 
heart (who, I have to say, is doing a great job here at the WHA, and in general). I quote, from the 
current zero draft of the political declaration:  

“…Recognize that UHC is fundamental for achieving the SDGs related not only to health and well-
being, but to end poverty, ensure quality education, achieve gender equality, provide decent work 
and economic growth, reduce inequalities, ensure just, peaceful and inclusive societies and to build 
and foster partnerships, while reaching the goals and targets included 3 throughout the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development are critical for the attainment of healthy lives and wellbeing for 
all at all ages…” 

Now, if UHC can pull all that off, especially in the current difficult international circumstances, by 
2030, then I’m sure I’ll go straight to global health heaven after passing away, having fulfilled 
diligently my IHP duties.  It’s just ridiculous how much is expected from this single SDG target 3.8., 
even if, as dr. Tedros likes to say, ‘All roads lead to UHC’ (his version of J. Krishnamurti’s “Truth is a 
pathless land”). Having said that, however, I fully agree with a quote made by “@KKoffeld (Kjersti 
Koffeld) at the UHC Town Hall meeting: „We need to move beyond asking what UHC HLM can do 
for our individual issues to what we can do in support of UHC.“ #HealthForAll”  

Enjoy your reading. 

Kristof Decoster 

https://oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/the-journey-of-making-mental-health-a-development-priority/
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2019/05/un-names-new-ebola-czar-growing-drc-outbreak
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-05-2019-world-health-assembly-update-23-may-2019
https://twitter.com/KKoffeld
https://twitter.com/hashtag/HealthForAll?src=hash
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Featured Article 

What’s the opposite of historical trauma? 

Kerry Scott ( Associate, Department of International Health, Johns Hopkins School of Public Health, 
Baltimore, USA &  Independent research consultant, Bangalore, India)  

American Indian scholar Maria Yellow Horse Brave Heart developed the concept of historical trauma 
in relation to the cumulative emotional harm of colonialism. The term has since been applied to the 
legacies of slavery, genocide, and war as well. These events reverberate through generations, 
whether through social processes or epigenetics, leading to higher rates of physical disease and 
mental health issues among the descendants of those who suffered. Negative coping behaviors such 
as alcohol and drug abuse and emotional issues such as anger and low self-esteem have also been 
identified. Academic and social work focused on historical trauma has enabled reflection and healing 
among marginalized populations.  

But what about the opposite of historical trauma? Historical privilege surely also reverberates 
through generations of extremely wealthy families and through the broader privileged classes. This 
would include people who have benefited from settler colonialism (myself included, as a white 
Canadian with British roots), upper caste Indians, and anyone else who has enjoyed generations of 
advantage, propped up by the losses and servitude of others. Is there some intergenerational 
character defect associated with excessive wealth that drives inequality and planetary destruction? 
A callousness, or lower empathy, or tendency to make and justify selfish choices? For example, a 
recent study, discussed in this NYTs article, found that privileged people “were more likely to have 
an inflated sense of their skills — even when tests proved that they were average.” Even more 
frighteningly, “this unmerited overconfidence was interpreted by strangers as competence.” 
Generationally privileged people are for the most part continuing to call the shots on this planet and 
have created the current situation of ecological disaster and rising inequality. Examining this legacy 
may point towards a different type of economic, social and political healing that is needed, this time 
for the rich and powerful. 

Of course callousness and self-interest is not the exclusive domain of the powerful. These traits can 
be cultivated in anyone given the right combination of factors. But these traits become especially 
dangerous tools in the hands of the people making policy and sustaining the current economic 
structure.  

Just like the war on poverty needs a corresponding war on wealth, addressing historical trauma, and, 
more broadly, building a more sustainable and just world, requires addressing historical privilege. 
How to do this? I’m not sure. What does conscientization – originally developed to raise awareness 
among the marginalized of the oppressive forces in their lives – for the global elite look like? There 
are historically privileged people who appear to be genuinely trying to right past wrongs and who 
support political systems that reduce their own advantage. But to what extent can people in power 
ever really be convinced to concede wealth and status? Can we even see and diagnose our own 
evils? Maybe we need more research and interventions focused on healing the pathologies of 
privilege. What could case studies of these positive outliers teach us? 

 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12733753
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5977074/
https://www.apa.org/pubs/journals/releases/psp-pspi0000187.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/20/science/social-class-confidence.html?nl=todaysheadlines&emc=edit_th_190521
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Critical_consciousness
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I believe in the concept of joint liberation, as described by Lilla Watson, another Indigenous 
academic: oppression of some compromises the humanity and freedom of all. Perhaps identifying 
the spiritual deprivation of being an oppressor and offering pathways forward will convince some 
elites to change. The pain of realizing that you are complicit and of giving up wealth and status may 
be alleviated by the deeper joys of living in a more just world, of experiencing genuine human 
fellowship. Perhaps highlighting how unequal societies are bad for everyone’s wellbeing will spur the 
haves to compromise. And then there is an environmental cliff that we’ll all fall off together – could 
that be the pending disaster that leads to real change?  

But at the end of the day, as long as there’s inequality, there’s no denying that it’s far better to be on 
top than the bottom, and very unlikely for anyone to willingly stop passing privilege on through 
generations. As ideal as it would be for the privileged to heal themselves and voluntarily construct a 
more just world, we’re running out of time and real change may come in ways that privileged people 
cannot see or predict.  

 

Acknowledgment: Big thank you to Stephanie Topp, Sarah Dalglish, Robert Martin and Kristof 
Decoster for insightful comments that helped shape this blog post.   

Highlights of the week 

72nd World Health Assembly (Geneva, 20-28 May) 

https://www.who.int/about/governance/world-health-assembly/seventy-second-world-health-

assembly  

As mentioned, we’ll try to flag relevant reads & info here, steno-style. Do click on the (many) links if 
you want to explore more. Devex, Health Policy Watch & GHN all had some great coverage of 
ongoing discussions at #WHA72.  For updates on the Access to Medicines discussion, Knowledge 
Ecology International is also a great resource.   

It’s clear that UHC topped the agenda, given the theme of this year’s WHA, but many other issues 
(the Ebola DRC outbreak most of all, WHO reform & financing, access to medicines, NCDs, …) are 
also getting plenty of attention. Pretty much the whole global health agenda gets its slot in the 

limelight, here, you can say. As usual 😊.     

PS: it’s impossible to be exhaustive. So we’ll just flag some highlights.  

PS 2: you find all non-state actor statements at the WHA, organized by issue, here.  

PHM Analysis of agenda items 

But make sure you start by going through PHM’s  WHO tracker     which features both an     
integrated Background & Commentary on items coming before WHA72     (pdf: 60 pages: our 

https://invisiblechildren.com/blog/2012/04/04/the-origin-of-our-liberty-is-bound-together/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Spirit_Level_(book)
https://www.who.int/about/governance/world-health-assembly/seventy-second-world-health-assembly
https://www.who.int/about/governance/world-health-assembly/seventy-second-world-health-assembly
https://www.keionline.org/
https://www.keionline.org/
https://extranet.who.int/nonstateactorsstatements/meetingoutline/6
https://who-track.phmovement.org/wha72
https://www.ghwatch.org/sites/default/files/WHA72_PHMCommentary_0517.pdf
https://www.ghwatch.org/sites/default/files/WHA72_PHMCommentary_0517.pdf
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favourite section: implementation of the SDG 2030 agenda 😊) a number of  policy briefs  (20 p.: 
on UHC, access to medicines & vaccines…)  

Walk the Talk (Sunday morning – 20 May)  

UN News - Promoting ‘a healthy sustainable future’, the UN health 
agency engages young and young at heart to 'Walk the Talk' 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/05/1038771 

“Celebrating the importance of fitness, on Sunday morning in the Swiss city of Geneva, the United 
Nations health agency kicked off its second “Walk the Talk: The Health for All Challenge”.”  

“…Cynthia Germanotta, Lady Gaga’s mother, participated to raise the profile of mental health. She 
shared her first-hand experience of some of the challenges her famous daughter faced and officially 
launched a new global campaign called “Speak Your Mind” to prioritize and understand mental 
illness. …”   

For more info on Speak your Mind, see The journey of making mental health a development priority.  

Opening ceremony/plenary 

You can re-watch it here. Please do so, if you didn’t watch it the first time. It’s well worth it ! 

HPW - Dr Tedros Calls On Member States To Step Up Political 
Leadership & Investment For Health Impact 

https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/dr-tedros-calls-on-member-states-to-step-up-political-

leadership-investment-for-health-impact/  

Focus on Tedros’ opening speech at the Assembly, in which he gave on overview of WHO results & 
achievements of the past year. Must-read!   You find the full speech here.   

“Health is about political leadership, partnership and people, Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
Director-General of the World Health Organization, said today in his opening address of 
the 72nd World Health Assembly in Geneva, adding that these three priorities must guide 
discussions not only this week, but throughout the next year. The WHO Director-General also 
emphasised that WHO must balance urgent responses to health crises, such as the Ebola outbreak 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), with greater investments in prevention and primary 
health care….” 

See also GHN coverage -  A Surprise Beginning for #WHA72   

https://www.ghwatch.org/sites/default/files/Policy%20Brief%20WHA72.pdf
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/05/1038771
https://oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/the-journey-of-making-mental-health-a-development-priority/
https://www.who.int/about/governance/world-health-assembly/seventy-second-world-health-assembly/videos
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/dr-tedros-calls-on-member-states-to-step-up-political-leadership-investment-for-health-impact/
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/dr-tedros-calls-on-member-states-to-step-up-political-leadership-investment-for-health-impact/
https://www.who.int/dg/speeches/detail/world-health-assembly
https://www.who.int/about/governance/world-health-assembly
https://www.globalhealthnow.org/2019-05/surprise-beginning-wha72?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=247aaa85f3-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_05_17_11_53&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-247aaa85f3-865935
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This article by Brian Simpson focused more on Richard Horton’s fabulous speech, and an equally 
fabulous rant by a young Zambian activist, Natasha Mwansa.  The WHO staff member who was 
killed in the Ebola outbreak (Richard V Mouzoko) was also commemorated.  

Excerpt: “…Something unexpected happened this morning at the opening of the 72nd World Health 
Assembly.  Usually a rote exercise of procedure and aggrandizement, the Assembly surprised many 
with an unexpected quality: Emotion. The change came early in the morning when Richard Horton, 
editor-in-chief of The Lancet, gave a passionate guest address in which he shared a personal health 
crisis [i.e. metastatic cancer].   … he  shared responses from his social media followers to his query: 
“If you had 10 minutes to speak to 194 member states at the World Health Assembly, what would 
you say?” He selected the top 5 replies and formatted them as demands: Declare a planetary 
emergency because of climate change; ensure women’s rights; invest in safe surgery and 
anesthesia; next year, bring ministers of finance because “health is a whole-of-government issue”; 
and support the Director-General by fully funding WHO….” 

And see also WHO - WHO announces four new goodwill ambassadors for promoting global health 

“President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Cynthia Germanotta (i.e. Lady Gaga’s mother), Alisson Becker 
(goalkeeper of Liverpool) and Natália Loewe Becker (his wife) to champion global health.” 

Devex/HPW/GHN Coverage on specific issues & sessions   

UHC (& PHC) 

 

It’s impossible to cover everything related to UHC at this WHA. UHC was all over the place, including 
all possible links & issues that can be linked to it (as in: ‘No UHC without…’; “… is the prerequisite for 
UHC…”).  Already at the High-Level segment, with all ministers giving their take.  

A lot of the discussion was related to the 1st billion of the GPW, and also, obviously, to the UN HL 
Meeting on UHC in September & aim to create momentum for it  (for the zero draft of the political 
declaration for this HLM, see below).  2019 is a crucial year for UHC.  PHC was stressed by pretty 
much everybody to be key, on the path to UHC (but check out how PHM differs there).   

Besides a number of events organized by UHC 2030, there was also a Technical Briefing on UHC. 
From that latter meeting, we got away with a sense that at least in Africa, there’s some positive 
trend now in a number of African countries (cfr: statement by dr Moeti (WHO Afro)).  

And of course this: 

WHO – Delegates at the World Health Assembly agreed three resolutions on universal health 

coverage (UHC). They focus on: primary healthcare, the role of community health workers, and the 

September UN General Assembly high-level meeting on UHC. 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/22-05-2019-world-health-assembly-72-update  

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/20-05-2019-who-announces-four-new-goodwill-ambassadors-for-promoting-global-health
https://www.uhc2030.org/news-events/uhc2030-events/uhc2030-events-at-the-world-health-assembly-2019-546584/
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/22-05-2019-world-health-assembly-72-update
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“The first resolution requires Member States to take measures to implement the Declaration of 
Astana, adopted at the 2018 Global Conference on Primary Health Care. …” 

“The second resolution recognizes the contribution made by community health workers to 
achieving universal health coverage, responding to health emergencies, and promoting healthier 
populations. It urges countries and partners to use WHO’s guideline on health policy and system 
support to optimize community health worker programme, and to allocate adequate resources….” 

“The final UHC resolution endorsed by delegates supports preparation for the UN General 
Assembly high-level meeting on universal health coverage in September 2019. The resolution calls 
on Member States to accelerate progress towards universal health coverage with a focus on poor, 
vulnerable and marginalized individuals and groups….” 

Some reads & documents we also want to flag:  

• Save the Children (blog) - UHC: a Call to action ahead of the High-Level meeting  

 

• Save the Children launches UHC & accountability index  

“…Save the Children launched a Universal Health Coverage and Accountability Index. It highlights 
the importance of looking at systems for health in a more integrated and comprehensive way – by 
bridging from traditional health indicators to accountability ones. The hope is that governments, 
donors and civil society will give equal importance to accountability indicators when they are working 
towards building stronger health systems. … The Index goes a step further: it shows that countries 
with less civic space are often those with higher child mortality. And the data in the index reveals 
that many of those countries have higher perceived levels of public sector corruption and less 
budget transparency. These factors make it a challenge for civil society and communities to engage 
in processes and decisions that impact their lives. … … To achieve the goal of UHC, it’s therefore clear 
we need to build resilient national health systems. And an important component of them is resilient 
social accountability systems….” 

• The Primary Health Care Performance Initiative (PHCPI) also had a well-attended session, 
on measuring PHC.  
 

• CGD (blog) - As the World Health Assembly Convenes, Let’s Elevate Use of Economic 
Evidence on the UHC Agenda   (blog by Rachel Silverman & Jessie Lu,  linked to a new  CGD 
report  - “Understanding the Opportunity Cost, Seizing the Opportunity: Report of the 
Working Group on Incorporating Economics and Modelling in Global Health Goals and 
Guidelines”.   

 

… the Working Group has established core principles and accompanying recommendations for 
policymakers seeking to support national governments in setting locally relevant priorities. The 
report also offers recommendations to international organizations—in particular, the World Health 
Organization (WHO)—on the appropriate use of economic analysis in the development of 
international guidelines….” “….Our recommendations have two objectives: first, to empower 
countries to develop and analyze appropriate evidence to set health priorities for their populations; 
and, second, to strengthen the WHO guidelines program to increase its value and relevance for 

https://blogs.savethechildren.org.uk/2019/05/universal-health-coverage-a-call-to-action/
https://blogs.savethechildren.org.uk/2019/05/is-civic-space-the-cornerstone-of-universal-health-coverage/
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/content/dam/gb/reports/uhc_index_2019.pdf
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/world-health-assembly-convenes-lets-elevate-use-economic-evidence-uhc-agenda#.XOasqk-yexd.twitter
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/world-health-assembly-convenes-lets-elevate-use-economic-evidence-uhc-agenda#.XOasqk-yexd.twitter
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/understanding-opportunity-cost-seizing-opportunity-report-working-group
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/understanding-opportunity-cost-seizing-opportunity-report-working-group
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national decision makers. The working group understands and acknowledges the challenges that 
accompany a major shift in how goals and guidelines are developed and recognizes that changes of 
this magnitude take time to implement.”  

WHO Foundation  

Devex coverage - Exclusive: The early stages of the WHO Foundation    

Excellent in-depth analysis by J Ravelo.   “Even as World Health Organization Director-General 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus announced at the 72nd World Health Assembly that the WHO 
Foundation would be set up this year, Devex has learned the foundation is in very early stages of 
discussion, and member states have very little information….” 

Access to medicines & transparency resolution  

KEI - Italy and 11 co-sponsors introduce transparency resolution text to WHA72 

James Love; https://www.keionline.org/30793 

Update by James Love as of 20 May when the latest iteration of the transparency resolution was 
published. The resolution will be discussed on Friday.  

Tweet Thiru Balasubraniam:  “Germany, the UK, and other governments have sought to inflict a 
death by a thousand cuts to kill the transparency resolution (in the form of 110 brackets).”  

For the latest on this resolution, see HPW - Future Of Drug Pricing Resolution Hangs In Balance At 
World Health Assembly.  “ The fate of a potentially game-changing World Health Assembly 
Resolution that would support greater national and global transparency in drug pricing remained in 
the balance today as the country co-sponsors tabled a resolution riddled with comments and 
caveats, and a “drafting group” was urgently formed to huddle on ways to move forward on a 
compromise text….”  “….the latest draft of the resolution is now pockmarked by nearly 100 proposed 
additions, deletions and amendments, leaving uncertainty over whether WHA delegates could come 
to a consensus agreement on the resolution in time for a plenary discussion scheduled for tomorrow 
(Friday).   Traditionally, WHA resolutions are only passed by consensus….” 

Check out also what civil society has been up to, both at the WHA, and in countries (for example vs 
the German position).  

See also Reuters - WHO drug pricing talks may fail to end secrecy, activists fear  

“Governments are working on a drug pricing transparency deal at the World Health Organization’s 
(WHO) annual assembly, but activists said on Thursday they fear crucial costs may be left out, 
enabling pharmaceutical firms to keep prices high….” 

https://www.devex.com/news/exclusive-the-early-stages-of-the-who-foundation-94930
https://www.keionline.org/30793
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/future-of-drug-pricing-resolution-hangs-in-balance-at-world-health-assembly/
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/future-of-drug-pricing-resolution-hangs-in-balance-at-world-health-assembly/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-pricing/who-drug-pricing-talks-may-fail-to-end-secrecy-activists-fear-idUSKCN1ST227
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For some background on the politics around this draft resolution, see also the Economist - The 
global battle over high drug prices    “Western countries, as well as poor ones, are demanding 
transparency in the cost of drugs.” 

And a link:  

HPW - Several Ministers Of Health Speak Up For Drug Market Transparency, Lower Prices At WHA 
Side Event 

Ebola DRC outbreak - discussions @WHA  & new UN (system-wide) 
strengthened Ebola response 

HPW - Ebola Epidemic Enduring, Conflict Zones Complicate Response, Need Of Breaking Silos 

Between Actors 

https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/ebola-epidemic-enduring-conflict-zones-complicate-response-

need-of-breaking-silos-between-actors/ 

Report of the Ebola discussion at the WHA. “The ongoing Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo (DRC) is not related to the lack of means or experience to fight the epidemic, but the 
difficulty to reach communities, the World Health Organization Director-General told the World 
Health Assembly today. The DRC Minister of Health illustrated the complexity of the response, linked 
to the security environment as well as the density and high mobility of the population in affected 
zones….” 

See also GHN - Bullets and Ebola: The Latest Update from DRC.   

“…Kalenga (i.e. MoH DRC) pushed back on the emerging narrative that violence has arisen because 
the responders are failing at community engagement. “There is the issue of community engagement 
and then there is the issue of violence. Each requires a different response,” he said. …” 

Devex - Questions arise again over need to declare Ebola public health emergency   (J Ravelo) 

“As the Ebola outbreak rages on in the Democratic Republic of Congo, and the World Health 
Organization and other organizations face increasing challenges to respond, questions swirl again 
over whether it’s time to declare a public health emergency of international concern….” 

“…Despite the challenges, however, the declaration of a public health emergency of international 
concern, or PHEIC, seems far from the agenda….” 

See also HPW (with assessment by Jeremy Farrar)  Collaboration & Science To Fight Epidemics, A 

Long Road Still Ahead – Speakers Say On the Margins Of WHA  

https://www.economist.com/business/2019/05/21/the-global-battle-over-high-drug-prices?utm_campaign=KFF-2018-Daily-GHP-Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=72942489&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--uSzllQvajr5BzN2Lw9iDR-TgENUxcgfbw4iJwxLmNcBUWakdoYNmiyL0g3IJn9lgaMrOQ7cC6QRbXBWYc9WWNXqb9bw&_hsmi=72942489
https://www.economist.com/business/2019/05/21/the-global-battle-over-high-drug-prices?utm_campaign=KFF-2018-Daily-GHP-Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=72942489&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--uSzllQvajr5BzN2Lw9iDR-TgENUxcgfbw4iJwxLmNcBUWakdoYNmiyL0g3IJn9lgaMrOQ7cC6QRbXBWYc9WWNXqb9bw&_hsmi=72942489
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/several-ministers-of-health-speak-up-for-drug-market-transparency-lower-prices-at-wha-side-event/
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/several-ministers-of-health-speak-up-for-drug-market-transparency-lower-prices-at-wha-side-event/
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/ebola-epidemic-enduring-conflict-zones-complicate-response-need-of-breaking-silos-between-actors/
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/ebola-epidemic-enduring-conflict-zones-complicate-response-need-of-breaking-silos-between-actors/
https://www.globalhealthnow.org/2019-05/bullets-and-ebola-latest-update-drc?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=d542180b8e-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_05_20_01_00&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-d542180b8e-858767
https://www.devex.com/news/questions-arise-again-over-need-to-declare-ebola-public-health-emergency-94924
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/collaboration-and-science-to-fight-epidemics-a-long-road-still-ahead-speakers-say-on-the-margins-of-wha/
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/collaboration-and-science-to-fight-epidemics-a-long-road-still-ahead-speakers-say-on-the-margins-of-wha/
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United Nations strengthens Ebola response in Democratic Republic of the Congo 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-05-2019-united-nations-strengthens-ebola-response-in-

democratic-republic-of-the-congo  

“…the United Nations announced [today] measures to strengthen its response and end the 
outbreak. … … In view of the increasingly complex environment, the UN in partnership with the 
Government and all partners is now strengthening its political engagement and operational 
support to negotiate access to communities; increasing support for humanitarian coordination; 
and bolstering preparedness and readiness planning for Goma and surrounding countries. WHO is 
adapting public health strategies to identify and treat people as quickly as possible; expanding 
vaccination to reach and protect more people; and redoubling work to end transmission in health 
facilities. The UN Secretary-General has established a strengthened coordination and support 
mechanism in the epicenter of the outbreak, Butembo. MONUSCO Deputy UN Special 
Representative of the Secretary-General (DSRSG) David Gressly has been appointed UN Emergency 
Ebola Response Coordinator (EERC) in the Ebola affected areas of the DRC. Mr. Gressly will work 
closely with WHO, which will continue to lead all health operations and technical support activities to 
the Government response to the epidemic. … … WHO’s Dr. Fall said: “This system-wide and 
international support is exactly what WHO has been calling for. We know that the outbreak 
response must be owned by the local population, and this new approach reflects what they have 
asked for: better security for patients and health workers, wider access to vaccination, and a more 
humane face to the response.”…” 

See also UN News - DR Congo: ‘No time to lose’ says newly appointed UN Ebola response 
coordinator   

See also Reuters  - U.N. creates new Ebola chief role to tackle security, political issues in Congo   

“The United Nations named an Emergency Ebola Response Coordinator on Thursday, creating a 
new position to boost efforts to contain a 10-month epidemic in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
that has killed more than 1,200 people….” 

“…David Gressly, currently deputy chief of the UN’s MONUSCO peacekeeping mission in Congo, has 
been appointed to the new post, the statement said. “He will oversee the coordination of 
international support for the Ebola response and work to ensure that an enabling environment - 
particularly security and political - is in place to allow the Ebola response to be even more effective,” 
it said….” 

Reuters - Congo wants more use of Merck vaccine rather than J&J newcomer: minister   

“Democratic Republic of Congo called on Wednesday for Merck’s experimental Ebola vaccine to be 
fully licensed to facilitate its use in the Ebola-hit country, while saying Johnson & Johnson’s rival drug 
would complicate matters….” 

“Both vaccines are experimental drugs that can be used under strictly controlled research protocols 
but Merck’s has been used throughout the outbreak and has proven highly effective, the World 
Health Organization (WHO) says. Congolese Health Minister Oly Ilunga Kalenga told reporters in 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-05-2019-united-nations-strengthens-ebola-response-in-democratic-republic-of-the-congo
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-05-2019-united-nations-strengthens-ebola-response-in-democratic-republic-of-the-congo
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/05/1039051
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/05/1039051
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-ebola-congo/un-ebola-chief-to-tackle-security-political-issues-in-congo-idUSKCN1ST0Y3?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=a32b18dd05-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_05_22_12_37&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-a32b18dd05-865935
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-ebola-congo/congo-wants-more-use-of-merck-vaccine-rather-than-jj-newcomer-minister-idUSKCN1SS2KS
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Geneva that the government would roll out a “geographic ring” vaccination strategy in the coming 
days….” 

Health Emergencies program  

Devex - Report finds lack of diversity, gender balance in WHO health emergencies program   

“The World Health Organization has demonstrated “impressive progress” in the speed and scale of 
its emergency response. But it needs to strengthen its human resource capacity and staff trained in 
emergency response at the country level. It also needs to improve the diversity of its staff, including 
in its health emergencies program, according to a special report by the Independent Oversight and 
Advisory Committee of the WHO Health Emergencies Program….” 

WHO budget approved 

Cfr a tweet by Peter Singer: “Committee A approves Programme Budget 2020-2021 ! This is a major 
step in implementing @WHO’s new strategy. #WHA72”  

Vaccines  

GHN - Booster Shot for Vaccines  (Via the explicit stance of A Azar, US Secretary of Health and 

Human Services) 

“…  “Vaccines are some of the most thoroughly tested medical products we have. Vaccines are 
safe, effective, and lifesaving.” No one in Salle XXIII at the World Health Assembly on Tuesday 
afternoon was expecting anything different, nor would they doubt the statement’s veracity, but relief 
permeated the room as Alex Azar, US Secretary of Health and Human Services, delivered the full-
throated endorsement of vaccines.  The US, under President Trump, unequivocally was backing 
vaccines on the world stage….” 

AFP -  Fight vaccine hesitancy as 'contagious disease', UN meeting told  

“Faced with a global resurgence of measles, health experts called Tuesday for countries to step up 
the fight against vaccine resistance, warning the movement was spreading like a contagious 
disease….”  “Resurgence of the once all-but-eradicated disease is linked to the growing anti-vaccine 
movement in richer nations, which has been identified as a major global health threat. "It's a 
contagious disease," Seth Berkley, who heads the GAVI Vaccine Alliance, told AFP, warning that 
misinformation about vaccine safety "spreads at the speed of light."…” 

Health & migrants  

This was the topic of a side event on Tuesday.  Among others, financing was also discussed ( and not 
for the first time in global health, a new funding mechanism along the lines of the Global Fund was 
being discussed, to pay for migrant health in LMICs).  

See also this Lancet Comment from last week - WHO takes action to promote the health of refugees 
and migrants  (by L Gostin et al).   

https://www.devex.com/news/report-finds-lack-of-diversity-gender-balance-in-who-health-emergencies-program-94936?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTnpCaE1tVTBNMkl6WWpsayIsInQiOiJIMjVVcUdaRjN0c0FJUjVhU09xaVpLcGxWRXg5TEI5dVFIaytFMGZ5TlU5U1pPK2xORVhBcDViTmNoZTRRT0FIVkJmaTU1MTRudzgxMXNOQ3J3MWZKQXJSK2U2NzkwU3JxSDlMZGQ1cVo2V21HdjZUOFd5bE5GYUJ4THFCMVZZMSJ9
https://twitter.com/WHO
https://twitter.com/hashtag/WHA72?src=hash
https://www.globalhealthnow.org/2019-05/booster-shot-vaccines?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=bbf6968ac7-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_05_21_10_00&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-bbf6968ac7-865935
https://www.france24.com/en/20190521-fight-vaccine-hesitancy-contagious-disease-un-meeting-told?utm_campaign=KFF-2018-Daily-GHP-Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=72942489&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--uSzllQvajr5BzN2Lw9iDR-TgENUxcgfbw4iJwxLmNcBUWakdoYNmiyL0g3IJn9lgaMrOQ7cC6QRbXBWYc9WWNXqb9bw&_hsmi=72942489
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)31051-7/fulltext?utm_campaign=lancet&utm_content=92100070&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&hss_channel=tw-27013292
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)31051-7/fulltext?utm_campaign=lancet&utm_content=92100070&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&hss_channel=tw-27013292


 

13 
 

The yearly controversy on travel expenses  

AP Exclusive: UN health agency struggles with travel abuses 

https://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/ap-exclusive-health-agency-struggles-travel-abuses-

63148426 

Published by AP at the start of the WHA.  

“The World Health Organization spent nearly $192 million on travel expenses last year, with staffers 
sometimes breaking the agency's own rules by traveling in business class, booking expensive last-
minute tickets and traveling without the required approvals, according to internal documents 
obtained by The Associated Press….” 

For some background on this issue, see also Aidnography (2018)  Should aid workers fly less? Yes, 
but it’s a bit more complicated. ) 

Other (high profile media) criticism of WHO 

Guardian - Purdue Pharma accused of 'corrupting' WHO to boost global opioid sales 

Guardian;  

“Purdue Pharma, the drug manufacturer that kickstarted the US opioid epidemic, corruptly 
influenced the World Health Organization in order to boost painkiller sales across the globe, 
according to a report by members of [US] Congress. An investigation by Katherine Clark and Hal 
Rogers, who represent districts in Massachusetts and Kentucky hard hit by the US opioid epidemic, 
accuses Purdue of replicating its false marketing claims about the safety and effectiveness of opioids 
to change WHO prescribing guidelines in an attempt to expand foreign markets for its drugs….” 

Women & global health equity/GHG  (& UHC) 

Women in Global Health did its yearly analysis of the gender composition of country delegations:  

“The votes are in! And the majority of voters guessed correctly - only 22% of #WHA72 delegations 
are led by women.”  

It’s clear that a lot of sessions also stressed SRHR should be part and parcel of UHC (including in the 
political declaration for the HLM), and that gender equality in general should be at the heart of 
UHC.  

Global Action Plan for Healthy lives and well-being for all (GAP) 

https://www.who.int/sdg/global-action-plan 

https://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/ap-exclusive-health-agency-struggles-travel-abuses-63148426
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/ap-exclusive-health-agency-struggles-travel-abuses-63148426
http://aidnography.blogspot.com/2018/10/should-aid-workers-fly-less-its-complicated-response-dorothea-hilhorst.html
http://aidnography.blogspot.com/2018/10/should-aid-workers-fly-less-its-complicated-response-dorothea-hilhorst.html
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/may/22/purdue-pharma-opioid-world-health-organization-painkiller-global-sales?utm_source=STAT+Newsletters&utm_campaign=9bf03ff4ea-MR_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8cab1d7961-9bf03ff4ea-149563537
https://twitter.com/hashtag/WHA72?src=hash
https://www.who.int/sdg/global-action-plan
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Some of the things we learned on this (still somewhat mysterious) GAP, among others at the 
Technical Briefing on Monday. As you recall, the GAP was requested by Germany, Ghana & Norway 
in a Letter, and launched at the WHS in Berlin last year.  

12 big development organisations are aligning for it, each trying to play to its strengths (taking the 
lead, thus, on one or a few of the 7 Accelerators).  The aim is indeed to Accelerate the journey 
towards health SDG 3 (and other health related SDG targets). Each of these Accelerators has a 
Sherpa. And 80 % of the impact will be in the countries, Peter Singer assured, in spite of the name 
‘Global’ Action plan. Not all civil society people are happy with how civil society has been engaged so 
far in the process. Check out also this Letter from Civil Society to the 12 leads - 
https://csemonline.net/project/gap-advisory-group-letter-to-who-director-general/  

WHO is coordinating, but it’s clear that some of the organizations have far more money than others 
in this constellation. So let’s see how that works out …  

A two-week online consultation on #SDG3+ GAP will take place in June 2019.   In September, 
during Global Health Week in NY, the GAP will be launched. And then it’ll have to be implemented. 

Adolescent Health 

New report WHO/UNICEF/… - Adolescent Health: The Missing Population in Universal Health 

Coverage 

https://www.childhealthinitiative.org/connect/publications/adolescent-health 

“The Sustainable Development Goals and global political momentum behind Universal Health 
Coverage (UHC) offer significant opportunities to build collective global and national action towards 
achieving universal health coverage for adolescents. This paper sets out the evidence base on 
adolescent health and makes the case that to achieve Universal Health Coverage, policy makers 
need to take urgent action on the leading killers of young people, including road traffic injury.”  

“…This paper sets out the evidence base on adolescent health and makes the case that to achieve 
Universal Health Coverage, policy makers need to take urgent action in the areas of service 
delivery, financing and governance.” 

Air pollution & environment/climate change 

HPW - Green Light For First-Ever WHO Strategy On Health, Environment And Climate Change 

https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/green-light-for-first-ever-who-strategy-on-health-
environment-and-climate-change/ 

Coverage of the adoption of this – first ever – WHO strategy on health, environment & climate 
change. “Faced by an annual death toll of nearly 13 million people due to environmental risks, the 
World Health Assembly today approved a first-ever global strategy that sets out a transformative 
plan for action on Health, environment and climate change….” 

https://csemonline.net/project/gap-advisory-group-letter-to-who-director-general/
https://twitter.com/hashtag/SDG3?src=hash
https://www.childhealthinitiative.org/connect/publications/adolescent-health
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/green-light-for-first-ever-who-strategy-on-health-environment-and-climate-change/
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/green-light-for-first-ever-who-strategy-on-health-environment-and-climate-change/
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PS: The new WHO Global strategy on ‘Health, environment and climate change’ doesn’t seem to 
be Tedros’ top priority though, Andrew Harmer pointed out on Twitter.  Unlike polio for example. 

It’s more than worth to give the PHM position on this in full (via 5 tweets, in which they urge 
member states to make 4 bold commitments): 

“For @PHM and @MMI, it is becoming clear that our response to address climate change is 
inadequate. Everywhere we look our environment is collapsing. The IPCC report tells us we have 
barely 11 years to act, while the @IPBES warns that 1 million species are at risk of extinction. They 
present us with the same dire warning: act now or it will be too late. Therefore, we urge all member 
states to make four bold commitments: #1 No longer use the term ‘change’ when describing the 
environment and climate but instead use the term environmental and climate ‘breakdown’ or 
‘crisis’. #2 Bring climate breakdown out of the shadows. It is currently hidden within category three 
of WHO´s programme ‘Promoting life through the life-course’. #3 Ensure that climate breakdown is 
adequately funded: 3% of the total WHO budget is clearly not enough. Of the available $108m, just 
$36m of the total was spent by the end of 2018. Please ensure that all available funds are spent. #4 
Finally, demonstrate leadership and mobilise political will by declaring climate breakdown a Public 
Health emergency of International Concern. You have a stark choice to make: bold, urgent action 
now, today, or we will run out of time. It is up to you.” 

HPW - Air Pollution Does More Damage Than Previously Understood, Leading To Chronic Health 

Impacts 

https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/air-pollution-does-more-damage-than-previously-understood-

leading-to-chronic-health-impacts/ 

“Air pollution is doing more damage than previously understood, causing a range of chronic health 
impacts that go even beyond the annual 7 million deaths estimated by the WHO, said panelists 
yesterday at a World Health Assembly (WHA) side event, Every Breath Can Do Damage: The 
Urgency of Air Pollution Action. … …. this week WHO [launched its new Global Health and Energy 
Platform of Action, co-led with United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), with the aim of 
accelerating the transition to clean energy to improve health and livelihoods. The new platform will 
“strengthen the political and technical cooperation between the health and energy sector through a 
multi-stakeholder platform that will gather government, civil society, UN agencies, and the private 
sector,” she said. Air pollution is also central to a new WHO global strategy on “Health, 
environment and climate change,” A72/15, which will be discussed in a formal WHA session 
[tomorrow]. The strategy, which is up for approval this week by the WHA, notes that “failure to 
tackle air pollution and to mitigate climate change together result in a lost opportunity to gain the 
health, economic and environmental multiple benefits.” 

Mental Health 

WHO - The WHO special initiative for mental health (2019-2023): universal health coverage for 

mental health 

https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/310981  

https://twitter.com/Phm
https://twitter.com/MMI
https://twitter.com/IPBES
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/air-pollution-does-more-damage-than-previously-understood-leading-to-chronic-health-impacts/
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/air-pollution-does-more-damage-than-previously-understood-leading-to-chronic-health-impacts/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/every-breath-can-do-damage-the-urgency-of-air-pollution-action-registration-60723672138
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/every-breath-can-do-damage-the-urgency-of-air-pollution-action-registration-60723672138
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA72/A72_15-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/310981
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New special WHO initiative on mental health, launched at the WHA. 

For more on this new initiative, see this coverage of the (Wednesday) technical briefing on mental 

health by GHN - A New Plan for Mental Illness, the Silent Killer   

“…To address the issues, WHO has launched a special initiative on mental health seeking to raise 
$60 million to bring quality affordable care to 100 million more people in 12 priority countries by 
2023. The effort would enhance mental health care in primary care settings, increase specialty care 
and services, and bolster community support as well….” 

Some other news snippets from the #WHA72 

 

• HPW - Digital Health Revolution Needs Change Of Mindset  

“A side event [yesterday] on the margins of the World Health Assembly launched two new digital 
health initiatives, while a panel of speakers from government, industry and civil society described 
how the digital health revolution can help achieve universal health coverage. PATH, a global health 
non-profit announced the launch of a new Center of Digital and Data Excellence to promote the 
integration of digital technologies and data best practices across PATH’s programs, which are 
focused on introducing new technologies for vaccines, drugs, diagnostics, health systems and services 
in low- and middle-income countries. … … Meanwhile, Novartis Foundation, also announced that it 
would co-chair with Microsoft a new Broadband Commission Working Group on Digital and 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) in Health to deliver recommendations for how AI can drive improvements 
in health systems accuracy, productivity and workflow….” 

• Xinhua - Britain announces multi-million dollar boost for global health program 

Xinhua; 

“Britain's Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt announced Monday a 70-million-pound (90 million U.S. 
dollars) boost for a WHO-backed global health program. The Better Health Program will operate a 
range of health initiatives to help improve the lives of up to 150 million people across eight 
emerging economies --Brazil, Mexico, South Africa, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam and 
Myanmar. The program, led by British Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO), has been 
developed in consultation with the UK Departments of Health, International Development and Trade, 
with the assistance of UK government health organisations….” 

• WHO – Progress report on HIV, viral hepatitis and sexually transmitted infections 2019: 

Accountability for the global health sector strategies, 2016–2021 

https://www.who.int/hiv/strategy2016-2021/progress-report-2019/en/  

https://www.globalhealthnow.org/2019-05/new-plan-silent-killer?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=a32b18dd05-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_05_22_12_37&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-a32b18dd05-865935
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/digital-health-revolution-needs-change-of-mindset/
https://www.path.org/
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-05/21/c_138075170.htm?utm_campaign=KFF-2018-Daily-GHP-Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=72899270&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--DoYFGwCEgljBNRaz0U-95ol7odPseMhThoupNI9r_cewWqYYhklmSrCWED18JecLdwe0lz5oEFyVxCmon_0ZH9mvxkA&_hsmi=72899270
https://www.who.int/hiv/strategy2016-2021/progress-report-2019/en/
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Also released at #WHA72.  Cfr a tweet: “The first-ever #HIVHepSTIs2019 progress report reviews 
success and challenges in implementing #GHSS 2016-2021 adopted at #WHA69. It outlines progress 
scorecards and 8 joint actions for accelerating progress towards #UHC.”  

• Lancet Global Health Comment - WHO's Snakebite Envenoming Strategy for prevention 
and control   

Ren Minghui (WHO) et al explain the new WHO Snakebite Envenoming strategy, launched on 23 
May, and what implementation will involve, timewise, in the coming years.  

See also Devex (Vince Chadwick) - The race to tackle snakebite  

• UNAIDS (press release) - UNAIDS launches Health Innovation Exchange to connect 
innovations in health to country needs and investments  

“UNAIDS and partners have launched a new initiative to leverage the potential of innovations to 
improve the health of all. The Health Innovation Exchange will link innovators to investors and 
innovations to implementers. Launched on the sidelines of the World Health Assembly in Geneva, 
Switzerland, the initiative aims to support global efforts to reach the Sustainable Development Goals. 
… … To mark the launch the Health Innovation Exchange, a three-day event held between 21 and 
23 May at the Palais des Nations in Geneva, [will] showcase 24 innovations for HIV, tuberculosis 
and health systems….” 

Have to admit I studiously avoided this innovation initiative : ) 

• GHN – Polio: Waiting for the Final Blow   

Short report of the Committee meeting dedicated to polio.  

 

And some tweets: 

“The Global Preparedness Monitoring Board calls on #WHA72 to ensure sustained commitment to 
#healthsecurity and action for global preparedness for infectious disease outbreaks and health 
emergencies.” 

“#WHA72 @WHO announced its Special Initiative for #mentalhealth over 5 years, with aims to 
raise USD 60 million as catalytic fund, to improve access to mental health care for one million more 
people in 12 priority countries.  

Graduate Institute (Global Health Centre) sessions 

I quite enjoyed a number of Graduate institute hosted sessions, starting with the Briefing for 
Delegates on Sunday, but also the political determinants of health session (Wednesday, with among 
others Thomas Bollyky  (on his recent Lancet study) & Edwin Ng (on how (sufficient) female presence 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(19)30225-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(19)30225-6/fulltext
https://www.devex.com/news/the-race-to-tackle-snakebite-94941
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2019/may/20190521_health-innovation-exchange
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2019/may/20190521_health-innovation-exchange
https://www.globalhealthnow.org/2019-05/polio-waiting-final-blow?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=a32b18dd05-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_05_22_12_37&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-a32b18dd05-865935
https://graduateinstitute.ch/communications/events/democracy-good-health
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in governments is a political determinant of health)), a Symposium on Innovative financing for NCDs 
(among others, on a Catalytic Fund for NCDs (or at least the ongoing discussion around it).   

The event on the new health economy on Thursday (with among others J Sturchio, A Soucat & I 
Kickbusch) was equally interesting & entertaining.  PS: While there’s some truth to the concept of a 
‘health economy’, I’d hope its proponents would find a better (also ecological/planetary health) 
balance between arguing for health as a big contributor to economic growth, and also to the new 
wellbeing society we need (and which they also seem to advocate for). That balance is not there, for 
the moment. And so the concept feels very political/strategic vs “the powers that be” (Ministers of 
Finance & heads of state, first of all), for the time being.  

Zero Draft political declaration for the UN High-Level 
meeting on UHC released 

https://www.un.org/pga/73/2019/05/17/universal-health-coverage-8/ 

A must-read of course.  First reactions have been a bit mixed, on Twitter.  

UNAIDS leadership 

United Nations Secretary-General appoints Gunilla Carlsson as Executive Director, 

a.i., of UNAIDS 

https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2019/may/20

190513_gunilla-carlsson 

Meanwhile, the process for the nomination of the next UNAIDS Executive Director is ongoing.  

Attacks on health care workers 

Devex - Health worker attacks are up, but numbers might not tell the full story 

https://www.devex.com/news/health-worker-attacks-are-up-but-numbers-might-not-tell-the-full-

story-94911 

“Reported attacks on health care workers spiked last year, but that may not mean violence against 
vaccination workers, doctors, nurses, paramedics, and other health workers is actually on the rise. 
New reporting mechanisms on health care worker attacks are making it easier to document the 
ongoing issue and potentially giving it more visibility, according to Leonard Rubenstein, chair of the 
Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition and the director of Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School’s 
program on human rights, health, and conflict….” 

https://www.un.org/pga/73/2019/05/17/universal-health-coverage-8/
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2019/may/20190513_gunilla-carlsson
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2019/may/20190513_gunilla-carlsson
https://www.devex.com/news/health-worker-attacks-are-up-but-numbers-might-not-tell-the-full-story-94911
https://www.devex.com/news/health-worker-attacks-are-up-but-numbers-might-not-tell-the-full-story-94911
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Global Palliative care 

Lancet Global Health (Comment) - Global palliative care: from need to action 

C Centeno et al; https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(19)30223-
2/fulltext 

“Katherine Sleeman and colleagues report the first worldwide projection of the future global 
burden of serious health-related suffering. The calculation followed the methods used by the Lancet 
Commission on Palliative Care and Pain Relief assessing global palliative care need. Combining these 
methods with WHO's revised global and regional projections of mortality up to 2060,3 the authors 
estimate the global burden of serious health-related suffering requiring palliative care by world 
regions and age groups for 20 health conditions. The vision of the future delivered by this Article is 
alarming: “By 2060, an estimated 48 million people (47% of all deaths globally) will die each year 
with serious health-related suffering, and 83% of these deaths will occur in low-income and 
middle-income countries”. These numbers indicate that 130 000 people worldwide will die every 
day with serious health-related suffering by 2060, the equivalent to twice the size of a Super Bowl 
stadium. The real burden of serious health-related suffering is even greater because the authors' 
calculations are based on mortality data and do not include the burden of people living with serious 
health-related suffering who do not die in a given period….” 

“…This Article is timely in the debate about global awareness of palliative care as an essential 
component of universal health coverage. … … The global health community has the responsibility 
and the opportunity to improve the quality of life of people living and dying with serious health-
related suffering, by recognising it as a public health priority and by supporting initiatives to tackle 
it. … … The findings of Sleeman and colleagues support the development of a global strategy, 
implementation, and indicators as a matter of extreme urgency.” 

For the new Lancet Global Health Study by Sleeman et al, see The escalating global burden of 
serious health-related suffering: projections to 2060 by world regions, age groups, and health 
conditions  

#Decolonize global health 

Devex - The activists trying to 'decolonize' global health 

https://www.devex.com/news/the-activists-trying-to-decolonize-global-health-

94904#.XOPlXgkPUiM.twitter 

Featuring the likes of Renzo Guinto, Sudipta Saha and Rachel Thompson. Among others. 

For some recordings of the Decolonization conference in Harvard, see here.  

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(19)30223-2/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(19)30223-2/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(19)30172-X/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(19)30172-X/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(19)30172-X/fulltext
https://www.devex.com/news/the-activists-trying-to-decolonize-global-health-94904#.XOPlXgkPUiM.twitter
https://www.devex.com/news/the-activists-trying-to-decolonize-global-health-94904#.XOPlXgkPUiM.twitter
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/decolonization-of-public-health-so/agenda/
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Oslo Summit on tackling sexual violence in crises 

Guardian - The world over, people in crisis suffer sexual violence – this scourge 

must end 

N Kanem  (UNFPA) & M Lowcock (UN under SG); https://www.theguardian.com/global-

development/2019/may/23/the-world-over-people-in-crisis-suffer-sexual-violence-this-scourge-

must-end?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment 

“Tackling gender violence in crises requires changes of response and focus – as delegates in Oslo 
for a major summit will be told.” 

“…The UN, governments, the International Committee of the Red Cross and civil society organisations 
are coming together in Norway this week for a first-of-its-kind conference on ending sexual and 
gender-based violence in humanitarian crises. The aim is to strengthen collective responsibility, 
promote best practices and increase funding and political commitment to prevention and effective 
response….”   Kanem & Lowcock outline 3 key steps needed to tackle this scourge.  

Safe abortion  

Lancet (Editorial) – We must all support women in the fight for abortion 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)31182-1/fulltext#figures  

Starting from the recent Alabama bill, the Lancet argues we should all stand up for protecting safe 
abortions: “…Abortion is a settled, inviolable right that is central to achieving not only reproductive 
health goals but women's freedom over their own bodies. It is of the utmost importance that 
medical organisations, journals, NGOs, and advocates come together to condemn the rolling back 
of abortion laws and campaign for rights to be respected.” 

Family planning in SSA 

Lancet Global Health (Comment) - Modern contraceptives in sub-Saharan African 

countries 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(19)30199-8/fulltext 

Comment accompanying a new study in the Lancet Global Health -   Trends in contraceptive 
prevalence rates in sub-Saharan Africa since the 2012 London Summit on Family Planning: results 
from repeated cross-sectional surveys  

“In The Lancet Global Health, Saifuddin Ahmed and colleagues present the findings from their 
study in which they assessed the progress in modern contraceptive prevalence rates since the 2012 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/may/23/the-world-over-people-in-crisis-suffer-sexual-violence-this-scourge-must-end?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/may/23/the-world-over-people-in-crisis-suffer-sexual-violence-this-scourge-must-end?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/may/23/the-world-over-people-in-crisis-suffer-sexual-violence-this-scourge-must-end?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)31182-1/fulltext#figures
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(19)30199-8/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(19)30200-1/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(19)30200-1/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(19)30200-1/fulltext
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London Summit on Family Planning in some sub-Saharan African countries. This programme was 
launched by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the UK government, and other partners and laid 
the foundations for the Family Planning 2020 initiative, which aims to enable 120 million additional 
women to use modern contraceptive methods by 2020 (“120 by 20”) in the world's 69 poorest 
countries. This goal will require increasing the pre-2012 annual growth rate of modern 
contraceptive prevalence rates from an estimated 0·7 to 1·4 percentage points. …”  

Assessment of the study, what it measures, and its constraints.    

The authors examined the post-Summit trends in modern contraceptive prevalence rates in nine 
settings in eight sub-Saharan African countries (Burkina Faso; Kinshasa, DR Congo; Ethiopia; 
Ghana; Kenya; Niamey, Niger; Kaduna, Nigeria; Lagos, Nigeria; and Uganda). 

“Overall, the annual growth rates exceeded the 1·4 percentage points needed to achieve the 
FP2020 goal of 120 million additional users of modern contraceptives by 2020 in the select study 
settings. …”But there was quite some variability, both above and under the expected growth rate.  

G7 health ministers meeting in Paris: launch of PHC 
Universal Knowledge Initiative 

HPW - G7 Countries Prioritise Primary Health Care At Health Ministers’ Meeting 

In Paris 

https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/g7-countries-prioritise-primary-health-care-at-health-

ministers-meeting-in-paris/ 

Nice report from the G7 Health Ministers’ meeting from last week in France. “Health Ministers from 
G7 countries wrapped up a two-day meeting today in Paris that focused on strengthening primary 
health care, health inequalities for developing countries and the elimination of HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria. Entitled “Ensuring Health Care For All: A G7 Priority,” the meeting of the 
Group of 7 (G7) most developed countries also announced the launch of a new primary health care 
initiative – which will seek to improve primary health care through knowledge sharing….” 

See also GAVI for some more info on this G7 Primary Health Care Universal Knowledge Initiative 
and OECD:  

“…Five international organisations, the OECD, the World Bank, the World Health Organization, 
the Global Fund and GAVI, a vaccine alliance, have issued a statement to work together to produce 
a joint report. The report will include among other things an identification of the need for a 
universal knowledge exchange platform, a mapping of existing expert platforms, and an 
identification of the current shortcomings regarding knowledge dissemination and the exchange of 
good practices in the area of people-centred primary health care. The joint report should help to 
accelerate progress among all our countries, and will be a key step towards achieving and sustaining 
universal health coverage…” 

https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/g7-countries-prioritise-primary-health-care-at-health-ministers-meeting-in-paris/
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/g7-countries-prioritise-primary-health-care-at-health-ministers-meeting-in-paris/
https://www.gavi.org/library/news/statements/2019/gavi-welcomes-g7-initiative-on-primary-health-care/
https://www.gavi.org/library/news/statements/2019/gavi-welcomes-g7-initiative-on-primary-health-care/
http://oecdobserver.org/news/fullstory.php/aid/6196/The_G7_Primary_Health_Care_Universal_Knowledge_Initiative.html
https://www.worldbank.org/
https://www.who.int/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/
https://www.gavi.org/
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The WB’s Investing in Health blog also had an article on it (by J Veillard & Tim Evans), worth 
checking out - Strengthening primary health care is the smartest way to reduce health inequalities  

Linking it also to their Human Capital agenda, among others.   

“Late last week, Ministers of Health of the G7 and the European Commissioner for Health and Food 
Safety met with heads of international organizations, representatives from the G5 Sahel countries 
and with civil society to discuss a joint commitment to strengthen primary health care (PHC).The G7 
issued a ministerial statement which establishes several key areas of focus for the G7 on health.  It 
emphasizes: Strengthening the primary health care system as the best way to reduce inequalities and 
improve health and well-being and socio-economic development, as well as social stability and 
security. Committing to keep global health as a high-level political priority for the G7, through its 
engagement among G7 countries but also between G7 and low- and middle-income countries 
(LMICs). Endorsing an initiative led by France to launch a Primary Health Care Universal Knowledge 
Initiative, through which interested G7 countries would work with international organizations and 
LMICs to curate knowledge and accelerate learning to strengthen coverage of PHC to reach the most 
vulnerable. Supporting a successful Sixth Replenishment Conference of the Global Fund for AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria that aims to raise at least USD 14 Billion….” 

Medicines Patent Pool - G7 Health Ministers support expansion of the Medicines 

Patent Pool to essential medicines 

https://medicinespatentpool.org/mpp-media-post/g7-health-ministers-support-expansion-of-the-
medicines-patent-pool-to-essential-medicines/ 

“In a joint declaration published [today], the Health Ministers of Canada, France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan, the United Kingdom, the United States, and the European Commissioner for Health and Food 
Safety, gathered in Paris on 16-17 May, highlighted the importance of improving access to safe, 
effective, quality, affordable and essential health products and supported the expansion of the 
Medicines Patent Pool (MPP) to essential medicines. In 2018, at the request of the international 
community, the MPP expanded its mandate beyond treatment for HIV, hepatitis C and tuberculosis to 
other essential medicines. Last week, the MPP published its new framework for prioritising target 
medicines for in-licensing under its expanded mandate….”” 

Foreign Policy – U.S. Quietly Waters Down Another Communique on Gender 

Equality 

Foreign Policy; 

“This time it’s  a G-7 joint statement ahead of a meeting of national leaders in August.” 

“The Trump administration pushed the G-7 nations to water down a declaration on gender 
equality last week as part of its broad effort to stamp out references to sexual and reproductive 
health in international institutions, according to people involved in the process and drafts 
reviewed by Foreign Policy. It is only the latest iteration of the administration’s hard-line stance 
against any language that might suggest approval of abortion in the official documents of 
international institutions that include the United States. The heavy-handed diplomatic strategy has 
put Washington at odds with European allies and drawn criticism from women’s advocacy groups for 
undercutting wider efforts to improve global gender equality….” 

https://blogs.worldbank.org/health/strengthening-primary-health-care-smartest-way-reduce-health-inequalities
https://medicinespatentpool.org/mpp-media-post/g7-health-ministers-support-expansion-of-the-medicines-patent-pool-to-essential-medicines/
https://medicinespatentpool.org/mpp-media-post/g7-health-ministers-support-expansion-of-the-medicines-patent-pool-to-essential-medicines/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/05/17/united-states-waters-down-g7-communique-gender-equality-international-organizations-womens-rights-sexual-reproductive-health/?utm_campaign=KFF-2018-Daily-GHP-Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=72849160&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_Ig6QiuluRS_o6kO7xVA6uWQtd318cSRDV_XpEbIntcFRfBqMVQrOaQOrU9Kx6vc0iY9yEJ-k2HLucyqc_tD-YLIPi0CdrKH0hQba7LcumpfhmiYk&_hsmi=72849160
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HHS – (US) Secretary Azar Participates in Final Day of G7 Health Ministerial Meeting and Global 
Health Security Initiative Special Ministerial Meeting on Ebola  

Excerpts:   

“…During the meeting, the ministers also discussed replenishment of the Global Fund, an essential 
partner in the fight against the three major infectious diseases (AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria) in 
the world. The U.S. has invested over $13.8 billion in the Global Fund since its establishment in 2002. 
The U.S. intends to continue its support of the Global Fund and anticipates being able to make a 
$3.3 billion pledge to the Sixth Replenishment (2020-2022), while offering to match $1 from the 
United States for every $3 pledged by other donors. … … the ministers participated in a press 
conference and agreed to the G7 Health Ministers’ Declaration which emphasizes France’s two 
main deliverables in the G7 health track: replenishment of the Global Fund and establishment of a 
web-based, information-sharing platform on Primary Healthcare. In the Declaration, the G7 leaders 
recommit to continue to offer assistance to 76 partner countries and regions to implement the World 
Health Organization International Health Regulations, building on countries’ expertise and existing 
partnerships, to strengthen and maintain core capacities required; and therefore, to help reduce the 
vulnerability of countries to public health emergencies. … … In the afternoon, Secretary Azar hosted 
ministers for a GHSI Special Meeting on Ebola….” 

And a quick link:  

Foreign Policy - A French Feminist Foreign Policy   

“France is the latest country to pledge allegiance to a gendered international focus. Will it work?” 

Global Health Financing 

BMJ (Editorial) - Trends in global health financing 

https://www.bmj.com/content/365/bmj.l2185 

WHO – Health Financing policies in FCAS: new guidance & resource page 

https://www.who.int/health_financing/topics/fragility-and-conflict/en/ 

“WHO offers a systematic approach to health financing policy in FCAS based on its health financing 
framework and guiding principles.”   Check out this new resource webpage.  

KFF resource - Breaking Down the U.S. Global Health Budget by Program Area 

https://www.kff.org/global-health-policy/fact-sheet/breaking-down-the-u-s-global-health-budget-
by-program-area/ 

One pagers. For example on the US Global Health Budget Overview, on HIV/PEPFAR, TB, 
Malaria/PMI, GF, …  

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2019/05/17/secretary-azar-participates-in-final-day-of-g7-health-ministerial-meeting.html?utm_campaign=KFF-2018-Daily-GHP-Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=72849160&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_Ig6QiuluRS_o6kO7xVA6uWQtd318cSRDV_XpEbIntcFRfBqMVQrOaQOrU9Kx6vc0iY9yEJ-k2HLucyqc_tD-YLIPi0CdrKH0hQba7LcumpfhmiYk&_hsmi=72849160
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2019/05/17/secretary-azar-participates-in-final-day-of-g7-health-ministerial-meeting.html?utm_campaign=KFF-2018-Daily-GHP-Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=72849160&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_Ig6QiuluRS_o6kO7xVA6uWQtd318cSRDV_XpEbIntcFRfBqMVQrOaQOrU9Kx6vc0iY9yEJ-k2HLucyqc_tD-YLIPi0CdrKH0hQba7LcumpfhmiYk&_hsmi=72849160
https://www.phe.gov/Preparedness/international/ghsi/Pages/default.aspx
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/05/20/g7-france-feminist-foreign-policy/
https://www.bmj.com/content/365/bmj.l2185
https://www.who.int/health_financing/topics/fragility-and-conflict/en/
https://www.kff.org/global-health-policy/fact-sheet/breaking-down-the-u-s-global-health-budget-by-program-area/
https://www.kff.org/global-health-policy/fact-sheet/breaking-down-the-u-s-global-health-budget-by-program-area/
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Lancet Planetary Health (Editorial) – Financing a healthy civilisation 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(19)30072-5/fulltext  

Editorial of the new (May) Lancet Planetary Health issue. “…Research into sustainable approaches 
to end poverty and break the impasse in health funding in low-income countries is essential to the 
notion of planetary health. In particular, what advances could be made via leapfrogging (eg, 
skipping expensive development phases) or use of tried and tested approaches to resource allocation 
(eg, favouring strong primary care and disease prevention)? Is redistribution of DAH from middle-
income countries to low-income countries viable or desirable? To what extent is fungibility a threat to 
government health spending? And at the individual level, how can the challenge of increasing out-of-
pocket and other private spending (eg, health insurance or direct service payment by companies) be 
addressed? Low-income countries have been unable to realise the gains in health spending seen in 
middle-income countries over the past 20 years. While development assistance for health 
increased per person from $3 in 1995 to $10 in 2016, overall spending rose by just $10. If seven out 
of every ten extra dollars spent on health in low-income countries is DAH, it is clear that future 
developments need to take a different track.” 

AMR  

Cidrap News - Investors push restaurant chains to cut antibiotics in meat supply 

http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2019/05/investors-push-restaurant-chains-cut-
antibiotics-meat-supply 

“A new report from a global coalition of investors suggests the world's largest fast food and casual 
dining companies are getting the message about their role in addressing antibiotic resistance. 
Three years after it began asking companies to establish a comprehensive antibiotics policy to phase 
out routine use of antibiotics in livestock, poultry, and seafood supply chains and provide clear 
targets and timelines, the Farm Animal Investment Risk & Return (FAIRR) coalition says 17 out of 
20 companies now have publicly available policies, while 2 have internal policies and 1 is developing 
a policy. In addition, 13 of the 20 companies are now focused on reducing or prohibiting routine use 
of either all antibiotics or medically important antibiotics in their supply chains. The FAIRR coalition, 
which includes 74 institutional investors that manage nearly $5 trillion in combined assets, first 
began engaging with companies in 2016 …” 

Global Fund 

Global Fund Observer -  latest newsletter issue 

http://www.aidspan.org/gfo_article/main-decisions-global-fund%E2%80%99s-41st-board-meeting-

include-updated-allocations-methodology  

Check out, among others:  Main decisions at Global Fund’s 41st Board meeting include updated 
allocations methodology and restricted financial contributions  

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(19)30072-5/fulltext
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2019/05/investors-push-restaurant-chains-cut-antibiotics-meat-supply
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2019/05/investors-push-restaurant-chains-cut-antibiotics-meat-supply
http://www.aidspan.org/gfo_article/main-decisions-global-fund%E2%80%99s-41st-board-meeting-include-updated-allocations-methodology
http://www.aidspan.org/gfo_article/main-decisions-global-fund%E2%80%99s-41st-board-meeting-include-updated-allocations-methodology
http://www.aidspan.org/gfo_article/main-decisions-global-fund%E2%80%99s-41st-board-meeting-include-updated-allocations-methodology
http://www.aidspan.org/gfo_article/main-decisions-global-fund%E2%80%99s-41st-board-meeting-include-updated-allocations-methodology
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And: Global Fund resource mobilization efforts on track in leadup to Sixth Replenishment, Board is 
told    

Ebola DRC outbreak: almost 2000 cases and counting… 

We already covered the Ebola DRC outbreak discussion at the 72nd WHA above, and the UN 
upgrade in its involvement & system-wide response. Here some more reads & links related to the 
outbreak: 

Cidrap News – Ebola responders on edge as virus sickens 19 more 

http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2019/05/ebola-responders-edge-virus-sickens-19-
more  

Latest update: “Against a backdrop of steadily rising Ebola cases, health officials in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC) are bracing for more attacks, as threats continue in the big epicenters of 
Butembo and Katwa, and are on the rise in smaller hots spots such as Lubero and Kalunguta, the 
World Health Organization (WHO) said yesterday in a weekly situation report. Meanwhile, the 
country's health ministry was poised to report 19 new cases today, according to the latest 
information from the WHO's online Ebola dashboard….” 

“Echoing a concern raised yesterday in the WHO African regional office update, the WHO said 
another concern is that health workers are refusing to wear personal protective equipment (PPE) in 
health facilities and are performing only routine infection prevention and control (IPC) measures, 
based on violent threats from community members….” 

Lancet Editorial – Acknowledging the limits of public health solutions 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)31183-3/fulltext  

Acknowledging the limits of public health solutions in a conflicted setting like the DRC, and thus not 
sure whether a PHEIC would make such a difference, the Lancet argues this is principally a political 
problem.  “…a very real risk remains that the outbreak will cross into Rwanda or Uganda, in which 
case a declaration of a PHEIC would probably be needed to increase technical capacity and 
international coordination. For now, the focus remains on DR Congo's government and opposition 
groups. Sources at WHO told The Lancet that the organisation is working with the governments of 
the USA, the UK, and France to influence leadership within the country to address the security 
situation. There are limits to what the medical community alone can achieve—if the Ebola virus 
disease outbreak is to be ended, DR Congo's leaders on all sides of politics must step up and take 
responsibility for the response.” 

Lancet World report – NGOs push for decentralised Ebola treatment in DR Congo 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)31185-7/fulltext  

“The initiative, led by MSF and ALIMA, would provide community-based Ebola virus disease care. But 
pushback from DR Congo Ministry of Health could prove difficult. Miriam Shuchman reports.”  

http://www.aidspan.org/gfo_article/global-fund-resource-mobilization-efforts-track-leadup-sixth-replenishment-board-told
http://www.aidspan.org/gfo_article/global-fund-resource-mobilization-efforts-track-leadup-sixth-replenishment-board-told
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2019/05/ebola-responders-edge-virus-sickens-19-more
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2019/05/ebola-responders-edge-virus-sickens-19-more
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)31183-3/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)31185-7/fulltext
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“…MSF and the Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA) have been pushing for a 
decentralised approach that moves diagnosis and early care for those suspected of having the 
disease out of the Ebola treatment centres and into the community, closer to where people live….” 

Stat - The Ebola response effort is struggling. Experts say these steps could help 

https://www.statnews.com/2019/05/22/the-ebola-containment-effort-is-struggling-experts-say-

theres-a-way-to-right-the-response/ 

Based on some interviews STAT did with experts like Pierre Rolin (who just retired from CDC); Scott 
Dowel (BMGF) & Axelle Ronsse (Doctors without Borders).  

For other ideas, see the Conversation - Radical ideas are needed to break the DRC’s Ebola outbreak. 
Here are some  (by M Fallah)  

Guardian - Congo violence sparks fears over UK Ebola response 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/may/22/congo-violence-sparks-fears-

over-uk-ebola-response-drc  

“Attacks on health clinics provoke concern that disclosing details of funding might ‘put a target on 
the head’ of medical workers.” 

The Washington Post had a somewhat similar story on doctors going undercover in the DRC Ebola 
outbreak, given the hostilities against health care workers.   

Nature - Ebola survivors are protected from infection years after illness 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-01539-2 

“Antibody patterns shift as people recover from a deadly virus.”  “Scientists have charted how the 
antibodies of a person infected with Ebola virus evolve over time — and the findings suggest that 
survivors remain protected from the disease for at least three years after recovery….” 

Gavi - Gavi boosts funding for Ebola outbreak response    

“Vaccine Alliance provides over US$ 9 million to fund Ebola vaccinations in Eastern DRC”. 

Health Systems Global  

HSR 2020 – Re-imagining health systems for better health and social justice  

https://www.healthsystemsglobal.org/blog/343/HSR2020-Re-imagining-health-systems-for-better-

health-and-social-justice.html 

https://www.statnews.com/2019/05/22/the-ebola-containment-effort-is-struggling-experts-say-theres-a-way-to-right-the-response/
https://www.statnews.com/2019/05/22/the-ebola-containment-effort-is-struggling-experts-say-theres-a-way-to-right-the-response/
https://theconversation.com/radical-ideas-are-needed-to-break-the-drcs-ebola-outbreak-here-are-some-116681
https://theconversation.com/radical-ideas-are-needed-to-break-the-drcs-ebola-outbreak-here-are-some-116681
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/may/22/congo-violence-sparks-fears-over-uk-ebola-response-drc
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/may/22/congo-violence-sparks-fears-over-uk-ebola-response-drc
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-01539-2
https://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/2019/gavi-boosts-funding-for-ebola-outbreak-response/
https://www.healthsystemsglobal.org/blog/343/HSR2020-Re-imagining-health-systems-for-better-health-and-social-justice.html
https://www.healthsystemsglobal.org/blog/343/HSR2020-Re-imagining-health-systems-for-better-health-and-social-justice.html
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We reckon must of you know this already by now, but just in case. The choice of the theme for the 
Dubai 2020 HSR symposium was warmly welcomed, on Twitter and elsewhere.   

You might also want to check out this brand new blog (linked to a UHC 2030 event at #WHA72) - 
Private Sector capacity for public good: how the private sector can contribute to UHC  (by M 
Gautham et al on behalf of the Private Sector in Health TWG).  “A global multi stakeholder dialogue 
on Private Sector Engagement initiated by the UHC2030 will bring together the key highlights of this 
dialogue later today - 21 May 2019 -  at a WHA side event to debate ‘options for aligning business 
objectives of private sector with public policy objectives of improved equitable access to quality 
essential health services and financial protection’. In this blog post, the Private Sector in Health TWG 
outline their contributions to this process and their ‘asks'.”  

SDG synergies 

Lancet Child & Adolescent health (Editorial) - Partnership between health and 

education in early childhood 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/article/PIIS2352-4642(19)30126-

9/fulltext?dgcid=raven_jbs_etoc_email 

“While primary school enrolment rate in developing regions reached 91% at the end of the 
Millennium Development Goal era, 60% of children and adolescents worldwide (617 million) are not 
achieving basic proficiency in reading and mathematics expected of their school year. One reason for 
this disappointing outcome is that many young children are not developmentally on track at the 
time they enter primary school because of scarce investment in preschool education, according to 
UNICEF in their latest report, A World Ready to Learn….” 

“…Early childhood education needs to be prioritised and recognised as a core strategy for 
strengthening a country's education system and population health. To accelerate progress towards 
multiple SDGs, the synergy between the health and education sectors—alongside nutrition, child 
protection, and social protection—should be leveraged. Such intersectoral collaboration is crucial to 
ensure that every child receives the nurturing care that will allow them to reach their full 
developmental potential….” 

Quick link  (IISD): SEI Tool Predicts “Ripple Effects” of Each SDG Target 

“The Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI) describes its three-step ‘SDG Synergies approach’ in a 
brief. The approach allows users to uncover indirect “ripple” effects when progress towards Target A 
amplifies or reduces the effects of Target B. SEI concludes that this approach offers a “smarter, more 
robust and likely more cost-efficient way” to plan for SDG implementation.” 

https://www.healthsystemsglobal.org/blog/344/Private-Sector-Capacity-for-Public-Good-How-the-private-sector-can-contribute-to-UHC.html
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/article/PIIS2352-4642(19)30126-9/fulltext?dgcid=raven_jbs_etoc_email
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/article/PIIS2352-4642(19)30126-9/fulltext?dgcid=raven_jbs_etoc_email
http://uis.unesco.org/sites/default/files/documents/fs46-more-than-half-children-not-learning-en-2017.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/education/early-childhood-education
https://www.thelancet.com/series/ECD2016
http://sdg.iisd.org/news/sei-tool-predicts-ripple-effects-of-each-sdg-target/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2019-05-21-%20SDG%20Update%20AE&utm_content=2019-05-21-%20SDG%20Update%20AE+CID_250be22b6e82e6faf811f8a4067db3f0&utm_source=cm&utm_term=SEI%20Tool%20Predicts%20Ripple%20Effects%20of%20Each%20SDG%20Target
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Planetary health 

Guardian - Why the Guardian is changing the language it uses about the 

environment 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/may/17/why-the-guardian-is-changing-the-

language-it-uses-about-the-environment  

“The Guardian has updated its style guide to introduce terms that more accurately describe the 
environmental crises facing the world. Instead of “climate change” the preferred terms are “climate 
emergency, crisis or breakdown” and “global heating” is favoured over “global warming”, although 
the original terms are not banned. “We want to ensure that we are being scientifically precise, 
while also communicating clearly with readers on this very important issue,” said the editor-in-
chief, Katharine Viner. “The phrase ‘climate change’, for example, sounds rather passive and gentle 
when what scientists are talking about is a catastrophe for humanity.”…” 

Guardian - Much shorter working weeks needed to tackle climate crisis – study 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/may/22/working-fewer-hours-could-help-tackle-
climate-crisis-study  

“People across Europe will need to work drastically fewer hours to avoid disastrous climate 
heating unless there is a radical decarbonising of the economy, according to a study. The research, 
from thinktank Autonomy, shows workers in the UK would need to move to nine-hour weeks to keep 
the country on track to avoid more than 2C of heating at current carbon intensity levels. Similar 
reductions were found to be necessary in Sweden and Germany. The findings are based on OECD 
and UN data on greenhouse gas emissions per industry in the three countries. It found that at 
current carbon levels, all three would require a drastic reduction in working hours as well as urgent 
measures to decarbonise the economy to prevent climate breakdown….” 

IISD – On International Day, High-level Officials Call for Action on Biodiversity-

Food-Health Nexus 

http://sdg.iisd.org/news/on-international-day-high-level-officials-call-for-action-on-biodiversity-
food-health-nexus/  

“On the International Day for Biological Diversity, the UN Secretary-General warns that the current 
negative trends in biodiversity and ecosystems are projected to undermine progress towards 80% of 
the SDG targets. Cristiana Pasca-Palmer, CBD Executive Secretary, calls for concrete measures that 
need to be urgently implemented in order to preserve and restore the health of the ecosystems and 
food systems, and thus human health….” 

Economist - How climate change can fuel wars 

https://www.economist.com/international/2019/05/25/how-climate-change-can-fuel-wars 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/may/17/why-the-guardian-is-changing-the-language-it-uses-about-the-environment
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/may/17/why-the-guardian-is-changing-the-language-it-uses-about-the-environment
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/may/22/working-fewer-hours-could-help-tackle-climate-crisis-study
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/may/22/working-fewer-hours-could-help-tackle-climate-crisis-study
http://sdg.iisd.org/news/on-international-day-high-level-officials-call-for-action-on-biodiversity-food-health-nexus/
http://sdg.iisd.org/news/on-international-day-high-level-officials-call-for-action-on-biodiversity-food-health-nexus/
https://www.economist.com/international/2019/05/25/how-climate-change-can-fuel-wars
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“Droughts are already making conflict more likely. As the world gets hotter, mayhem could 
spread.” “…climate change is causing environmental upheaval that destabilises regions and raises 
the risk of bloodshed…” 

Guardian - ‘We need everyone’: youth activists call on adults to join climate 

strikes 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/may/23/we-need-everyone-youth-activists-call-
on-adults-to-join-climate-strikes 

“Greta Thunberg and leading youth strikers for climate action from across the world have called 
for all adults to join a global general strike on 20 September. They are asking citizens to walk out of 
work just ahead of a crucial UN summit at which nations are being urged to declare much stronger 
ambition to tackle the climate emergency….” 

Some papers and journal articles of the week 

BMJ Collection - Solutions for non-communicable disease prevention and control 

https://www.bmj.com/NCD-solutions   

This Collection, a collaboration between the BMJ & WHO, was launched at the WHA.  

“Non-communicable diseases (NCDs) constitute a major global health challenge, hampering nations’ 
economic growth and sustainable development. The four major groups of NCDs - cardiovascular 
diseases, cancer, chronic respiratory diseases, and diabetes - account for over 80% of all NCD related 
deaths and share the same four major risk factors: tobacco use, harmful use of alcohol, unhealthy 
diets, and physical inactivity. Recently, mental health and environmental determinants were also 
added to the NCD agenda. This new collection issue brings together a wide and diverse author 
group, to focus on key issues and suggest scalable solutions to accelerate the implementation of 
the high level commitments made in the three UN general assembly meetings. As this collection 
expands over time, it looks to cover the major issues in prevention and control of NCDs, and to 
provide a holistic perspective on the current challenges and scope of future action to tackle NCDs and 
improve health worldwide.” 

Start with the Editorial - Mobilising society to implement solutions for non-communicable diseases  

 “…The political landscape for NCDs is entering a critical period globally, but despite implementation 
challenges we see evidence of renewed political commitments and more buy-in from national 
governments. This series of articles on NCDs represents a timely collaboration between The 
BMJ and WHO and builds on the gathering momentum for global action. It provides an outlook on 
the challenges in the prevention and control of NCDs at national, regional, and global levels and 
highlights the need for multisectoral and multistakeholder policies and for health-in-all and whole-of-
society approaches to curb the epidemic. Authors from diverse settings—including policy experts 
from academia, WHO, other UN agencies, non-governmental organisations, and business 
associations—suggest scalable solutions to accelerate the implementation of the commitments 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/may/23/we-need-everyone-youth-activists-call-on-adults-to-join-climate-strikes
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/may/23/we-need-everyone-youth-activists-call-on-adults-to-join-climate-strikes
https://www.bmj.com/NCD-solutions
https://www.bmj.com/content/365/bmj.l360
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made in the three UN General Assembly high level meetings on NCDs. … … The articles in this series 
cover the main issues in prevention and control of NCDs, including financing and partnership 
building, integration of NCDs into primary care, implementation research, social determinants of 
health, multisectoral action, nutrition and environmental influences, a life course approach, and the 
development cooperation. It provides a holistic perspective on current challenges and possible 
solutions towards meeting the global NCD targets and improving health worldwide by 2030….” 

Lancet Global Health (Comment) - Tackling the health challenges of international 

migrant workers 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(19)30224-4/fulltext 

Comment accompanying a new (systematic review) study in the Lancet Global Health - 
Occupational health outcomes among international migrant workers: a systematic review and meta-
analysis.   

“… In The Lancet Global Health, Sally Hargreaves and colleagues have reported the results of their 
timely systematic review and meta-analysis to highlight the global prevalence of occupational health 
outcomes including injuries, mortality, and physical or psychiatric morbidity among international 
labour migrants….” 

Coverage among others in the FT - Health threat to migrant workers revealed in new study.   (gated) 

BMJ Global Health (Commentary) – Redesigning maternal health services: is 

centralisation the answer in low-resource settings? 

Claudia Hanson et al ; https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/3/e001488  

“One key recommendation of the Lancet Commission on High-Quality Health Systems in the 
Sustainable Development Goal Era published in September 2018 is the redesign of childbirth 
services. The plea for the childbirth service redesign is underpinned by the assumption that the 
centralisation of childbirth services to hospitals will result in (1) more efficient delivery care, (2) more 
skillful maternity providers and (3) more timely emergency care interventions including blood 
transfusion and caesarean section. We call for research to develop and test context-specific 
redesign strategies for improved childbirth care based on the two continuums of care: from 
pregnancy, through to childbirth and postnatal care, and from community to specialised referral 
care. Strategies need to take into account specific aspects of access, safety and quality of care in the 
respective setting in order for safe and respectful childbirth care to reach all women.” 

Plos Med - Women’s and girls’ experiences of menstruation in low- and middle-

income countries: A systematic review and qualitative metasynthesis 

J Hennegan et al; https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002803 

“Julie Hennegan and colleagues reveal the experiences and challenges facing women and girls in 
low- and middle-income countries when menstruating.” 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(19)30224-4/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(19)30204-9/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(19)30204-9/fulltext
https://www.ft.com/content/266b67c8-7aec-11e9-81d2-f785092ab560
https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/3/e001488
https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002803
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Blogs of the week 

CGD (blog) – Are Courts Promoting or Hindering Fair Priority-Setting in Health? 

D Wang, K Chalkidou et al; https://www.cgdev.org/blog/are-courts-promoting-or-hindering-fair-

priority-setting-health  

“When the right to health care is enshrined in law, coupled with mechanisms like judicial 
accountability for challenging the denial of services, it can be an important tool for achieving 
Universal Health Coverage. Yet there are concerns that justiciable rights to health care can be an 
obstacle to fair and efficient priority-setting, which is also critical for achieving sustainable UHC.” 

They conclude: “…How litigation for health care affects priority-setting depends on whether courts 
see their role as protecting the needs of right-holders against priority-setting decisions or, 
alternatively, as engaging with policymakers and scrutinizing their decisions to demand 
transparency, fairness, and evidence. This is likely to determine if the judicial protection of health 
rights promotes or hinders fair and efficient priority-setting and, ultimately, progression towards fair 
and financially sustainable UHC.” 

CGD (blog) – Changing Norms Around Gender and Economic Rewards 

Charles Kenny; https://www.cgdev.org/blog/changing-norms-around-gender-and-economic-

rewards 

“A world where risk-taking and competition weren’t considered quite so admirable or so male, and 
where more stereotypically “feminine” traits like cooperation were properly recognized and 
rewarded, would be better for both women and men.” 

Global Policy (blog) - How to Measure Inequality 

https://www.globalpolicyjournal.com/blog/23/05/2019/how-measure-inequality 

“Jason Hickel argues for the common-sense way of thinking about inequality.”   The absolute metric, 
that is, not the relative one, in his view.  

Love that “theory of increasing egregiousness”!  

Global health events  

Coming up – Women Deliver Conference ( incl. Lancet Series on Gender Equality, 

Norms & Health)   (3-6 June, Vancouver) 

https://wd2019.org/  

Cfr a tweet:  

https://www.cgdev.org/blog/are-courts-promoting-or-hindering-fair-priority-setting-health
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/are-courts-promoting-or-hindering-fair-priority-setting-health
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/changing-norms-around-gender-and-economic-rewards
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/changing-norms-around-gender-and-economic-rewards
https://www.globalpolicyjournal.com/blog/23/05/2019/how-measure-inequality
https://wd2019.org/
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“Gender norms have health consequence – for all genders. It’s time we make a change. Join 
@TheLancet at this year’s @WomenDeliver conference where they’ll discuss their latest Series on 
Gender Equality, Norms, and Health. #GenderNormsandHealth #WD2019” 

Coming up: First World Food Safety Day (7 June)  

WHO; 

“The first-ever World Food Safety Day, adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 
December 2018, will be celebrated on 7 June 2019 under the theme "Food Safety, everyone's 
business". WHO, in collaboration with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO) is pleased to facilitate Member States effort to celebrate the World Food Safety Day this year 
and in coming years….” 

Coming up – European Development Days  (18-19 June, Brussels) 

https://eudevdays.eu/  

Theme: addressing inequalities: building a world which leaves no one behind.  

Coming up – Global Health Security Conference, Sydney (18-20 June)  

https://www.ghs2019.com/  

Polio Pledging event at Reaching Last Mile Forum (November, Abu Dhabi, UAE)  

Dr. Tedros himself announced this, via a tweet in which he thanked 

“the UAE for agreeing to host the #Polio pledging event this November, at the Reaching the Last Mile 

Forum. #WHA72”      The aim is to help fill the $3.27 billion gap for the global polio program.  

Global governance of health 

U.N. grants sanctions exemption for UNICEF's aid projects in 
N. Korea 

Yonhap news agency; 

“The U.N. Security Council has granted a sanctions exemption to allow the U.N. Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) to carry out aid programs in North Korea to improve the health and nutrition of people in 
the impoverished country, according to the U.N. website. The exemption, granted on April 11, paves 
the way for UNICEF to import items to deliver safe water supplies to communities and enable 
effective treatment at hospitals, especially for malnourished children and mothers….” 

https://twitter.com/TheLancet
https://twitter.com/WomenDeliver
https://twitter.com/hashtag/GenderNormsandHealth?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/WD2019?src=hash
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2019/06/07/default-calendar/celebration-of-world-food-safety-day?utm_campaign=KFF-2018-Daily-GHP-Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=72942489&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--uSzllQvajr5BzN2Lw9iDR-TgENUxcgfbw4iJwxLmNcBUWakdoYNmiyL0g3IJn9lgaMrOQ7cC6QRbXBWYc9WWNXqb9bw&_hsmi=72942489
https://eudevdays.eu/
https://www.ghs2019.com/
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Polio?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/WHA72?src=hash
https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20190521002500325?utm_campaign=KFF-2018-Daily-GHP-Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=72942489&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--uSzllQvajr5BzN2Lw9iDR-TgENUxcgfbw4iJwxLmNcBUWakdoYNmiyL0g3IJn9lgaMrOQ7cC6QRbXBWYc9WWNXqb9bw&_hsmi=72942489
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Politico – How Mike Pence's 'Indiana mafia' took over health 
care policy 

Politico; 

“Behind the scenes, Pence has developed his own sphere of influence in an agency lower on 
Trump’s radar: Health and Human Services. Sweeping new protections for religious health care 
workers and an overhaul of family planning programs to effectively cut out Planned Parenthood 
represent something unusual in the Trump administration: a clear spotting of the fingerprints of Vice 
President Mike Pence….”    

Focus in this analysis mostly on the US.  

For related news, see Reuters - U.S. must ensure access to safe abortions: U.N. rights office  

“The United Nations human rights office called on U.S. authorities on Tuesday to ensure that 
women have access to safe abortions, saying bans lead to risky underground abortions that can 
endanger a woman’s life….” 

2019-2021 NCDA President and Board of Directors elected 

https://ncdalliance.org/news-events/news/2019-2021-ncda-president-and-board-of-directors-

elected?goal=0_1750ef6b4b-6448061777-64397109 

“Today, the NCD Alliance (NCDA) members meeting at the General Assembly in Geneva elected 
Australian advocate and civil society leader Todd Harper, CEO of Cancer Council Victoria, as the 
incoming President to lead the organisation during the next two years. The 2019-2021 Board of 
Directors was also elected, comprising of an outstanding group of individuals from a range of 
backgrounds, areas of expertise across the NCD field, and geographies.”  Harper replaces José Luis 
Castro, outgoing president.  

PS: the next (third) NCD Alliance forum will take place in Sharjah, UAE from 8 - 10 Feb 2020.   

Devex - What role should donors play in helping drones for 
delivery take flight? 

https://www.devex.com/news/what-role-should-donors-play-in-helping-drones-for-delivery-take-

flight-94895 

“On Friday, Zipline announced it has raised $190 million in new financing, which values the 
company at $1.2 billion. … … After launching in Rwanda, the company initially announced it would 
expand to Tanzania, but the deal fell through in contract negotiations with authorities. While 
Zipline’s first contract with the government of Rwanda was confidential, the financials of its new 

https://www.politico.com/story/2019/05/20/mike-pence-health-care-1331705?utm_campaign=KFF-2018-Daily-GHP-Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=72899270&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--DoYFGwCEgljBNRaz0U-95ol7odPseMhThoupNI9r_cewWqYYhklmSrCWED18JecLdwe0lz5oEFyVxCmon_0ZH9mvxkA&_hsmi=72899270
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-abortion-un/u-s-must-ensure-access-to-safe-abortions-u-n-rights-office-idUSKCN1SR1I3?feedType=RSS&feedName=healthNews&utm_campaign=KFF-2018-Daily-GHP-Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=72942489&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--uSzllQvajr5BzN2Lw9iDR-TgENUxcgfbw4iJwxLmNcBUWakdoYNmiyL0g3IJn9lgaMrOQ7cC6QRbXBWYc9WWNXqb9bw&_hsmi=72942489
https://ncdalliance.org/news-events/news/2019-2021-ncda-president-and-board-of-directors-elected?goal=0_1750ef6b4b-6448061777-64397109
https://ncdalliance.org/news-events/news/2019-2021-ncda-president-and-board-of-directors-elected?goal=0_1750ef6b4b-6448061777-64397109
https://ncdalliance.org/news-events/news/third-global-ncd-alliance-forum-to-be-held-in-sharjah-uae-on-8th%E2%80%9310th-february-2020?goal=0_1750ef6b4b-6448061777-64397109
https://www.devex.com/news/what-role-should-donors-play-in-helping-drones-for-delivery-take-flight-94895
https://www.devex.com/news/what-role-should-donors-play-in-helping-drones-for-delivery-take-flight-94895
https://www.google.com/amp/s/sg.finance.yahoo.com/amphtml/news/zipline-delivers-lifesaving-medical-supplies-112050471.html
https://spectrum.ieee.org/robotics/drones/in-the-air-with-ziplines-medical-delivery-drones


 

34 
 

contract with Ghana are public and have generated some controversy. Critics have called it a vanity 
project, questioning whether drones are a smart investment for global health delivery, and saying the 
money should go to other priorities such as clinics and ambulances. 

“Zipline, which counts not only Silicon Valley investors but also the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, UPS Foundation, and Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, among its supporters and partners, 
finds itself at the center of a debate about the role that donors should and should not play in 
medical cargo drones for global health.” 

Global Health Governance Programme (blog) – Reflections 
from the former minister of Health of Mozambique on the 
work of global health actors 

Francisco Songane; http://globalhealthgovernance.org/blog/2019/5/17/reflections-on-the-work-of-

global-health-actors-from-the-former-minister-of-health-of-mozambique 

 “…Francisco F. Songane is the former Minister of Health of Mozambique and spoke at our 
symposium, ‘Disrupting Global Health Narratives: Alternative Perspectives on the World Bank’s 
Influence on Global Health,’ hosted by the Brocher Foundation near Geneva, Switzerland. Drawing 
on his vast experience working with global health institutions in many different capacities, Dr. 
Songane gave an important talk about the responsibilities and roles of global health actors and 
researchers in promoting health for all…” 

Devex - What Australia's 2019 election outcome means for 
aid 

https://www.devex.com/news/what-australia-s-2019-election-outcome-means-for-aid-94919 

“In spite of exit polls suggesting a Labor victory, the Coalition will be returning to Australia's 
Parliament under the leadership of Prime Minister Scott Morrison. For Australian aid and foreign 
policy, the results mean the government has been given a mandate to continue on the path set by 
Morrison since taking on the leadership in August 2018 — including its focus on greater 
engagement with the Pacific and infrastructure financing to become the “partner of choice” for the 
Pacific….  … Australian aid and foreign policy will now need to support two new Coalition 
announcements made during the campaign, which may impact the delivery of Australia’s aid 
program and commitment to the support of global challenges including refugees and migrants….” 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-46543442
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-46543442
https://www.devex.com/organizations/bill-melinda-gates-foundation-b-mgf-44525
https://www.devex.com/organizations/bill-melinda-gates-foundation-b-mgf-44525
https://www.devex.com/organizations/ups-foundation-53497
https://www.devex.com/organizations/global-alliance-for-vaccines-and-immunisation-gavi-44118
http://globalhealthgovernance.org/blog/2019/5/17/reflections-on-the-work-of-global-health-actors-from-the-former-minister-of-health-of-mozambique
http://globalhealthgovernance.org/blog/2019/5/17/reflections-on-the-work-of-global-health-actors-from-the-former-minister-of-health-of-mozambique
https://www.brocher.ch/en/
https://www.devex.com/news/what-australia-s-2019-election-outcome-means-for-aid-94919
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UHC 

HP&P - At what cost is performance-based financing 
implemented? Novel evidence from Malawi 

M De Allegri et al ; https://academic.oup.com/heapol/advance-article-

abstract/doi/10.1093/heapol/czz030/5491586?redirectedFrom=fulltext 

Via Valéry Ridde’s (specifically attuned to PBF)  browser : )  

“Our study estimated the full economic cost of implementing performance-based financing [PBF, 
the Support for Service Delivery Integration Performance-Based Incentives (SSDI-PBI) programme], as 
a means of first introducing strategic purchasing in a low-income setting, Malawi…. …  Our study 
indicated that the introduction of PBF entailed consumption of a substantial amount of resources, 
hence representing an important opportunity cost for the health system.”  

NEJM (Perspective) – Getting Coverage Right for 500 Million 
Indians 

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp1901771  

By S Das & Ashish Jha.  

“India’s health reform, Ayushman Bharat (‘long life for India’) has two pillars: insurance covering up 
to $7000 of care per year for the poorest 500 million people (irrespective of preexisting conditions) 
and reinvestment in primary.” 

Cfr. a tweet: “India has launched the most ambitious health reform ever: cover 500 Million more 
people, add 150K health clinics. Will it work?  In @nejm we lay out a path forward:  1 Ensure depth 
of coverage; 2 Use technology to augment work force; 3 Focus on quality.” 

Planetary health 

Washington Post - Should short-haul flights be banned? 
Climate change is a major issue in elections in Europe and 
Australia. 

WP; 

https://academic.oup.com/heapol/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/heapol/czz030/5491586?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/heapol/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/heapol/czz030/5491586?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp1901771
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2019/05/17/europe-discusses-banning-short-haul-flights-climate-change-is-suddenly-top-campaign-agendas-worldwide/?utm_term=.8f1ce95cb228#click=https://t.co/eouepc5VDc


 

36 
 

This (i.e. frequent flying, for short distances) was not yet an issue at the WHA in Geneva. It probably 
should be.  

UN chief calls for ‘enlightened self-interest’ from world 
leaders to save ‘the whole planet’ from climate change  

https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/05/1038731 

“Concluding a week-long visit to the South Pacific, United Nations Secretary-General António 
Guterres called on the world’s decision-makers to make “enlightened” choices on climate action 
because “the whole planet” is at stake.”  Still in the run-up to the UN climate summit in September. 

“Mr. Guterres echoed the “three urgent messages” to world leaders that he had “consistently 
conveyed” throughout his visit to the Pacific, beginning with shifting taxes from salaries to carbon. 
“We need to tax pollution, not people,” he reiterated.  Second, he flagged that countries must stop 
subsidizing fossil fuels.   “Taxpayer money should not be used to boost hurricanes, spread drought 
and heatwaves, melt glaciers and bleach corals”, he asserted.  And third, he argued against building 
new coal plants by 2020, saying “we need a green economy not a grey economy”. …” 

Guardian - Revealed: air pollution may be damaging ‘every 
organ in the body’ 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/ng-interactive/2019/may/17/air-pollution-may-be-

damaging-every-organ-and-cell-in-the-body-finds-global-review 

This article was widely retweeted end of last week: “Comprehensive analysis finds harm from head 
to toe, including dementia, heart and lung disease, fertility problems and reduced intelligence.”  

The Conversation - Five reasons ‘green growth’ won’t save 
the planet 

O Taherzadeh et al ; https://theconversation.com/five-reasons-green-growth-wont-save-the-planet-

116037?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=twitterbutton 

“Green growth has emerged as the dominant narrative for tackling contemporary environmental 
problems. Its supporters, including the likes of the UN, OECD, national governments, businesses and 
even NGOs, say that sustainability can be achieved through efficiency, technology and market-led 
environmental action. Green growth suggests we really can have our cake and eat it – both growing 
the economy and protecting the planet. But when it comes to tackling the most pressing 
environmental problems such as climate breakdown, species extinction or resource depletion, 
green growth might weaken rather than strengthen progress. Here are five reasons why:…” 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/05/1038731
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/ng-interactive/2019/may/17/air-pollution-may-be-damaging-every-organ-and-cell-in-the-body-finds-global-review
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/ng-interactive/2019/may/17/air-pollution-may-be-damaging-every-organ-and-cell-in-the-body-finds-global-review
https://theconversation.com/five-reasons-green-growth-wont-save-the-planet-116037?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=twitterbutton
https://theconversation.com/five-reasons-green-growth-wont-save-the-planet-116037?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=twitterbutton
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Guardian - China factories releasing thousands of tonnes of 
illegal CFC gases, study finds 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/may/23/china-factories-releasing-thousands-of-tonnes-
of-illegal-cfc-gases-study-finds 

“Industries in north-eastern China have released large quantities of an ozone-depleting gas into 
the atmosphere in violation of an international treaty, scientists have said. Since 2013, annual 
emissions of the banned chemical Chlorofluorocarbon-11 (CFC-11) from that region have increased 
by about 7,000 tonnes, according to a report in peer-reviewed journal Nature. “Our measurements 
showed ‘spikes’ in pollution when air arrived from industrialised areas” in China, said co-lead author, 
Sunyoung Park from Kyungpook National University in South Korea….” 

And a quick link: 

Guardian - Amazon workers demand Bezos act on climate crisis   “At a shareholder meeting 
Wednesday, the CEO refused to address workers urging the company to overhaul its climate policy.” 

It’s clearly not a big priority for Jeff Bezos…  

Infectious diseases & NTDs 

Cidrap News - Four new polio cases in Pakistan as study 
tackles partial-dose vaccination 

http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2019/05/four-new-polio-cases-pakistan-study-

tackles-partial-dose-vaccination  

“In new polio developments, Pakistan has reported four more wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) cases, 
and research findings lend support to the use of fractional dosing for inactivated poliovirus vaccine 
(IPV). Pakistan this year has reported a small but steady stream of new WPV1 cases and has also 
seen an increase in deadly attacks on polio vaccination teams and security details that protect 
them…” 

For a recent take by Bill Gates himself on the polio eradication effort, see his Gatesnotes blog (17 
May) - An update from the fight to eradicate polio 

“…Over the next 5 years, the Global Polio Eradication Initiative will need a total of $3.27 billion to 
continue its work….” 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/may/23/china-factories-releasing-thousands-of-tonnes-of-illegal-cfc-gases-study-finds
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/may/23/china-factories-releasing-thousands-of-tonnes-of-illegal-cfc-gases-study-finds
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2019/may/22/amazon-workers-climate-crisis-board-jeff-bezos
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2019/05/four-new-polio-cases-pakistan-study-tackles-partial-dose-vaccination
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2019/05/four-new-polio-cases-pakistan-study-tackles-partial-dose-vaccination
https://www.gatesnotes.com/Health/An-update-from-the-fight-to-eradicate-polio
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BMJ Editorial – Malaria control stalls in high incidence areas 

C Whitty et al; https://www.bmj.com/content/365/bmj.l2216  

“We have a fight on our hands to regain lost momentum”.  The latest WHO annual malaria report 
(2018) has “…a distinctly downbeat tone. WHO’s director-general, Tedros Ghebreyesus, also a 
distinguished malariologist, warned that progress against malaria had stalled, with increases in 
incident malaria in the highest burden countries.” 

Against that backdrop, this was encouraging news: Argentina and Algeria stamp out malaria in 
'historic achievement'  (Guardian)  

Facebook – Facebook Takes on Epidemics With New Disease 
Prevention Maps 

http://fortune.com/2019/05/20/facebook-public-health-

maps/?utm_source=twitter.com&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=social-share-article  

“Facebook wants to help fight infectious diseases like measles by introducing maps that health 
organizations can use to prevent and respond to outbreaks. The disease prevention maps, which 
debuted Monday, provide detailed information such as population density, the movement of people 
in real time, and network connectivity across regions. The point is to give researchers and health 
groups information to get ahead of epidemics and more effectively reach vulnerable communities….” 

And a quick link: 

NPR Goats & Soda - Medical Investigation: How Did 494 Children In One Pakistani City Get HIV?.   

AMR 

Guardian - Scientists fear impact of deep-sea mining on 
search for new medicines 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/may/20/scientists-fear-impact-of-deep-sea-
mining-on-search-for-new-medicines?CMP=share_btn_tw 

“Bacteria from the ocean floor can beat superbugs and cancer. But habitats are at risk from the 
hunger for marine minerals.” 

https://www.bmj.com/content/365/bmj.l2216
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/may/23/argentina-and-algeria-stamp-out-malaria-in-historic-achievement
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/may/23/argentina-and-algeria-stamp-out-malaria-in-historic-achievement
http://fortune.com/2019/05/20/facebook-public-health-maps/?utm_source=twitter.com&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=social-share-article
http://fortune.com/2019/05/20/facebook-public-health-maps/?utm_source=twitter.com&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=social-share-article
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2019/05/21/725098676/medical-investigation-how-did-494-children-in-one-pakistani-city-get-hiv?utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=news&utm_source=STAT+Newsletters&utm_campaign=fdc53a47f7-MR_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8cab1d7961-fdc53a47f7-149563537
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/may/20/scientists-fear-impact-of-deep-sea-mining-on-search-for-new-medicines?CMP=share_btn_tw
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/may/20/scientists-fear-impact-of-deep-sea-mining-on-search-for-new-medicines?CMP=share_btn_tw
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NCDs 

WHO - Five billion people still at risk from industrial trans fat 
exposure - First WHO annual report on trans fat elimination 
shows some countries are taking action, but more is needed 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/22-05-2019-five-billion-people-still-at-risk-from-industrial-

trans-fat-exposure 

“Six countries restricted industrially produced trans fat since 2018, and another 24 countries, 
including the European Union, recently adopted trans fat regulations that will come into effect over 
the next two years. Yet, more than 110 countries still have no regulations against this harmful 
compound, meaning five billion people are at risk for industrially produced trans fat exposure in 
the foods they eat every day, according to the first annual global progress report on trans fat 
elimination issued today by WHO….” 

Coverage in HPW - Five Billion People Still At Risk From Industrial Trans Fat Exposure.  

BMJ (Editorial)  - Tobacco dependence should be recognised 
as a lethal non-communicable disease 

D Xiao et al ; https://www.bmj.com/content/365/bmj.l2204  

“Reframing would extend the scope of tobacco control.” 

“… Currently, tobacco dependence is listed in the latest ICD and DSM as a mental health disorder. 
However, because tobacco dependence affects a huge number of patients and contributes 
substantially to common chronic diseases, we need to start considering it as a chronic non-
communicable disease on a par with hypertension, diabetes, or heart disease. Redefining tobacco 
dependence as a leading non-communicable disease would encourage the development of specific 
disease management programmes within healthcare systems, with objective monitoring and 
continuous assessment of outcomes….” 

SS&M - Effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of incentives as a 
tool for prevention of non-communicable diseases: A 
systematic review 

E Finkelstein et al; https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0277953619302825 

“The rising epidemic of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) poses substantial health and economic 
challenges to both individuals and society. Application of incentive-based strategies based on 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/22-05-2019-five-billion-people-still-at-risk-from-industrial-trans-fat-exposure
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/22-05-2019-five-billion-people-still-at-risk-from-industrial-trans-fat-exposure
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/five-billion-people-still-at-risk-from-industrial-trans-fat-exposure/
https://www.bmj.com/content/365/bmj.l2204
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0277953619302825
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traditional and behavioural economic theory has emerged as a potential strategy to address rising 
rates of NCDs. Yet, whether or not incentives truly represent a promising strategy for addressing 
NCDs has not been systematically addressed nor is it clear whether certain behavioural economic 
strategies outperform others or simply offering a cash-based incentive for meeting a goal. In this 
systematic review we aim to determine whether there is an evidence base for any of these 
strategies. Our primary conclusion is that there is a lack of compelling evidence that incentives of 
any form represent a compelling NCD reduction strategy. More evidence for long-term effectiveness 
and cost-effectiveness is needed to justify third party funding of any incentive based strategy.” 

IJHPM - “Big” Food, Tobacco, and Alcohol: Reducing Industry 
Influence on Noncommunicable Disease Prevention Laws and 
Policies; Comment on “Addressing NCDs: Challenges From 
Industry Market Promotion and Interferences” 

B Reeve & L Gostin; http://www.ijhpm.com/article_3618.html 

“The food, tobacco and alcohol industries have penetrated markets in low- and middle-income 
countries (LMICs), with a significant impact on these countries’ burden of noncommunicable diseases 
(NCDs). Tangcharoensathien and colleagues describe the aggressive marketing of unhealthy food, 
alcohol and tobacco in LMICs, as well as key tactics used by these industries to resist laws and 
policies designed to reduce behavioural risk factors for NCDs. This commentary expands on the 
recommendations made by Tangcharoensathien and colleagues for preventing or managing 
conflicts of interest and reducing undue industry influence on NCD prevention policies and laws, 
focusing on the needs of LMICs. A growing body of research proposes ways to design voluntary 
industry initiatives to make them more effective, transparent and accountable, but governments 
should also consider whether collaboration with health-harming industries is ever appropriate. More 
fundamentally, mechanisms for identifying, managing and mitigating conflicts of interest and 
reducing industry influence must be woven into – and supported by – broader governance and 
regulatory structures at both national and international levels.” 

Nature (News) – The devastating biological consequences of 
homelessness 

Nature; 

“Understanding why living on the street seems to cause rapid aging could help homeless people — 
and governments.” 

The Conversation - A global survey sheds new light on how 
bad events affect young people 

https://theconversation.com/a-global-survey-sheds-new-light-on-how-bad-events-affect-young-
people-117337 

http://www.ijhpm.com/article_3618.html
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-01573-0?utm_source=Nature+Briefing&utm_campaign=3dc984c3f9-briefing-dy-20190521&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c9dfd39373-3dc984c3f9-43362785
https://theconversation.com/a-global-survey-sheds-new-light-on-how-bad-events-affect-young-people-117337
https://theconversation.com/a-global-survey-sheds-new-light-on-how-bad-events-affect-young-people-117337
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“The data suggest that boys experience as much disadvantage as girls.” 

“The percentage of the world’s population that’s aged between 10 and 24 is growing exponentially. 
It currently makes up a quarter of the world’s population: that’s 1.8 billion people. So it’s increasingly 
important to understand how people in this age group are affected by events. A major new 
study based on surveys done in multiple countries – ranging from Vietnam, China, Bolivia, Egypt, 
India and Kenya to the UK and the US – across five continents provides groundbreaking insights 
into the impact that adverse events have on children. The study catalogued the adverse childhood 
experiences suffered by 1,284 adolescents aged 10 to 14 in “low-income urban settings” around the 
world. These adverse events include physical and emotional neglect, violence, and sexual abuse….” 

The Conversation - Psychosis rates vary significantly around 
the globe – scientists are trying to find out why 

https://theconversation.com/psychosis-rates-vary-significantly-around-the-globe-scientists-are-
trying-to-find-out-why-117156 

Linked to a new study (meta-analysis) in the Lancet Public Health.  

And a quick link: 

WB’s Investing in Health blog - Tobacco taxation in Vietnam: A human capital development 
imperative  (By Patricio Marquez)  

Sexual & Reproductive / maternal, neonatal & child 
health 

UN News – End ‘shame, isolation and segregation’ of fistula 
sufferers, urges UN reproductive health chief 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/05/1039031  

“Although obstetric fistula has largely been eliminated in developed countries, more than two 
million women and girls still live with the painful and disfiguring condition, according to UN data. 
Marking the International Day on 23 May to end the almost entirely preventable condition, the 
head of the UN’s sexual and reproductive health agency, UNFPA, said that sufferers continue to “face 
devastating social stigma”.   “Shame, isolation and segregation are among the indignities faced by 
the hundreds of thousands of women and girls worldwide who suffer from obstetric fistula”, said Dr. 
Natalia Kanem, UNFPA’s Executive Director, in a statement issued on Thursday.  …” 

https://www.unfpa.org/publications/state-world-population-2013
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54431bbee4b0ba652295db6e/t/5ce2b9b53fdc1e0001552ec8/1558362550220/ACEs+Paper.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54431bbee4b0ba652295db6e/t/5ce2b9b53fdc1e0001552ec8/1558362550220/ACEs+Paper.pdf
https://theconversation.com/psychosis-rates-vary-significantly-around-the-globe-scientists-are-trying-to-find-out-why-117156
https://theconversation.com/psychosis-rates-vary-significantly-around-the-globe-scientists-are-trying-to-find-out-why-117156
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(19)30056-8/fulltext
https://blogs.worldbank.org/health/tobacco-taxation-vietnam-human-capital-development-imperative?cid=SHR_WBLSiteShare_EN_EXT
https://blogs.worldbank.org/health/tobacco-taxation-vietnam-human-capital-development-imperative?cid=SHR_WBLSiteShare_EN_EXT
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/05/1039031
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Lancet Letter – All of women's health needs are worthy of 
attention 

B A Caruso et al ; https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30957-
2/fulltext  

« … We research menstrual health and related needs in low-income and middle-income settings—a 
taboo subject that has required formal articulation of its relevance as a public health issue. Our field 
elicits temporary attention if a young woman dies after banishment to a menstrual hut. Such 
extremes overshadow women's and girls' menstruation-related challenges, and resilience, in the face 
of the social, structural, and environmental circumstances that enable this normal part of life to be 
the basis for gender discrimination. Meanwhile, the ways in which menstruation disrupts education, 
employment, and health, and contributes to restriction of behaviour, transactional sex (eg, to 
secure menstrual supplies), shame, and fear, still receive minimal attention, implying that girls' 
and women's needs are unworthy of attention. Richard Horton explains that the “whole of health is 
shaped by our approaches to gender”. We agree, and emphasise that health is also shaped by the 
aspects of gender we fail to approach.” 

NYT – Women, Alcohol & Perceived ‘Sexual Availability’ 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/14/health/women-alcohol-drinking.html?smid=tw-

nytimes&smtyp=cur 

“A new study finds that women who drink alcohol in social settings are seen as more “sexually 
available” and “less human”.   “ 

Quick link: 

Lancet Global Health Comment - Meeting the SDG challenge to end fistula and preventable 
childbirth-related morbidity and mortality  

Access to medicines 

Devex - A proposed novel approach to TB drug financing 

https://www.devex.com/news/a-proposed-novel-approach-to-tb-drug-financing-94903 

“Global health experts [will be]  discussing a novel approach to bring better tuberculosis drugs to 
the market on Sunday, the eve of the 72nd World Health Assembly. … … The goal is to develop a 
universal TB drug regimen that can treat both drug-susceptible and drug-resistant strains and will be 
administered for only two months or less. Donors including the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation have 
provided funding for research and development to help achieve this, but it requires more 
investments, according to a draft proposal by the Center for Global Development and the Office of 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30957-2/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30957-2/fulltext
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/14/health/women-alcohol-drinking.html?smid=tw-nytimes&smtyp=cur
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/14/health/women-alcohol-drinking.html?smid=tw-nytimes&smtyp=cur
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(19)30198-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(19)30198-6/fulltext
https://www.devex.com/news/a-proposed-novel-approach-to-tb-drug-financing-94903
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Health Economics in the U.K. The proposal, called “Market-Driven, Value-Based Advance 
Commitment,” or MVAC, builds on a decade-old model that Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance and a number 
of donors tried to implement to bring pneumococcal vaccines in the low- and middle-income 
market….” 

FT - Gates-backed computing platform raises $110m for new 
drug push 

https://www.ft.com/content/ff8e8910-78c9-11e9-be7d-6d846537acab  

“Gates-backed computing platform raises $110m for new drug push. Schrödinger, 
the drug discovery computing platform backed by Bill Gates, hedge fund manager David E. Shaw 
and Google Ventures, has closed its latest financing round at $110m, as investors back its new plan 
to develop its own drugs.” “Its approach simulates the physics of how compounds work, rather than 
simply using deep learning to crunch existing data looking for patterns.” 

HHR (blog) - Drug Price Transparency: Calls Move from South 
Africa to WHA 

K Perehudoff et al; https://www.hhrjournal.org/2019/05/drug-price-transparency-calls-move-from-

south-africa-to-wha/ 

Well worth a read – on how the drug price transparency debate moved from the South Africa  Fair 
Pricing Forum to, this week, the 72nd WHA.  

Human resources for health 

Human Resources for Health (Commentary) - Nurses and 
midwives demographic shift in Ghana—the policy 
implications of a looming crisis 

J A Asami, J Nabyonga-Orem et al ; https://human-resources-

health.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12960-019-0377-1 

“As part of measures to address severe shortage of nurses and midwives, Ghana embarked on 
massive scale-up of the production of nurses and midwives which has yielded remarkable 
improvements in nurse staffing levels. It has, however, also resulted in a dramatic demographic shift 
in the nursing and midwifery workforce in which 71 to 93% of nurses and midwives by 2018 were 
35 years or younger, as compared with 2.8 to 44% in 2008. In this commentary, we examine how 
the drastic generational transition could adversely impact on the quality of nursing care and how 
the educational advancement needs of the young generation of the nursing and midwifery 

https://www.ft.com/content/ff8e8910-78c9-11e9-be7d-6d846537acab
https://www.hhrjournal.org/2019/05/drug-price-transparency-calls-move-from-south-africa-to-wha/
https://www.hhrjournal.org/2019/05/drug-price-transparency-calls-move-from-south-africa-to-wha/
https://human-resources-health.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12960-019-0377-1
https://human-resources-health.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12960-019-0377-1
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workforce are not being met. We propose the institution of a national nursing and midwifery 
mentorship programme and a review of the study leave policy to make it flexible and be based on a 
comprehensive training needs assessment of the nursing and midwifery workforce. We further 
advocate that policymakers should also consider upgrading all professional nursing and midwifery 
programmes to bachelor degrees as this would not only potentially enhance the quality of training 
but also address the phenomenon of large numbers of nurses and midwives seeking bachelor degree 
training soon after employment—sometimes putting them at the offending side of organisational 
policy.” 

Lancet Global Health (Comment) – Health worker strikes: are 
we asking the right questions? 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(19)30222-0/fulltext 

Comment accompanying a new study in the Lancet Global Health. “Strikes by health workers pose a 
recurring and substantial non-epidemic non-conflict insult to provision of health service delivery 
across Africa. In The Lancet Global Health, Gerald Ong'ayo and colleagues analysed the effect of 
strikes on mortality in Kilifi county in Kenya…” 

Human Resources for Health – Public private partnership in 
the training of doctors after the 1990s’ health sector reforms: 
the case of Tanzania 

https://human-resources-health.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12960-019-0372-6  

By N Sirili, A-K Hurtig et al.  

Miscellaneous 

ESSENCE on health research - Mechanism for review of 
investments in research capacity strengthening in low- and 
middle-income countries 

https://www.who.int/tdr/partnerships/essence/Mechanism-talking-points.pdf?ua=1  

“ESSENCE on Health Research, a group of funders of health research capacity strengthening in low- 
and middle-income countries (LMICs), has proposed a mechanism for funders to review their 
investments so they can collaboratively identify and fill gaps. The mechanism includes three 
interdependent workstreams: …” 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(19)30222-0/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(19)30188-3/fulltext
https://human-resources-health.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12960-019-0372-6
https://www.who.int/tdr/partnerships/essence/Mechanism-talking-points.pdf?ua=1
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Nature (News) - China set to introduce gene-editing 
regulation following CRISPR-baby furore 

Nature;   

“The draft rules mean that anyone who manipulates human genes in adults or embryos is responsible 
for adverse outcomes.” 

And via Stat News: “New committee to examine potential clinical use of germline editing.  The U.S. 
National Academies and the U.K.’s Royal Society just formed an international commission to 
assess the potential clinical use of germline editing. The practice is illegal in the U.S. and many other 
countries, but after Chinese scientist He Jiankui’s rogue experiment led to the birth of the world’s first 
genome-edited babies late last year, experts have worried that other researchers may attempt the 
same. The new commission — whose final report is expected next year — will hold public meetings 
and an international workshop to come up with a framework for when it may be acceptable to use 
CRISPR to edit IVF embryos and establish pregnancies with them….” 

See also New International Commission Launched on Clinical Use of Heritable Human Genome 
Editing.   

IISD - Governments Begin Informal Consultations on SDG 
Summit Outcome 

http://sdg.iisd.org/news/governments-begin-informal-consultations-on-sdg-summit-outcome/ 

“Governments exchanged initial views on the outcome document to be adopted at the SDG Summit 
in September 2019. The political declaration is being negotiated through a series of consultations 
taking place in May and June 2019, convened by the co-facilitators for the document. The UN High-
level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) held at the level of Heads of State and 
Government and convened under the auspices of the UN General Assembly (UNGA) – also known as 
the SDG Summit – is mandated to take place every four years and to conduct a high-level review of 
the 2030 Agenda. The first SDG Summit will take place from 24-25 September 2019, in New York, 
US….” 

“Co-facilitator Sheila Carey, Permanent Representative of the Bahamas, said the political declaration 
will differ from the ministerial declarations adopted in previous years. Many countries and 
groupings said the declaration should provide an overview of the progress on SDG implementation 
and identify gaps, as well as a direction for moving forward….” 

IISD - Zero Draft of SDG Summit Outcome Sets Out 10 
Commitments 

IISD; 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-01580-1?utm_source=Nature+Briefing&utm_campaign=6f95d9ce0e-briefing-dy-20190520&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c9dfd39373-6f95d9ce0e-43362785
https://mailchi.mp/statnews/tk-593125?e=24803486cb
http://www8.nationalacademies.org/onpinews/newsitem.aspx?RecordID=5222019&utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=a32b18dd05-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_05_22_12_37&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-a32b18dd05-865935
http://www8.nationalacademies.org/onpinews/newsitem.aspx?RecordID=5222019&utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=a32b18dd05-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_05_22_12_37&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-a32b18dd05-865935
http://sdg.iisd.org/news/governments-begin-informal-consultations-on-sdg-summit-outcome/
http://sdg.iisd.org/news/zero-draft-of-sdg-summit-outcome-sets-out-10-commitments/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2019-05-21-%20SDG%20Update%20AE&utm_content=2019-05-21-%20SDG%20Update%20AE+CID_250be22b6e82e6faf811f8a4067db3f0&utm_source=cm&utm_term=Zero%20Draft%20of%20SDG%20Summit%20Outcome%20Sets%20Out%2010%20Commitments
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“The four-page zero draft is titled, ‘Gearing up for a Decade of Action and Delivery for Sustainable 
Development’. It includes sections on ‘Our Commitment,' 'Our World Today, and 'A Call to 
Accelerated Action'. …” 

UN News - Amidst high trade tensions and policy uncertainty, 
UN cuts economic growth forecast 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/05/1038931 

“Against a backdrop of unresolved trade tensions, high international policy uncertainty and 
softening business confidence, the UN on Tuesday announced a broad-based slowdown in the 
global economy and cut its growth predictions.  The data comes from the UN Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) in its mid-year World Economic Situation and Prospects (WESP) 
report, which finds that all major developed economies, and most developing regions, have 
weakened prospects for growth….” 

“The predicted slowdown spells bad news for efforts to implement the UN’s 2030 Agenda for 
sustainable development, which contains a set of targets to end extreme poverty and promote 
prosperity, whilst protecting the environment.  A weaker global economy puts essential investments 
in areas such as education, health and climate action at risk….” 

Stat News - Four of the world’s largest drug companies are 
teaming with Verily. Here is what they get 

https://www.statnews.com/2019/05/21/four-of-the-worlds-largest-drug-companies-are-teaming-
with-verily-here-is-what-they-get/ 

(gated) “On Tuesday morning, Verily, Alphabet’s unit focused on life sciences, announced that it 
had formed alliances with Novartis, Sanofi, Otsuka, and Pfizer to work on clinical trials. What are 
those drug giants getting out of the deal? STAT sat down with Scarlet Shore, who leads Verily’s 
project Baseline, to learn about the company’s vision for the clinical trial of the future. The 
conversation took place at CNBC’s “Healthy Returns” conference, where the partnerships were 
unveiled….” 

Nature (News) - Anthropocene now: influential panel votes to 
recognize Earth’s new epoch 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-01641-5  

“Atomic Age would mark the start of the current geologic time unit, if proposal receives final 
approval.”  

https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/05/1038931
https://www.statnews.com/2019/05/21/four-of-the-worlds-largest-drug-companies-are-teaming-with-verily-here-is-what-they-get/
https://www.statnews.com/2019/05/21/four-of-the-worlds-largest-drug-companies-are-teaming-with-verily-here-is-what-they-get/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-01641-5
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“An influential panel of scientists voted this week to designate a new geologic epoch — the 
Anthropocene — to mark the profound ways that humans have altered the planet. That decision, 
by the 34-member Anthropocene Working Group (AWG), marks an important step toward formally 
defining a new slice of the geologic record, which has generated intense debate within the scientific 
community over the past few years. The panel plans to submit a formal proposal for the new epoch 
by 2021 to the International Commission on Stratigraphy, which oversees the official geological 
time chart….” 

Research  

Social Science & Medicine - Boundary spanning practices of 
community connectors for engaging ‘hardly reached’ people 
in health services 

C Wallace; https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0277953619302989 

Focus here on Victoria, Australia. “Community-connectors span socio-cultural boundaries in the 
community. Their boundary spanning engages people hardly reached by health services. Community 
connectors are a willing resource aligned with health services. We outline how health services can 
identify and work with community connectors.” 

IJHPM - It’s All About the IKT Approach: Three Perspectives 
on an Embedded Research Fellowship; Comment on “CIHR 
Health System Impact Fellows: Reflections on ‘Driving 
Change’ Within the Health System 

C Cassidy et al; http://www.ijhpm.com/article_3620.html  

“As a group of Health System Impact (HSI) postdoctoral fellows, Sim and colleagues offer their 
reflections on ‘driving change’ within the health system and present a framework for understanding 
the HSI fellow as an embedded researcher. Our commentary offers a different perspective of the 
fellow’s role by highlighting the integrated knowledge translation (IKT) approach we consider to be 
foundational to the fellowship experience. Further, we provide several recommendations to enhance 
Sim and colleagues’ framework to ensure we capture the full value of the fellowship program to the 
HSI fellow, health system organization, and academic institution.” 

BMJ Open - How much evidence is there that political factors 
are related to population health outcomes? An 
internationally comparative systematic review 

M Barnisch et al; https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/8/10/e020886  

http://quaternary.stratigraphy.org/working-groups/anthropocene/
https://www.nature.com/news/anthropocene-the-human-age-1.17085
https://www.nature.com/news/anthropocene-the-human-age-1.17085
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0277953619302989
http://www.ijhpm.com/article_3620.html
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/8/10/e020886
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The aim of this review was ‘to provide a 7-year update of the most recent systematic review about 
the relationships between political features and population health outcomes.’ 

Conclusion: “This review concludes that welfare state generosity, left-of-centre democratic political 
tradition and democracy are generally positively associated with population health. Globalisation 
may be negatively associated with population health, but the results are less conclusive.” 


