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IHP news  511 :    In rapidly changing times, 
Global Health could end up “Left Behind” itself  

( 1 March 2019)     

The weekly International Health Policies (IHP) newsletter is an initiative of the Health Policy unit at the 
Institute of Tropical Medicine in Antwerp, Belgium.  

Dear Colleagues, 

We start our weekly intro by flagging two must-reads, a blog by Andrew Harmer – “Climate action 
for global health”  (in which he rightly stresses that Andy Haines et al are (still) too 
cautious/conservative with respect to what might lie ahead if we don’t go for an all-out planetary 
health response soon), and an equally hard-hitting Lancet Comment by Rachel Thompson & Silvia 
Garry, “The political economy of NCDs, and the limits of global health”. In the piece, they argue    
“…As opposed to the long-established principles and practice of public health, which focus on 
collective population health to reduce inequalities, global health is a product of a specific time and 
place where neoliberalism currently dominates” ; wonder whether global health, “… as part of the 
global political economy itself, can effectively protect itself from forces that may undermine equity-
based approaches?...”,  and emphasize in their conclusion that “…Global health actors must … work 
more closely with economists and political scientists to find solutions for how the current global 
political economy could be adapted to help achieve health for all. Global health and its institutions 
can, and must, evolve to succeed in reducing inequities. If not, global health could well find itself 
among the left behind, as the next generation steps up to tackle the interconnected challenges for 
climate, food systems, and health ahead. “  Well said.  

Global health ( always full of talk of “innovation” anyway :) ) indeed has to adapt urgently, if it 
doesn’t want to become irrelevant in an era that increasingly challenges neoliberalism - and that’s 
putting it mildly, if even the FT nowadays runs op-eds, titled,  “The future belongs to the left, not the 
right”. Whether global health will indeed adapt soon, is another question, though. As long as the 
global health community embraces philanthro-capitalists such as Gates & Bloomberg (not to 
mention the army of McKinsey & Boston Consulting Group consultants), probably not.  So here’s a 
suggestion for the Emerging Voices: we need an uncompromising & “telling it like it is” global health 
version of Greta Thunberg, to roam from Geneva to New York, over Washington, London, Seattle & 
a number of other global health power places & corridors.  I can certainly think of a few good 

candidates to “tell truth to Global Health power”. If you like taking the train, that’s a plus 😊.  

Meanwhile, geopolitics is back in town, already for a while so, actually. With the increased tension 
between India & Pakistan (plus the unavoidable chest thumping on both sides), chances are health 
care won’t be a major issue in the upcoming elections in India. Let’s hope this doesn’t really get out 
of hand, and that the abundant yoga posturing of the past few years also inspires Mr Modi to some 
real wisdom.  

Over to the other side of the globe then. This week, UK readers probably began to feel a bit more 
optimistic about Brexit (and especially the likelihood of a no-deal Brexit (still) to happen). 
Coincidentally, a number of UK researchers assessed in a Lancet Health Policy article, How will 

https://andrewharmer.org/2019/02/22/climate-action-for-global-health/
https://andrewharmer.org/2019/02/22/climate-action-for-global-health/
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30432-5/fulltext
https://www.ft.com/content/6ceffa62-36ca-11e9-bd3a-8b2a211d90d5
https://phmovement.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/D3.pdf
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30425-8/fulltext
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Brexit affect health services in the UK? An updated evaluation, the impact of possible scenarios on 
the NHS, using the WHO health system building blocks framework.  If Brexit indeed still materializes 
in the coming months (or say, by 2050), I hope African health policy researchers will also tackle the 
issue (#decolonizeHPSR ). On one condition: Kingdon’s name should not, I repeat NOT, come up :) 

In other global health related news from this week, preparations for the UN High-Level Meeting on 
UHC   in New York (September) are now in full swing; the first ever worldwide estimates suggest     
that nearly one in two children with cancer are left undiagnosed and untreated; last weekend’s 
Oscar ceremony paid attention to menstruation ( and the stigma around it). Unfortunately, there’s 
again  worrying news from the Ebola DRC outbreak (including on the funding situation and 
increasing distrust). A Global Fund for Hepatitis  is preparing for its roll-out in the coming months, 
and Mali’s president finished off the Bamako Initiative. As for global health events, the WHO Health 
Taxes Partner’s Meeting   took place this week (26-27 Feb), as well as the 4th Global Digital Health 
Partnership Summit  in Delhi. This weekend it’s also World Hearing Day (3 March). Enter a new 

Lancet Commission 😊.  

Last but not least, no doubt many of you are now gearing up for the AHAIC conference  in Kigali, 
next week (5-7 March), and the launch of the second Global Health 50/50 report in Addis (7 March). 
More on both in next week’s issue! 

Enjoy your reading. 

Kristof Decoster 

Featured Article 

By scooter or on foot – women keep pushing for equality in 
Uttarakhand and around the globe  

Dr Kaaren Mathias is a public health physician who leads Project Burans,  a partnership initiative of 
the Emmanuel Hospital Association, working with communities for mental health in Uttarakhand, 
India. She’s also Asian Correspondent for IHP.  

Suddenly women are driving scooters everywhere in Mussoorie, the small North Indian town where I 
work with a local non-profit organisation. This change in the gender norms of vehicle driving means 
that I have to leave for work ten minutes earlier than I did a couple of years back. Two years ago, 
children went to school by foot, or riding with their fathers on motorbikes but now the narrow 
bazaar streets are crowded with mothers on scooters, their studious offspring perched in front and 
behind. The net effect is more women out and about, and, for me, a slower commute. Even through 
the day, the bazaar which used to be dominated by male shop-keepers and men with their mules 
and cans of milk, now feels a more gender-neutral space. Scooter driving by women or men in North 
India, may not be a stride forward for planetary health, but does it signal gender emancipation? I am 
still scratching my motorcycle helmet on that one. 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30425-8/fulltext
https://www.uhc2030.org/un-hlm-2019/
https://www.uhc2030.org/un-hlm-2019/
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2019/feb/27/nearly-half-of-all-children-with-cancer-go-undiagnosed-and-untreated?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=68b7fe3be8-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_02_26_01_50&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-68b7fe3be8-865935
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/feb/28/arsonists-attack-ebola-clinics-in-drc-as-climate-of-distrust-grows
https://www.devex.com/news/global-fund-for-hepatitis-prepares-for-rollout-94360
https://myzikk.com/2019/02/27/malis-astounding-community-health-programme-should-be-emulated/
https://www.who.int/health_financing/events/health-taxes-partners-meeting/en/
https://www.who.int/health_financing/events/health-taxes-partners-meeting/en/
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-health-leaders-adopt-delhi-declaration-digital-health
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-health-leaders-adopt-delhi-declaration-digital-health
https://ahaic.org/
https://globalhealth5050.org/2019-report/
https://projectburans.wixsite.com/burans
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Gender relations have had some significant attention lately with, among others, the recent Lancet 
issue focusing on gender inequality endemic in research and academia. Progress in women’s rights 
experienced today builds on the activism of our foremothers: a recent story from India describes 
how women fought their way into the legal profession way back in the early twentieth century. 
Change takes time, however, and change is still urgently needed. A new wave of feminism (which is 
the movement to define, establish, and achieve political, economic, personal, and social equality for 
all genders)  is evident even this week, with a new system of penalties for those who force women 
into ‘menstruating huts’  just established in Nepal.  Further publicity around menstruation (and the 
need to end stigma around it) was prominent in this week’s Oscar award that was won by Period. 
End of the sentence, an Indian documentary describing eco-sanitary pad manufacture in a village 
near Delhi. 

The central role of gender relations in resilience, wellbeing, participation and access to care is 
evident every day. Young men in informal urban settlements describe their deep sense of failure and 
shame when they can’t find a job or generate income, while they are expected by family members to 
be the breadwinner. Women as caregivers for family members with severe mental health problems 
are disadvantaged more than male caregivers as they are more likely to lose social contact with 
friends and neighbours in the tangle of stress and social exclusion. A brother and sister both have 
epilepsy, yet only the daughter is kept back from attending school. Gender norms limit freedom of 
movement for women and obstruct those with mental distress from seeking care. The list goes on.  

In my day job, our main focus is to promote mental health and social inclusion among people living 
in disadvantaged communities in Uttarakhand, a mountainous state in North India. As a team we try 
to understand the community analysis of gender relations. Sitting and talking with groups of women 
in a remote village some weeks back, I was surprised that their preliminary verdict was “young 
women and men have equal opportunity nowadays”. One group of women, sitting outside a temple 
above the Yamuna river, described how their daughters are at least as educationally qualified as 
their sons, and in fact several young women from the village had completed a Bachelor’s level 
degree in a nearby college. A mother with four teenagers described how things are hugely different 
to how they were in her childhood, and thanks to advocacy by a maternal aunt, one of her daughters 
is actually living and studying in Dehradun, the state capital six hours drive away. Although most of 
these women had not completed high school, their children were getting much bigger opportunities.  

We talked more, and I asked about the differences in opportunity for women and men in terms of 
freedom of movement. Would their daughters have travelled to Delhi or the Taj Mahal? Would their 
daughters inherit land and property equally to their sons? Who cooks the dinner and sweeps the 
floor?  They laughed then and ceded that actually, the range of opportunities and expected roles for 
young men is (still) very different to that of young women. In a rural setting in Uttarakhand, young 
women may be free to go with peers to cut firewood or cut grass for a whole day but rarely would 
buy household groceries. In an urban setting, young women may be more likely to go to the houses 
of the middle-class to cook and clean but rarely walk places without a male family member as escort. 
Women in both cities and villages have underlined that every family needs to ensure they have a son 
to care for aging parents, perform funeral rites and just, because. 

Structures that support gender inequality and son preference are widespread and systemic in South 
Asia but women are bringing slow but inexorable change. We have had enthusiastic participation in 
a psycho-social support group we facilitate in one informal urban community. Women describe 
‘mera mun halka ho jate hai’ (my heart feels lighter) after group meetings. A group of nine young 
women with mental distress decided to study correspondence school together and all of them 
passed their 10th class exams. Another group of young women in Dehradun city got together, made 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30239-9/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30239-9/fulltext
https://thewire.in/law/women-lawyers-history-india
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/jan/14/destroy-period-huts-or-forget-state-support-nepal-moves-to-end-practice-chhaupadi
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/jan/14/destroy-period-huts-or-forget-state-support-nepal-moves-to-end-practice-chhaupadi
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-47307335
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-47307335
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/1363461518792728
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placards and marched in a vociferous rally through their community to promote high schooling for 
girls. A group of women impacted by psycho-social disability has coproduced a tool for social 
recovery in an Indian context.  

Women are pushing back, innovating, trying new ways of doing family, working, studying and 
changing structures. Next Friday, on March 8th, we celebrate International Women’s day. It is an 
opportunity to notice the ways that women show innovation, show leadership and bring change. 
The theme from UN Women is “Think equal, build smart, innovate for change”. I’m cheering for 
women participating in all spheres of life. Whether we are riding scooters or marching on foot – the 
focus must be emancipation. In Uttarakhand and beyond.  

 

Highlights of the week 

Planetary Health (& disaster)  

Andrew Harmer (blog) – Climate action for global health 

https://andrewharmer.org/2019/02/22/climate-action-for-global-health/  

See this week’s intro. Harmer rightly considers Haines et al’s NEJM review article from early this year  
as too cautious.  Read why, and also why the time horizon for zero carbon should be 2025 (rather 
than 2050), as for example Extinction Rebellion demands.  Harmer also rightly stresses that it’s (high) 
time to take the streets.  And thus join the teenagers.  

Vox - It is absolutely time to panic about climate change 

https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2019/2/22/18188562/climate-change-david-

wallace-wells-the-uninhabitable-earth  

David Wallace-Wells turned his essay from last year in New York Magazine into a book.  It’s a brutal 
read, apparently.  Here you find an interview with him.  

“Your 2017 essay and your book both begin with the same sentiment: Things are much, much worse 
than we realize. How bad is it, really?” 

Among others, Wallace discusses three misapprehensions about the scale of the threat. Re the 
speed of change (it’s a fast problem, not a slow one), the scope, and the severity.   

Switzerland puts geoengineering governance on UN environment agenda 

https://www.climatechangenews.com/2019/02/26/swiss-push-talk-geoengineering-goes-sci-fi-
reality/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GQRwwlQ3a5c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GQRwwlQ3a5c
http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2018/10/announcer-iwd-2019-theme
https://andrewharmer.org/2019/02/22/climate-action-for-global-health/
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMra1807873
https://rebellion.earth/demands/
https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2019/2/22/18188562/climate-change-david-wallace-wells-the-uninhabitable-earth
https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2019/2/22/18188562/climate-change-david-wallace-wells-the-uninhabitable-earth
http://nymag.com/intelligencer/2017/07/climate-change-earth-too-hot-for-humans.html
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2019/02/26/swiss-push-talk-geoengineering-goes-sci-fi-reality/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2019/02/26/swiss-push-talk-geoengineering-goes-sci-fi-reality/
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“Switzerland wants the world to talk about if and how to use untested technology that tampers 
with nature to slow climate change – and will ask the UN’s environment arm to take the lead. … … 
To kickstart the conversation, Switzerland will introduce a resolution at the UN Environment 
Assembly in Kenya in mid-March, calling for an assessment of the potential methods and governance 
frameworks for each one by August 2020. It would be an early step towards an international system 
for regulating the suite of technologies.” 

Lancet Comment - The political economy of NCDs, and the 
limits of global health 

R Thompson & S Garry; https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-

6736(19)30432-5/fulltext  

See this week’s IHP intro. This Lancet Comment is a brilliant short must-read, inspired by 
Thompson’s recent PMAC visit.  

Starting from this assessment: “In 2009, Koplan and colleagues described global health as “the area 
of study, research and practice that places a priority on improving health and achieving equity in 
health for all people”.  10 years later, does this definition still make sense? If so, why is global health 
not improving “health for all people”?  Where does global health fit in the bigger picture of a 
world where inequalities are growing?  A more honest and constructive conversation is needed 
about global health and its potential to help reduce inequities.”  

Mali’s President finishes off the Bamako Initiative 

FT - Mali’s ‘astounding’ community health programme should be emulated 

“Rudimentary interventions can dramatically cut child mortality. “ 

This article zooms in on a hugely significant move in the debate concerning user fees in Africa – 
with which  the President of Mali has in effect finished off the Bamako Initiative.  (As a reminder, 
that was the misguided attempt by some UN agencies (notably UNICEF and WHO) to accommodate 
rather than reject the structural adjustment policies imposed by the WB & IMF in the 80s and 90s) 

Excerpt: “… Mali’s government this week announced it would provide free primary healthcare to 
all presgnant women and children under five nationwide. It will also offer free contraception and 
employ community health workers [like Ms Samake] across the country. The experiment marks a 
sharp reversal. Africa, over the past three decades, has seen a relentless shift towards requiring 
patients to pay “out of pocket” for medical care. Under the Bamako Initiative of 1987, also signed in 
Mali, governments agreed to charge for primary healthcare. Their decision came as a result of 
pressure, often external, to slash spending….” 

“In the seven years since these interventions started, deaths of children under five have plummeted 
from 148 per thousand, among the worst in the world, to seven — almost identical to the US…” 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30432-5/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30432-5/fulltext
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And we don’t want to withhold this quote from you:  

“What began in Mali may now end in Mali. Robert Yates, an advocate of universal healthcare at 
Chatham House, the UK think-tank, says the community care initiative could end “the crazy idea 
that taking money off poor people when they are sick is a good idea”.” 

Let’s hope that the Mali scheme indeed becomes a role model for other country’s PHC schemes.  

Ebola DRC – As distrust is growing, time to re-evaluate?  

Guardian - Arsonists attack Ebola clinics in DRC as climate of distrust grows 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/feb/28/arsonists-attack-ebola-clinics-in-
drc-as-climate-of-distrust-grows?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment  

“A second clinic serving patients affected by the escalating Ebola outbreak in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo has been set alight, as concerns mount over widespread distrust of health 
agencies. Seven months since the start of the outbreak, which has claimed 548 lives, experts warned 
that the virus is still not under control and said suspicion of agencies is severely undermining Ebola 
services. Médecins Sans Frontières, which runs treatment centres in Katwa and Butembo that were 
attacked, and is one of the agencies leading the wider Ebola response, said key partners needed to 
reconsider their approach. …” 

Meanwhile, MSF already took a fairly drastic decision:  

See also MSF - MSF suspends medical activities after Ebola treatment center attacks  

“The international medical humanitarian organization Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans 
Frontières (MSF) has put on stand-by its medical activities in the epicenter of the Ebola epidemic in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo…”  (in Butembo & Katwa, that is)   

See also CIDRAP - MSF pulls staff from DRC Ebola hot spot after attacks.   

WHO expressed its regret on these ‘deplorable’ attacks: “…In a statement today, the WHO said the 
attacks affect people's lives and increase the risk of disease spread. "They are profoundly 
disrespectful of the dedicated work of local, regional and international responders," the agency 
said….” 

WHO – Ebola response in Democratic Republic of the Congo risks slowdown 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/26-02-2019-ebola-response-in-democratic-republic-of-the-

congo-risks-slowdown  

Press release from 26 Feb: “WHO Director-General Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus [today] called 
on donors to continue funding the response to the Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/feb/28/arsonists-attack-ebola-clinics-in-drc-as-climate-of-distrust-grows?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/feb/28/arsonists-attack-ebola-clinics-in-drc-as-climate-of-distrust-grows?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/what-we-do/news-stories/news/drc-msf-suspends-medical-activities-after-ebola-treatment-center
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2019/02/msf-pulls-staff-drc-ebola-hot-spot-after-attacks
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/26-02-2019-ebola-response-in-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-risks-slowdown
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/26-02-2019-ebola-response-in-democratic-republic-of-the-congo-risks-slowdown
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Congo or risk backsliding. There is an urgent need for US $148 million for all partners involved in 
the response to continue their work. So far, under US $10 million has been pledged….”   The WHO 
warned that progress in the Ebola response in DRC is at risk of stalling. 

The call comes a week ahead of Dr Tedros’ next mission to DRC.  

It’s clear that in some corners, again, the call for (finally?) announcing a PHEIC is being made… But 
that doesn’t seem likely. 

See also Deutsche Welle - Germany, Japan and Australia have increased their support for the fight 

against an Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo.  

“The three countries will provide an additional $20 million (€17.6 million) to the World Health 
Organization and the UN children's fund UNICEF. Half the sum will be used for an emergency 
response to the deadly hemorrhagic virus.” 

WB Fact Sheet: The World Bank Support to the 10th Ebola Outbreak in 

Democratic Republic of Congo 

WB; 

After last week’s critical article in the FT (which argued that the WB’s Pandemic Emergency Facility 
hadn’t paid out a single penny yet), the WB was quick to come up with this Fact sheet (on 22 Feb).  

Among others, it contained this info:  

“The PEF has been activated to support this escalated response. On February 19, 2019—three days 
after receiving a request for financial support from the government of the DRC—the PEF Steering 
Body approved a $20 million grant from its cash window for escalated response efforts.” 

Meanwhile, some (like Ed Whiting) are wondering on Twitter whether the PEF couldn’t fund the 
total funding gap (of 148 million dollar).  

PS: might be good to re-read Felix Stein & Devi Sridhar’s BMJ paper on the PEF:  Health as a “global 
public good”: creating a market for pandemic risk   

Devi advertised the paper again on Twitter with this (slightly ominous) tweet: “We wrote about 
some of the opportunities & challenges in creating a market for pandemic risk in the BMJ. One 
concern is that some investors will have a direct economic interest in seeing a large health pandemic 
happen”. 

• Finally, a quick link (NPR Goats & Soda) - Why Does Ebola Keep Spreading In Congo? Here's 
A Major Clue  “…some weeks ago, as cases started erupting around two towns, Katwa and 
Butembo, the investigators found that patient after patient had something else in common: 
They had all recently visited a health clinic for treatment for some other disease such as a 
respiratory infection or malaria….” 

https://www.dw.com/en/germany-boosts-support-for-tackling-dr-congo-ebola-outbreak/a-47658564?utm_campaign=KFF-2018-Daily-GHP-Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=70225859&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--eVCP9vvk-V36m2MiCCIoNBuYmWtSXBI8-gBUc9oFsfG7LzG4AQ-cpgxC3lkD_d_EbhjVUgYnzWUiBZVTRyk2kCMaNbMBeJmTeHEFL0WJkHRA_vh4&_hsmi=70225859
https://www.dw.com/en/germany-boosts-support-for-tackling-dr-congo-ebola-outbreak/a-47658564?utm_campaign=KFF-2018-Daily-GHP-Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=70225859&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--eVCP9vvk-V36m2MiCCIoNBuYmWtSXBI8-gBUc9oFsfG7LzG4AQ-cpgxC3lkD_d_EbhjVUgYnzWUiBZVTRyk2kCMaNbMBeJmTeHEFL0WJkHRA_vh4&_hsmi=70225859
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/pandemics/brief/fact-sheet-world-bank-support-to-10th-ebola-outbreak-in-democratic-republic-of-congo?utm_campaign=KFF-2018-Daily-GHP-Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=70225859&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--eVCP9vvk-V36m2MiCCIoNBuYmWtSXBI8-gBUc9oFsfG7LzG4AQ-cpgxC3lkD_d_EbhjVUgYnzWUiBZVTRyk2kCMaNbMBeJmTeHEFL0WJkHRA_vh4&_hsmi=70225859
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/statement/2019/02/21/pandemic-emergency-financing-facility-approves-up-to-us20million-contribution-to-ebola-response-in-democratic-republic-of-congo
https://www.bmj.com/content/358/bmj.j3397
https://www.bmj.com/content/358/bmj.j3397
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2019/02/25/697073103/why-does-ebola-keep-spreading-in-congo-heres-a-major-clue?utm_source=npr_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=20190228&utm_campaign=goatsandsoda&utm_term=nprnews
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2019/02/25/697073103/why-does-ebola-keep-spreading-in-congo-heres-a-major-clue?utm_source=npr_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=20190228&utm_campaign=goatsandsoda&utm_term=nprnews
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Global Fund for hepatitis preparing for rollout 

Devex - Global fund for hepatitis prepares for rollout 

https://www.devex.com/news/global-fund-for-hepatitis-prepares-for-rollout-94360  

“The Fund for Elimination of Viral Hepatitis, or EndHep2030, the world’s only corpus dedicated to 
the elimination of viral hepatitis is expected to open soon. Starting April, the fund will accept 
proposals from charitable organizations working to raise awareness on and improve delivery 
systems for the screening and treatment of viral hepatitis….” “The fund plans to announce the first 
tranche of grants around World Hepatitis Day on July 28…” “… The announcement comes more than 
a year after the fund’s launch in November 2017 at the World Hepatitis Summit in São Paulo, 
Brazil….” 

Preparations UN High-Level Meeting on UHC in full swing 

As a reminder, “…UHC2030 is tasked to support the preparatory process and the High-Level 
Meeting on Universal Health Coverage (HLM on UHC), particularly regarding sharing evidence and 
good practices, challenges and lessons learned. Based on experience with recent High-Level events, 
UHC2030, as a multi-stakeholder platform in UHC, is expected to co-convene the interactive multi-
stakeholder hearing of the HLM on UHC [ 29 April ] with the President of the UN General Assembly 
(PGA) before starting the inter-governmental negotiation of the political declaration….” 

• Universal Health Coverage: It’s up to you, New York, New York... (Editorial 

MMI newsletter) 

Thomas Schwarz; http://www.medicusmundi.org/mmi-

network/documents/newsletter/201902/view  

Recommended. Thomas Schwarz looks ahead to the UN HLM and its preparatory process. In a rather 
lukewarm way as he has his doubts. Still, the MMI network will contribute.  

• CESM - https://csemonline.net/un-hlm-on-uhc/  

“The Civil Society Engagement Mechanism for UHC 2030 (CSEM) believes that the UN HLM on UHC 
in 2019 needs to be the moment where genuine change is seen to be happening. … …  Currently, the 
CSEM is engaging with UHC2030 on the HLM on UHC asks. While the CSEM works to develop these 
asks with input from civil society, the CSEM Advisory Group has recommended that UHC2030 work 
towards a HLM that is genuinely transformative.  …“ In order for this to happen, the CESM advisory 
group has 6 specific demands.  

• PMNCH - SRHR call to action: SRHR an essential element to achieving UHC 

https://www.who.int/pmnch/media/news/2018/sexual-reproductive-health-rights/en/  

https://www.devex.com/news/global-fund-for-hepatitis-prepares-for-rollout-94360
http://www.medicusmundi.org/mmi-network/documents/newsletter/201902/view
http://www.medicusmundi.org/mmi-network/documents/newsletter/201902/view
https://csemonline.net/un-hlm-on-uhc/
https://www.who.int/pmnch/media/news/2018/sexual-reproductive-health-rights/en/
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From 12 February: “In keeping with the Every Woman Every Child Partners’ Framework and 
the PMNCH 2018-2020 Business Plan, PMNCH members and allies are proud to launch a global call 
to action for the full recognition and inclusion of SRHR in UHC.  “Sexual and reproductive health 
and rights: An essential element to achieving universal health coverage”   highlights the concrete 
steps national governments and the global community can take to ensure the highest attainable 
standard of health for women, girls and adolescents through their UHC programmes.” 

The call to action will be spotlighted at key events throughout the year.  

Measuring PHC expenditure in LMICs 

BMJ Global Health - Measuring primary health care expenditure in low and lower-

middle income countries 

N Vande Maele, A Soucat et al ; https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/1/e001497  

We already flagged this new research article last week but good to re-emphasize it here, as it’s also a 
core contribution to the debate, ahead of the UN HLM. 

Cfr a few tweets: 

“A new methodological approach to cross-country measurement of spending on #PHC”. 

“MT @HeleneBarroy: Amazing effort from @WHO to start measuring #PHC expenditure in #LMICs: 
more here on the challenges and possible ways forward https://bit.ly/2XbdUlE  #UHC”  

“Primary Health Care is considered to be the pathway to #UHC and achieving the SDGs. Measuring 
#PHC expenditure is a critical first step to understand why some countries improve access to health 
services, provide financial risk protection and achieve UHC”  

AMR 

HPW - Global Accelerator Network On Antibacterial Research Expands 

https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/global-accelerator-network-on-antibacterial-research-

expands/  

“A network of life sciences organisations working together to address antibacterial resistance 
worldwide has expanded to now include 10 top organisations from six countries, according to CARB-
X (Combating Antibiotic Resistant Bacteria), a US-based partnership investing hundreds of millions of 
dollars in R&D for antibacterial resistance over 5 year.”   “CARB-X is expanding its Global 
Accelerator Network, bringing together 10 world-class organizations from six countries (Denmark, 
Germany, India, Switzerland, United Kingdom, United States) into a single global network of 

http://gsprogressreport.everywomaneverychild.org/chapter/moving-forward-together-and-leaving-no-one-behind/ewec-partners-framework-for-2018-2020/
https://www.who.int/pmnch/PMNCH_Business_Plan_2018-2020.pdf?ua=1
https://www.who.int/pmnch/media/news/2018/pmnch-call-to-action-SRHR.pdf?ua=1
https://www.who.int/pmnch/media/news/2018/pmnch-call-to-action-SRHR.pdf?ua=1
https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/1/e001497
https://twitter.com/hashtag/PHC?src=hash
https://twitter.com/HeleneBarroy
https://twitter.com/WHO
https://twitter.com/hashtag/PHC?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/LMICs?src=hash
https://t.co/gBFfnyTIrF
https://twitter.com/hashtag/UHC?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/UHC?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/PHC?src=hash
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/global-accelerator-network-on-antibacterial-research-expands/
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/global-accelerator-network-on-antibacterial-research-expands/
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expertise to provide scientific, technical and business support to the growing numbers of CARB-X-
funded antibacterial research projects….” 

In other CARB-X news, a tweet from the Wellcome Trust’s Ed Whiting:  

“@EdWhiting1 of @Wellcome_AMR says through CARB-X it has 40 new antibiotics in development 
that may ‘fall off a cliff’ if the global community doesn’t work out how to fund development of 
new drugs. UK gov is only one to explore a new model of funding #StopSuperbugs #VaccinesWork”  

ReAct/Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation - When the Drugs Don’t Work Antibiotic - 

Resistance as a Global Development Problem 

https://www.reactgroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/When-the-Drugs-Don%E2%80%99t-
Work-Antibiotic-Resistance-as-a-Global-Developmen t-Problem-Feb-2019.pdf  

New report.  “…Antibiotic resistance would seriously jeopardise the achievement of several of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Therefore, antibiotic resistance must be included in the 
work on sustainable development, and should be seen as a strong additional reason to urgently 
increase the work on the Sustainable Development Goals…” 

“This report focuses on the Sustainable Development Goals related to poverty, economic growth, 
inequality, health, food production and the environment…” “…Because of its urgency, antibiotic 
resistance should receive special attention on the national and global levels as a systems failure both 
in healthcare and agriculture. To limit the effects of antibiotic resistance, it must be considered a 
critical sustainable development issue.” 

India, Sweden to increase cooperation on anti-microbial resistance: Swedish 

Health Minister 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/india-sweden-to-increase-cooperation-on-

anti-microbial-resistance-swedish-health-minister-119022500545_1.html  

“…stating that AMR work is an "ongoing cooperation" between India and Sweden, Hallengren hoped 
that India would join the "Alliance of Champions, which is a creation between 
many countries globally to face and to fight AMR"….” 

Rob Yates chipped in on Twitter: “The best way Sweden can help India tackle AMR is to help the 
latter publicly finance its health system properly.” 

IDS - New project mobilizes social sciences against infectious threats 

https://www.ids.ac.uk/news/new-project-mobilizes-social-sciences-against-infectious-threats/ 

“Sonar-Global, a new EU project involving IDS, will build an international Social Sciences network 
for the prevention and response to infectious threats and Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR). The 
project will provide a platform for collaboration among social sciences experts, institutions and 

https://twitter.com/EdWhiting1
https://twitter.com/Wellcome_AMR
https://twitter.com/hashtag/StopSuperbugs?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/VaccinesWork?src=hash
https://www.reactgroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/When-the-Drugs-Don%E2%80%99t-Work-Antibiotic-Resistance-as-a-Global-Development-Problem-Feb-2019.pdf
https://www.reactgroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/When-the-Drugs-Don%E2%80%99t-Work-Antibiotic-Resistance-as-a-Global-Development-Problem-Feb-2019.pdf
https://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/india-sweden-to-increase-cooperation-on-anti-microbial-resistance-swedish-health-minister-119022500545_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/india-sweden-to-increase-cooperation-on-anti-microbial-resistance-swedish-health-minister-119022500545_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=amr
https://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=india
https://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=india
https://www.business-standard.com/search?type=news&q=countries
https://www.ids.ac.uk/news/new-project-mobilizes-social-sciences-against-infectious-threats/


 

11 
 

existing networks engaged in preparedness and response to epidemics and AMR in Europe and 
around the world….” 

Global Health Security 

CEPI awards US $34million contract to CureVac to advance The RNA Printer™—a 

mRNA vaccine platform that can rapidly combat multiple diseases 

https://cepi.net/news_cepi/cepi-awards-contract-to-curevac-to-advance-the-rna-printer-a-mrna-
vaccine-platform-that-can-rapidly-combat-multiple-diseases/ 

“The Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) and CureVac AG, a biopharmaceutical 
company pioneering the field of mRNA-based vaccines, have announced a partnership agreement 
worth up to US$ 34 million for the ongoing development of The RNA Printer™ prototype—a 
transportable, down-scaled, automated messenger RNA (mRNA) printing facility. This innovative 
platform will provide a rapid supply of lipid-nanoparticle (LNP)-formulated mRNA vaccine candidates 
that can target known pathogens (including Lassa Fever, Yellow Fever, and Rabies) and prepare for 
rapid response to new and previously unknown pathogens (referred to by WHO as “Disease X”)….” 

Vaccines & populism 

Guardian - Vaccine scepticism grows in line with rise of populism - study 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/feb/25/vaccine-scepticism-rises-in-line-with-votes-for-

populists-study-finds  

“Skepticism about the use of vaccines for children has risen across Europe in line with votes for 
populists, according to a study, which proposes that public health officials should track populist 
parties in opinion polls as a proxy signal for vaccine hesitancy… As there is a lack of monitoring 
surveys of attitudes toward vaccines, the researchers argue the performance of populist parties could 
instead be used to alert public health bodies to rising levels of skepticism. “  Based on a new study in 
The European Journal of Public health.   

Global child cancer estimates 

Lancet Oncology – Estimating the total incidence of global childhood cancer: a 

simulation-based analysis 

Lancet  

Cfr the press release:  

https://cepi.net/news_cepi/cepi-awards-contract-to-curevac-to-advance-the-rna-printer-a-mrna-vaccine-platform-that-can-rapidly-combat-multiple-diseases/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/cepi-awards-contract-to-curevac-to-advance-the-rna-printer-a-mrna-vaccine-platform-that-can-rapidly-combat-multiple-diseases/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/feb/25/vaccine-scepticism-rises-in-line-with-votes-for-populists-study-finds
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/feb/25/vaccine-scepticism-rises-in-line-with-votes-for-populists-study-finds
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/eurpub/ckz004/5364298?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanonc/article/PIIS1470-2045(18)30909-4/fulltext?utm_campaign=lancet&utm_content=85853065&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&hss_channel=tw-27013292
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“The Lancet Oncology: Worldwide estimates suggest that nearly one in two children with cancer 
are left undiagnosed and untreated”:  

The first ever global estimates of the number of undiagnosed cases of childhood cancer suggest that 
the true number of new cases each year could be almost double those currently recorded. A 
modelling study published in The Lancet Oncology journal estimates that there are almost 400,000 
new cases of childhood cancer annually, while current records count only around 200,000.  The new 
model makes predictions for 200 countries and estimates that undiagnosed cases could account for 
more than half of the total in Africa, South Central Asia and the Pacific Islands. In contrast, in North 
America and Europe only three per cent of cases remain undiagnosed. If no improvements are made, 
the study authors estimate that nearly three million further cases will be missed between 2015 and 
2030. …” 

For coverage, see for example the Guardian -  Nearly half of all children with cancer go undiagnosed 
and untreated 

“Many cases in Asia and Africa are being missed and leading to children ‘dying at home’”. 

“…The research suggests that the situation depends on location: while only 3% of childhood cancer 
cases in western Europe and north America are thought to have been missed in 2015, the proportion 
rose to an estimated 49% in south Asia and 57% in western Africa….” 

LGBT & Kenya 

Guardian – ‘Lives are hanging on the line’: Kenya delays landmark ruling on gay 

rights 

Guardian;   

“Judges in Kenya have postponed a long-awaited landmark ruling that could have led to sex 
between men or between women decriminalised. The attempt by LGBT campaigners to have 
colonial era legislation struck out has been closely watched by activists across Africa. But Justice John 
Mativo said on Friday that the high court needed more time to consider the evidence. The judgment 
will now be given in late May. The delay prompted anger and disappointment among campaigners 
who gathered to hear the decision in Nairobi, the Kenyan capital….” 

See also Foreign Policy - LGBT Kenyans’ Patience Has Gone Unrewarded.   

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2019/feb/27/nearly-half-of-all-children-with-cancer-go-undiagnosed-and-untreated?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=68b7fe3be8-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_02_26_01_50&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-68b7fe3be8-865935
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2019/feb/27/nearly-half-of-all-children-with-cancer-go-undiagnosed-and-untreated?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=68b7fe3be8-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_02_26_01_50&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-68b7fe3be8-865935
https://www.theguardian.com/world/africa
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/feb/22/lives-are-hanging-on-the-line-kenya-halts-landmark-ruling-on-gay-rights?utm_campaign=KFF-2018-Daily-GHP-Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=70170035&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_f77mNMIG7aZtUrINPN6SJP4f6teXpRrk3cfUICQiov389Irm5IopNN0BHbibbcbiXwjpkMs46CdSqDQ37eeXV9XQMxsK5hPErWUrOdOd08WzfZ2U&_hsmi=70170035
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/02/24/lgbt-kenyans-patience-has-gone-unrewarded/
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WB leadership update 

Devex - Opinion: It's time to challenge the status quo in picking the World Bank 

president 

M J Romero (Eurodad); https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-it-s-time-to-challenge-the-status-

quo-in-picking-the-world-bank-president-94353  

“…In recent years, we have seen that, under Jim Kim’s leadership, the World Bank promoted a 
vision of the bank that closely aligns with Wall Street — and keen on attracting private equity firms, 
insurance companies, and sovereign wealth funds. This approach resulted in the controversial 
“maximizing finance for development” approach, which focuses on crowding in private finance and 
creating markets, without sufficient assurance that the realization of citizens’ rights, including their 
rights to essential services, are fulfilled. More than ever, the success of the next president’s tenure 
depends upon his or her willingness to critically assess the role the bank can play in challenging the 
failed model that has led us here. If we are to accelerate efforts to address growing inequality, 
climate change, and social justice challenges, the aforementioned gentlemen’s agreement [i.e. 
between the US & the EU ] must end. The World Bank is still the most influential public development 
bank in the world and needs a leader who truly supports its mandate to end extreme poverty and 
promote shared prosperity for everyone in every developing country. … “ 

“… This is also the opinion of the over 130 signatories to the Open Letter to the World Bank Group 
Board of Executive Directors. In the Letter, prominent academics, politicians, and civil society groups 
from the U.S., Latin America, Africa, Europe, and Asia call for the selection to be a transparent and 
competitive process that is open to any applicant and actively encourages candidates from the 
global south to apply. …” 

Nature Editorial - Wanted: climate leadership for the World Bank 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-00661-5  

“US President Donald Trump’s candidate to lead the global institution could undermine its efforts 
to get greener. Nations need the courage to challenge the nomination.”  

Excerpt: “…With the United States out of the Paris agreement, Malpass is already advocating taking 
the bank back to its post-war roots: financing energy and infrastructure projects regardless of their 
environmental impact. Outlining his agenda in The Financial Times, Malpass said the bank needs to 
revert to its “core mission”. Climate change did not get a mention….” 

https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-it-s-time-to-challenge-the-status-quo-in-picking-the-world-bank-president-94353
https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-it-s-time-to-challenge-the-status-quo-in-picking-the-world-bank-president-94353
https://www.devex.com/news/as-jim-kim-steps-down-a-tumultuous-world-bank-presidency-comes-to-an-end-94247
https://www.devex.com/news/as-jim-kim-steps-down-a-tumultuous-world-bank-presidency-comes-to-an-end-94247
http://www.worldbank.org/en/about/partners/maximizing-finance-for-development
https://eurodad.org/Entries/view/1547026/2019/02/14/Open-letter-to-the-World-Bank-Group-Board-of-Executive-Directors
https://eurodad.org/Entries/view/1547026/2019/02/14/Open-letter-to-the-World-Bank-Group-Board-of-Executive-Directors
https://eurodad.org/Entries/view/1547026/2019/02/14/Open-letter-to-the-World-Bank-Group-Board-of-Executive-Directors
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-00661-5
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Brexit scenarios & NHS & UK/ODA 

Lancet Health Policy - How will Brexit affect health services in the UK? An updated 

evaluation 

N Fahy, D Stuckler et al ; https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-

6736(19)30425-8/fulltext  

“All forms of Brexit will negatively impact the UK National Health Service (NHS), but the prospect of a 
No-Deal Brexit presents by far the worst scenario, with negative effects on the health care 
workforce, NHS financing, availability of medicines and vaccines, sharing of information and medical 
research, according to this new Health Policy review…” 

See also a Lancet Editorial - Brexit: deal or no deal?    

Lancet Offline – UK citizens are losing the right to health—who cares? 

R Horton; https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30477-5/fulltext  

“…Brexit will eliminate the right to health care enjoyed by the British people since the Lisbon 
Treaty. It is now an urgent imperative for doctors, together with fellow health professionals, to work 
together to demand a UK Constitution that reasserts the soon to be lost right to health care.” 

Donor tracker - New report finds UK's 0.7% commitment key to maintaining 

influence in UN post-Brexit 

https://donortracker.org/report-finds-UK-0.7%25-commitment-key-to-maintaining-influence-in-UN-
post-Brexit  

“The UK branch of the United Nations Association (UNA) has produced a new report exploring the 
impact of the UK leaving the European Union on its ability to  wield influence in the UN system. 
Undertaken by academics and involving extensive interviews with senior diplomats and officials, the 
report highlights concerns that the UK will face considerable challenges in maintaining its current 
relatively high level of influence in the UN once it has left the European Union. The report argues, 
though, that the UK’s influence can be maintained if it invests in multilateralism and provides 
clear, values-driven leadership.  In particular, the report recommends that the UK should keep its 
commitment to the UN target of delivering 0.7% of its gross national income (GNI) as official 
development assistance (ODA).” 

Was already reported in last week’s IHP newsletter, via the Guardian - Brexit causing ‘palpable 
decline’ in UK influence at the UN  

Meanwhile, “The U.K. government has reassured lawmakers that it does not support a Conservative 
Party proposal to merge the Department for International Development (DFID) with the Foreign & 
Commonwealth Office. “ (Devex)   

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30425-8/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30425-8/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30443-X/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30477-5/fulltext
https://donortracker.org/report-finds-UK-0.7%25-commitment-key-to-maintaining-influence-in-UN-post-Brexit
https://donortracker.org/report-finds-UK-0.7%25-commitment-key-to-maintaining-influence-in-UN-post-Brexit
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/feb/19/brexit-deline-uk-influence-un
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/feb/19/brexit-deline-uk-influence-un
https://www.devex.com/news/ifc-immunity-case-future-of-dfid-and-ebola-center-attacks-in-drc-this-week-in-development-94383
https://www.devex.com/news/ifc-immunity-case-future-of-dfid-and-ebola-center-attacks-in-drc-this-week-in-development-94383
https://www.devex.com/news/ifc-immunity-case-future-of-dfid-and-ebola-center-attacks-in-drc-this-week-in-development-94383
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Germany’s Global Health Hub 

Lancet (World Report) - Germany's Global Health hub 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30479-9/fulltext  

“Germany's Global Health Hub is aimed at improving Germany's global health infrastructure, 
although uncertainty remains over the remit of this initiative. Andrew Green reports from Berlin.” 

Access to Medicines 

IP-Watch - New Research Study Describes DNDi As A “Commons” For Public 

Health 

http://www.ip-watch.org/2019/02/25/new-research-study-describes-dndi-commons-public-health/  

“Since 2003, Drugs for Neglected Diseases Initiative (DNDi) has worked to meet the public health 
needs of neglected populations by filling gaps in drug development left by the for-profit 
pharmaceutical industry. A new research study by the French Development Agency analysed DNDi’s 
unique product development partnership (PDP) model, and found that it “illustrate[s] what can be 
presented as a ‘commons’ within the area of public health.”” 

Big Tobacco’s push for Big Vape 

Politico - Citizens’ initiative calls for vaping to be treated differently from 

traditional smoking — and is backed by industry associations. 

https://www.politico.eu/article/big-tobacco-bankrolls-petition-influence-eu-vaping-rules/  

New sneaky lobbying tactic in Brussels - People power.   

CRISPR related news 

STAT news - Chinese government funding may have been used for ‘CRISPR babies’ 

project, documents suggest 

Stat; 

“Three government institutions in China, including the nation’s science ministry, may have funded the 
“CRISPR babies” study that led to the birth last November of two genetically modified twin girls, 
according to documents reviewed by STAT….” 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30479-9/fulltext
http://www.ip-watch.org/2019/02/25/new-research-study-describes-dndi-commons-public-health/
https://www.politico.eu/article/big-tobacco-bankrolls-petition-influence-eu-vaping-rules/
https://www.statnews.com/2019/02/25/crispr-babies-study-china-government-funding/?utm_source=STAT+Newsletters&utm_campaign=358fa4d296-MR_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8cab1d7961-358fa4d296-149563537
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Read also (Stat) - China unveils new rules on biotech after gene-editing scandal.   

Nature (News) - The CRISPR-baby scandal: what’s next for human gene-editing 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-00673-1  

“As concerns surge after a bombshell revelation, here are four questions about this fast-moving 
field.”   We flag this article mainly for a map on the global legal landscape on gene editing, 
currently, and also the last section on ‘where will the next CRISPR babies be born’. 

Finally, a link ( in Bloomberg) - Crispr Infuses First Human in Landmark Gene-Editing Study  

Oscars & global health 

Documentary About Menstruation Wins Oscar: 'I'm Not Crying Because I'm on My 

Period' 

https://people.com/movies/oscars-2019-menstruation-documentary-wins-oscar-not-crying-period/  

“The film  ‘Period. End of Sentence.’  created by Oakwood High School students who also founded a 
nonprofit organization called The Pad Project won Best Documentary Short at Sunday's Oscars. The 
firm aims to fight the stigma of menstruation, starting in a rural village outside of Delhi, India. “ 

To celebrate the prestigious honor, Zehtabchi (one of the producers and director) had two 
hilariously-honest thoughts to share with the audience. “I’m not crying because I’m on my period or 
anything,” she began, before stating, “I can’t believe a film about menstruation won an Oscar!” 

“Watching these women become more and more comfortable talking about their periods indicates a 
larger cultural shift that I’m sure in due time we’ll be able to see even more clearly.”…  “The fact that 
that much change happened in six months gives us so much hope for what will happen in the future 
of this machine and globally in this movement” Sliney said.” 

See also NPR Goats & Soda - A 'Period' Movie Won The Oscar! So Why Are Some Menstrual Health 
Experts Ambivalent?    

Scientific Publishing  

Nature (News) - High-profile subscription journals critique Plan S 

Nature (news); 

“Publishers of highly selective scholarly journals — including Nature and Science — say that they 
cannot comply with Plan S, a European-led initiative that mandates free access to research results 

https://www.statnews.com/2019/02/27/china-unveils-new-rules-on-biotech-after-gene-editing-scandal/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-00673-1
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-02-25/crispr-infuses-first-human-in-landmark-gene-editing-study
https://people.com/movies/oscars-2019-menstruation-documentary-wins-oscar-not-crying-period/
https://people.com/movies/oscar-documentary-period-end-of-sentence/
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2019/02/28/694733979/a-period-movie-won-the-oscar-so-why-are-some-menstrual-health-experts-ambivalent?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter&utm_source=npr_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=20190228&utm_campaign=goatsandsoda&utm_term=nprnews
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2019/02/28/694733979/a-period-movie-won-the-oscar-so-why-are-some-menstrual-health-experts-ambivalent?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter&utm_source=npr_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=20190228&utm_campaign=goatsandsoda&utm_term=nprnews
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-00596-x
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on publication from 2020, unless its rules are changed. Their appeals come as part of a massive 
consultation on how the open-access initiative should work, which closed on 8 February and 
received about 600 responses, including from most of the world’s major academic publishers….”  
“Many publishers told the Plan S coalition that they support the general aims of the initiative, but 
don’t agree on its details. They also say the timeframe for the transition is too short.  “ 

Excerpt: “…One name absent among respondents was Dutch publishing giant Elsevier, which didn’t 
submit its own feedback to the consultation. Instead, Elsevier — which publishes some 2,960 
journals, including The Lancet and Cell — says that it helped develop a submission from the 
International Association of Scientific, Technical and Medical (STM) Publishers in Oxford, UK, of 
which it is a member. The STM Association says that there is no “one-size-fits-all” approach to open 
access, and that the timeline of Plan S is “rushed”….” 

Nature (News) - Big pharma is embracing open-access publishing like never 

before 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-00610-
2?utm_source=twt_nnc&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=naturenews&sf208614106=1  

“Proportion of open-access publications with authors from the pharmaceutical industry doubled 
between 2009 and 2016.” 

New leadership ITM  

ITM press release - Marc-Alain Widdowson appointed new Director of the 

Institute of Tropical Medicine Antwerp 

 

https://www.itg.be/E/Article/new-director 

“The Board of Governors of the Institute of Tropical Medicine (ITM) in Antwerp, Belgium has 
appointed Dr Marc-Alain Widdowson (50) as new Director of the Institute. Widdowson will take 
over from Prof Dr Bruno Gryseels in August 2019. The Board of Governors expresses its gratitude to 
Gryseels for his achievements. Over the past 24 years he oversaw the transformation of ITM into a 
science-driven centre of excellence with fruitful partnerships all over the world. “ 

UN Launches New Strategy On Road Safety For UN Personnel 

HPW - https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/un-launches-new-strategy-on-road-safety-for-un-
personnel/  

“The United Nations has launched a new road safety strategy to establish a coordinated approach 
for preventing road traffic crashes, which is a leading cause of death for UN personnel. The 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-00610-2?utm_source=twt_nnc&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=naturenews&sf208614106=1
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-00610-2?utm_source=twt_nnc&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=naturenews&sf208614106=1
https://www.itg.be/E/Article/new-director
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/un-launches-new-strategy-on-road-safety-for-un-personnel/
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/un-launches-new-strategy-on-road-safety-for-un-personnel/
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strategy, entitled, “A Partnership for Safer Journeys,” was launched today at the UN headquarters in 
New York and at the World Health Organization in Geneva.” 

“… From 2013 to 2017, the UN “experienced over 600 fatalities and injuries related to road crashes 
of United Nations vehicles. Sixty of those resulted in the loss of United Nations personnel,” it said, 
adding that thousands of UN personnel around the world, operate in “dangerous and often 
treacherous conditions.” “In line with the Decade of Action for Road Safety 2011-2020, established 
by the General Assembly, this strategy guides United Nations organizations in developing a new 
approach towards safer journeys,” UN Secretary-General António Guterres said in the release.” 

Women’s rights & female world leaders 

Guardian - Rise of the 'strongman': Dozens of female world leaders warn women's 

rights being eroded 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/feb/28/rise-of-the-strongman-dozens-of-female-

world-leaders-warn-womens-rights-being-eroded  

“More than 30 female world leaders including current and former heads of state have called for a 
fightback against the erosion of women’s rights, with one former minister singling out countries led 
by “a macho-type strongman” as part of the problem.” 

In other news from female world leaders, see also Three Ex-UN Leaders Form a Women’s Group to 
Save Multilateralism  

“…three women who know the United Nations inside and out through previous top leadership jobs 
have originated a Group of Women Leaders for Change and Inclusion. The goal is to bring together 
former UN female colleagues who held top jobs as well to “partner and raise our voices on matters 
regarding women equality and multilateralism,” said Susana Malcorra, one of the three women who 
started the group. “By now we are more than 25 and keep adding.” The other two former UN 
leaders behind it are Helen Clark, who ran the UN Development Program from 2009 to 2017 and 
was the prime minister of New Zealand from 1999 to 2008; and Irina Bokova, a Bulgarian politician 
who was the director-general of Unesco from 2009 to 2017. They plan to advocate for gender 
equality and multilateralism through op-eds, papers, conferences, mentoring and other sources in 
multiple languages “to shed light into matters that each one of us have worked in our different fields 
of expertise,” Malcorra said….” 

WHO Bulletin – March issue 

https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/97/3/en/  

Start with the two editorials: 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/feb/28/rise-of-the-strongman-dozens-of-female-world-leaders-warn-womens-rights-being-eroded
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/feb/28/rise-of-the-strongman-dozens-of-female-world-leaders-warn-womens-rights-being-eroded
https://www.passblue.com/2019/02/21/three-ex-un-leaders-form-a-womens-group-to-save-multilateralism/
https://www.passblue.com/2019/02/21/three-ex-un-leaders-form-a-womens-group-to-save-multilateralism/
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/97/3/en/
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• Governance for health: the HIV response and general global health   (by L-G Bekker, P Piot, C 
Beyrer et al)    They react on Robert Marten et al’s Editorial “Shifting global health 
governance towards the sustainable development goals”, from a while ago.   Point of view 
here from authors of the recent International AIDS Society — Lancet Commission.  

They conclude: “…Achieving the SDGs will require transformed governance efforts to shift the focus 
upstream on the structural determinants of health and new leverage mechanisms to fit economic 
and geopolitical trends. Implementing an integrated governance system will inevitably be complex 
and require an honest consideration of the strengths and weaknesses of the actors involved in health 
governance. To this end, the commission will remain active in the pursuit of effective global health 
governance strategies that are needed to drive health solidarity and revitalize the global response to 
HIV.” 

•  Accelerating universal health coverage: a call for papers  (Deadline: 15 June)  

“… In 2020, the world will still have a decade to harness global momentum and advance progress 
towards UHC by 2030. The Bulletin of the World Health Organization will publish a theme issue on 
accelerating progress towards UHC to encourage learning and information sharing on this 
dimension of the SDGs. The issue will explore policy options and country experiences on how to 
expand population coverage, service coverage and financial protection.  …” 

This Theme Issue will be launched at the PMAC conference on UHC in January 2020.  

World Hearing Day  (3 March) & New Lancet Commission 

Lancet Editorial – Prioritising prevention of hearing loss 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30403-9/fulltext  

“Almost half a billion people worldwide have moderate to profound hearing loss, and this number is 
predicted to increase to more than 900 million—or one in ten people—by 2050. The focus of this 
year's World Hearing Day, held on March 3, is to draw attention to the importance of early 
identification and intervention. In this issue of The Lancet, we also announce the launch of a new 
Commission that aims to identify strategies to reduce the global burden of hearing loss….” 

“”…In advance of World Hearing Day, and in collaboration with the International Telecommunication 
Union, WHO issued a global standard for manufacturers of personal audio devices to improve their 
safety….” 

Lancet Comment - A Lancet Commission to address the global burden of hearing 

loss 

B S Wilson et al; https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30484-
2/fulltext  

https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/97/3/19-230417.pdf
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/97/3/19-230904.pdf
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30403-9/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30484-2/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30484-2/fulltext
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“To mark World Hearing Day for 2019, we are pleased to announce a Lancet Commission to 
identify ways to reduce the global burden of hearing loss. The Commission follows a recent Lancet 
Review of the state of global hearing health care and possibilities for improving it.  As noted in the 
Review, hearing loss was the fourth leading cause of years lived with disability (YLDs) worldwide in 
2015, representing 5·8% of YLDs due to all causes. Additionally, in 2015, half a billion people 
worldwide had a disabling hearing loss and 1·34 billion had a mild-to-complete hearing loss in the 
better-hearing ear—6·8% and 18·1% of the world's population, respectively.” 

Papers, journal articles & reports of the week 

Global Financing Facility (GFF) Country Implementation Guidelines 

https://www.globalfinancingfacility.org/gff-country-implementation-guidelines  

“The GFF’s new Country Implementation Guidelines provide guidance to national governments and 
other stakeholders for effective implementation of the GFF process in countries. These guidelines, 
which focus on the implementation phase of the investment case, complement the GFF investment 
case development guidelines and the guidance note on multistakeholder country platforms.” 

BMJ Global Health (Analysis) - Improving resource mobilisation for global health 

R&D: a role for coordination platforms? 

N Beyeler, G Yamey et al ; https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/1/e001209  

“… …  An important cause of the global health R&D funding gap is lack of coordination across R&D 
initiatives. In particular, existing initiatives lack robust priority-setting processes and transparency 
about investment decisions. Low-income countries (LICs) and middle-income countries (MICs) are also 
often excluded from global investment initiatives and priority-setting discussions, leading to limited 
investment by these countries. An overarching global health R&D coordination platform is one 
promising response to these challenges. This analysis examines the essential functions such a 
platform must play, how it should be structured to maximise effectiveness and investment 
strategies for diversifying potential investors, with an emphasis on building LIC and MIC 
engagement. Our analysis suggests that a coordination platform should have four key functions: 
building consensus on R&D priorities; facilitating information sharing about past and future 
investments; building in accountability mechanisms to track R&D spending against investment 
targets and curating a portfolio of prioritised projects alongside mechanisms to link funders to these 
projects. Several design features are likely to increase the platform’s success: public ownership and 
management; separation of coordination and financing functions; inclusion of multiple diseases; 
coordination across global and national efforts; development of an international R&D ‘roadmap’ and 
a strategy for the financial sustainability of the platform’s secretariat.” 

SS&M - Social capital, social movements and global public health: Fighting for 

health-enabling contexts in marginalised settings 

C Campbell; https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0277953619300632  

https://www.globalfinancingfacility.org/gff-country-implementation-guidelines
https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/1/e001209
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0277953619300632
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Highlights: “Applied social capital research in global health often neglects power inequalities. 
Including attention to social movement participation could start to address this. Local network 
participation may be a launch-pad for more ambitious health activism. The Treatment Action 
Campaign serves as a useful prototype of this process. This approach puts power inequalities at the 
heart of social capital thinking.” 

IJHPM - Reflections on Norheim (2018), Disease Control Priorities Third Edition Is 

Published; Comment on “Disease Control Priorities Third Edition Is Published: A 

Theory of Change Is Needed for Translating Evidence to Health Policy” 

Rachel Nugent; http://www.ijhpm.com/article_3599.html  

Well worth a read. “The publication of Disease Control Priorities, 3rd edition (DCP3) is a major 
milestone in the global health world. DCP3 reviews and summarizes high quality health intervention 
effectiveness and cost-effectiveness evidence relevant to low- and middle-income countries and is 
freely available to users. This Commentary summarizes Norheim’s (2018) assessment of DCP3’s role 
in country health priority-setting and offers reflections on what DCP3 can continue to offer countries 
seeking to improve their purchasing of health.” 

Global Policy Watch (briefing) - Social Protection: Hot Topic but Contested 

Agenda 

B Adams & K Judd; https://www.globalpolicywatch.org/blog/2019/02/26/social-protection/  

“Social protection has surfaced to the top of multiple agendas, from human rights to the promotion 
of economic growth, from decent work to economic, social and gender equality. Its champions, 
particularly at the global level, include a host of different players, with different priorities, 
institutions and policy streams, all competing to define the concept and own the discourse….” 

Recommended Briefing. Must-read.  

See also IISD - Expert Brief Reflects on Varying Approaches to Social Protection.   

SS&M - Government of Malawi's unconditional cash transfer improves youth 

mental health 

G Angeles et al; 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0277953619300310?dgcid=rss_sd_all  

Highlights: “Malawi's national cash transfer scheme lowers symptoms of depression among youth. 
Reductions in symptoms of depression are particularly robust for females. Key mechanisms include 
improved education, caregiver wellbeing and social support. Unconditional cash grants may help 
break the cycle of poverty and poor mental health.” 

http://www.ijhpm.com/article_3599.html
https://www.globalpolicywatch.org/blog/2019/02/26/social-protection/
http://sdg.iisd.org/news/expert-brief-reflects-on-varying-approaches-to-social-protection/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0277953619300310?dgcid=rss_sd_all
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CGD (blog) - Is Traceability Good Medicine for Dysfunctional Health Supply 

Chains? 

M Pisa; https://www.cgdev.org/blog/traceability-good-medicine-dysfunctional-health-supply-chains  

“In many low- and lower-middle-income countries (LMICs) where disease burdens are highest, 
health supply chains function poorly, resulting in frequent stockouts and a high prevalence of 
substandard and even falsified medications, both of which undermine the effectiveness of treatment 
regimens and raise the risk of anti-microbial resistance. In response to these concerns, the global 
health initiatives have stepped up their efforts to improve supply chain management. At the same 
time, a growing number of rich country pharmaceutical companies are investing in digital 
technologies in response to new regulations—including the US Drug Supply Chain Security Act (DSCA) 
and the EU’s Falsified Medicines Directive—that require producers and distributors to “track and 
trace” the movement of medicines through the supply chain at the package-level. In a new paper, 
my coauthor Denise McCurdy and I explore whether traceability offers a realistic solution to some 
of the problems found in LMIC health supply chains….” 

Development Today – Tough competition for donor money: Global health 

agencies under scrutiny for inflating results 

Development Today; 

(gated)  “In an environment of fierce competition, global health initiatives like the Global Fund are 
making grand claims regarding the numbers of lives they can save if donors provide enough 
money. But in the new, more holistic SDG era, with an ambition of universal health coverage, 
researchers say that such claims are “misleading.” “We have to stop this game of trying to say 
exactly how many years or months or lives we can buy with one earmarked dollar,” says Gorik 
Ooms at the London School of Tropical Medicine & Hygiene to Development Today.”  

It's yet another example of the neoliberalism still prevailing in global health, as far as I am 
concerned. (see Rachel Thompson et al’s assessment, earlier in this newsletter).  

Some key blogs & mainstream newspaper articles of the 
week 

LSE – Cuban health care offers many lessons for Global Health Security 

Clare Wenham et al; https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/latamcaribbean/2019/02/27/cuban-healthcare-offers-

many-lessons-for-global-health-security/ 

“Despite its impressive achievements in a resource-poor setting, Cuba has never been seen as a 
poster child for health security, yet the Cuban experience does offer important lessons for improving 
health security globally….” 

https://www.cgdev.org/blog/traceability-good-medicine-dysfunctional-health-supply-chains
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/improving-global-health-supply-chains-through-traceability
http://www.development-today.com/magazine/Frontpage/tough_competition_for_donor_money_global_health_agencies_under_scrutiny_for_inflating_results
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/latamcaribbean/2019/02/27/cuban-healthcare-offers-many-lessons-for-global-health-security/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/latamcaribbean/2019/02/27/cuban-healthcare-offers-many-lessons-for-global-health-security/
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The Conversation - Why fixing Africa’s data gaps will lead to better health policies 

D T Kadengye et al (African Population and Health Research Center); 

https://theconversation.com/why-fixing-africas-data-gaps-will-lead-to-better-health-policies-111869  

“A number of challenges face countries trying to improve the collation and use of reliable data. Here 
are some of them….” 

LSE (blog) - Wellcome Open Research, the future of scholarly communication?  

https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2019/02/22/wellcome-open-research-the-future-of-

scholarly-communication/  

“In this blog, Robert Kiley and Michael Markie, discuss the ambition behind creating Wellcome Open 
Research, an innovative funder led publishing platform, and assess the success of the platform over 
its first two years. Going on to imagine a future, in which all research is published using the 
principles behind Wellcome Open Research, they suggest the potential benefits such a publishing 
system would have for research and research assessment.” 

Gender, Intersectionality and Health (CGGH blog) - The Best A Man Can Get 

Peter Baker;  http://ighgc.org/blogpost/the-best-a-man-can-get  

“The recent furore about Gillette’s new advert and the American Psychological Association’s 
(APA) guidelines on working with men reveals, yet again, the depth of anxiety felt by some about any 
perceived challenge to masculinity….” 

This excerpt on the ‘Man Box’ caught my attention in particular: “… Young men in Australia who 
conform most closely with the norms of the so-called ‘Man Box’ (a set of beliefs within and across 
society that place pressure on men to act in a way consistent with masculine norms) have 
been found to be significantly more likely to engage in regular binge drinking and to have been 
involved in traffic accidents than young men who do not conform with those norms . …” 

As we had some young male adolescents over last Saturday night at home – “pre-drinking” for a 
party, with my son – I now have a fairly good idea of what this ‘Man Box’ entails. The “young lads” 
nearly destroyed my new house :(   

Stat News - A scientific conference invited only women on stage. Then came the 

backlash 

Stat News  

“The decision to invite only female speakers to the microbiome conference at the University of 
California, San Diego, this week was meant to make a statement about how scientific meetings 
ought to be organized. Instead, the move has ignited a minor controversy, thrusting a gathering 
about a technical scientific subject into the culture wars….” 

https://theconversation.com/why-fixing-africas-data-gaps-will-lead-to-better-health-policies-111869
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2019/02/22/wellcome-open-research-the-future-of-scholarly-communication/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2019/02/22/wellcome-open-research-the-future-of-scholarly-communication/
http://ighgc.org/blogpost/the-best-a-man-can-get
https://youtu.be/koPmuEyP3a0
https://www.apa.org/about/policy/boys-men-practice-guidelines.pdf
https://jss.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/The-Man-Box-A-study-on-being-a-young-man-in-Australia.pdf
https://www.statnews.com/2019/02/27/scientific-conference-female-speakers-only-backlash/?utm_source=STAT+Newsletters&utm_campaign=2436db70ee-MR_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8cab1d7961-2436db70ee-149563537
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Stat News - How do I know about discrimination at top public health universities? 

I lived through it 

N Erondu; https://www.statnews.com/2019/02/21/discrimination-women-ethnic-minorities-public-

health-universities/  

One of the more poignant (must-) reads of last week, linked to the #decolonizeglobalhealth debate. 
“As I read “More talk than action,” a new study published in the Lancet on how women and ethnic 
minorities are being held back in schools of public health, I relived the personal experiences that 
led me to leave academia. … … The report brought back for me memories of all the awkward and 
impalpable situations I encountered as an assistant professor at the London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine…” 

Guardian - Millions of Ugandans quit internet after introduction of social media 

tax 

Guardian; 

“Millions of people in Uganda have abandoned the internet after punishing taxes were imposed on 
social media use and money transactions using mobile phones. A daily levy, introduced in July to 
tame “idle talk” online and raise revenue, affects more than 60 online platforms including Facebook, 
WhatsApp and Twitter. To use such sites, Ugandans are expected to pay a tax of 200 Ugandan 
shillings (4p) a day….”   

The tax raises economic (and also civil society) fears.  

Bloomberg - These Are the World's Healthiest Nations 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-02-24/spain-tops-italy-as-world-s-healthiest-

nation-while-u-s-slips  

“Maybe it’s something in the gazpacho or paella, as Spain just surpassed Italy to become the 
world’s healthiest country. That’s according to the 2019 edition of the Bloomberg Healthiest 
Country Index, which ranks 169 economies according to factors that contribute to overall health.”  

Well, if I could watch Messi every weekend, I’d probably also feel fairly healthy :)  Belgium - crap 
football league -  is only 28th on the list.  

Guardian - Study warns of global rise in autocratic leaders 'hijacking' laws for 

own ends 

Guardian; 

Poland tops another list. I refrain from commenting on their football league. 

https://www.statnews.com/2019/02/21/discrimination-women-ethnic-minorities-public-health-universities/
https://www.statnews.com/2019/02/21/discrimination-women-ethnic-minorities-public-health-universities/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/feb/27/millions-of-ugandans-quit-internet-after-introduction-of-social-media-tax-free-speech?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-02-24/spain-tops-italy-as-world-s-healthiest-nation-while-u-s-slips
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-02-24/spain-tops-italy-as-world-s-healthiest-nation-while-u-s-slips
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/feb/28/study-warns-of-rise-in-autocratic-leaders-hijacking-laws-for-own-ends-world-justice-project-global-justice-index?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment
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“Autocratic rule is on the rise throughout the world, with a growing number of authoritarian 
leaders “hijacking” laws to consolidate their own power, a study of global justice has found. Poland 
demonstrated the most significant turn towards authoritarianism over the past four years, followed 
by Bosnia and Herzegovina and Serbia. In all, 64% of 126 countries surveyed made similar moves 
towards autocratic rule in the past year alone, according to an annual rule of law index published 
by the World Justice Project.” 

Vox – Bill Gates: I’ve paid $10 billion in taxes. I should have paid more. 

https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/2019/2/27/18243183/bill-gates-foundation-reddit-ama-
billionaire-taxes  

“Eight highlights from Bill Gates’s Reddit AMA – Ask me Anything Monday. “ 

Global health events 

WHO Health Taxes Partners’ Meeting: Building 
collaborations for effective implementation  (26-27 Feb, 
Geneva) 

https://www.who.int/health_financing/events/health-taxes-partners-meeting/en/  

“Driving implementation of health taxes requires a coordinated response from WHO headquarters, 
WHO regions as well as key partners. In order to inform and shape HGF health taxes activities and to 
identify opportunities for collaboration, HGF is convening Health taxes partners’ meeting: Building 
collaborations for effective implementation from 26-27 February 2019 in Geneva, Switzerland.”  

Expected outcomes were: Concrete input on HGF health taxes projects; Aligned priorities and 
objectives; Identified opportunities for collaboration and joint work.  

India hosts ‘4th Global Digital Health Partnership Summit’ 

https://www.biospectrumindia.com/news/75/12925/india-hosts-4th-global-digital-health-

partnership-summit.html  

“J P Nadda, Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare inaugurated the ‘4th Global Digital Health 
Partnership Summit’ in the presence of Ravi Shankar Prasad Union Minister of Law & Justice and 
Electronics & Information Technology and Health Ministers from several countries. The global 
intergovernmental meeting on digital health is being hosted by the Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare in collaboration with World Health Organization (WHO) and the Global Digital Health 
Partnership (GDHP). … …  Ravi Shankar Prasad spoke about the use of technology innovations in 
transforming healthcare. He highlighted the various initiatives of the Government towards digital 

https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/2019/2/27/18243183/bill-gates-foundation-reddit-ama-billionaire-taxes
https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/2019/2/27/18243183/bill-gates-foundation-reddit-ama-billionaire-taxes
https://www.who.int/health_financing/events/health-taxes-partners-meeting/en/
https://www.biospectrumindia.com/news/75/12925/india-hosts-4th-global-digital-health-partnership-summit.html
https://www.biospectrumindia.com/news/75/12925/india-hosts-4th-global-digital-health-partnership-summit.html
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healthcare. He said that India is committed to reaching the last man in the line through digital health 
interventions and digital inclusion….” 

“…India took the world stage at the 71st World Health Assembly in Geneva, Switzerland by 
successfully introducing and unanimous adoption of Resolution on Digital Health. …” 

PS: “The Global Digital Health Partnership (GDHP) is an international collaboration of governments, 
government agencies and multinational organisations dedicated to improving the health and well-
being of their citizens through the best use of evidence-based digital technologies. …” 

See also Global health leaders adopt Delhi Declaration on digital health    

“Ministers and government officials from over 35 countries committed to accelerate and 
implement the appropriate digital health interventions to improve health of their population at 
national and sub-national levels by 2023. “Together we have opened a new chapter in the 
application of digital technology to health and its potential to strengthen health systems, prevent 
disease and enhance service delivery at the global, national and sub-national level. The Joint 
Declaration on Digital Health for Sustainable Development is indeed a landmark document,” said Dr 
Poonam Khetrapal Singh, WHO Regional Director for South East Asia, at the 4th Global Digital Health 
Partnership Summit….” 

“The Delhi Declaration outlines that digital health is key to attaining sustainable development 
goals and improving the health and well-being of citizens. It encourages countries to update, 
implement and scale-up their digital health strategies and interventions, at national and sub-national 
levels. In promoting equitable, affordable and universal access to health for all, the Declaration calls 
for rapid and full use of digital health innovations to strengthen the health sector through public-
private partnership. It also stresses on the need for norms and standards to address interoperability 
of data and systems, and cybersecurity. With an emphasis on resource and knowledge sharing and 
to facilitate international collaboration, the Delhi Declaration calls for the WHO to establish a road 
map and assist Member countries in realizing their digital health strategies….” 

KEMRI-Wellcome Trust Research programme & RingS 
workshop: Building Health Systems That Transform Gender 
Norms  (Nairobi, 28 Feb-1 March) 

https://ringsgenderresearch.org/meeting-building-health-systems-that-transform-gender-norms/ 

Ongoing.  

HPW - WHO Directors Meet With Staff This Week On Agency 
Transformation 

https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/who-directors-meet-with-staff-this-week-on-agency-

transformation/  

https://reliefweb.int/report/world/global-health-leaders-adopt-delhi-declaration-digital-health
https://ringsgenderresearch.org/meeting-building-health-systems-that-transform-gender-norms/
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/who-directors-meet-with-staff-this-week-on-agency-transformation/
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/who-directors-meet-with-staff-this-week-on-agency-transformation/
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This meeting has been postponed until 6 March. 

“Top officials from the World Health Organization will meet [ on 6 March ] with staff to discuss the 
transformation of the UN agency to a new structural alignment, according to an internal WHO 
email from the director general to staff worldwide. The staff communication from Director General 
Tedros Adhanom Gheyebresus (Dr Tedros) states: “On February 28th from 12:30-14:00 (CET), the 
Regional Directors and I will hold an all-staff meeting to discuss with you our collective vision for 
how we will set-up the entire organization to deliver GPW13, including our respective roles and 
our new, aligned structure.  We will also discuss next steps as we now move from the design of this 
new operating model to its full implementation by end-2019.”…” 

A few tweets: 

“Announcement expected soon at WHO on transformation plans after long review with external 
consultants. Big questions on: 1. How Geneva realigns to the new strategy 
(Emergencies/UHC/Wellbeing) 2. Mobility of staff across regions 3. Strengthened implementation 
science + innovation.”  

On another meeting: “Exciting discussions underway to form the first #globalnetwork on #ACTA in 
#healthsystems-forging a new #reasearchagenda and #collective action w/@undp @WHO and 
@Globalfund. This week I am delighted to be part of this history in making here in Geneva 
Switzerland”  

“Thanks to all who contributed to the  historic discussions on establishing a new network and work 
program on #anticorruption and health #SDG3 #SDG16”  

Coming up: 

• AHAIC    (Kigali, 5-7 March) 
• Launch of 2nd report Global Health 50/50   (Addis, 7 March); for more info, see already 2019 

Global Health 50/50 Report: Equality Works    “…The report will provide a comprehensive 
review of the gender-related policies of 198 global organisations working in and/or 
influencing the field of health.  …” 

• 2019 (2nd) International CHW symposium in Dhaka (  22 - 24 November  )  

Theme: “Potentials of Community Health Workers in Prevention and Control of NCDs in the context 
of UHC.” 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/globalnetwork?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ACTA?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/healthsystems?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/reasearchagenda?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/collectiveaxtion?src=hash
https://twitter.com/UNDP
https://twitter.com/WHO
https://twitter.com/GlobalFund
https://ahaic.org/
https://globalhealth5050.org/2019-report/
https://globalhealth5050.org/2019-report/
http://chwsymposium2019.icddrb.org/
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Global governance of health 

Economist - Countries are seeking help to deal with 
corporate tax avoidance 

https://www.economist.com/finance-and-economics/2019/02/23/countries-are-seeking-help-to-

deal-with-corporate-tax-avoidance  

“… Since 2017, auditors from Tax Administration Jamaica (taj), the national tax authority, have 
received training to help them identify and challenge the tax planning of large firms. The assistance 
is offered by Tax Inspectors Without Borders (TIWB), a programme backed by the OECD and 
the UN. 

“…The oecd reckons that exchequers worldwide lose $100bn-240bn a year to corporate tax 
avoidance. An imf study in 2016 suggested that the total could be over $600bn—equivalent to a 
quarter of all corporate tax collected globally. … … Having answered 52 calls for help in Africa, Asia, 
Latin America, the Caribbean and eastern Europe since 2015, the programme is set to reach 100 by 
2020.  … …  TIWB will need to evolve as it grows, not least because international corporate-tax rules 
are in flux. These are no longer up to the job.  “ 

And an excerpt: 

“The digital impasse has forced a rethink. After consulting the 127 countries in its “Inclusive 
Framework”, the oecd last month floated the idea of “reconsidering” transfer-pricing rules and 
“go[ing] beyond” the arm’s-length concept. This marks a shift, says Alex Cobham of Tax Justice 
Network, an ngo. America long defended the transfer-pricing status quo. But since its big domestic 
tax reform under President Donald Trump, it has shifted its position on the international rules. The 
final destination is unclear, but the direction is towards better alignment of where tax is levied with 
where economic activity takes place. That could mean greater taxing rights for “source” and 
“market” countries (ie, where firms produce things and the home of their customers and digital 
users); fewer taxing rights for countries where parent firms are domiciled, often rich ones; and less 
scope for profits to be booked in tax havens with flimsy justification, says Pascal Saint-Amans, 
the oecd’s tax chief. He is hoping for a global solution by the end of 2020. Mr Cobham believes 
“we’re closer now than ever before to the kind of open, global discussion of tax rules that could 
finally redress some of the glaring inequalities in the distribution of taxing rights that lower-
income countries face.” But better-off oecd countries are unlikely to cede their outsize rule-setting 
power and taxing rights without a fight. The situation is “unstable”, admits Mr Saint-Amans.” 

Devex - Opinion: Enabling the SDGs through disability 
inclusion 

Amina J Mohamed; https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-enabling-the-sdgs-through-disability-

inclusion-94288  

https://www.economist.com/finance-and-economics/2019/02/23/countries-are-seeking-help-to-deal-with-corporate-tax-avoidance
https://www.economist.com/finance-and-economics/2019/02/23/countries-are-seeking-help-to-deal-with-corporate-tax-avoidance
https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-enabling-the-sdgs-through-disability-inclusion-94288
https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-enabling-the-sdgs-through-disability-inclusion-94288
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“This year, the world will undertake its first cycle of review of the implementation of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development and its 17 Sustainable Development Goals. In September, 
member states will come together to evaluate overall progress and strike a chord for acceleration of 
efforts to achieve the SDGs. An evaluation of progress and plans for acceleration would be 
incomplete, if not impossible, without addressing effective inclusion of people with disabilities in SDG 
efforts. Unlike previous international development frameworks, the 2030 agenda and new 
frameworks on disaster-risk reduction, urban development, humanitarian action, and financing for 
development recognize disability as a cross-cutting issue, calling for inclusion of people with 
disabilities in their goals, targets, and actions….” 

“In December, the United Nations published its first ever  flagship report on disability and 
development. The report takes stock of how the SDGs have been implemented to date by, for, and 
with people with disabilities. The report found that people with disabilities remain at a disadvantage 
in terms of inclusive development in comparison to those without disabilities. Various countries, 
however, have succeeded in putting in place laws and programs to close existing gaps. These good 
practices can be scaled up with political commitment and adequate resources….” 

Guardian - Infant mortality in Venezuela has doubled during 
crisis, UN says 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/feb/27/infant-mortality-in-venezuela-has-

doubled-during-crisis-un-says-politicised-aid?CMP=twt_a-world_b-gdnworld  

“UN security council officials clash over ‘politicised’ aid to troubled country as peace-building chief 
warns of ‘grim realities’” 

“Infant mortality in Venezuela has soared by roughly 50% during the prolonged political crisis in the 
country. … … Briefing the UN security council, the UN’s political and peace building chief, Rosemary 
DiCarlo, depicted a devastating collapse in Venezuela’s health system.  … … Security council 
members clashed over the increasingly politicised humanitarian aid efforts to Venezuela, the 
government of which, led by Nicolás Maduro, is backed by China and Russia, and opposed by the US 
and a number of European and Latin American countries, who want Maduro to step down.” 

NCD Alliance partners with The George Institute for Global 
Health 

https://ncdalliance.org/news-events/news/ncd-alliance-partners-with-the-george-institute-for-

global-health?goal=0_1750ef6b4b-f29ae6d614-64397109  

“The NCD Alliance (NCDA) is pleased to announce the launch of a new partnership with The George 
Institute for Global Health. The partnership will foster dialogue and dissemination of research on 
evidence-based policy interventions to address noncommunicable diseases (NCDs), and promote 
knowledge sharing within the global health community.” 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/publication-disability-sdgs.html
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/feb/27/infant-mortality-in-venezuela-has-doubled-during-crisis-un-says-politicised-aid?CMP=twt_a-world_b-gdnworld
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/feb/27/infant-mortality-in-venezuela-has-doubled-during-crisis-un-says-politicised-aid?CMP=twt_a-world_b-gdnworld
https://www.theguardian.com/world/venezuela
https://www.theguardian.com/world/nicolas-maduro
https://ncdalliance.org/news-events/news/ncd-alliance-partners-with-the-george-institute-for-global-health?goal=0_1750ef6b4b-f29ae6d614-64397109
https://ncdalliance.org/news-events/news/ncd-alliance-partners-with-the-george-institute-for-global-health?goal=0_1750ef6b4b-f29ae6d614-64397109
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“… In light of the upcoming UN High-Level Meeting on Universal Health Coverage (UHC) scheduled 
for September 2019, this new collaboration between NCDA and The George Institute will aim to 
leverage opportunities for synergistic action around UHC by 2030. Specifically, it will emphasise 
harnessing women’s perspectives in the context of NCDs, promoting a life-course approach, and 
exploring cross-cutting methods to address NCD risk factors and associated conditions.” 

Devex - Burden of battling extremism calls for new 
multilateral fund, US task force says 

https://www.devex.com/news/burden-of-battling-extremism-calls-for-new-multilateral-fund-us-

task-force-says-94375  

News from the US: “A new multilateral fund should be created to finance country-led plans to 
prevent extremism in fragile states, a congressionally mandated task force has recommended in a 
new report. The Partnership Development Fund, possibly held at the World Bank, would be an 
international platform for donors and the private sector to concentrate their financial resources 
and coordinate programs focused on preventing extremism. The mechanism is needed because the 
United States says it cannot be held solely responsible for addressing the problem….” 

KFF -  The U.S. Government and Multilateral Global Health 
Engagement: 5 Key Facts 

KFF; 

Excellent overview. And as the authors rightly stress in Fact (5), the next two years will reveal much 
about U.S. commitment to multilateral health engagement.  

African Affairs - The politics of cholera, crisis and citizenship 
in urban Zimbabwe: ‘People were dying like flies’ 

S Chigudu; https://academic.oup.com/afraf/advance-article-

abstract/doi/10.1093/afraf/ady068/5292389?redirectedFrom=fulltext  

“Zimbabwe’s catastrophic cholera outbreak of 2008/09 resulted in an unprecedented 100,000 
cases and nearly 5,000 deaths. In the aftermath of the epidemic, questions of suffering and death 
and of rescue, relief, and rehabilitation have persisted in on-going processes of meaning-making 
through which people come to terms with the epidemic as a ‘man-made’ disaster. Based on extensive 
fieldwork, I examine the views of residents in Harare’s high-density townships that were epicentres 
of the disease. I argue that cholera was experienced by township residents as many crises at the 
same time. It was not only a public health crisis but also a political–economic crisis, a social crisis 
as well as a crisis of expectations, history and social identity. As such, I argue that the cholera 
outbreak was intensely generative of political subjectivities that reveal important shifts in the fraught 

https://www.devex.com/news/burden-of-battling-extremism-calls-for-new-multilateral-fund-us-task-force-says-94375
https://www.devex.com/news/burden-of-battling-extremism-calls-for-new-multilateral-fund-us-task-force-says-94375
https://www.kff.org/global-health-policy/issue-brief/the-u-s-government-and-multilateral-global-health-engagement-5-key-facts/?utm_campaign=KFF-2018-Daily-GHP-Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=70225859&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--eVCP9vvk-V36m2MiCCIoNBuYmWtSXBI8-gBUc9oFsfG7LzG4AQ-cpgxC3lkD_d_EbhjVUgYnzWUiBZVTRyk2kCMaNbMBeJmTeHEFL0WJkHRA_vh4&_hsmi=70225859
https://academic.oup.com/afraf/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/afraf/ady068/5292389?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/afraf/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/afraf/ady068/5292389?redirectedFrom=fulltext
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relations between state and society in Zimbabwe’s urban politics. Finally, I argue that the 
government’s perceived causal role in, and failure to respond to, the cholera outbreak occasioned 
intense public outrage among township residents, which speaks to a much deeper aspiration for 
substantive citizenship based on political rights, social recognition, and access to high-quality 
public services delivered by a robust, responsible state.” 

Devex - Donors in the dark on 'unprecedented' private sector 
critique 

V Chadwick; https://www.devex.com/news/donors-in-the-dark-on-unprecedented-private-sector-

critique-94295  

“Days before a crucial meeting, the OECD Development Assistance Committee failed to forward 
donors a high-level attack on the rules around how to measure private sector aid instruments.”  

Guardian - Trump nominates Canada envoy Kelly Knight 
Craft as US ambassador to the U 

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/feb/22/us-un-ambassador-kelly-knight-craft-trump-

pick  

“Trump chooses current US ambassador to Canada, whose husband is a billionaire coal magnate, 
after Heather Nauert’s withdrawal.”  No comment.  

HPW - Suzette Kox Named Secretary General Of International 
Generic And Biosimilar Medicines Association 

https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/suzette-kox-named-secretary-general-of-international-generic-

and-biosimilar-medicines-association/  

“The Geneva-based International Generic and Biosimilar medicines Association (IGBA) has named 
industry veteran Suzette Kox as secretary general. Her main role will be to coordinate the 
association’s efforts to expand its outreach. Kox has a long history of involvement in biosimilars, and 
came from several years in a senior role in the Biosimilar Medicines Group at Medicines for Europe, 
according to sources. In a press release, Kox mentioned universal health coverage, intellectual 
property rights, drug shortages and supply chain security as priorities.” 

https://www.devex.com/news/donors-in-the-dark-on-unprecedented-private-sector-critique-94295
https://www.devex.com/news/donors-in-the-dark-on-unprecedented-private-sector-critique-94295
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/feb/22/us-un-ambassador-kelly-knight-craft-trump-pick
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/feb/22/us-un-ambassador-kelly-knight-craft-trump-pick
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/suzette-kox-named-secretary-general-of-international-generic-and-biosimilar-medicines-association/
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/suzette-kox-named-secretary-general-of-international-generic-and-biosimilar-medicines-association/
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Guardian - Amnesty International leaders offer to resign over 
bullying culture 

Guardian; 

News from late last week. “Amnesty International’s seven-member senior leadership team has 
offered to resign after a damning report warned of a “toxic” working environment and widespread 
bullying. A letter, signed jointly by the human rights group’s leadership team, acknowledged 
mistakes had been made, adding that the seven senior leaders took shared responsibility for the 
“climate of tension and mistrust” across the organisation….” 

BMJ (Editorial) - Modern slavery: a global public health 
concern 

https://www.bmj.com/content/364/bmj.l838 

“Health professionals are well placed to identify and advocate for victims.” 

UHC 

CSEM (Civil Society Mechanism for UHC 2030 )- The Global 
Action Plan Civil Society Advisory Group 

https://mailchi.mp/efec3b335d62/announcing-the-global-action-plan-civil-society-advisory-group 

“The CSEM is happy to announce members of the recently convened advisory group of civil society 
and community representatives for focused work on the Global Action Plan for Healthy Lives and 
Wellbeing for All – Uniting to Accelerate Progress towards the Health-Related SDGs (GAP).  Following 
an open call and selection process led by a widely representative committee, eight diverse 
representatives came on board.”  Check out who they are.  

BMJ Editorial - Should palliative care be rebranded? 

K Boyd et al ; https://www.bmj.com/content/364/bmj.l881  

Their conclusion: “As the recent Astana declaration makes clear, palliative care is integral to the goal 
of universal health coverage. Instead of changing its name, we should work to change professional 
and public attitudes from at times negative to universally positive. In this way we can help ensure 
that vital services, expertise, and the principles of good palliative care are available to everyone….” 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/feb/22/amnesty-international-leaders-offer-to-resign-over-bullying-workplace-culture?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=4d422b8969-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_02_21_01_46&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-4d422b8969-865935
https://www.bmj.com/content/364/bmj.l838
https://mailchi.mp/efec3b335d62/announcing-the-global-action-plan-civil-society-advisory-group
https://www.bmj.com/content/364/bmj.l881


 

33 
 

Plos Med (Editorial) - The US Affordable Care Act: Reflections 
and directions at the close of a decade 

https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002752 

“In this month's Editorial, PLOS Medicine Academic Editor Zirui Song & his colleague Adrianna 
McIntyre discuss outcomes and possible futures for the United States Affordable Care Act as it 
nears the ten year mark.” 

JSA releases Manifesto for People’s Health Towards the 2019 
elections  

https://www.newsclick.in/jsa-releases-manifesto-peoples-health-towards-2019-

elections?fbclid=IwAR2V92hU9YHPC5GXzDgxEBCdVYDwxirlfoPO3CFe-dMXiSzd-Wws0V_yoNQ  

News from India, from the People’s Health Movement India: “The main demands are increasing the 
public expenditure on health to 3.5 per cent of the GDP in the short-term and absorbing the 
Ayushman Bharat health insurance scheme—based on the discredited ‘insurance model’—under a 
strengthened and well-funded public health system.”  

BMJ Open - What is the difference between comprehensive 
and selective primary health care? Evidence from a five-year 
longitudinal realist case study in South Australia 

Fran Baum, R Labonte, D Sanders et al; https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/7/4/e015271  

“Since the WHO’s Alma Ata Declaration on Primary Health Care (PHC) there has been debate about 
the advisability of adopting comprehensive or selective PHC. Proponents of the latter argue that a 
more selective approach will enable interim gains while proponents of a comprehensive approach 
argue that it is needed to address the underlying causes of ill health and improve health outcomes 
sustainably. This research is based on four case studies of government-funded and run PHC services 
in Adelaide, South Australia….” 

“The study demonstrates the difference between selective and comprehensive approaches to PHC 
in a rich country setting and is useful in informing debates on PHC especially in the context of the 
Sustainable Development Goals.” 

Science (Feature) - Sweating the small things 

L Roberts; http://science.sciencemag.org/content/363/6430/918  

https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002752
https://www.newsclick.in/jsa-releases-manifesto-peoples-health-towards-2019-elections?fbclid=IwAR2V92hU9YHPC5GXzDgxEBCdVYDwxirlfoPO3CFe-dMXiSzd-Wws0V_yoNQ
https://www.newsclick.in/jsa-releases-manifesto-peoples-health-towards-2019-elections?fbclid=IwAR2V92hU9YHPC5GXzDgxEBCdVYDwxirlfoPO3CFe-dMXiSzd-Wws0V_yoNQ
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/7/4/e015271
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/363/6430/918
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“An eclectic group of scientists is trying to build a health system piece by piece in Madagascar, one 
of the poorest countries in the world. They are working in a rugged, rural district, trying to 
strengthen all levels of health care at the same time, from rural clinics to the district hospital. The 
emphasis is on meticulous data gathering and rigorous analysis so the team can document what 
works, fix what doesn't, and create a model health system that could be scaled up to cover all of 
Madagascar and, perhaps, be adapted for other countries. So far, it seems to be paying off, with 
dramatic improvements in key population health indicators in the pilot area.” 

Planetary health 

Science Policy Forum - Natural climate solutions are not 
enough 

http://science.sciencemag.org/content/363/6430/933  

“Decarbonizing the economy must remain a critical priority.” 

“Stabilizing Earth's climate and limiting temperature increase to well below 2°C per the Paris 
Agreement requires a dramatic uptick in the rate of progress on reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions. Natural climate solutions (NCS) can be a substantial contributor, while also providing 
valuable cobenefits for people and ecosystems. Although analyses of NCS have some differences in 
the GHG fluxes they consider, all include emissions sources (such as deforestation, land-use change, 
and agricultural practices), emissions sinks (such as reforestation and restoring degraded lands), and 
non–carbon dioxide (CO2) agricultural emissions (such as methane from livestock). Some of us have 
contributed to among the most optimistic assessments of the potential of NCS, whereas others have 
been more pessimistic. But one thing on which we agree, and which technical literature generally 
acknowledges, is that the benefits of NCS do not decrease the imperative for mitigation from the 
energy and industrial sectors. Yet this point sometimes gets lost in public-facing conversations [for 
example, are forests “our best weapon for fighting carbon emissions” or, more realistically, just one 
“piece of the puzzle”? . Strategies for incorporating NCS with energy and industrial mitigation in 
the climate portfolio should not be “either/or” but “yes, and.”” 

Guardian “concrete” week 

https://www.theguardian.com/cities/series/guardian-concrete-week  

“This week Guardian Cities celebrates the aesthetic and social achievements of concrete, while 
investigating its innumerable harms, to learn what we can  do to bring about a less grey world…. … 
Concrete causes up to 8% of global CO2 emissions; if it were a country it would be the world's worst 
culprit after the US and China…. … In this series of articles, Concrete Week will analyse the impact of 
the material on our planet, and explore alternative options for the future.”  

Do start with this Longread: Concrete: the most destructive material on Earth.   

http://science.sciencemag.org/content/363/6430/933
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/series/guardian-concrete-week
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2019/feb/25/concrete-the-most-destructive-material-on-earth?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Kopi%C3%ABren_naar_klembord
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But you might also want to read: Concrete is tipping us into climate catastrophe. It's payback time  
Enter a ‘cement tax’. 

Check out also the future (hopefully) -  Ply in the sky: the new materials to take us beyond concrete   

Guardian - World's deepest waters becoming 'ultimate sink' 
for plastic waste 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/feb/27/worlds-deepest-waters-ultimate-sink-

plastic-waste 

“The world’s deepest ocean trenches are becoming “the ultimate sink” for plastic waste, according 
to a study that reveals contamination of animals even in these dark, remote regions of the planet. 
For the first time, scientists found microplastic ingestion by organisms in the Mariana trench and five 
other areas with a depth of more than 6,000 metres, prompting them to conclude “it is highly likely 
there are no marine ecosystems left that are not impacted by plastic pollution”. The paper, published 
in the Royal Society Open Science journal, highlights the threat posed by non-biodegradable 
substances in clothes, containers and packaging, which make their way from household bins via 
dump sites and rivers to the oceans, where they break up and sink to the floor….” 

Nature (News) - Clouds’ cooling effect could vanish in a 
warmer world 

Nature News; 

“Increasing CO2 in the atmosphere could disperse some of the planet’s most effective cooling 
systems: cloud banks. New climate simulations reveal a previously unknown interaction between 
clouds and greenhouse gases. If we fail to cut emissions, the effect could occur in about a century 
and contribute to 8 ºC of warming on top of what’s already expected. “If we do not reduce 
emissions, very large and difficult-to-reverse climate changes are possible,” says climate dynamicist 
Tapio Schneider.”  

See also Carbon Brief - Extreme CO2 levels could trigger clouds ‘tipping point’ and 8C of global 
warming.   

Scidev - Billions at risk from heat stress at home 

https://www.scidev.net/global/energy/news/billions-at-risk-from-heat-stress-at-home.html  

“Up to 4.1 billion people in global South are potentially exposed to heat stress at home. Need for 
affordable, efficient cooling solutions more pressing as global temperatures rise; Meeting the 
“cooling gap” is linked to several SDG targets.” 

https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2019/feb/25/concrete-is-tipping-us-into-climate-catastrophe-its-payback-time-cement-tax
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/feb/27/ply-sky-new-materials-take-beyond-concrete-carbon-dioxide
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/feb/27/worlds-deepest-waters-ultimate-sink-plastic-waste
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/feb/27/worlds-deepest-waters-ultimate-sink-plastic-waste
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-00685-x?utm_source=Nature+Briefing&utm_campaign=dd2837ac88-briefing-dy-20190226&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c9dfd39373-dd2837ac88-43362785
https://nature.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c6057c528fdc6f73fa196d9d&id=d59a2eee5d&e=80680fb6f1
https://nature.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c6057c528fdc6f73fa196d9d&id=d59a2eee5d&e=80680fb6f1
https://www.carbonbrief.org/extreme-co2-levels-could-trigger-clouds-tipping-point-and-8c-of-global-warming
https://www.carbonbrief.org/extreme-co2-levels-could-trigger-clouds-tipping-point-and-8c-of-global-warming
https://www.scidev.net/global/energy/news/billions-at-risk-from-heat-stress-at-home.html


 

36 
 

Based on new estimates in this paper - Improving the SDG energy poverty targets: Residential 
cooling needs in the Global South.  

Challenges Topical Collection - "The Emerging Concept of 
Planetary Health: Connecting People, Place, Purpose and 
Planet" 

https://www.mdpi.com/journal/challenges/special_issues/Planetary_Health?platform=hootsuite  

With a number of very interesting papers.   

“…This Special Issue focuses on understanding and improving the complex relationships between 
human health and planetary health, including how the eco-biological interactions in our living 
environments (including food systems, climate change and biodiversity and microbial ecology) impact 
well-being, together with the wider societal factors that govern these. They require a greater 
understanding of our psychological relationships with the Earth and its natural systems. Lack of 
experience in nature and emotional disconnection from the natural environment, especially in 
children, may undermine the goals of planetary health….” 

Check out, among others: 

More Than Idyll Speculation: Utopian Thinking for Planetary Health  

Clinical Ecology—Transforming 21st-Century Medicine with Planetary Health in Mind 

Planetary Health: A New Reality  (by Jonathan Salk) 

“… This paper presents the philosophies and perspectives of renown biophilosopher, Jonas Salk, 
who—after developing the first effective vaccine to prevent polio, one of the great achievements in 
public health—expanded his vision beyond the prevention of individual diseases to that of 
addressing the basic problems of humankind. This vision is very much in line with our current 
understanding of and approach to planetary health. In response to changing conditions, planetary 
limits, and evolutionary pressure, new values, new communities, and new modes of interacting will 
likely emerge and be integrated with developments in science, technology, economics, the arts, and 
international relations, resulting in our survival and enhanced health and well-being.” 

But we better hurry up with that : )  

Vox - Is lab-grown meat actually worse for the environment? 

https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/2019/2/22/18235189/lab-grown-meat-cultured-environment-

climate-change 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0378778818323958
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0378778818323958
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/challenges/special_issues/Planetary_Health?platform=hootsuite
https://www.mdpi.com/2078-1547/10/1/16
https://www.mdpi.com/2078-1547/10/1/15
https://www.mdpi.com/2078-1547/10/1/7
https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/2019/2/22/18235189/lab-grown-meat-cultured-environment-climate-change
https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/2019/2/22/18235189/lab-grown-meat-cultured-environment-climate-change
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“A new study raises uncomfortable questions.” “…  a new study suggests … …  that lab-grown meat 
could actually be worse for climate change. Published February 19 in the journal Frontiers for 
Sustainable Food Systems, the report argues that lab-grown meat, in the long run, may accelerate 
climate change more than regular beef does….” 

Still the conclusion of this in-depth analysis (of this study) is spot-on:  

“Lynch’s study only proves we can’t assume lab-grown meat will necessarily be better for the 
environment; the research doesn’t prove it will necessarily be worse. But his report isn’t the first to 
warn about cultured meat’s potential impact on our climate, and it won’t be the last. As more studies 
come out, consumers are likely to join academic researchers in calling for more transparency. Many 
of them won’t be content to reduce animal suffering if they fear they might be harming the 
environment in the process. Over the past decade, the clean meat movement has become 
associated with twin promises— saving animals and saving the planet. So, naturally, people now 
want both — and clean meat producers will have to adapt to meet that demand.” 

And a quick link: Scientists warn global warming could decimate fish supplies and fuel migration  

Infectious diseases & NTDs 

Plos Med - Constructing care cascades for active tuberculosis: 
A strategy for program monitoring and identifying gaps in 
quality of care 

R Subbaraman et al ; 
https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002754  

“The cascade of care is a model for evaluating patient retention across sequential stages of care 
required to achieve a successful treatment outcome. This approach was first used to evaluate HIV 
care and has since been applied to other diseases. The tuberculosis (TB) community has only 
recently started using care cascade analyses to quantify gaps in quality of care. In this article, we 
describe methods for estimating gaps (patient losses) and steps (patients retained) in the care 
cascade for active TB disease. We highlight approaches for overcoming challenges in constructing 
the TB care cascade, which include difficulties in estimating the population-level burden of disease 
and the diagnostic gap due to the limited sensitivity of TB diagnostic tests. We also describe potential 
uses of this model for evaluating the impact of interventions to improve case finding, diagnosis, 
linkage to care, retention in care, and post-treatment monitoring of TB patients.” 

Lancet Global Health (Comment) - The challenge of 
worldwide tuberculosis control: and then came diabetes 

A Amberbir; https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(19)30053-1/fulltext  

https://slate.com/technology/2015/09/in-vitro-meat-probably-wont-save-the-planet-yet.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2013/08/05/could-a-test-tube-burger-save-the-planet/?utm_term=.bb4f481e152c
http://news.trust.org/item/20190227184955-v8bt6/
https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002754
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(19)30053-1/fulltext
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“In The Lancet Global Health, Jean Jacques Noubiap and colleagues  describe the results of a 
systematic review and meta-analysis of data from 2·3 million patients with tuberculosis from 50 
countries….”   This is the accompanying Comment. 

Among others, “…The systematic review showed a very high prevalence of diabetes occurring among 
patients receiving treatment for tuberculosis in low-resource settings, including Africa. … “ 

All in all, findings “…suggest an increasing burden of diabetes among patients with tuberculosis. We 
do not know whether tuberculosis led to the increase in diabetes or whether diabetes led to 
tuberculosis in these cases. What we do know is that these two conditions occur together and that 
the rising prevalence of diabetes is threatening tuberculosis control, as HIV has done. … … The 
effect of diabetes on tuberculosis control is now clearer. We now need urgently to improve 
screening and treatment of diabetes among patients with tuberculosis. Given scarce human and 
financial resources, innovative models of care are required to mitigate the dual burden of diabetes 
and tuberculosis, including use of platforms developed for HIV infection…” 

WHO releases guidelines for malaria vector control 

WHO; 

“The Guidelines for malaria vector control provide a “one-stop shop” for all countries and partners 
working to implement effective malaria vector control measures. They cover the 2 core malaria 
vector control interventions – ITNs and IRS – as well as supplementary interventions, namely 
chemical and biological larvicides, and personal protection measures, such as the use of topical 
repellents. The guidelines consolidate more than 20 sets of WHO recommendations and good 
practice statements in one user-friendly format. They will be updated on an ongoing basis as new 
evidence is assessed by WHO….” 

WHO - New opportunities to prevent P. vivax malaria relapse 

https://www.who.int/malaria/news/2019/new-opportunities-to-prevent-vivax-malaria-relapse/en/  

WHO is forging a critical path to ensure access to and safe use of tafenoquine. … … WHO guidance 
around the use of tafenoquine for the treatment of P. vivax malaria will be developed in parallel 
with a review of G6PD point-of-care quantitative tests.    

Do check out why the latter tests are necessary - due to a safety challenge.  

Nature (Letter) - Exposing Anopheles mosquitoes to 
antimalarials blocks Plasmodium parasite transmission 

Exposing Anopheles mosquitoes to antimalarials blocks Plasmodium parasite transmission  

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(18)30487-X/fulltext
https://www.who.int/malaria/publications/atoz/9789241550499/en/?utm_campaign=KFF-2018-Daily-GHP-Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=70170035&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_f77mNMIG7aZtUrINPN6SJP4f6teXpRrk3cfUICQiov389Irm5IopNN0BHbibbcbiXwjpkMs46CdSqDQ37eeXV9XQMxsK5hPErWUrOdOd08WzfZ2U&_hsmi=70170035
https://www.who.int/malaria/news/2019/new-opportunities-to-prevent-vivax-malaria-relapse/en/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-019-0973-1?utm_source=STAT+Newsletters&utm_campaign=1c925f5d4b-MR_COPY_03&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8cab1d7961-1c925f5d4b-149563537
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“Bites of Anopheles mosquitoes transmit Plasmodium falciparum parasites that cause malaria, which 
kills hundreds of thousands of people every year. … … resistance to insecticides has become 
widespread in Anopheles populations, which has led to the threat of a global resurgence of malaria 
and makes the generation of effective tools for controlling this disease an urgent public health 
priority. Here we show that the development of P. falciparum can be rapidly and completely 
blocked when female Anopheles gambiae mosquitoes take up low concentrations of specific 
antimalarials from treated surfaces—conditions that simulate contact with a bed net. Mosquito 
exposure to atovaquone before, or shortly after, P. falciparum infection causes full parasite arrest 
in the midgut, and prevents transmission of infection….” 

Seems like a potential new way to curb the spread of malaria. 

See also Nature News - Battling disease by giving mosquitoes an antimalarial drug.   

UNAIDS (feature) - The disproportionate impact of HIV on 
women in western and central Africa 

http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2019/february/20190225_WCA_w

omen 

“Women are disproportionality affected by HIV, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa. However, in some 
countries the imbalance is severe. According to data collected in the Demographic and Health 
Surveys 2009–2017—a programme that collects and disseminates data on health and populations in 
developing countries—in the past decade HIV prevalence has been up to three times higher among 
20–29-year-old women than men in some of the countries with the highest HIV burden in western 
and central Africa: Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana…” 

HPW - Gavi Begins Major Typhoid Vaccination Campaign 
Against Outbreak In Zimbabwe 

https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/gavi-begins-major-typhoid-vaccination-campaign-against-

outbreak-in-zimbabwe/  

“Geneva-based Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance,  [today] announced the start of a major two-week 
campaign to vaccinate hundreds of thousands of people in Harare, Zimbabwe against typhoid, after 
an outbreak recurrence there. The campaign will be the first in Africa to use a new long-lasting 
typhoid vaccine that can be administered to young children. Nearly 2,000 cases of typhoid have 
been reported since a second wave of outbreak arose in September, Gavi said….” 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-00648-2
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2019/february/20190225_WCA_women
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2019/february/20190225_WCA_women
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/gavi-begins-major-typhoid-vaccination-campaign-against-outbreak-in-zimbabwe/
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/gavi-begins-major-typhoid-vaccination-campaign-against-outbreak-in-zimbabwe/
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Reuters - Japan scientists win backing for work on potential 
Nipah vaccine 

Reuters; 

“A global coalition set up to fight emerging epidemics has struck a $31 million deal with scientists at 
Japan’s University of Tokyo to speed up work on a vaccine against a brain-damaging disease caused 
by the Nipah virus. The Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) said the Tokyo 
University team would receive up to $31 million to advance the development and manufacturing of a 
shot for the bat-borne disease….” 

Plos NTDs (Policy Platform) – Strategy for a globally 
coordinated response to a priority neglected tropical 
disease: Snakebite envenoming 

Plos NTDs  

“David J. Williams and colleagues present a strategy for combating the health crisis of snakebite 
envenoming based on four key pillars: accessible and effective treatments, empowered and 
engaged communities, strong health systems, and a network for advocacy and resources.” 

“…Snakebite envenoming (SBE) affects as many as 2.7 million people every year, most of whom live 
in some of the world’s most remote, poorly developed, and politically marginalised tropical 
communities. With annual mortality of 81,000 to 138,000 and 400,000 surviving victims suffering 
permanent physical and psychological disabilities, SBE is a disease in urgent need of attention. …” 
Fortunately, that has been happening in recent years….  

“…In June 2018, WHO convened a Wellcome-hosted meeting of the SBE-Working Group to review a 
first draft of the road map document. … … The road map has been revised by the SBE-WG and will be 
shared with key stakeholders before it is published and officially launched in May 2019. “  In Geneva, 
of course.    

Check out what the road map involves. Among others, up to 3 million snakebite treatments annually, 
and stronger health systems.  

“The WHO-led strategy is the first global plan to minimize snakebite's huge health and socio-
economic cost. It aims to reduce the death and disability burden by 50 percent by 2030, through a 
comprehensive strategy that includes delivering up to three million effective snakebite treatments 
annually."…” 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-nipa-vaccine/japan-scientists-win-backing-for-work-on-potential-nipah-vaccine-idUSKCN1QE00L?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=818a660e0f-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_02_22_01_22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-818a660e0f-865935
https://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0007059&utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=818a660e0f-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_02_22_01_22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-818a660e0f-865935
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Lancet Infectious Diseases - Early transmission and case 
fatality of Ebola virus at the index site of the 2013–16 west 
African Ebola outbreak: a cross-sectional seroprevalence 
survey 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(18)30791-6/fulltext  

“New research has documented the beginnings of the west African #Ebola virus outbreak through 
visiting the index site in Guinea. Results suggest that Ebola was more widespread in this spillover 
population than previously recognized.” 

AMR 

The Conversation - Antibiotic resistance: public awareness 
campaigns might not work 

M Haensgen; https://theconversation.com/antibiotic-resistance-public-awareness-campaigns-
might-not-work-111926?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=twitterbutton  

“…The World Health Organisation (WHO) regards antimicrobial resistance as one of the top ten 
global threats to health. In response to this “superbug” crisis, governments have created an action 
plan that includes global awareness campaigns. However, our latest research suggests that this 
strategy may not work. In fact, it may even be counterproductive. 

“… For our study, we wanted to understand the role of education and awareness raising in non-
Western countries. To do this, we held half-day educational workshops across five villages 
in Thailand and Laos. The findings of our research challenge the conventional wisdom that 
awareness campaigns are one of the best tools to change the way people use medicine. 

They conclude: “One hundred and twenty-five countries are now carrying out drug resistance 
awareness campaigns. Before we congratulate ourselves on the global action, we need to evaluate 
their effectiveness and whether their side effects outweigh their benefits. If factors like poverty, 
insecure income or lack of access to healthcare prevent people from acting on good advice, then 
superbug education and awareness campaigns will prove costly, ineffective and insensitive to 
people’s lives. 

Lancet Infectious Diseases – Twitter to engage, educate, and 
advocate for global antibiotic stewardship and antimicrobial 
resistance 

D Goff, M Osterholm et al ; https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-
3099(19)30058-1/fulltext  

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(18)30791-6/fulltext
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Ebola?src=hash
https://theconversation.com/antibiotic-resistance-public-awareness-campaigns-might-not-work-111926?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=twitterbutton
https://theconversation.com/antibiotic-resistance-public-awareness-campaigns-might-not-work-111926?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=twitterbutton
https://www.who.int/emergencies/ten-threats-to-global-health-in-2019
https://www.who.int/antimicrobial-resistance/global-action-plan/en/
https://www.who.int/antimicrobial-resistance/global-action-plan/en/
https://amr-review.org/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41599-019-0226-9
https://www.mdpi.com/2079-6382/7/4/95
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/273128/9789241514422-eng.pdf?ua=1
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(19)30058-1/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(19)30058-1/fulltext
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“Twitter can serve as a conduit for global antimicrobial resistance education and engagement 
between health-care professionals, policymakers, and the general public alike. The 2018 World 
Antibiotic Awareness Week campaign used Twitter to tailor media messages about the Global Action 
Plan.  In a 2018 global analysis by Pew Research Center,  53% of respondants indicated they use 
social media like Twitter, with 46% visiting Twitter at least once per day….” 

Global Health Research & Policy - Probing popular and 
political discourse on antimicrobial resistance in China 

A Yi Yu, Steven Hoffman et al; https://ghrp.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s41256-019-0097-z  

“…As the largest antimicrobials producer and user in the world, China has a critical role to play in 
combatting AMR. By examining Chinese news articles and policy statements, we aim to provide an 
authentic understanding of public discourse in China on AMR….” 

Conclusions: “While the Chinese media actively educates the public on strategies for AMR 
prevention, certain news articles risk misleading readers by downplaying the hazards of domestic 
AMR issues. Further, although several national policies are geared towards combatting AMR, the 
government faces difficult challenges in overcoming public misconceptions regarding antimicrobial 
use. Records from the regional level should also be examined to further explore China’s public 
discourse on AMR.” 

BMJ Global Health – Estimating global trends in total and 
childhood antibiotic consumption, 2011-2015 

C Jackson et al ; https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/1/e001241  

« …We aimed to describe changes in global antibiotic consumption between 2011 and 2015….” 

“…As measured in standard units in sales data, the rate of increase in global antibiotic consumption 
may be slowing. However, the trends appear to differ between countries and drugs. In the absence 
of routine surveillance of antibiotic use in many countries, these data provide important indicators of 
trends in consumption which should be confirmed in national and local studies of prescribing.” 

NCDs 

BMJ Global Health - The costs of diabetes treatment in low- 
and middle-income countries: a systematic review 

C Moucheraux et al ; https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/1/e001258  

https://ghrp.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s41256-019-0097-z
https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/1/e001241
https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/1/e001258
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“The rising burden of diabetes in low- and middle-income countries may cause financial strain on 
individuals and health systems. This paper presents a systematic review of direct medical costs for 
diabetes (types 1 and 2) in low- and middle-income countries….” 

Lancet Comment - Securing a constituency-based approach 
for youth engagement in NCDs 

I Kataria et al ; https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30285-
5/fulltext  

“Non-communicable diseases (NCDs) accounted for more than 73% of the deaths globally in 2017—a 
23% increase from 2008. Of these, nearly 40% of deaths are premature with three-quarters of them 
associated with unhealthy behaviours initiated during adolescence and early adulthood. These young 
people are a key target population for NCD interventions. However, with more than 50% of the 
world’s population younger than 30 years, youth also represent a key stakeholder group and 
partner in the fight against NCDs….” 

“Last year declarations from the third UN High-Level Meeting on NCDs and the WHO Global 
Conference on Primary Health Care were missed opportunities to recognise the role of young people 
both as rightsholders and a crucial part of civil society…. …. If we are to truly leverage the potential of 
the global youth constituency, we must do so in a way that is self-organised and rights-based…. … To 
unite the efforts of youth-led groups, we propose the creation of a coalition of youth-led 
organisations working on NCDs and their risk factors. This coalition will be tasked with: 
strengthening formal mechanisms for young people to engage in the NCD agenda at a policy level; 
enhancing the engagement of a diverse range of youth actors; and building the capacity of the next 
generation to engage in the global advocacy space….” 

Lancet Neurology - Dispelling myths and legends about 
dementia 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laneur/article/PIIS1474-4422(19)30072-9/fulltext  

“Professor Craig Ritchie, Chair of the Psychiatry of Ageing at the University of Edinburgh, UK, was 
told to be controversial when introducing Alzheimer Scotland's winter lecture—and he didn't 
disappoint. “Dementia doesn't actually exist,” he told the audience at the City Halls & Old 
Fruitmarket venue in Glasgow, UK, on Dec 10, 2018, setting the tone for an evening to challenge 
preconceptions about neurological disorders….” Using the term ‘dementia’ is doing us harm,” Craig 
concluded. “Dementia is something that's made up in textbooks for medical students. We should 
abandon the word ‘dementia’ and instead talk about ‘brain disease’ like we do about heart disease, 
cancer, and diabetes. We need to get the brain back into neurodegenerative disease.” …    

Prof Karen Ritchie: “… Labelling Alzheimer's as a clinically silent disorder of midlife, adding that 
dementia—the dramatic loss of cognitive function—is a symptom of untreated Alzheimer's and not 
the disease itself, and that many brain autopsies show signs of Alzheimer's pathology despite those 
people not showing signs of dementia, demonstrating the two aren't synonymous. “The bottom line 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30285-5/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30285-5/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laneur/article/PIIS1474-4422(19)30072-9/fulltext
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is Alzheimer's disease is not dementia; dementia is a symptom that occurs in some people in 
undiagnosed Alzheimer's,” she said. … … Karen wants massive public health programmes, targeting 
all age groups, to reduce risk factors, in a similar way to cardio-vascular diseases. She pointed to: 
prevention being discussed in The Lancet's Dementia Commission; the Prevent Dementia Programme 
to identify the earliest stages of dementia; and the European Prevention of Alzheimer's Dementia 
(EPAD) consortium, which brings together universities and pharmaceutical companies.” 

So focus needs to be on prevention.  

Inside Philantropy – Who is tackling the world’s biggest 
overlooked health crisis?  

Inside Philantropy; 

A deeper look into the Wellcome Trust’s leadership on (global) mental health. Among others, the 
aim is to create a new “Super-Discipline” of Mental Health Science.  

NPR Goats & Soda - U.S. Soda Taxes Work, Studies Suggest — 
But Maybe Not As Well As Hoped 

NPR; 

Piece on some of the difficulties (American) cities have with their soda taxes. Focus here on studies 
in Berkeley & Philadelphia. 

“…there's new evidence suggesting that these taxes do work — although sometimes not as well as 
hoped….” 

“Berkeley was the first U.S. city to tax those drinks, making them more expensive, and Kris Madsen 
is leading a team of researchers that's trying to see how the tax is working.  "We saw a 52 percent 
decline in consumption over the first three years" since the tax went into effect, she says. "This has a 
huge impact."  Madsen's study was published online this week by the American Journal of Public 
Health….” 

“Anna Tuchman, at Northwestern University, is part of a group studying Philadelphia's soda tax. 
Philadelphia's tax is different from the one in Berkeley. It's bigger, and it also covers both beverages 
sweetened by sugar and drinks containing low-calorie sweeteners. This is partly because the goal of 
the tax is largely to raise more money for schools and playgrounds. Tuchman says that sales of those 
drinks in Philadelphia have dropped sharply, by 46 percent, since the tax went into effect. But 
there's a catch. "We find a very large increase in sales of soda and other taxed products at stores 
that are located zero to four miles outside the city," she says….” 
 
“…Soda tax advocates, meanwhile, say that there's a simple way to keep people from avoiding the 

https://www.insidephilanthropy.com/home/2019/2/25/who-is-tackling-the-worlds-biggest-overlooked-health-crisis?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=68b7fe3be8-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_02_26_01_50&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-68b7fe3be8-865935
https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2019/02/21/696709717/u-s-soda-taxes-work-studies-suggest-but-maybe-not-as-well-as-hoped?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=818a660e0f-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_02_22_01_22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-818a660e0f-865935
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2019.304971
https://www.kellogg.northwestern.edu/faculty/directory/tuchman_anna.aspx
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tax by going outside the city: Just pass a tax that covers an entire state — or maybe even a whole 
country….” 

WHO Bulletin - Commercial determinants of health and sport 
sponsorship 

R Ireland et al ; https://www.who.int/bulletin/online_first/18-220087.pdf?ua=1  

“… …  Here we summarize the literature on the marketing of harmful products through sport, 
highlighting the rapid expansion and increasing complexity of these systems. While the advertising 
and promotion of tobacco products in sport has largely disappeared over the last two decades, 
sponsorship by the alcohol, unhealthy food and sugar-sweetened beverages industries remains, 
raising concerns for those considering the potential impact on the public’s health. The sponsorship of 
sporting events such as the Olympic Games, the men’s FIFA World Cup and the men’s European 
Football Championships in 2016, has received some attention in recent years in the public health 
literature. Meanwhile, British football and the English Premier League have become global products 
that transnational companies are keen to associate with to promote their brands to international 
audiences. Despite its popularity worldwide, English Premier League and its marketing and 
sponsorship portfolio has received very little scrutiny from public health advocates. Here, we call for 
policy-makers and the public health community to discuss an approach to the advertising and 
sponsorship of sport which considers these public health concerns.” 

For some reason, the gambling industries only come up in the very last paragraph.  

And a tweet: “Coming soon: ahead of #WorldHearingDay , 3 March, @WHO will release the 
HearWHO App. An app that will allow you - for free - to test your hearing on a regular basis in an 
easy way #hearing”  

Sexual & Reproductive / maternal, neonatal & child 
health 

WHO publishes new estimates on congenital syphilis 

https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/congenital-syphilis-estimates/en/  

“New estimates published [today] show that there were more than half a million (around 661,000) 
total cases of congenital syphilis in 2016, resulting in over 200,000 stillbirths and neonatal 
deaths….” 

https://www.who.int/bulletin/online_first/18-220087.pdf?ua=1
https://twitter.com/hashtag/WorldHearingDay?src=hash
https://twitter.com/WHO
https://twitter.com/hashtag/hearing?src=hash
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/congenital-syphilis-estimates/en/
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Lancet – Association between interpregnancy interval and 
adverse birth outcomes in women with a previous stillbirth: 
an international cohort study 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)32266-9/fulltext  

Cfr the press release:  

“The Lancet: Conceiving within a year of stillbirth does not increase risks for next pregnancy 

Conceiving within a year of stillbirth is common and is not associated with increased risk of stillbirth, 
preterm birth, or small-for-gestational-age birth in the following pregnancy, compared with an 
interpregnancy interval of at least two years.  The results are from the first large-scale observational 
study to investigate the interval between stillbirth and subsequent pregnancy, including almost 
14,500 births in women from Australia, Finland and Norway who had a stillbirth in their previous 
pregnancy. The findings are published in The Lancet….” 
 
See also a Lancet Comment - Interpregnancy interval after stillbirth: modifiable, but does it matter?  

Vox - How the global gag rule undermines Ivanka Trump’s 
plan to empower women 

https://www.vox.com/world/2019/2/24/18220220/global-gag-rule-ivanka-trump-gender-equality-

abortion  

“A new White House initiative aims to economically uplift women in developing countries — but 
gender equality advocates see a big flaw.”  

“The president’s daughter and senior adviser is heading the Women’s Global Development and 
Prosperity Initiative, which seeks to economically empower women in foreign countries. The project 
is launching with funding from the US Agency for International Development and will eventually give 
up to $300 million to 10 US government agencies to help a projected 50 million women around the 
world become economically independent by 2025. … … But the biggest barrier to the initiative’s 
success might be another Trump administration policy: the global gag rule, a federal directive that 
prevents organizations abroad from receiving money from the US government if they discuss, let 
alone perform, abortions. Trump, as has every other Republican president since Reagan, reimposed 
the gag rule when he took office. He also broadened it to cover nearly all health care funding, rather 
than just family planning funding. Gender equality advocates are skeptical Trump’s initiative can be 
as effective as the White House says it will be if health is left out of the conversation, according to 
an analysis of the initiative by the Coalition for Women’s Economic Empowerment and Equality. 

… A recent report from Casale’s organization found that, across 97 countries, each additional child 
reduces a woman’s labor force participation by 5 to 10 percentage points. Unmet needs for 
contraception increase the rate of informal work, which actually endangers women’s working 
rights and makes them more vulnerable to unemployment if they become pregnant….” 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)32266-9/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)32430-9/fulltext
https://www.vox.com/world/2019/2/24/18220220/global-gag-rule-ivanka-trump-gender-equality-abortion
https://www.vox.com/world/2019/2/24/18220220/global-gag-rule-ivanka-trump-gender-equality-abortion
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wgdp/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wgdp/
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/1/26/14384260/global-gag-rule-trump-abortion-womens-health-global-health-world
https://www.icrw.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/CWEEE-Statement-and-Analysis-on-WGDP-final.pdf
https://www.icrw.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/ICRW_UAPQ3_PolicyBrief_v7_WebReady-Enabling-Womens-Economic-Empowerment.pdf
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Meanwhile, in the US the Trump administration blocked funds for Planned Parenthood and others 

over referrals.   

Bloomberg - Why Unmonitored Pill-Induced Abortions Are A 
Big Threat To Women’s Health In India 
 

Bloomberg; 

“Four out of five abortions in Gujarat, Bihar and Uttar Pradesh are induced using a drug or a 
combination of drugs, according to a new study. While this medical method of abortion has a 
success rate of 95 percent to 98 percent if administered properly and before nine weeks of gestation, 
the study found that the lack of medical supervision has resulted in a significant number of 
botched abortions in India.” 

 

Global Public Health - Adolescent demand for contraception 
and family planning services in low- and middle-income 
countries: A systematic review 

J Deitsch et al;  https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17441692.2019.1583264  

“An estimated 23 million adolescent girls age 15–19 in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs) 
have an unmet need for contraception. Despite the recognised importance of expanding access to 
appropriate methods of contraceptives for adolescents in LMICs, the evidence base on their total 
demand for contraception is limited, and there is no consensus on how to measure this important 
phenomenon. The aim of this study was to review the published literature in order to better 
understand the level of adolescent demand for contraception in LMICs and to explore what 
demand-related indicators are being measured….” 

WB Data blog - 5 things you didn't know you could do with 
the Gender Data Portal 

http://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/5-things-you-didnt-know-you-could-do-world-bank-gender-

data-portal?CID=HCP_TT_HCPChamp2018%20_EN_EXT 

Find out all you want to know about this WB data portal.  

Scidev.net - Critical birth drug mired in Nigeria 

Scidev.net; 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/22/health/trump-defunds-planned-parenthood.html?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=818a660e0f-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_02_22_01_22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-818a660e0f-865935
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/22/health/trump-defunds-planned-parenthood.html?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=818a660e0f-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_02_22_01_22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-818a660e0f-865935
https://www.bloombergquint.com/global-economics/why-unmonitored-pill-induced-abortions-are-a-big-threat-to-womens-health-in-india?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=818a660e0f-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_02_22_01_22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-818a660e0f-865935#gs.IuH6Y9Lx
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17441692.2019.1583264
http://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/5-things-you-didnt-know-you-could-do-world-bank-gender-data-portal?CID=HCP_TT_HCPChamp2018%20_EN_EXT
http://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/5-things-you-didnt-know-you-could-do-world-bank-gender-data-portal?CID=HCP_TT_HCPChamp2018%20_EN_EXT
https://www.scidev.net/global/medicine/feature/critical-birth-drug-mired-in-nigeria.html?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=4d422b8969-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_02_21_01_46&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-4d422b8969-865935
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“Excessive bleeding after birth kills 100,000 women every year; Trials show tranexamic acid can 
prevent a third of such deaths in Nigeria; But price inflation during the supply chain means most can’t 
afford it. “ 

WHO - Global standards for physical activity, sedentary 
screen time and sleep in early child care 

https://www.who.int/end-childhood-obesity/set-global-standards/en/  

“The World Health Organization (WHO) is developing a set of Global Standards for physical 
activity, sedentary behaviours such as sitting, and sleep for early childhood education and care 
(ECEC) settings. This is an invitation to participate in a survey and share with WHO your views on 
what should be included in the Global Standards”. Survey: fill in by 4 March.  

Access to medicines 

HPW - Médecins Sans Frontières On Drug Prices – You Can’t 
Negotiate Blindfolded 

https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/medecins-sans-frontieres-on-drug-prices-you-cant-negotiate-

blindfolded/  

“Katy Athersuch, Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) Senior Policy Advisor – Medical Innovation & 
Access, spoke to Health Policy Watch about the recent proposal by Italy’s Minister of Health, Giulia 
Grillo, for a World Health Assembly resolution on transparency in drug pricing (Health Policy Watch 
18 February). The far-reaching proposal asks countries to require disclosure by pharmaceutical 
companies of their R&D and, manufacturing costs, and public subsidies received, at the time a drug is 
registered. The resolution would also strengthen WHO’s role in global monitoring and assessment of 
available data on the costs and pricing of essential medicines. This is the first in a series of Q&As on 
the issue, looking towards April’s Fair Pricing Forum, where WHO member states will convene in 
South Africa, followed by the annual World Health Assembly in May.” 

India’s rotavirus vaccines are going global 

https://www.defeatdd.org/blog/indias-rotavirus-vaccines-are-going-global  

“In 2018, the rotavirus vaccine market made several leaps forward with not just one, but two 
additional vaccines receiving World Health Organization (WHO) prequalification, a stamp of approval 
that opens the door for global procurement of the vaccines through United Nations agencies and 
Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance. Previously, GlaxoSmithKline’s ROTARIX® and Merck’s RotaTeq® were the 
only two WHO-prequalified options, but 2018’s advancements brought the total to four. Both of the 

https://www.who.int/end-childhood-obesity/set-global-standards/en/
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/medecins-sans-frontieres-on-drug-prices-you-cant-negotiate-blindfolded/
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/medecins-sans-frontieres-on-drug-prices-you-cant-negotiate-blindfolded/
https://www.defeatdd.org/blog/indias-rotavirus-vaccines-are-going-global
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newly prequalified rotavirus vaccines are made in India: ROTAVAC®, manufactured by Bharat 
Biotech, and ROTASIIL®, manufactured by the Serum Institute of India. …” 

… While both are already in use in India’s Universal Immunization Programme, the WHO 
prequalification paved the way for their use in other countries—a major opportunity for increasing 
access in low- and middle-income countries that are most in need of protection from deadly rotavirus 
diarrhea. … In 2019, this opportunity is now in motion. Palestine became the first setting outside of 
India to use ROTAVAC in routine immunization after the Palestinian Ministry of Health (MOH) 
completed its transition from ROTARIX to ROTAVAC in October 2018. Several other countries—both 
Gavi and non-Gavi—are planning to introduce or switch to ROTAVAC or ROTASIIL in 2019 or 2020.” 

 

Human resources for health 

Human Resources for Health - Cambodia’s health 
professionals and the ASEAN Mutual Recognition 
Arrangements: registration, education and mobility 

K Meng-Hsi Law, V Te & P Hill; https://human-resources-

health.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12960-019-0349-5 

“From 2006, the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) has been developing Mutual 
Recognition Arrangements (MRAs) across key professions, including medicine, dentistry and 
nursing, that would facilitate the development of an ASEAN Economic Community, with shared 
regional standards and easier mobility of the workforce. This paper examines the interface between 
those agreements and the registration, professional education and mobility of health personnel in 
Cambodia….” 

Miscellaneous 

Yale News - New initiative will fund innovative solutions in 
health care 

Yale News; 

“Globalization, changing lifestyles, and urbanization have a significant impact on the health of 
communities in India and around the world. To address these growing health and social disparities, 
the Yale Institute for Global Health (YIGH) has partnered with The CoWrks Foundry and the RMZ 
Foundation to launch the Sustainable Health Initiative (SHI). SHI will leverage technology and local 
ingenuity by funding innovative start-ups to create social, health, and environmental impacts….” 

https://human-resources-health.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12960-019-0349-5
https://human-resources-health.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12960-019-0349-5
https://news.yale.edu/2019/02/25/new-initiative-will-fund-innovative-solutions-health-care?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=3db42251cf-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_02_25_01_32&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-3db42251cf-865935
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Al Jazeera - Has the decade-old war on drugs in Asia 
succeeded? 

C Stoicescu et al ; https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/war-drugs-asia-succeeded-

190218160811303.html  

“Data shows that brutal anti-drug policies have failed to curb drug trade and use across Asia.” 

“The war on drugs in Asia has been going on for over a decade now. From death penalties for drug 
offenders in China to the bloody security crackdown in the Philippines, which has claimed 27,000 lives 
so far, countries in the region continue fighting drugs with brutal measures. Next month the UN 
Commission on Narcotic Drugs will convene in Vienna to evaluate progress on countering the drug 
problem across the world. When officials sit down for discussions, they should not shy away from 
asking the tough questions.  Has the war on drugs moved Asia any closer to achieving the elusive 
drug-free society? Has it effectively eliminated or significantly reduced illicit drug markets? And has it 
advanced UN's overarching goals of advancing health, human rights, public security and sustainable 
development? Recent research shows that the answer to these three questions is a resounding no. 
In fact, data demonstrates that the war on drugs waged by countries across Asia has proven to be 
a devastating failure….” 

WB - The Safe Food Imperative : Accelerating Progress in 
Low- and Middle-Income Countries 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/30568  

“Food safety is vital for achieving many of the Sustainable Development Goals, including ending 
poverty and hunger and promoting health and well-being. Unsafe food can cause illness and death, 
and it keeps people from working and thriving. It undermines food and nutritional security, imposes 
costs on the food economy and public health system, and disrupts international trade. The global 
burden of foodborne disease falls disproportionately on children under age five and on the 
populations of low- and middle-income countries in Asia and Africa. Low- and middle-income 
countries are estimated, in aggregate, to experience a productivity loss of some US$95 billion per 
year as a result of unsafe food. The Safe Food Imperative argues that much of the health and 
economic burden of unsafe food can be avoided through preventive measures, investments, and 
behavioral changes adopted from farm to fork. It draws attention to policies and approaches that 
governments can use to invest wisely in food safety, to better leverage private initiatives, and to 
engage effectively with consumers. Both its analysis of food safety challenges and its 
recommendations for priority public and other stakeholder actions are differentiated for countries at 
different levels of economic development. …. ” 

Check out also a new WB Food Safety in Africa report from the WB’s Global Food Safety 
Partnership.  

Coverage of this report in NPR Goats & Soda -   A Fatal Public Health Problem In Africa That Flies 
Under The Radar  

https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/war-drugs-asia-succeeded-190218160811303.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/war-drugs-asia-succeeded-190218160811303.html
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/30568
https://www.gfsp.org/sites/gfsp/files/public/GFSP%20Report_Food%20Safety%20in%20Africa-web.pdf
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2019/02/21/696385246/a-fatal-public-health-problem-in-africa-that-flies-under-the-radar?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=68b7fe3be8-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_02_26_01_50&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-68b7fe3be8-865935
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2019/02/21/696385246/a-fatal-public-health-problem-in-africa-that-flies-under-the-radar?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=68b7fe3be8-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_02_26_01_50&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-68b7fe3be8-865935
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“ Africa as a continent continues to suffer from the world's highest per-capita rate of foodborne 
illnesses. A new report this month from the World Bank's Global Food Safety Partnership points to 
one reason why: Much of the funding for food safety efforts on the continent come from Western 
donors — and most of those efforts concentrate on safety standards for foods exported to other 
countries….” 

“According to the World Health Organization, foodborne hazards are responsible for 137,000 
deaths and 91 million acute illnesses in Africa every year — mostly affecting children under the age 
of 5. The risks include dangerous strains of bacteria like salmonella and E. coli, as well as tapeworm 
and other parasites, and naturally occuring toxins like cyanide. Public health experts are worried that 
little is being done to address the problem….” 

FT - Billionaires and food groups back food ingredient 
agritech start-up 

https://www.ft.com/content/f9244520-39b7-11e9-b72b-2c7f526ca5d0 

“Leading agricultural groups and a $1bn fund backed by billionaires including Jeff Bezos and Jack Ma 
as well as a leading hedge fund have invested $90m in a food ingredients start-up.” (gated) 

Guardian - Jeff Bezos: world's richest man finally tops list of 
biggest donors 

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2019/feb/26/jeff-bezos-philanthropy-donations-top-50 

“According to the latest Philanthropy 50 list, a ranking of America’s top 50 donors compiled by the 
Chronicle of Philanthropy, Bezos actually made more charitable donations than anyone else in the US 
last year, including philanthropists with comparable fortunes such as former New York mayor 
Michael Bloomberg and Microsoft’s Bill Gates. Bezos, who holds Amazon stock valued at about 
$137bn, contributed a total of $2bn to good causes in 2018 through his Bezos Day One Fund, a 
philanthropic vehicle founded by his soon-to-be ex-wife MacKenzie Bezos….” 

#sideshow.    

MHADRI newsletter – focusing on health & migration 

https://mailchi.mp/3315bd8cb9a0/mhadri-newsletter-179143  

Check out this new newsletter.  

https://www.ft.com/content/f9244520-39b7-11e9-b72b-2c7f526ca5d0
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2019/feb/26/jeff-bezos-philanthropy-donations-top-50
https://mailchi.mp/3315bd8cb9a0/mhadri-newsletter-179143
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Emerging Voices 

This week, the journey to the Dubai 2020 EV venture (and symposium) truly started, with the first 
EV governance web-ex meeting with the partly renewed team. As you recall, the EV governance 
team has three new members, so it was their first (virtual) meeting with the rest of the team. 

Research  

Global Public Health - Public health’s social contract: An 
obstacle in the advancement of effective HIV technologies 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17441692.2019.1585468  

“Evidence from the past 40 years of HIV technology development and implementation indicates that 
the public health social contract – with its expectations of patient/citizen compliance – has 
hampered global disease control efforts. Despite the availability of a wide array of effective 
technologies, including antiretroviral drugs as treatment and prevention, voluntary medical male 
circumcision procedures, and newly developed intravaginal ring products, new infections among 
adults globally have not decreased significantly. In this paper, I describe a historical trend of limiting 
access to effective biomedical technologies to those deemed most deserving and compliant given 
concerns of misuse (non-adherence), product repurposing (not using the product for purposes 
originally intended), and the incitement of autonomy (increasing the risk of public exposure to 
diseases given personal protection from a specific disease). Examining the expectations of good 
citizenship (compliance, adherence, appropriate product use, and continued risk reduction) as it 
relates to human-technology interactions, reveals a continuing narrative of initially restricting 
access to newer technologies perceived fragile or costly based on an assessment of patient/citizen 
worth. In this, the conventional public health social contract continues to be an obstacle in the 
advancements of technologies to effectively reduce the global burden of HIV.” 

Evidence-informed policymaking and policy innovation in a 
low-income country: does policy network structure matter? 

J Shearer, J Lavis et al; 

https://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/tpp/ep/2018/00000014/00000003/art00002;jsessionid=

9djr08qmgis9c.x-ic-live-03  

« The application of social network analysis to policy networks continues to grow, including the 
application of social network analysis tools and concepts in order to explain policy outcomes. Gaps in 
this field of study persist in terms of both policy issues studied, as well as types of polities or networks 
analysed. This study extends previous research on the role of network structure in shaping policy 
outcomes by analysing network structure's effect on the use of research evidence by three health 
policy networks in Burkina Faso, a low-income West African country, and the resulting 
innovativeness of the policies made. This comparative case study confirms certain hypotheses 

http://www.ev4gh.net/ev-2019-elections/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17441692.2019.1585468
https://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/tpp/ep/2018/00000014/00000003/art00002;jsessionid=9djr08qmgis9c.x-ic-live-03
https://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/tpp/ep/2018/00000014/00000003/art00002;jsessionid=9djr08qmgis9c.x-ic-live-03
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related to the effect of network closure and heterogeneity on evidence use and innovation; namely, 
that heterogeneous networks are more likely to be exposed to new ideas, and thus to use research 
evidence and adopt innovative policies. High levels of centralised control and power may support 
innovation when the new ideas are consistent with the dominant network paradigms; otherwise, 
new ideas may receive less traction. These findings confirm previous research and point to 
opportunities to shape networks to achieve innovation and policy change based on the best 
evidence. » 


