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IHP news 506  :    A relic of the MDG era 

( 25 January 2019)     

The weekly International Health Policies (IHP) newsletter is an initiative of the Health Policy unit at the 
Institute of Tropical Medicine in Antwerp, Belgium.  

Dear Colleagues, 

The global health year is now in full swing, with this week among others a focus on  WHO’s 144th 
Executive Board Meeting  (ongoing), a landmark report of the Global Commission on the Future of 
Work, the further rise of mental health ( in the workplace  and elsewhere) on the global health 
agenda (a very encouraging trend!),  the latest  G-Finder report, the February issue   of the Lancet 
Global Health, an update on Ebola’s DRC outbreak, a WHO report on  the health of refugees and 
economic migrants in the European region, …  and of course, Davos 2019 (ending today).   

As I explain elsewhere in more detail, Davos is a relic of the MDG era (and not just because Bono & 

Tony Blair are still around 😊). The summit and everything it stands for has never been very 
popular, for obvious reasons, but in our times “Davos” has become no less than a toxic brand in the 
eyes of most ordinary citizens, at least in the West. I’m afraid in the era of fake news, this is a Fact. 
The global health “elite” happily ignore this, and still clearly consider Davos a great place for 
networking and advocating for (mostly lofty) causes and/or their organizations’ work (and so the 
summit is still extensively covered in this newsletter). Somehow, we should find a way to combine 
some of the Alliances, Initiatives and Partnerships started in the MDG era that did and do vital work 
(Global Fund & GAVI for example), with finding a proper solution to the, in many ways justified anger 
and backlash of the masses against the neoliberal globalization of the past few decades. Like most of 
you, I do not think that solution will start in Davos, though. This (telling) picture (of the record 
number of private jets in nearby airfields) summed that up rather nicely. Having said that, I watched 
a couple of rather interesting global health related sessions online, for example on financial 
innovation for global health  or on mental health. It’s just that these conversations should no longer 
take place in Davos. The place epitomizes a system that has failed far too many people in the world, 
as well as the planet.  And the WEF’s “multistakeholderism” has turned out to be a lie, as it mainly 
favours one particular stakeholder, big corporations. 

Anyway, without much further ado, let’s get to the news & publications of this week. Do check out 
also the list of IHP correspondents of this year (2019), who will contribute to this newsletter, 
focusing either on their country or region.  

This week, Meggie Mwoka gives her take on Kenya’s journey to UHC.  

Enjoy your reading. 

Kristof Decoster 

https://www.who.int/news-room/events/executive-board-144th-session
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/executive-board-144th-session
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/future-of-work/brighter-future/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.who.int/news-room/commentaries/detail/mental-health-in-the-workplace
http://www.dsw.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/G-Finder2018_report_all.pdf
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current
https://www.bmj.com/content/364/bmj.l354
https://www.bmj.com/content/364/bmj.l354
https://kdecoster.blogspot.com/2019/01/davos-2019-global-health-garden-of-eden.html
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/jan/22/record-private-jet-flights-davos-leaders-climate-talk
https://www.weforum.org/events/world-economic-forum-annual-meeting/sessions/a-new-architecture-for-global-health
https://www.weforum.org/events/world-economic-forum-annual-meeting/sessions/a-new-architecture-for-global-health
https://www.devex.com/news/mental-health-in-the-spotlight-at-davos-94183
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/01/24/davos-has-learned-to-fake-populism/
http://www.internationalhealthpolicies.org/correspondents/
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Featured Article 

Health for All Kenyans by 2022: Are we going to be 
trailblazers like our long distance runners?   

Meggie Mwoka (Research Officer-Policy, African Population Health Research Centre & Kenyan 
correspondent for IHP ) 

By 2022, all persons in Kenya are expected to have access - as and when needed - to quality and 
essential health services through a single unified benefit package without the risk of financial 
hardship. This is in line with a directive made by the President of Kenya on 12 December 2017, 
whereby achieving Universal Health Coverage (UHC) by 2022, is one of the top development 
priorities for the country alongside food security, affordable housing, and manufacturing - together 
popularly known, as the “Big 4 Agenda”.  This has seen Kenya being lauded as a trailblazing regional 
leader by the WHO Director-General, Dr. Tedros Ghebreyesus during his recent visit to the country 
at the UHC pilot launch. This coincided with the WHO Global Management meeting on how WHO 
can achieve its ‘Triple Billion’ goal   ( of 1 billion more people benefitting from UHC; 1 billion more 
people better protected from health emergencies, and 1 billion more people enjoying better health 
and well-being). 

The current global momentum around UHC didn’t start with Dr. Tedros, as you know. UHC, at its 
best, can be a fundamental approach to the right to health but increasingly it’s also seen as a core 
factor in achieving economic progress and strengthening social and political stability. This is 
especially crucial in low and middle-income countries like Kenya whereby children, adolescents, and 
young people will be the key recipients of health gains.  

Achieving this will not be a “bed of roses”, however. Significant health system challenges remain, 
which need to be comprehensively addressed if health for all Kenyans is to be realized by 2022. 
Some of these you find below.  

Challenges to achieving UHC 

1. An underperforming health system 

Kenya is one of the countries listed by the WHO as having a critical shortage of health care workers, 
with only one doctor for every 10,000 people.  Growing disgruntlement by health workers about 
their workplace environment has led to frequent strikes, the longest being 100 days in 2016/17. 
Frequent stock outs due to weak supply chain management and inadequately equipped health 
facilities are more common than they should be. Funding levels for health have decreased from 6.4% 
of GDP in 2010 to 5.22% in 2015 while there has been a rise in out-of-pocket payments from 28.84% 
of current health expenditure in 2010 to 33.36% in 2015.  Poor quality of health service delivery is 
being showcased by an inability to perform basic infection prevention practices such as hand-
washing (shown to be performed in only 2% of cases when it is indicated). In addition, issues of 
medical errors and hospital-acquired infections have led to increased hospital expenditure and 
public mistrust of public health facilities - not exactly what you want on the journey towards UHC.  

http://www.president.go.ke/
http://www.president.go.ke/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/kenya-rolls-out-universal-health-coverage
https://www.afro.who.int/news/kenya-rolls-out-universal-health-coverage
https://www.afro.who.int/news/kenya-rolls-out-universal-health-coverage
https://www.who.int/gender-equity-rights/knowledge/anchoring-uhc/en/
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/361/6404/eaat9644/tab-pdf
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/361/6404/eaat9644/tab-pdf
https://www.who.int/workforcealliance/countries/57crisiscountries.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/03/kenya-doctors-strike-deal-government-170314084246054.html
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.XPD.CHEX.GD.ZS?locations=KE
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.XPD.CHEX.GD.ZS?locations=KE
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.XPD.OOPC.CH.ZS?locations=KE
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.XPD.OOPC.CH.ZS?locations=KE
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/fileadmin/Dateien/3_Downloads/P/Patientensicherheit/WS2-2017/3._WS2_Veillard_KePSIE_Brief_WorldBank_20Mar2017_Final.pdf
https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/fileadmin/Dateien/3_Downloads/P/Patientensicherheit/WS2-2017/3._WS2_Veillard_KePSIE_Brief_WorldBank_20Mar2017_Final.pdf
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These health system limitations further demonstrate the gaps that UHC reforms would need to fill, 
to ensure that the expansion of service coverage and financial risk protection is not undermined by 
shortcomings in the delivery and quality of care. 

2. Weak prioritization of Primary Health Care 

It’s fair to say that Kenya, like (too) many other countries, hasn’t focused enough on Primary Health 
Care (PHC) in the past.  Over the years, investment in specialized services and construction of new 
facilities got priority, leaving basic primary health care on the sidelines. This has only made it harder 
to reach the most marginalized, in most need of healthcare. Despite the efforts made, such as free 
maternity care and the abolition of user fees in primary health care facilities, challenges in 
governance, sustainable financing, and weak regulations have all impeded PHC (till now).  

 

Seizing the current momentum  

While acknowledging these challenges, a number of opportunities exist to turn this around, and the 
time is ripe to do exactly that. Recognizing the urgency to improve the health and well-being of 
millions of Kenyans, there is a need to take advantage of the: 

1. Strong political will 

Recognizing that UHC reforms are an inherently political process, the directive to achieve UHC by 
2022, by the President of Kenya is an opportune window for all relevant stakeholders to rally behind. 
After the launch of UHC in 4 pilot counties in December 2018, this year will be crucial to strengthen 
community participation and accountability and generate evidence to drive a stronger and more 
resilient health system, in preparation of the country roll-out phase scheduled for next year (2020).  

2. Renewed commitment to achieving PHC 

The Astana Declaration saw renewed commitment towards achieving Primary Health Care. The 
recognition of primary health care as the most efficient and cost-effective way to achieve UHC, as 
advocated by WHO, provides a driving force towards increasing efforts in this area during Kenya’s 
journey to UHC.  This has seen Kenya sign a deal with Cuban doctors in the hope of narrowing the 
human resources gap and strengthening PHC, the latter an area in which Cuba excels. Of course, this 
has led to a fair amount of contention (but let’s keep this perhaps for another blog). 

Furthermore, the increased attention towards formalization of community health workers (CHWs) as 
crucial members of the health workforce, is an opportunity to boost coverage and effectiveness of 
PHC. CHW programs have been shown to contribute to improved outcomes in child nutrition, 
maternal health, HIV and TB care. Strengthening the CHW system will thus be an important step on 
the journey towards UHC. 

3. Innovation and Technology 

Health innovation adds value in the form of improved effectiveness, efficiency, affordability, quality, 
sustainability and accountability in health systems. Kenya, a growing technology hub, has a platform 
to develop and strengthen technology needed to monitor and predict disease outbreaks, accelerate 
disease diagnosis and extend access to specialized medical knowledge among others.  

https://www.healthpolicyproject.com/pubs/400_KenyaUserFeesBaselineReportFINAL.pdf
https://www.healthpolicyproject.com/pubs/400_KenyaUserFeesBaselineReportFINAL.pdf
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(18)30264-0/fulltext
https://www.afro.who.int/news/kenya-rolls-out-universal-health-coverage
https://www.who.int/primary-health/conference-phc/declaration
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/universal-health-coverage-(uhc)
https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/article/2001281360/primary-health-care-best-bet-for-universal-health-coverage
http://www.health.go.ke/?p=4306
http://www.health.go.ke/?p=4306
http://1millionhealthworkers.org/
http://1millionhealthworkers.org/
https://www.who.int/topics/innovation/en/
https://www.who.int/topics/innovation/en/
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Kenya’s UHC journey has started and both the national and global community have high 
expectations. The private sector will also be involved in UHC implementation, among others 
promoting innovative products, processes and funding mechanisms, increasing access to services 
and improving equity and quality of services. Clear regulation of the different partnership models 
will therefore be necessary to avoid any conflicts of interest and ensure the interest is focused on 
improving the health and well-being of all Kenyans.  Last but not least, it will be key to ensure 
implementation takes a multi-sectoral and participatory governance for health approach, capitalizing 
on partnerships and addressing the broader determinants of health as these are all equally 
important to achieve UHC by 2022.  

Our long distance runners are well known all over the world. Likewise, let’s hope Kenya will indeed 
become a regional trailblazer, causing a UHC 'ripple effect' in the region in the years to come.     

 

Highlights of the week 

ILO - Landmark report of the Global Commission on the 
Future of Work: Work for a Brighter Future 

https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/future-of-work/publications/WCMS_662410/lang--en/index.htm  

“This landmark report by the ILO Global Commission on the Future of Work examines how to 
achieve a better future of work for all at a time of unprecedented change and exceptional 
challenges in the world of work. Co-chaired by South African President Cyril Ramaphosa and Swedish 
Prime Minister Stefan Löfven, the independent 27-member Commission includes leading global 
figures from business, trade unions, think tanks, government and non-governmental organizations. It 
was established by the International Labour Organization in 2017 as part of the ILO’s Future of Work 
Centenary Initiative. The Organization marks its centenary in 2019. Among the key issues considered 
by the Commission are new forms of work, the institutional ramifications of the changing nature of 
work, lifelong learning, greater inclusivity and gender equality, the measurement of work and 
human well-being, and the role of universal social protection in a stable and just future of work.” 

For some great coverage of this report, see: 

UN News - - ‘Countless opportunities’ for new people-centred workplace, but ‘decisive action’ 
critical 

“Unprecedented innovations in the world of work provide “countless opportunities” but unless 
they are embraced through action, inequality and uncertainty will only widen in the workplace, 
according to a landmark new International Labour Organization (ILO) report released on Tuesday. 
"Countless opportunities lie ahead to improve the quality of working lives, expand choice, close the 
gender gap, (and) reverse the damages wreaked by global inequality”, the Global Commission on the 
Future of Work report stresses. “Yet, none of this will happen by itself. Without decisive action we 
will be sleepwalking into a world that widens existing inequalities and uncertainties," the report 
continues. Outlining the challenges posed by new technology, demography and climate change, the 

http://www.health.go.ke/?p=5110
https://www.afro.who.int/news/kenya-rolls-out-universal-health-coverage
https://www.afro.who.int/news/kenya-rolls-out-universal-health-coverage
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/future-of-work/publications/WCMS_662410/lang--en/index.htm
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/01/1030992
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/01/1030992
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Global Commission calls for a collective, worldwide response to harness the shift for the good.  The 
report spells out that while artificial intelligence, automation and robotics will take jobs, these same 
technological advances, along with economic greening, have the potential to create employment for 
millions….” 

The Guardian - Robot era shouldn't mean end to workers' rights, says UN agency  

“World leaders have been urged by an influential United Nations agency to sign up to a universal 
labour guarantee to bolster fundamental workers’ rights, including adequate living wages and 
collective bargaining through trade unions….” 

And WHO’s take - The Global Commission on the Future of Work calls for fundamental changes in 
health at work  

“…These changes require placing health higher on the agenda of the world of work. … … Healthier 
and safer workplaces can prevent at least 1,2 million deaths every year, according to a 2018 WHO 
study… … “We share the interest of the Global Commission about the possible mental health 
effects of new technologies and work organization in the digital economy and we are eager to 
collaborate with ILO to develop recommendations for improving mental health at the workplace”, 
said Dr Dévora Kestel, WHO Director for Mental Health and Substance Abuse….” 

And see also WHO (D Kestel) – Mental Health in the Workplace: Going Global    

“…There is a growing recognition that the mental well-being of employees has a positive impact 
on organizational success as well as on employee health, professional fulfilment and quality of life. 
Excellent work has already been done to steer efforts in the right direction. The World Economic 
Forum convened experts from across the world of business, academia and mental health to develop a 
seven-step guide towards a mentally healthy organization, and the UK organization Time to Change 
is working with more than 800 employers to help change attitudes about mental health in the 
workplace. These are just two initiatives that show the growing attention being paid to the 
importance of mental health in many areas of life…. … What is missing, however, is global guidance 
to help organizations ensure that the programmes and interventions they introduce are based on 
the best-available evidence for the mental health of employees, guidance that can be used by 
organizations in countries of all income levels. This is where the World Health Organization comes 
in. In 2019, we plan to begin development of a guideline on mental health in the workplace, 
working closely with the Wellcome Trust, the International Labour Organization and organizations 
that have already accumulated vast experience in this area. …” 

Kent Buse’s global health calendar updated 

#GlobalHealth19  

Kent Buse curated this calendar, and after some finetuning it comprises now 3 parts.  It’s quite a 
resource, so check it out!  The frequent fliers among you might want to combine some of these 

events in one journey 😊.   

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2019/jan/22/ilo-workers-rights-robots-jobs-un-union?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.who.int/occupational_health/events/future-of-work-january-2019/en/
https://www.who.int/occupational_health/events/future-of-work-january-2019/en/
https://www.who.int/news-room/commentaries/detail/mental-health-in-the-workplace
https://twitter.com/hashtag/GlobalHealth19?src=hash
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Revamped Health Policy Watch Website 

https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/introducing-the-new-health-policy-watch-website/ 

Check out the revamped HPW website. 

And make sure you read this absolute must-read: Top Global Health Policy Issues – What To Watch 
In 2019 (by David Branigan) 

“When historians look back, will this year mark a turning point in global health? Certainly some of 
the big issues on the agenda in 2019 might suggest that we are at a crossroads. We can expect to 
see an intensification of the push for universal health coverage (UHC), culminating with a first-ever 
high-level United Nations meeting, and a shift away from disease-specific interventions towards 
more integrated approaches. Health Policy Watch spoke with a range of leading global health policy 
experts from the World Health Organization, NGOs, industry and foundations to get their take on the 
top issues, and here is what they said to watch for in 2019 in five priority areas. Universal Health 
Coverage; Primary Health Care; Health Systems Strengthening; Health Financing; Access to 
Medicines…. ” 

ReBuild (Briefs) - Systèmes de santé fragiles et affectés par 
les conflits: réduire la fracture linguistique - Fragile and 
conflict-affected health systems – bringing together the 
language divide 

Sophie Witter; http://www.internationalhealthpolicies.org/systemes-de-sante-fragiles-et-affectes-

par-les-conflits-reduire-la-fracture-linguistique/  

The ReBuild Consortium translated their briefs into French, as they realized “…many francophone 
countries – for example, in the Sahel – are facing similar challenges, including due to changes in 
climate, conflict, and demographic and economic pressures, but that the debate about what fragility 
or crisis may mean for health systems has been less developed there…”. Check them out.  

New G-Finder report 

https://www.policycuresresearch.org/g-finder-2018/  

“The G-FINDER project tracks and reports on global investments into research and development 
(R&D) for neglected diseases. G-FINDER is a uniquely informative data source, providing policy-
makers, donors, researchers and industry with an understanding of the landscape for neglected 
disease R&D, where funding gaps exist, and how their investments fit into the global picture…” 

“Some key stats: 

https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/introducing-the-new-health-policy-watch-website/
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/top-global-health-policy-issues-what-to-watch-in-2019/
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/top-global-health-policy-issues-what-to-watch-in-2019/
http://www.internationalhealthpolicies.org/systemes-de-sante-fragiles-et-affectes-par-les-conflits-reduire-la-fracture-linguistique/
http://www.internationalhealthpolicies.org/systemes-de-sante-fragiles-et-affectes-par-les-conflits-reduire-la-fracture-linguistique/
https://www.policycuresresearch.org/g-finder-2018/
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• Global funding for basic research and product development for neglected diseases in 2017 
was $3.566bn, the highest level ever recorded by the G-FINDER survey 

• HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis (TB) collectively received more than two thirds 
($2.496bn, 70%) of all global funding for neglected disease R&D in 2017 

• The public sector continued to be the most significant source of funding in 2017, providing 
almost two-thirds ($2.318bn, 65%) of the global total, increasing by $181m (up 8.5%). 

• The 50% increase from the European Commission was the result of a nearly seven-fold 
increase in its funding to the European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership 
(EDCTP2, up $47m, 571%). ;..” 

Coverage: 

Nature (News) - Neglected-disease research funding hits record high 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-00244-4  

“Advocacy and research efforts are paying off as new treatments get approved.” 

Excerpts: 

“Research funding for diseases that predominantly affect people living in poverty hit a record high 
in 2017, according to a report released on 23 January by Policy Cures Research, a global-health 
think tank in Sydney, Australia. At US$3.6 billion, investments into ‘neglected’ diseases were higher 
than in any year since 2007 (See ‘Neglected no more?’). …  

“…Still, the authors of the report, called the G-FINDER survey, say that total funding falls short of the 
desired $8 billion — an estimated annual target thought sufficient to cover the development of 
products that could reduce deaths and disabilities caused by dozens of neglected diseases. This figure 
could be achieved if high-income countries were to allot at least 0.01% of their gross domestic 
product to research into the health needs of low-income countries. Currently, only the United 
States and the United Kingdom even approach that goal set by the World Health 
Organization’s Global strategy and plan of action on public health, innovation and intellectual 
property. 

The biggest change in 2017 was that funders put more money into research on drugs, vaccines and 
other technologies that combat a range of diseases at once, including diagnostic platforms that 
detect various fever-causing viruses, and into core operations at development organizations, such as 
the Drugs for Neglected Diseases initiative (DNDi) in Geneva, Switzerland . Funders invested a total 
of $382 million into these activities — a 51% increase over 2016 that was largely driven by the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation in Seattle, Washington. … … Almost two-thirds of overall funding came 
from the public sector, which stepped up its support by $181 million over 2016 levels, thanks to 
increases from the UK government, the European Commission, Germany, India and South Africa. 
Meanwhile, funds from multinational pharmaceutical companies fell by 1.5% from 2016, and those 
from small and medium companies were down by 3.9%....” 

See also HPW -  G-Finder: R&D Investments Reach 10-Year Peak 

PS: G-Finder currently lacks info on the contributions from Russia and China. (see BBC news )  

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-00244-4
https://www.policycuresresearch.org/g-finder-2018/
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA71/A71_13-en.pdf
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/g-finder-rd-investments-reach-10-year-peak/
https://www.bbc.com/news/health-46951262?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=c9ba649f57-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_01_23_01_53&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-c9ba649f57-858767
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Migration & health 

Guardian - Western lifestyles pose risk to migrants' health, says WHO report 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2019/jan/21/who-report-migrants-refugees-health-western-

countries  

“Western culture and society pose more health risks to migrants and refugees than they do to host 
nations, according to a World Health Organization study. The first report on refugee and migrant 
health in the west by WHO Europe suggests new arrivals are at risk of falling ill while in transit to 
another country, but face further dangers when they arrive in a host nation because of unhealthy 
living conditions, poor diet and the obesity epidemic. The report on the health of refugees and 
migrants in the WHO European region says they do not transmit diseases or place a disproportionate 
burden on healthcare systems, and calls on countries to make decisions about providing services to 
migrants based on facts, rather than politics or prejudice….”   

See also UN News - Migrants and refugees face higher risk of developing ill-health, says UN report 
on displaced people in Europe  

“European authorities are “struggling” to meet the needs of irregular migrants and refugees who are 
wrongly accused of spreading sickness among host communities, the World Health Organization 
(WHO) said on Monday, at the launch of its first report on the subject.” 

Check out also a related Lancet Editorial today - Standing up for migration.  

“ …This new WHO Report and the recent Compact on Global Migration represent positive moves in 
an area of global health featuring some of the world's most maligned and at-risk populations. Too 
often, however, the voices of the migrants and refugees themselves are silenced in the 
conversation. Migrants and refugees clearly have vital contributions to make in the debate over their 
treatment and health, but, frustratingly, the dialogue surrounding them seems limited to those in 
positions of institutional power. We urge political leaders to privilege migrants as essential 
participants in the public conversation about their important contributions to the health of our 
societies.” 

WHO’s 144th  EB meeting  (24 Jan-2 Feb, Geneva) 

https://www.who.int/news-room/events/executive-board-144th-session  

http://apps.who.int/gb/e/e_eb144.html (meetings documents) 

After a  civil society pre-meeting     (23 Jan), the 144th EB meeting started yesterday.  

Some reads: 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2019/jan/21/who-report-migrants-refugees-health-western-countries
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2019/jan/21/who-report-migrants-refugees-health-western-countries
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/01/1030922
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/01/1030922
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30152-7/fulltext
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/executive-board-144th-session
http://apps.who.int/gb/e/e_eb144.html
http://g2h2.org/posts/event/january2019/
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Overview of the EB agenda  

IP-Watch - Special Report: Guide To This Week’s WHO Board Meeting 
– Budget, Medicines Access, Antimicrobial Resistance, NCDs, More 

http://www.ip-watch.org/2019/01/18/special-report-guide-next-weeks-board-meeting-budget-

medicines-access-antimicrobial-resistance-ncds/  

[gated, though…] “The World Health Organization Executive Board this month will consider an 8 
percent WHO budget increase for 2020-2021, discuss environment health risks, the high price of 
cancer drugs, and how to facilitate access to medicines and vaccines. Also on the agenda is the fight 
against antimicrobial resistance, rising noncommunicable diseases, and tuberculosis. In another area, 
the Board is also expected to discuss its pandemic influenza framework, in particular access to 
influenza viruses under the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and 
Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization to the Convention on Biological Diversity. 
The Board will further be asked to consider new entities seeking to enter into official relationships 
with the WHO, and those with whom relations should be discontinued.” 

HPW - WHO Executive Board Meeting: What Are The Hot Topics? 

https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/detailed-guide-to-this-weeks-who-executive-board-meeting/  

(must-read, detailed & not gated!)  

“The World Health Organization Executive Board is being asked this week to consider a steep budget 
increase to cover the ambitious new “Transformation Plan” of Director General Tedros Adhanom 
Gheyebresus, which aims to improve the health of at least 3 billion people by 2025. 

The 8 percent budget hike requested for 2020-2021 will be reviewed by the Board along with a 
range of critical policy issues when it meets for its 144th session from 24 January-1 February. Here’s 
what you need to know to follow the action. The Board, comprised of 34 representatives from key 
WHO member states, will also review a proposed new five-year WHO strategy for action on Health, 
Environment and Climate Change as well as a proposed roadmap for WHO to improve access to 
medicines and vaccines – all of which would subsequently go to the World Health Assembly in May 
for final approval. Finally, the Board will consider WHO plans for a high-level meeting on Universal 
Health Coverage, due to take place in September 2019 during the UN General Assembly; as well as 
hearing updates on  fight against antimicrobial resistance, tuberculosis, and rising 
noncommunicable diseases. Here is a brief rundown of the key issues on the agenda, with 
reference to the key reports and resolutions here. …” 

Policy & advocacy briefs 

Last week we already referred to the (overall) PHM background and commentary (77 p.) Check out 
also the WHO Tracker.   

We recommend: 

http://www.ip-watch.org/2019/01/18/special-report-guide-next-weeks-board-meeting-budget-medicines-access-antimicrobial-resistance-ncds/
http://www.ip-watch.org/2019/01/18/special-report-guide-next-weeks-board-meeting-budget-medicines-access-antimicrobial-resistance-ncds/
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/detailed-guide-to-this-weeks-who-executive-board-meeting/
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2019/01/24/default-calendar/144th-session-of-the-who-executive-board
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB144/B144_1(annotated)-en.pdf
http://apps.who.int/gb/e/e_eb144.html
https://www.ghwatch.org/sites/default/files/EB144_PHM-Analysis&Commentary_190114.pdf
https://who-track.phmovement.org/
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• PHM policy briefs    (28 pages): with a focus on UHC; Health, environment and climate 
change; Medicines, Vaccines & health products & Pandemic Influenza Preparedness 
Framework; Promoting the health of migrants and refugees; Engagement with non-state 
actors 
 

• NCD Alliance advocacy briefing  (8 p).   With the NCD Alliance advocacy priorities for EB 144. 

 

• Health workforce at the 144th Session of the Executive Board  (WHO) These are the HRH 

related items at the EB. 

Start of the EB meeting 

 

It’s fair to say that ahead of the meeting, 2 issues sparked a lot of commotion, somehow setting the 
scene for the start of the EB this year: allegations of racism, sexism & corruption (via anonymous 
mails); and WHO’s (already controversial) cancer report. And J L Ravelo (Devex) picked up a third 
one: civil society’s engagement with WHO.  

Some reads: 

Guardian - Senior WHO official accused of using Ebola cash to pay for 
girlfriend's flight 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/jan/18/senior-world-health-organization-

official-accused-of-using-ebola-cash-to-pay-for-girlfriends-flight-corruption-racism-sexism 

See also last week’s IHP issue. “Claims that a senior employee at the World Health Organization 
misused Ebola funds to fly his girlfriend to west Africa are among a tide of allegations under 
investigation by the agency. An internal inquiry has been launched by the WHO following a series of 
anonymous whistleblower emails that alleged widespread racism, sexism and misspending. The 
emails, sent to senior management last year, claimed there was systematic discrimination against 
African staff and that recruitment processes are corrupt. Whistleblowers have also alleged that staff 
misused money intended to fight the Ebola outbreaks in west Africa that began in 2013, as well as an 
outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo….” 

WHO almost immediately reacted with this statement - WHO statement on reports of alleged 
misconduct  

And a few tweets from Thursday, during Tedros’ opening speech to the EB meeting: 

“Dr Tedros has just announced that WHO have invited 2 independent oversight committees and 1 
external audit to investigate recent allegations of discrimination and misconduct #EB144” 

“In his speech, @DrTedros flags recent discussion on incidents of discrimination within @WHO 
#EB144 Report of internal investigations due soon, he says. (Room falls silent, participants pay 
attention).”  

https://www.ghwatch.org/sites/default/files/PHM%20EB%20144%20policy%20brief.pdf
https://ncdalliance.org/resources/ncd-alliance-advocacy-briefing-for-world-health-organization-144th-executive-board-2019-eb144
https://www.who.int/hrh/news/2019/hrh-at-eb144th/en/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/jan/18/senior-world-health-organization-official-accused-of-using-ebola-cash-to-pay-for-girlfriends-flight-corruption-racism-sexism
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/jan/18/senior-world-health-organization-official-accused-of-using-ebola-cash-to-pay-for-girlfriends-flight-corruption-racism-sexism
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/17-01-2019-who-statement-on-reports-of-alleged-misconduct
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/17-01-2019-who-statement-on-reports-of-alleged-misconduct
https://twitter.com/hashtag/EB144?src=hash
https://twitter.com/DrTedros
https://twitter.com/WHO
https://twitter.com/hashtag/EB144?src=hash
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IP-Watch - WHO Cancer Report Stirs Debate On Eve Of Board Meeting 

http://www.ip-watch.org/2019/01/23/cancer-report-stirs-debate-eve-board-meeting/ 

“As the World Health Organization Executive Board gathers tomorrow for its annual January 
meeting, health industry and advocacy groups have seized on a WHO report to be presented to the 
Board that finds high prices for cancer medicines are “impairing” governments’ ability to provide 
affordable treatments. One issue they may have in common is a desire for more transparency in 
analyses of prices. The full report, “Medicines, vaccines and health products; Cancer Medicines,” and 
more information on the WHO website is available here. 

A few quotes from experts:  

“James Love, director, Knowledge Ecology International, said today, “The WHO is asking good 
questions and providing useful and relevant data about cancer drug development. Criticism from the 
drug companies is expected, but when there are disputes over facts, we should have more 
transparency.” KEI has posted a summary of the report findings here.” 

Ellen ‘t Hoen, director of Medicines Law & Policy, in a blog   Cancer Drug Pricing on the World Health 
Organization’s Executive Board Agenda   noted that the WHO report follows the 2017 World Health 
Assembly resolution WHA70.12, which asked the WHO Secretariat: “to prepare a comprehensive 
technical report to the Executive Board at its 144th session that examines pricing approaches, 
including transparency, and their impact on availability and affordability of medicines for the 
prevention and treatment of cancer, including any evidence of the benefits or unintended negative 
consequences, as well as incentives for for investment in research and development on cancer and 
innovation of these measures, as well as the relationship between inputs throughout the value chain 
and price setting, financing gaps for research and development on cancer, and options that might 
enhance the affordability and accessibility of these medicines.” 

She stresses, “… High cancer drug pricing is a global crisis. But people in low and middle income 
countries are most affected.  … … But it looks like pharma already has the knives out. IFPMA 

director, Thomas Cueni, was quick to slam the report. In an interview with Politico he said that it 
“was based on deeply flawed assumptions of how the industry operates” and showed little appetite 
to take on the recommendations the report makes for the industry….” 

Devex - Discord looms over WHO board meeting 

J L Ravelo; https://www.devex.com/news/discord-looms-over-who-board-meeting-94185  

• “The World Health Organization is expected to confront two controversial issues during 
the executive board’s 144th session, opening Thursday, as stakeholders gather to discuss its 
reports on access to medicine, as well as proposals on its engagement with nonstate actors. 

As in previous years, member states are likely to spend considerable time on the issue of access to 
medicines, vaccines, and other health products. The source of discontent this time 
surrounds WHO’s draft roadmap on the issue for 2019-2023, and its report on cancer medicines. 

http://www.ip-watch.org/2019/01/23/cancer-report-stirs-debate-eve-board-meeting/
https://www.who.int/medicines/areas/access/Improving-affordability-effectiveness-of-cancer-medicines/en/
https://www.keionline.org/29578
https://medicineslawandpolicy.org/2019/01/cancer-drug-pricing-on-the-world-health-organizations-executive-board-agenda/
https://medicineslawandpolicy.org/2019/01/cancer-drug-pricing-on-the-world-health-organizations-executive-board-agenda/
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA70/A70_R12-en.pdf?ua=1
https://www.politico.eu/pro/global-pharma-lobby-boss-rejects-integrity-of-who-cancer-report/
https://www.devex.com/news/discord-looms-over-who-board-meeting-94185
https://www.devex.com/organizations/world-health-organization-who-30562
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB144/B144_17-en.pdf
http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB144/B144_18-en.pdf
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…The United Nations health agency is also planning to provide technical support to countries that 
“intend to make use of the provisions contained in TRIPS ... in order to promote access to 
pharmaceutical products. 

…Calls for transparency in reporting the costs of R&D is also one of the policy recommendations in 
WHO’s cancer medicines report 

 

• Another area receiving attention prior to the meetings is civil society’s engagement with 
WHO. While WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus has openly encouraged 
such engagement, there are mounting concerns that the current proposals on governance 
reform suggest otherwise. 

This includes, in particular, the proposed changes in the participation of nonstate actors in 
governing body meetings, such as the executive board sessions. The suggestions for nonstate actors 
to speak in clusters or constituencies and limiting the number of slots allotted for them to make 
interventions during the executive board meetings and the World Health Assembly have elicited 
concern….” 

Tedros’ opening speech at EB meeting 

https://www.who.int/dg/speeches/detail/opening-speech-at-the-144th-session-of-the-executive-
board  

As you know, good to read this speech in full. Still miss Margaret Chan’s ‘Book of Apocalypse’ 

rhetorical style 😊. But granted, as somebody pointed out on Twitter, Tedros’ art of ‘humanizing 
global health’ is also remarkable.  

Anyway, Tedros listed all the initiatives taken by WHO in 2018 (quite a list, as he rightly said), and 
also looked ahead to the year 2019 for WHO. Then he talked of a transformation of WHO 
comprising 4 (needed) shifts:  “Measurable impact; Relevance in all countries. Normative and 
technical excellence. Innovation, with a focus on digital health, which is the future of health care.” 
And then, he added: “what does transformation look like in practice? It consists of four main parts: 
a new strategy, new processes – 13 of them – a new operating model, and a new culture for 
WHO….”. He also specifically addressed the issue of integrity (given the media reports on racism & 
sexism ahead of the EB), and what he has been doing about it. 

See also HPW - WHO Director Lays Out Vision Of Transformation To ‘Agile’, Transparent Agency  

“World Health Organization Director General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus (Dr Tedros) today 
explained details of fundamental changes being set in motion at the UN agency, including greater 
impact, increased staff work and training at the country level, producing ‘world class’ work, more 
transparency, and digital health and innovation. In his opening remarks to the WHO Executive Board, 
he listed recent accomplishments and devoted significant attention to staffing issues at a time when 
unconfirmed reports of alleged misconduct have been circulating….” 

A few tweets perhaps: 

https://www.who.int/dg/speeches/detail/opening-speech-at-the-144th-session-of-the-executive-board
https://www.who.int/dg/speeches/detail/opening-speech-at-the-144th-session-of-the-executive-board
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/who-director-lays-out-vision-of-transformation-to-agile-transparent-agency/
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“"Reliance and relevance are different. Not all member states are reliant on WHO expertise but it's 
relevant everywhere and WHO will be working with *all* countries" says @DrTedros whilst 
addressing #EB144 on @WHO transformation in his opening address” 

“The @WHO must be relevant in all countries and that includes high-income countries argues 
@DrTedros at Executive Board”  

Other reads related to the WHO Board meeting 

 

• Related to the civil society meeting (pre-meeting) (on 23 Jan), you might want to read my 
colleague, Remco van de Pas’ analysis and call for a counterhegemonic narrative.  WHO and 
the financialisation of global health: It’s time for a counter-hegemonic narrative  

“…Rather than tinkering on the details and flaws of these financial proposals I reckon it would be 
better if progressive global health actors such as Oxfam and ourselves seek cooperation and action 
on crucial issues of wealth distribution, tax justice, global public goods and debunk the myth of 
endless economic growth. It is time to recapture the narrative, including on WHO’s “economic 
case” for health, and be part of a counter-hegemonic force that changes the paradigm of how 
public goods like health services and healthy environments are to be financed in times of severe 
ecological degradation. Let’s aim to build such a progressive alliance between environmental and 
social actors, within and beyond the health sector, within and beyond WHO….” 

• IP-Watch - India, Ecuador, Peru Bring TRIPS Flexibilities Into WHO Universal Health Coverage 

Discussions  

(gated) “Universal health coverage is a goal shared by all members of the World Health Organization. 
The ways to achieve that goal might however be based on different strategies. As members are 
working on a common resolution for the approval of the Executive Board of the organisation, and are 
contributing draft text, India brought up the intellectual property dimension by suggesting the text 
includes mention of the use of international trade rules flexibilities to protect public health.”  

• HPW - More Funds for Non-Communicable Diseases Needed Say WHO EB Members  

“A proposed request by World Health Organization Director General Tedros Adhanom 
Gheyebresus for an 8 percent budget hike for the 2020-2021 budget period received a rocky 
reception from leading member states at the WHO’s Executive Board meeting that began today. 
Gheyebresus has said that the budget hike is needed to reach the organization’s “Triple Billion” goal 
to expand universal health coverage, protect more people from emergencies and improve healthy 
lives – benefitting 3 billion people over the next five years. But the plan doesn’t appear to address a 
key emerging global health priority, non-communicable diseases, said a number of representatives 
from the 34 member states that make up the Executive Board body….” 

• IPW - WHO Director Tedros: Innovation, Digital Health A Major Pillar In WHO Transformation  

https://twitter.com/DrTedros
https://twitter.com/hashtag/EB144?src=hash
https://twitter.com/WHO
https://twitter.com/WHO
https://twitter.com/DrTedros
http://g2h2.org/posts/who-financing/
http://g2h2.org/posts/who-financing/
http://www.ip-watch.org/2019/01/24/india-ecuador-peru-bring-trips-flexibilities-universal-health-coverage-discussions/
http://www.ip-watch.org/2019/01/24/india-ecuador-peru-bring-trips-flexibilities-universal-health-coverage-discussions/
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/more-funds-for-non-communicable-diseases-needed-say-who-eb-members/
http://www.ip-watch.org/2019/01/24/director-tedros-innovation-digital-health-major-pillar-transformation/
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(gated) “The World Health Organization is significantly upgrading its focus on digital health and 
innovation as it moves into a new era, renovating literally every aspect of the organisation, the WHO 
director general told member states today.” 

Davos 2019 on “Globalization 4.0” 

As mentioned in the intro, although I consider Davos the ultimate symbol of a bygone era (even if 
this year’s theme was ‘Globalization 4.0’), there’s still a lot happening there. Below you find a digest 
of the reports, initiatives, issues & debates that caught our attention so far. In steno-style.  

First some general reports & analyses, then we’ll focus more on ‘global health’ @ Davos.   

Analysis & reports ahead of Davos 

 

Last week we already referred to the WEF’s annual Global Risks report.  From early this week then: 

• IMF’s  World Economic Outlook. Coverage in the Guardian: - IMF: no-deal Brexit and 
Chinese slump are biggest economic risks  

“Escalation of Trump’s trade war with China also a threat, says World Economic Outlook.” For 
global growth, that is. Naturally.  

• Oxfam report Public Good or Private Wealth? Universal health, education and other public 
services reduce the gap between rich and poor, and between women and men. Fairer 
taxation of the wealthiest can help pay for them.  

This report, published as usual at the start of the WEF, got worldwide attention. Must-read with 
some (very useful) killer stats.   

Read also this nice summary (and background) by Duncan Green on his blog - Davos is here again, 
so it’s time for Oxfam’s new report – here’s what it says  

Excerpt:  

“Davos kicks off this week (albeit without Donald Trump). This year’s report, Public Good or Private 
Wealth?, has the by now familiar ‘killer facts’ – the world’s 26 richest people now own the same 
wealth as the poorest half of the world – down from 43 in 2017; the 3.8 billion people who make up 
the poorest half of the world saw their wealth decline by 11 per cent last year while billionaires’ 
fortunes rose 12 per cent.  But this report feels different, more ambitious in some respects: It pulls 
together a number of zeitgeisty influences – Piketty + #Metoo + popular exasperation with tax 
dodgers, all with a strong social media vibe. … , and tries to develop a more joined up narrative – 
something like a manifesto for a feminist global welfare system to deliver the SDGs, captured in its 3 
over-arching recommendations: ‘1. Deliver universal free health care, education and other public 

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2019/jan/21/imf-brexit-trump-trade-war-china-world-economic-outlook
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2019/jan/21/imf-brexit-trump-trade-war-china-world-economic-outlook
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/public-good-or-private-wealth-universal-health-education-and-other-public-servi-620599
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/public-good-or-private-wealth-universal-health-education-and-other-public-servi-620599
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/public-good-or-private-wealth-universal-health-education-and-other-public-servi-620599
https://oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/davos-is-here-again-so-its-time-for-oxfams-new-report-heres-what-it-says/
https://oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/davos-is-here-again-so-its-time-for-oxfams-new-report-heres-what-it-says/
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services that also work for women and girls. … 2. Free up women’s time by easing the millions of 
unpaid hours they spend every day caring for their families and homes. … 3. End the under-
taxation of rich individuals and corporations. Tax wealth and capital at fairer levels. Stop the race 
to the bottom on personal income and corporate taxes. …”  

Coverage of the Oxfam report also in the Guardian - World's 26 richest people own as much as 

poorest 50%, says Oxfam  

• Devex - As Davos gathers, the development community struggles for attention  

Published ahead of Davos. “a preview of some of the issues that are emerging as priorities for the 
development community at Davos…” Among others, focus on: disability inclusion; technology 
(maximizing the benefits and minimizing the risks); investing in humanitarian relief; and there’s 
also a paragraph on global health’.  

On the latter, as already reported last week, Bill & Melinda set the scene: “The Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation will host a conversation in Davos on investing in global health, looking ahead to 
important financing events for Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance; the Global Polio Eradication Initiative; 
the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria; and the Global Financing Facility. “Over 
the next 18 months, all four of these are kind of a critical point where the level of distraction by 
domestic issues or issues that are confined to the rich world do make us somewhat concerned that 
the great success story here and the need to renew these resources may not get the attention it 
deserves,” Bill Gates said in a conference call with reporters this week. He will join leaders including 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus of the World Health Organization, Gavi Chair Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, 
and Peter Sands, executive director of the Global Fund, to make the case for renewed commitments 
for global health. Gates said the Gates Foundation has invested almost $10 billion in these global 
health funds, which represents $1 in every $5 it invests.” 

“Beyond global health financing (cfr Gates et al), a number of sessions and side events will also 
highlight how to harness the power of technology for global health” 

• Guardian pre-analysis - Davos 2019: do the global elite have the will to fix the world's 
problems?  

“…the political analyst and author Anand Giridharadas speaks for many critics when he calls Davos 
“a family reunion for the people who broke the world”. “ Other critical voices say ‘they’re just 
‘reorganizing the Titanic’.  

We happen to agree with Anand, but Gates called him ‘sort of a communist’ this week in Davos. 
Ahum. 

• Panic is on the agenda at Davos – but it’s too little too late 

Aditya Chakrabortty;  https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/jan/23/panic-davos-

inequality-global-elite  

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2019/jan/21/world-26-richest-people-own-as-much-as-poorest-50-per-cent-oxfam-report
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2019/jan/21/world-26-richest-people-own-as-much-as-poorest-50-per-cent-oxfam-report
https://www.devex.com/news/as-davos-gathers-the-development-community-struggles-for-attention-94145
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2019/jan/20/davos-2019-what-to-watch-for-at-the-world-economic-forum
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2019/jan/20/davos-2019-what-to-watch-for-at-the-world-economic-forum
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/jan/23/panic-davos-inequality-global-elite
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/jan/23/panic-davos-inequality-global-elite


 

16 
 

Excellent analysis by the Guardian columnist of the general mood in Davos.  “The results of the 
rampant inequality engineered by the global elite are finally catching up with them.” 

• Stat - Top names in health and medicine gather in Davos for World 

Economic Forum 

Stat News;   

As already mentioned in my intro, Davos still welcomes many global health bigwigs.  

And this piece gave a preview on what global health related sessions would be: “This year’s meeting 
features panels on progress in vaccine development, financial investment in global health, and the 
need for breakthroughs to treat Alzheimer’s disease. Global health experts will lead a panel on 
what needs to happen to confront new biological threats that haven’t yet been identified, dubbed 
Disease X. Several groups will also unveil new initiatives to address growing mental health 
challenges….” 

• WEF - These 13 charts show what the world really thinks about Globalization 4.0  

“The rise of populism, nationalism and protectionism are all associated with waning support for 
globalization, but a new poll for the World Economic Forum’s Annual Meeting 2019 shows high levels 
of support worldwide for international collaboration, immigration, and the personal benefits from 
globalization.”   There were some clear differences between continents though, for example with 
respect to social mobility and migration. 

Davos global health sessions & other global health news 

 

Financial innovation for Global Health 

https://www.weforum.org/events/world-economic-forum-annual-meeting/sessions/a-new-
architecture-for-global-health  

If you have the time, do re-watch this session. It’s well worth it, featuring Gates, Sands, Tedros, 

Nishtar and the Nigerian lady  with the rather difficult name 😊.  

Focus was on the replenishment of the 4 Big funds (with Gates very afraid of global health funding 
backsliding, in the current environment), but Tedros also made a case for PHC (as key towards UHC), 
aligning the work on SDG3 via the Global Action Plan; Nishtar mentioned what the 
(required/appropriate) NCD transformative shift would imply (in terms of financing and otherwise) 
(not a new Big NCD Fund), Sands called ‘taxes’ his favourite innovative financing (yes, you heard that 
right) (in line with Nishtar), and was rather skeptical about financial innovation (at least to attract 
more money). Tedros also stressed, rightly, that the biggest ‘disruptor’ is perhaps ‘political 
commitment’.   Anyway, do re-watch the session. 

https://www.statnews.com/2019/01/21/davos-2019-attendees/?utm_source=STAT+Newsletters&utm_campaign=1349fbec8c-MR_COPY_12&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8cab1d7961-1349fbec8c-149865409
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/01/these-13-charts-show-what-the-world-really-thinks-about-globalization-4-0/
https://www.weforum.org/events/world-economic-forum-annual-meeting/sessions/a-new-architecture-for-global-health
https://www.weforum.org/events/world-economic-forum-annual-meeting/sessions/a-new-architecture-for-global-health
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Guardian - Bono: western world turning its back on HIV fight 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/jan/23/bono-davos-hiv-aids-aid-spending-

global-health 

“The world is at risk of losing the battle against HIV due to a backlash against aid triggered by a 
sense that western governments need to solve problems in their own countries, the musician and 
development campaigner Bono has said.”  Speaking on a panel at the World Economic Forum in 
Davos, the U2 singer said populism in the rich north was the result of people being chewed up by 
capitalism.”    

Yes, Bono knows a thing or two about capitalism.  Well, at least he didn’t take a selfie with Bolsonaro 
(as Tony Blair did).  

Meanwhile, the Global Fund (and Peter Sands) announced, “ The @GlobalFund is calling on the 
private sector to #StepUpTheFight and mobilize at least US$1 billion to fight HIV, TB & malaria. 
Working together we can shape innovative solutions to maximise impact and #savelives.”  

See this GF press release - Global Fund Partnership Rallies the Private Sector to Step Up the Fight 
Against Epidemics.  

1 Billion by the private sector for the GF. Doesn’t sound like an awful lot.  

Devex - Mental health in the spotlight at Davos 

https://www.devex.com/news/mental-health-in-the-spotlight-at-davos-94183  

Must-read report.  Excerpts: 

“… Efforts to improve mental health in lower-income countries received a boost at Davos thanks to 
£200 million ($260 million) in new research funding and endorsements from high-profile speakers. 

The Wellcome Trust, a United Kingdom-based biomedical research charity, announced the new 
funding Wednesday, saying it aims to revolutionize global research into early intervention 
treatments for depression and anxiety among young people over the next five years. The news was 
welcomed by campaigners, who warn that mental health is an escalating global challenge, especially 
in low- and middle-income countries where numbers are rising fastest but services lag far behind.  

Mental health is responsible for 13 percent of the global burden of disease and WEF estimates it 
will cost the global economy $16 trillion by 2030 in lost productivity and healthcare costs. 
However, countries spend an average of less than 2 percent of their health budgets on mental 
health. Furthermore, less than 1 percent of global health aid — approximately $132 million a year 
— was directed to mental health between 1995-2015. 

Low-income countries need to be spending at least 5 percent of their health budgets on mental 
health and global aid needs to dedicate at least $1 billion a year by 2023, according to Elisha 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/jan/23/bono-davos-hiv-aids-aid-spending-global-health
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/jan/23/bono-davos-hiv-aids-aid-spending-global-health
https://www.theguardian.com/business/live/2019/jan/23/davos-2019-mental-health-prince-william-ardern-abe-merkel-qisham-live
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/blog/2019-01-24-global-fund-partnership-rallies-the-private-sector-to-step-up-the-fight-against-epidemics/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/blog/2019-01-24-global-fund-partnership-rallies-the-private-sector-to-step-up-the-fight-against-epidemics/
https://www.devex.com/news/mental-health-in-the-spotlight-at-davos-94183
https://www.devex.com/organizations/wellcome-trust-46514
https://wellcome.ac.uk/what-we-do/our-work/mental-health-transforming-research-and-treatments?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=referral-wellcome&utm_campaign=news
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Harvard_HE_GlobalEconomicBurdenNonCommunicableDiseases_2011.pdf
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0169384
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London, CEO of United for Global Mental Health, which aims to make 2019 a pivotal year with 
its #TimeToAct campaign. 

Other mental health sessions at Davos featured celebrities and world leaders including the U.K.’s 
Prince William and the Prime Minister of New Zealand, Jacinda Ardern. Speaking on Wednesday 
afternoon, Prince William, who has been campaigning around mental health in the U.K., called on 
world leaders to start tackling mental health now and said stigma was still a barrier to action.” 

Pandemics, multinationals, CEPI & “Disease X” 

Pandemics could cause $570 billion annual loss to global economy: WEF  

“Global businesses face huge risks from a new era of epidemics and pandemics that may cause an 
average annual economic loss of $ 570 billion to the global GDP, posing a threat similar to that 
from climate change, says a report. In the report on ‘Outbreak Readiness and Business Impact’, 
Geneva-based World Economic Forum (WEF) Friday said the number and kind of infectious disease 
outbreaks have increased significantly over the past 30 years. Since 2011, the world has seen nearly 
200 epidemic events per year, it noted. “Pandemics will be the cause of average annual economic 
losses of 0.7 per cent of global GDP — or $ 570 billion — a threat similar in scale to that estimated 
for climate change in the coming decades," the WEF said. It suggested companies operating globally 
should take action to mitigate threats posed by epidemics. The white paper, release by the WEF in 
collaboration with the Harvard Global Health Institute, said the business risk posed by a new era of 
epidemic risk can no longer be thought of exclusively in terms of rare but devastating events like 
global influenza pandemics…” 

CEPI press conference – World Economic Forum press conference: CEPI - Building a Global Coalition 
to End Epidemics  

“…This press conference visited the progress made and previewed the years ahead for CEPI to finance 
and coordinate the development of new vaccines to prevent and contain infectious disease 
epidemics….”   You can also re-watch it here. 

“CEPI celebrated the second anniversary of its founding at the World Economic Forum in Davos in 
2017… Since launch, CEPI has received more than $740m of funding from the governments of 
Australia, Belgium, Canada, Germany, Japan and Norway, as well as from the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, the Wellcome Trust and the European Commission. … CEPI has committed more than 
$270m in potential investment to nine partnerships that include academic and private sector R&D. 
These partnerships are developing 17 vaccine candidates against some of the world’s most 
dangerous infectious diseases, including Lassa fever, MERS and Nipah. Further partnerships will be 
announced this year.” 

And a link: UK joins global coalition searching for vaccines to keep the world safe from the spread of 
epidemics  the UK pledged 10 million pound to CEPI.  

 

And a tweet from Seth Berkley (GAVI), on Disease X, another session at the WEF:  

https://twitter.com/hashtag/TimeToAct?src=hash
https://www.weforum.org/events/world-economic-forum-annual-meeting/sessions/mental-health-matters-3c8decd8-c22d-42cb-acdf-445326d92225
https://www.weforum.org/events/world-economic-forum-annual-meeting/sessions/mental-health-matters-3c8decd8-c22d-42cb-acdf-445326d92225
https://www.livemint.com/Politics/4aV7dDWrGr3W4yzz0QK96I/Pandemics-could-cause-570-billion-annual-loss-to-global-eco.html
https://www.weforum.org/whitepapers/outbreak-readiness-and-business-impact-protecting-lives-and-livelihoods-across-the-global-economy
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/world-economic-forum-press-conference-cepi-building-a-global-coalition-to-end-epidemics/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/world-economic-forum-press-conference-cepi-building-a-global-coalition-to-end-epidemics/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/uk-joins-global-coalition-searching-for-vaccines-to-keep-the-world-safe-from-the-spread-of-epidemics/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/uk-joins-global-coalition-searching-for-vaccines-to-keep-the-world-safe-from-the-spread-of-epidemics/
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“Today at #wef19 we are discussing “disease X:” the possibility that an as yet unknown pathogen 
could cause the next pandemic. The number of new pathogens emerging has almost tripled from 
1940 to 2000 & the number of drug-resistant pathogens has increased five-fold.” 

AMR 

Guardian - Pharma firms to be incentivised to develop new superbug drugs 

https://www.theguardian.com/society/2019/jan/24/pharma-firms-to-be-incentivised-to-develop-

new-superbug-drugs?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

“The UK government is promising to incentivise pharmaceutical companies to develop “urgently 
needed” drugs to fight antimicrobial resistant (AMR) superbugs, with the health secretary warning 
“we are on the cusp of a world where a simple graze could be deadly”.”   Health secretary Matt 
Hancock announced the plans at the World Economic Forum in Davos, showing a strong UK 
commitment to continue its global leadership in tackling this growing threat.  

See also the UK Gov -  Antimicrobial resistance: UK launches 5-year action plan and 20-year vision 

Some other global health & development related sessions & news 

 

• UHC 2030 had a session to engage the private sector on UHC.  See also UHC2030 Private-
Sector Constituency 

• Project Syndicate - The Right Investments to Address the Human Capital Crisis  (by K 
Georgieva, interim boss of the World Bank – and of course, we hope she (and the WB) will 
continue the ‘Human Capital’ agenda of Jim Kim. …”)  

• Devex -  How collaborative philanthropy efforts are starting to learn from one another 

“The Rockefeller Foundation and the Mastercard Center for Inclusive Growth are committing $50 
million over five years in a collaborative philanthropy model they are asking other companies and 
philanthropies to join. The new initiative, called Data Science for Social Impact, was launched at the 
World Economic Forum Annual Meeting in Davos this week….” 

“…The growing trend of collaborative philanthropy brings donors together to build partnerships 
that aim to be greater than the sum of their parts. Initiatives such as Data Science for Social Impact 
can help a range of donors — foundations, ultra high net worth individuals, corporate funders or 
even bilateral and multilateral donors that may not typically partner with philanthropy — find ways 
to work together. Because this trend is still in its early days, the small but growing number of 
philanthropic collaboratives are finding opportunities to come together to share best practices.” 

• Guardian - David Attenborough tells Davos: The Garden of Eden is no more    

https://twitter.com/hashtag/wef19?src=hash
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2019/jan/24/pharma-firms-to-be-incentivised-to-develop-new-superbug-drugs?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2019/jan/24/pharma-firms-to-be-incentivised-to-develop-new-superbug-drugs?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/antimicrobial-resistance-uk-launches-5-year-action-plan-and-20-year-vision
https://www.weforum.org/projects/uhc2030-private-sector-constituency
https://www.weforum.org/projects/uhc2030-private-sector-constituency
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/world-bank-human-capital-investment-health-education-skills-by-kristalina-georgieva-2019-01
https://www.devex.com/news/how-collaborative-philanthropy-efforts-are-starting-to-learn-from-one-another-94187
https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2019/jan/21/david-attenborough-tells-davos-the-garden-of-eden-is-no-more?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
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“Sir David Attenborough has warned that “the Garden of Eden is no more”, as he urged political and 
business leaders from around the world to make a renewed push to tackle climate change before the 
damage is irreparable….” 

• Climate change News - Davos elite looks to ‘Globalisation 4.0’ to stem climate change  

“As CHN's Sara Stefanini wrote this week, Davos' grandees opened the conference by naming climate 
at the top of a list of risks facing the world. They outlined a new era of public-private partnerships - 
'Globalisation 4.0' - that hold the key to preventing climate breakdown.”  

• Open Democracy - Meet the corporations who sue governments to undermine progressive 
change  

https://www.opendemocracy.net/transformation/rosa-pavanelli/meet-corporations-who-sue-
governments-to-undermine-progressive-change  

“Campaigners dressed as wolves in suits invaded the streets of Davos to highlight the real face of 
private-sector influence.” 

“… many of the corporations involved in the WEF have consistently used Investor State Dispute 
Settlement (ISDS) - a set of rules within trade and investment treaties - to sue our governments, 
undermine progressive policy, win huge payouts from the public purse and prevent the urgent policy 
changes we need to address the world’s problems. Alarmingly the European Union is using this year’s 
Davos meeting to sell its ideas for making this even easier….” 

• UN News - Environment and health at increasing risk from growing weight of ‘e-waste’  

“Around 50 million tonnes of electronic waste, or e-waste, is being thrown away each year, 
according to a new joint United Nations report – which exceeds the combined weight of all the 
commercial airliners ever made, or alternatively, enough Eiffel Towers to fill the whole of Manhattan. 
To highlight the rising challenge posed by mountains of discarded electronics worldwide, seven UN 
entities came together to launch the report at the World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland, on 
Thursday, in a bid to offer some solutions to a behemoth-sized problem that is making the world 
sicker and adding to environmental degradation. The joint report, entitled, “A New Circular Vision 
for Electronics – Time for a Global Reboot”, calls for a new vision for e-waste based on the “circular 
economy” concept, whereby a regenerative system can minimize waste and energy leakage….” 

ODI report - New financing partnerships for humanitarian impact 

ODI;  

“The humanitarian system and its financing are under immense pressure from ongoing crises 
affecting over 200 million people in Syria, Yemen, South Sudan and beyond. While traditional 
donors – governments, foundations and private funders – are increasing their grant funding to 
traditional emergency responders such as the UN, Red Cross Movement and NGOs, the gap between 
needs and funding continues to grow – in 2018 only 58.5% of requested funding needs were 
covered. Beyond current reform efforts to make crisis funding faster, more consistent and more cost-
effective, there is a sense that we need to move from grant-making to using a wider range of 

https://www.climatechangenews.com/2019/01/21/davos-elite-looks-globalisation-4-0-stem-climate-change/
https://climatechangenews.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6316d25f7b68919349e54a251&id=6d23c0ec00&e=a4bd052316
https://www.opendemocracy.net/transformation/rosa-pavanelli/meet-corporations-who-sue-governments-to-undermine-progressive-change
https://www.opendemocracy.net/transformation/rosa-pavanelli/meet-corporations-who-sue-governments-to-undermine-progressive-change
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/01/1031242
https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/resource-documents/12581.pdf?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWlRNM05EZzFPVGt6Tm1ZeCIsInQiOiJXYUJQYnFIc0RDYXlsN0FYbGVvMXZIWUlHTWJhZWRqdVFHbHFUemlyTnd4M0tCOGl6czJmSlR2TklBRXp3eE5qdkRWOTExV3hoRHBsTGhrUHd2OWZza21XYnduSFh6cmxSUHBBSkEyVmRLa2FHRlVYR1dHMHhRK1AzQzRtcFNXOCJ9
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financial tools – and private finance has a part to play in new partnerships where grant funding 
can leverage investment finance. There is growing interest from the capital markets in investing in 
so-called ‘frontier markets’, where risks have traditionally been perceived as too high, as well as 
increased awareness of the need to incorporate a social return alongside a potentially reduced 
market return. … … New partnerships and financial instruments from across the philanthropic–
commercial spectrum could be used to address the challenges facing humanitarian financing. This 
has become known as innovative financing, or humanitarian investing. This report, written in 
partnership with Numbers for Good and supported by the IKEA Foundation, explores the 
opportunities for and limitations of innovative financing, and makes linked sets of 
recommendations regarding how to increase investment, and where to invest. “ 

PS: as mentioned by Devex, “ODI co-hosted a breakfast discussion on the potential of impact bonds 
and other blended finance instruments to fund work in fragile settings. Davos [was] also the venue 
for the official launch of a high-level group on humanitarian investing, co-chaired by WEF, the 
World Bank. “ 

Davos 2019: a Global Health 'Garden of Eden' no more, let alone a 
Planetary Health Garden of Eden 

Kristof Decoster; https://kdecoster.blogspot.com/2019/01/davos-2019-global-health-garden-of-
eden.html  

My own (outsider) view on Davos, written earlier this week, as Davos was kicking off. Among others, 
I checked out the corporate and other ‘Partners’ of the Forum. Quite a list. 

Foreign Policy – Davos Has Learned to Fake Populism 

S Richter et al; https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/01/24/davos-has-learned-to-fake-populism/  

Perhaps the smartest analysis I read so far on “Davos anno 2019”. Warmly recommended, this piece. 
Among others, on Klaus Schwab’s ‘position switch’, and how he, cunningly, distinguishes ‘globalism’ 
from ‘globalization’ nowadays.  

“The world’s most powerful economic elites are using anti-globalist rhetoric to help turbocharge 
globalization—and enrich themselves.” 

The challenge according to the authors? “Pursuing this triple challenge—advancing the 
accountability of large corporations, our own democracies, and global institutions—is, in the best 
sense of the word, the progressive solution to the challenges we face at the national and 
international level.” 

Ebola outbreak DRC 

For me the quote of the week came from dr Tedros in a panel debate in Davos. He said, when he 
went to the DRC to check the situation on the ground, that in spite of the very difficult situation, 
‘there’s hope in the eyes of the people’ (unlike in West-Africa, at the time, when it was fear).   

https://kdecoster.blogspot.com/2019/01/davos-2019-global-health-garden-of-eden.html
https://kdecoster.blogspot.com/2019/01/davos-2019-global-health-garden-of-eden.html
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/01/24/davos-has-learned-to-fake-populism/
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Still, the situation remains very tricky, with now over 700 cases.  And earlier this week, the largest 
single-day increase in the Democratic Republic of the Congo outbreak declared last August  (14 new 
cases, see Reuters).   

Some reads from this week: 

Stat News - A spot of good news in an Ebola crisis: Vaccine supplies are expected 

to last 

https://www.statnews.com/2019/01/22/some-needed-good-news-on-ebola-vaccine-supplies-are-

expected-to-last/ 

“There’s some good news related to an Ebola crisis that has offered very little up until now. The 
World Health Organization now predicts there are adequate supplies of an experimental Ebola 
vaccine to control the outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. “I believe we will have 
enough vaccine to stop this outbreak unless something very dramatic changes,” Dr. Peter Salama, 
WHO’s deputy director-general of emergency preparedness and response, told STAT. And while an 
ongoing clinical trial of the vaccine may not be complete for some time, preliminary analyses suggest 
it is working….” 

Meanwhile, AP reported, Merck to ship 120,000 more Ebola vaccine doses  

“Drugmaker Merck says it will ship another approximately 120,000 doses of an experimental Ebola 
vaccine to Congo by the end of next month amid the second deadliest outbreak in history. Associate 
Vice President Lydia Ogden told the World Economic Forum that the company is committed to having 
a ready stockpile of 300,000 doses and already has shipped 100,000 to the World Health 
Organization….” 

Nature - Where are the Ebola diagnostics from last time? 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-00212-

y?utm_source=twt_nnc&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=naturenews&sf206377878=1 

“Analysis reveals commercial tests for Ebola are too hard to come by in the current outbreak — 
sustain investment, urge Lieselotte Cnops, Kevin K. Ariën and colleagues.” (ITM) 

Vox - The Ebola outbreak in Eastern Congo is moving toward a major city. That’s 

not good 

J Belluz; https://www.vox.com/science-and-health/2019/1/18/18188199/drc-ebola-outbreak  

“Health officials this week are concerned that Ebola appears to be spreading in the direction of 
Goma, a major population center in DRC…. 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-ebola-congo/congo-records-one-day-record-for-confirmed-ebola-cases-idUSKCN1PH2CE?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=c9ba649f57-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_01_23_01_53&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-c9ba649f57-858767
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-ebola-congo/congo-records-one-day-record-for-confirmed-ebola-cases-idUSKCN1PH2CE?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=c9ba649f57-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_01_23_01_53&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-c9ba649f57-858767
https://www.statnews.com/2019/01/22/some-needed-good-news-on-ebola-vaccine-supplies-are-expected-to-last/
https://www.statnews.com/2019/01/22/some-needed-good-news-on-ebola-vaccine-supplies-are-expected-to-last/
https://www.apnews.com/e92f413c864240d1a6583a3cc8fa3ebd
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-00212-y?utm_source=twt_nnc&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=naturenews&sf206377878=1
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-00212-y?utm_source=twt_nnc&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=naturenews&sf206377878=1
https://www.vox.com/science-and-health/2019/1/18/18188199/drc-ebola-outbreak
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“…as Ebola expert Laurie Garrett wrote in Foreign Policy this week, Ebola in Goma could also trigger 
a rare global public health emergency declaration by WHO, escalating the severity of an already 
dangerous outbreak….”  

Guardian - Ebola cases in Congo expected to double amid fears outbreak could 

cross borders 

Guardian;  

News from late last week.  

“The number of Ebola cases recorded each day in the Democratic Republic of the Congo is expected 
to more than double, with concern mounting that uncertainty over how the virus is being 
transmitted could result in it spreading to neighbouring countries. On Thursday, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) reiterated its warningthat there is a very high risk of the outbreak spreading not 
only across DRC but also to Uganda, Rwanda and even South Sudan. The heightened danger of 
transmission is due to extensive travel between the affected areas….” 

NYT – Deadly Ebola Virus Is Found in Liberian Bat, Researchers Say 

Deadly Ebola virus is found in Liberian Bat, researchers say  

See also Science  “…Near the mouth of an abandoned mineshaft in Liberia, they caught a bat that 
was likely infected with Ebola Zaire. The researchers didn't isolate the virus itself but found about 
one-fifth of its genome in the animal; it's too early to tell whether it's exactly the same strain as the 
one that ravaged the region. … … The results have yet to be published; they were announced today 
by Tolbert Nyenswah, director of the National Public Health Institute of Liberia, at a press 
conference in Monrovia. The Liberian government and other PREDICT partners “felt that this was an 
important finding to bring to the public irrespective of a scientific publication,” says team member 
Simon Anthony, a virologist at Columbia University….” 

JAMA - Ebola and War in the Democratic Republic of Congo - Avoiding Failure and 

Thinking Ahead 

L Gostin et al; https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2717586  

“In this Viewpoint, Gostin and colleagues review recommendations developed by experts convened 
by Georgetown University on how the international community can respond to the 2018 Ebola 
outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) in the midst of active conflict and insecurity 
from armed rebels.” 

Lancet (Comment) – Ebola therapies: an unconventionally calculated risk 

M P Fallah et al ; https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30160-
6/fulltext  

https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/01/15/ebola-has-gotten-so-bad-its-normal/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/jan/18/ebola-cases-congo-expected-to-double-fears-outbreak-could-cross-borders-world-health-organization-drc?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment
https://www.theguardian.com/world/congo
https://www.who.int/csr/don/17-january-2019-ebola-drc/en/
https://www.who.int/csr/don/17-january-2019-ebola-drc/en/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/24/health/ebola-bat-liberia-epidemic.html
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2019/01/bat-species-may-be-source-ebola-epidemic-killed-more-11000-people-west-africa
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2717586
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30160-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30160-6/fulltext
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“… Ongoing transmission  has shown the difficulties of outbreak response in an area that is 
vulnerable to Ebola virus disease and that has violent conflict, food insecurity, and a lack of 
functional health infrastructure;  yet the response to ongoing transmission has also highlighted 
commitment among humanitarian and scientific actors to containing the virus. The actions taken by 
these groups have included administration of multiple novel therapies under a WHO protocol of 
Monitored Emergency Use of Unregistered and Investigational Interventions (MEURI)….” 

Lancet Editorial - At the turn of the tide: human rights and 
health in 2019 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30151-5/fulltext  

“A pattern of political turmoil, violence, and intolerance in all corners of the world, from Europe to 
Asia and the USA, is following a rise of populist leaders and authoritarian governments. Human 
rights are under autocratic threat. Once-influential rights defenders, such as the USA, have faded 
away, risking a void in the global defence of human rights. This gloomy reality is underscored in 
Human Rights Watch's World Report 2019, released Jan 17, which summarises key human rights 
issues in nearly 100 countries and territories worldwide. This year's annual report sends a clear 
message: that human rights violations propagated by autocratic leaders throughout 2018 continue 
to imperil the health of the world's most vulnerable populations….” 

“…But there are reasons for hope. Unlike previous annual reports, World Report 2019 paints a 
brighter picture of the future. In his introductory essay, Executive Director Kenneth Roth explains 
that, amid political chaos and despite mounting pessimism around rights abuses and attacks on 
democracy by populists on both the far left and far right, 2018 was a remarkable year for human 
rights. This is not because of growing authoritarian tendencies, but because of resistance to them. … 
This rise of resistance against the autocracy must not lose momentum in 2019….” 

Guardian Special report - Revealed: the free-market groups 
helping the tobacco industry 

https://www.theguardian.com/business/ng-interactive/2019/jan/23/free-market-thinktanks-

tobacco-industry   

 “More than 100 free-market thinktanks from North America to Europe and south Asia took 
positions helpful to the tobacco industry or donations, this Guardian investigation shows.” 

“Free-market thinktanks around the world provide a powerful voice of support to cigarette 
manufacturers in battles against tougher regulations, a Guardian investigation shows…. … The 
Guardian examined one of the largest networks of independent free-market thinktanks in the 
world, organized by Atlas Network, a not-for-profit based near Washington DC in Arlington, 
Virginia, which it says “connects a global network of more than 475 independent, civil society 
organizations in over 90 countries to the ideas needed to advance freedom”….” 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30151-5/fulltext
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2019
https://www.theguardian.com/business/ng-interactive/2019/jan/23/free-market-thinktanks-tobacco-industry
https://www.theguardian.com/business/ng-interactive/2019/jan/23/free-market-thinktanks-tobacco-industry
https://gu.com/p/axpf9#0/?atlas-network
https://twitter.com/AtlasNetwork?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
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See also How diplomatic missions became entangled with the tobacco industry  

“British high commission in Malaysia and US foreign aid organizations funded the Ideas thinktank as 
it argued against plain packaging and tobacco taxes.” 

Polio 

“To succeed by 2023”- Extraordinary joint statement to polio eradicators 

http://polioeradication.org/news-post/to-succeed-by-2023-extraordinary-joint-statement-to-polio-
eradicators/  

“As the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) enters its 31st year, the Chairs of the effort’s main 
global advisory bodies issue an extraordinary joint statement, urging all involved in the effort to 
excel in their roles.” 

“The authors are the chairs of the Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on immunization (SAGE), the 
Independent Monitoring Board, the Emergency Committee of the International Health Regulations 
(IHR) Regarding International Spread of Poliovirus and the Global Commission for the Certification of 
the Eradication of Poliomyelitis (GCC). The Endgame Plan through 2018 has brought the world to the 
brink of being polio-free.  A new Strategic Plan 2019-2023 aims to build on the lessons learned since 
2013….” 

Doomsday Clock 

Nature - Doomsday Clock stalls at two minutes to midnight ― but global threats 

increase 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-00274-

y?utm_source=twt_nnc&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=naturenews&sf206538043=1  

“Increased tensions between nuclear powers and inaction on climate change are the "new 
abnormal", says the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists.” 

Third Women’s March 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jan/18/womens-march-30-countries-set-to-take-part-in-

third-global-protest  

Last Saturday, women in more than 30 countries around the world gathered as part of the global 
Women’s March, to protest against violence against women and the impact of policies of austerity.  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jan/24/diplomatic-missions-tobacco-industry-ideas-thinktank
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/to-succeed-by-2023-extraordinary-joint-statement-to-polio-eradicators/
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/to-succeed-by-2023-extraordinary-joint-statement-to-polio-eradicators/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-00274-y?utm_source=twt_nnc&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=naturenews&sf206538043=1
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-00274-y?utm_source=twt_nnc&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=naturenews&sf206538043=1
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jan/18/womens-march-30-countries-set-to-take-part-in-third-global-protest
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jan/18/womens-march-30-countries-set-to-take-part-in-third-global-protest
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“Saturday mark[ed] the third anniversary of the first Women’s March in 2017, when as many as 6 
million people around the world gathered in protest at the election of Donald Trump as president of 
the United States.” … The global theme of the 2019 Women’s Wave was ending violence against 
women and girls.  

NIH – New fellowship program will support the next 
generation of African scientific leaders 

NIH;  

“Ten African scientists have been selected for training at the National Institutes of Health as part of a 
new fellowship program to build research capacity in African countries and develop ongoing 
scientific partnerships. NIH, the African Academy of Sciences, and the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation are collaborating to establish the African Postdoctoral Training Initiative…” 

They’ll spend 2 years training at NIH labs and then go back to their home institutions (where they’ll 
get another 2 years of support).  

Lancet Global Health – February issue 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current  

• Do start with the Editorial - Brazil enters the Bolsonaro zone  

•  

• But make sure you also read, at least, the following Comments related to new research in 
the Lancet Global Health:  

The impact of Xpert MTB/RIF—do we have a final answer?   (on this test for TB diagnosis) 

The role of pneumococcal conjugate vaccination in reducing pneumonia mortality (linked to a study 

in Brazil) 

• And this article: 

W Adisasmito et al - Indonesia and global health diplomacy: a focus on capacity building 

“… Previously, Indonesia was viewed as more state-centred in its approach to health. … evidence 
suggests that Indonesia is now stepping up as a regional leader in terms of engaging with wider 
global health stakeholders.. … Indonesia's growing interest in a more prominent role, however, 
needs to be accompanied with the necessary capacity in health diplomacy. …” 

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/jan/21/protests-around-world-show-solidarity-with-womens-march-on-washington
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/new-fellowship-program-will-support-next-generation-african-scientific-leaders?utm_source=STAT+Newsletters&utm_campaign=9a8ab887e1-MR_COPY_08&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8cab1d7961-9a8ab887e1-149563537
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(18)30493-5/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(18)30540-0/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(18)30524-2/fulltext
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Devex - Could DFID be absorbed by the UK foreign office? 

https://www.devex.com/news/could-dfid-be-absorbed-by-the-uk-foreign-office-94177  

“United Kingdom Member of Parliament Boris Johnson has once again called for the Department 
for International Development to be scrapped and rolled back into the Foreign & Commonwealth 
Office. … … In recent years, there have been a number of calls to remerge the departments. …” This 
analysis tries to find out whether the merger could indeed happen, and if it would be effective or 
risky.  

On the latter, an excerpt:  

“…Brexit may also be having an impact. “I think at some level, the Brexit question is raising some 
interest in how development can be used,” Nilima Gulrajani, senior research fellow at the London-
based think tank the Overseas Development Institute, said. There are different potential models 
for a merger, explained Gulrajani, who has researched past mergers in Australia, Canada, and 
Norway. First, there’s full-scale integration, where “even the development label or unit is lost.” 
Second, the development unit can be subsumed, but holds on to some sort of identity. And third, 
DFID could become a unit that doesn’t set policy, but simply implements it. In the U.K. context, the 
second option is most likely, Gulrajani believes….” 

Lancet (Comment) - Rwanda and revisionist history 

Agnes Binagwaho et al ; https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-
6736(19)30121-7/fulltext  

For what it’s worth, Agnes Binagwaho et al’s “review” of Laurie Garret's book review (Sept 15, 
2018, p 909) of “In Praise of Blood: The Crimes of the Rwandan Patriotic Front” by Judi Rever.  

“We were deeply saddened to read Laurie Garret's book review (Sept 15, 2018, p 909) of In Praise of 
Blood: The Crimes of the Rwandan Patriotic Front2 by Judi Rever. This book, and the accompanying 
Perspective, misrepresents or does not discuss certain facts about Rwanda's history. In particular, this 
revisionist account does not make any reference to documented plans of the Rwandan genocide 
against the Tutsis that were systematically implemented in phases starting in 1959….” 

They conclude: “…We cannot understand why The Lancet would publish such a piece. Would they 
review David Irving's Holocaust denial books? Genocide denial is a reprehensible act and these 
assertions impede reconciliation not only between victims and perpetrators but also in the wider 
Rwandan community.” 

Well… 

https://www.devex.com/news/could-dfid-be-absorbed-by-the-uk-foreign-office-94177
https://www.devex.com/organizations/department-for-international-development-dfid-44526
https://www.devex.com/organizations/department-for-international-development-dfid-44526
https://www.devex.com/organizations/foreign-and-commonwealth-office-of-the-united-kingdom-65671
https://www.devex.com/organizations/foreign-and-commonwealth-office-of-the-united-kingdom-65671
https://www.devex.com/news/dfid-and-fco-must-retain-separate-identities-says-dfid-minister-91173
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30121-7/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30121-7/fulltext
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Some key papers of the week 

Health Research Policy & Systems - What, why and how do health systems learn 

from one another? Insights from eight low- and middle-income country case 

studies 

Sophie Witter et al; https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-018-

0410-1  

« … This article examines policy transfer and evidence use linked to it in low- and middle-income 
settings. The objective was to inform international investments in improved learning across health 
systems. The article uses a comparative case study design, drawing on case studies conducted in 
Bangladesh, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, Ethiopia, Georgia, Nepal, Rwanda and Solomon Islands. …” 

« …The selected policies demonstrated a range of influences of externally imposed, co-produced and 
home-grown solutions on the development of initial policy ideas. Eventual uptake of policy was 
strongly driven in most settings by local political economic considerations. Policy development post-
adoption demonstrated some strong internal review, monitoring and sharing processes but there is a 
more contested view of the role of evaluation. In many cases, learning was facilitated by direct 
personal relationships with local development partner staff. While barriers and facilitators to 
evidence use included supply and demand factors, the most influential facilitators were incentives 
and capacity to use evidence. These findings emphasise the agency of local actors and the 
importance of developing national and sub-national institutions for gathering, filtering and 
sharing evidence. Developing demand for and capacity to use evidence appears more important 
than augmenting supply of evidence, although specific gaps in supply were identified. The findings 
also highlight the importance of the local political economy in setting parameters within which 
evidence is considered and the need for a conceptual framework for health system learning. » 

One of the reads of the week.  

Lancet Global Health (Comment) - National Commissions on High Quality Health 

Systems: activities, challenges, and future directions 

National Commissioners on High Quality Health Systems; 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(18)30528-X/fulltext  

Comment from the new Lancet Global Health (February) issue. 

“The Lancet Global Commission on High Quality Health Systems in the Sustainable Development Goal 
era (HQSS Commission) demonstrated that health care without quality is ineffective, wasteful, and 
hampers progress towards improved health outcomes. Although national governments recognise the 
need to invest in high-quality health systems, many existing national strategies are weak, 
fragmented, or poorly implemented. In order to foster more sustainable quality initiatives, it is 
important to examine the experiences that countries have faced on the path towards high quality 
health systems. Guided by the global HQSS Commission, the National Commissions on High Quality 
Health Systems (National Commissions) were established in 2017 in nine countries (Argentina, 
Ethiopia, Malawi, Mexico, Nepal, Philippines, Senegal, South Africa, and Tanzania) to organise 

https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-018-0410-1
https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-018-0410-1
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(18)30528-X/fulltext
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national work on quality, contribute to the overall findings of the HQSS Commission, and build 
capacity for quality measurement and analysis within countries (appendix). We identified common 
themes in the experiences reported by the various National Commissions in relation to activities, 
key accomplishments, challenges, and future directions. The findings highlighted key elements in 
delivering high-quality care, which will be useful for national-level policy making and cross-country 
learning….” 

HP&P - Factoring civil society actors into health policy processes in low- and 

middle-income countries: a review of research articles, 2007–16 

S L Smith; https://academic.oup.com/heapol/advance-article/doi/10.1093/heapol/czy109/5298545  

“Civil society actors have substantially increased their participation in global and national health 
policymaking processes since the 1970s. Civil society roles in shaping such significant global health 
milestones as the Doha Declaration on Intellectual Property Rights, the Framework Convention on 
Tobacco Control and the recently adopted United Nations Sustainable Development Goals are well 
documented, but knowledge of civil society actor influence on health policy processes in low- and 
middle-income countries remains fragmented. This study analyses 24 peer-reviewed research 
articles published between 2007 and 2016 to identify factors affecting civil society influence in the 
pre-implementation stages of the policy process….” 

“…The studies document several actor-centred and contextual factors that affect civil society actor 
power, commonly across stages of the policy process. Crucially, civil society actors were challenged 
to impact the process in countries that lacked participative norms and governing structures. When 
repressive conditions existed, regime changes and donors sometimes helped to open doors to 
participation. The power of civil society actors was enhanced when they joined strong epistemic 
networks and broader coalitions of stakeholders, were resourced, and framed issues in ways that 
resonated with national policies and political priorities….” 

Societade & Cultura - Did the learning agenda of the World Bank-administrated 

Health Results Innovation Trust Fund shape politicised evidence on 

performancebased financing? A documentary analysis 

L Gautier et al ; Research gate ;  

From December last year. “The World Bank, co-funded by Norway and the United Kingdom, created 
and managed an innovative financing mechanism, the Health Results Innovation Trust Fund (HRITF), 
to support performance-based financing (PBF) reforms in low- and middle-income countries. From its 
inception in late 2007, until the closing of fundraising in 2017, it has carried out a wide range of 
activities related to experimenting PBF. In conjunction with the World Bank, which positioned itself as 
a “learning organisation”, donors have pushed the HRITF towards developing a specific learning 
agenda for documenting the policy impact of PBF. This learning agenda has been primarily based on 
impact evaluations of PBF pilot programmes. As a new body took over the HRITF’s portfolio (Global 
Financial Facility), a documentary analysis of this learning agenda is timely.” 

https://academic.oup.com/heapol/advance-article/doi/10.1093/heapol/czy109/5298545
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/329725866_Did_the_learning_agenda_of_the_World_Bank-administrated_Health_Results_Innovation_Trust_Fund_shape_politicised_evidence_on_performance-based_financing_A_documentary_analysis
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Globalization & Health - Health sector fragmentation: three examples from Sierra 

Leone 

A Barr et al; https://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-018-0447-5  

“Fragmentation across governance structures, funding, and external actor engagement in Sierra 
Leone continues to challenge the efficiency and coherence of health sector activities and impedes 
sustained health system strengthening. Three examples are discussed to highlight the extent, causes, 
and impacts of health sector fragmentation in Sierra Leone: the community health worker 
programme, national medical supply chain, and service level agreements….” 

JMR - The Most Influential Medical Journals According to Wikipedia: Quantitative 

Analysis 

D Jemielniak et al ; https://www.jmir.org/2019/1/e11429/  

“Wikipedia, the multilingual encyclopedia, was founded in 2001 and is the world’s largest and most 
visited online general reference website. It is widely used by health care professionals and students. 
The inclusion of journal articles in Wikipedia is of scholarly interest, but the time taken for a journal 
article to be included in Wikipedia, from the moment of its publication to its incorporation into 
Wikipedia, is unclear. We aimed to determine the ranking of the most cited journals by their 
representation in the English-language medical pages of Wikipedia.  … 

“…The Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews was the most cited journal by Wikipedia, 
followed by The New England Journal of Medicine and The Lancet. The multidisciplinary 
journals Nature, Science, and the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences were among the 
top 10 journals with the highest Wikipedia medical article citations. For the top biomedical journal 
papers cited in Wikipedia's medical pages in 2016-2017, it took about 90 days (3 months) for the 
citation to be used in Wikipedia….” 

 

Key blogs & (news) articles of the week 

Dear Editor (An Authors' Wish List to Medical Journal Editors) 

M Pai; https://naturemicrobiologycommunity.nature.com/users/20892-madhukar-pai/posts/43103-

dear-editor  

A crowd-sourced wish list from authors to medical journal editors.  

Global leadership deficit leaves development goals in doldrums 

http://news.trust.org/item/20190117222152-y4n47/  

https://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-018-0447-5
https://www.jmir.org/2019/1/e11429/
https://naturemicrobiologycommunity.nature.com/users/20892-madhukar-pai/posts/43103-dear-editor
https://naturemicrobiologycommunity.nature.com/users/20892-madhukar-pai/posts/43103-dear-editor
http://news.trust.org/item/20190117222152-y4n47/
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“The world has made far too little progress on the global goals governments agreed in 2015 to end 
poverty and hunger and tackle climate change, with a rising tide of nationalism acting as a 
wrecking ball, architects of the goals said on Thursday. Helen Clark, a former New Zealand prime 
minister who headed the United Nations Development Programme from 2009-2017, said the foot-
dragging on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) - due to be met by 2030 - "has gone under 
the radar". "There has been ... a lot of lip service but not enough action," she told the Thomson 
Reuters Foundation on the sidelines of a debate on how to meet the 17 global goals, hosted by the 
Spanish government. For example, the number of hungry people in the world has gone up three years 
in a row after falling, which Clark said was "undoubtedly related to climate change and 
displacement". And on current estimates, 6 percent of the global population - or close to half a billion 
people - would still be living in extreme poverty by 2030, she said. Changes in the world's political 
landscape have also made the 2030 goals more elusive….” 

See also Devex - Global agendas set to fail unless something changes: Helen Clark.  

Devex - 3 key development finance trends to watch 

https://www.devex.com/news/3-key-development-finance-trends-to-watch-94170  

Must-read.  

“Even before the Sustainable Development Goals passed, it was clear that the private sector and 
private finance would be critical to achieving the ambitious objectives. But the conversation has 
evolved significantly since then — raising questions and creating new challenges. Development 
finance experts and stakeholders gathered at the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development in Paris, France, last week for its annual Private Finance for Sustainable 
Development Week to discuss emerging issues in the private sector’s role in development finance. 
Here are three key conversations to watch in the space this year…” 

The first: “Is ‘billions to trillions’ the right narrative?” 

Excerpt:  

“With the adoption of the SDGs, a narrative emerged around the need to move from billions to 
trillions of dollars of financing and that private capital would be key to getting there. Now, 
questions are emerging about whether that framing is effective, or in fact counterproductive. Civil 
society advocates at the meeting questioned whether the focus on mobilizing trillions is detracting 
from a focus on impact and whether the desire to seek capital is leading to a rapid increase in the use 
of private sector instruments and blended finance — without ensuring that the evidence is there to 
support the effectiveness of those tools. Even Haje Schütte, head of the financing for sustainable 
development division at OECD, called for a change in the paradigm. “We need to move away from 
the narrative of billions to trillions,” he said. “It’s about shifting the trillions of dollars that are 
there. We need to create the right ecosystem.”  …” 

The other two are on ‘evidence and transparency’ and ‘creating an impact standard’. 

https://www.devex.com/news/global-agendas-set-to-fail-unless-something-changes-helen-clark-94108
https://www.devex.com/news/3-key-development-finance-trends-to-watch-94170
https://www.cgdev.org/topics/billions-to-trillions
https://www.cgdev.org/topics/billions-to-trillions
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Learning Network for Countries in Transition – 4 things Ministers of Finance need 

to know about immunization in GAVI transitioning countries 

H Saxenian et al; http://lnct.global/2019/01/17/blog-4-things-ministers-of-finance-need-to-know-

about-immunization-in-gavi-transitioning-countries/ 

As some background : « The Learning Network for Countries in Transition (LNCT – pronounced 
“linked”) is a platform dedicated to supporting countries as they transition away from Gavi support 
to full domestic financing of their national immunization programs. Launched in early 2017, LNCT 
catalyzes linkages among a diverse set of Gavi countries in- or- nearing the final, accelerated phase 
of Gavi transition, as well as early post-transition countries, partner organizations, and a network 
manager who coordinates technical facilitation and LNCT operations….” 

Blog - Doing embedded development and research – reflections on the start of the 

Results4TB programme 

http://results4tb.curatiofoundation.org/index.php/2019/01/18/reflections-on-the-start-of-the-

results4tb-programme/  

“Sophie Witter, Professor of International Health Financing and Health Systems at Queen Margaret 
University, Edinburgh, shares her reflections on the gains and pains of the first 18 months of the 
Results4TB programme in Georgia.” 

Excerpt: “… in this case, what has been especially interesting and challenging has been working on 
the development of the programme, as well planning its analysis. This meant developing concept 
notes, budgets, guidelines for providers, training materials, and working to bring all parties on board, 
amongst other things. This is called embedded development and research, and it is an increasingly 
recognised way of working to ensure that research changes the world, rather than just ending up in 
papers in journals. What is striking is how many skill-sets and qualities are needed for researchers to 
work in this way – including political skills, and having the resilience to negotiate blockages in the 
development, funding and implementation process. (Plus the more traditional skills, like getting the 
sample size calculations right!)…” 

Nature (News Feature) - How the next recession could save lives 

Nature;  

“When the economy prospers in the developed world, more people — including babies — die. The 
surprising trend is likely driven by factors including fewer workplace accidents, less pollution and 
even a lack of money to buy cigarettes and booze. Of course, downturns have plenty of harmful 
effects, too, so nobody is recommending recessions. Instead, these insights could hint at ways of 
improving health during boom and bust.”   Interesting article. 

Duke Global Health Instititue (news) - Disease Eradication: Is It Worth the 

Trouble? 

Duke;  

http://lnct.global/2019/01/17/blog-4-things-ministers-of-finance-need-to-know-about-immunization-in-gavi-transitioning-countries/
http://lnct.global/2019/01/17/blog-4-things-ministers-of-finance-need-to-know-about-immunization-in-gavi-transitioning-countries/
http://results4tb.curatiofoundation.org/index.php/2019/01/18/reflections-on-the-start-of-the-results4tb-programme/
http://results4tb.curatiofoundation.org/index.php/2019/01/18/reflections-on-the-start-of-the-results4tb-programme/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-00210-0?utm_source=Nature+Briefing&utm_campaign=65117b5025-briefing-dy-20190123&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c9dfd39373-65117b5025-43362785
https://nature.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2c6057c528fdc6f73fa196d9d&id=57798894d7&e=80680fb6f1
https://globalhealth.duke.edu/media/news/disease-eradication-it-worth-trouble?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=b10d1a9453-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_01_22_01_50&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-b10d1a9453-865935


 

33 
 

With the arguments pro and con at a recent panel discussion, led by Gavin Yamey.  

The conclusion: “Disease eradication improves human well-being and saves lives, but so do many 
other health initiatives. And not all diseases are candidates for elimination or eradication; they must 
meet a wide range of criteria, some of which the panelists discussed. Alas, our experts stopped short 
of declaring whether eradication is worth the cost, tradeoffs and risks. But what was abundantly 
clear after the discussion was the incredible complexity of this issue, the “mother of all global health 
efforts.””  

 
 

Global health events 

Fondation Brocher - Disrupting Global Health Narratives: 
Alternative Perspectives of the World Bank and its Influence 
on Global Health Development  (Jan 21-Jan 23) 

http://www.brocher.ch/en/events/339/disrupting-global-health-narratives-alternative-perspectives-

of-the-world-bank-and-its-influence-on-global-health-development  

“”The project is a three-day workshop to bring together social scientists and global health policy 
analysts to discuss the role of the World Bank in global health over the last 40 years. The 
fundamental goal of the workshop is to provide alternative global health histories to a monolithic 
one that traces influence, policy, and investment from the Global North to the Global South.” 

The program – which you also find in the link – looked very exciting.  

 

• This week, “Japan @g20org launched its 1st sherpa meeting. Health is a key topic #UHC 
#globalhealth. #aging is a cross cutting issue as a major challenge for G20 countries. 
@WHO” 

 

• In addition to this, we obviously recommend you have an in depth-look at Kent Buse’s 
global health calendar (see above), now updated and consisting of three parts. 

 

Still: we want to flag a few upcoming events here, either soon or later this year: 

http://www.brocher.ch/en/events/339/disrupting-global-health-narratives-alternative-perspectives-of-the-world-bank-and-its-influence-on-global-health-development
http://www.brocher.ch/en/events/339/disrupting-global-health-narratives-alternative-perspectives-of-the-world-bank-and-its-influence-on-global-health-development
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Next week : PMAC in Bangkok  (29 Jan-3 Feb): The Political Economy of NCDs – a 

Whole of Society Approach 

http://www.pmaconference.mahidol.ac.th/site  

By way of preparation, read this brand new article in IJHPM:  

IJHPM - Addressing NCDs: Challenges From Industry Market 
Promotion and Interferences 

Viroj Tangcharoensathien et al; http://www.ijhpm.com/article_3589.html  

“Addressing the determinants of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) is challenged by aggressive 
market promotion by tobacco, alcohol and unhealthy food industries in emerging countries with fast 
economic development; and interference by these industries in government policies aimed at 
containing consumption of unhealthy products. This editorial reviews market promotion and 
industry interference and classifies them into four groups of tactics: (a) interfering with the 
legislative process; (b) using front groups to act on their behalf; (c) questioning the evidence of 
tobacco harm and the effectiveness of harm-reduction interventions; and (d) appearing 
responsible in the eyes of the public, journalists and policy-makers. Despite active implementation 
of the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC), the tobacco, alcohol and unhealthy food 
industries use similar tactics to aggressively interfere in policies, with the tobacco industry being 
the most aggressive. Policy interference by industries are effective in the context of poor 
governance, rampant corruption, conflict of interest among political and government actors, and 
regulatory capture in all levels of countries from low- to high-income. In addressing these 
interferences, government requires the practice of good governance, effective mechanisms to 
counteract conflict of interests among political and policy actors, and prevention of regulatory 
capture. The World Health Organization (WHO) Framework of Engagement with non-State Actors 
can be applied to the country context when engaging private entities in the prevention and 
control of NCDs.” 

Upcoming webinar - Getting Serious About Health Equity: Systematic, 

Comprehensive Approaches to Leave No One Behind Webinar  (Jan 28) 

http://oneill.law.georgetown.edu/event/getting-serious-about-health-equity-systematic-

comprehensive-approaches-to-leave-no-one-behind/  

With the likes of Michael Marmot, Eric Friedman, Moses Mulumba, Anna Coates, … “Without 
deliberate planning, cross-sectoral action, and robust accountability to confront the structural causes 
of health equity, inequity will likely persist. This webinar will launch a new framework for crafting 
health equity programs of action. We will better explore systematic, inclusive approaches, across 
the health system and beyond, to improving health equity in the SDG era.” 

2nd Africa Health Forum - Universal health coverage and health security WHO’s 

top priority  (Cape Verde, 26-28 March) 

https://southerntimesafrica.com/site/news/universal-health-coverage-and-health-security-whos-
top-priority  

http://www.pmaconference.mahidol.ac.th/site
http://www.ijhpm.com/article_3589.html
http://oneill.law.georgetown.edu/event/getting-serious-about-health-equity-systematic-comprehensive-approaches-to-leave-no-one-behind/
http://oneill.law.georgetown.edu/event/getting-serious-about-health-equity-systematic-comprehensive-approaches-to-leave-no-one-behind/
https://southerntimesafrica.com/site/news/universal-health-coverage-and-health-security-whos-top-priority
https://southerntimesafrica.com/site/news/universal-health-coverage-and-health-security-whos-top-priority
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“Cape Verde and the World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Office for Africa will jointly host 
the Second Africa Health Forum under the theme “Achieving Universal Health Coverage and Health 
Security in Africa: The Africa we want to see”. The event to be attended by ministers responsible for 
health in Africa, advocates, implementers and partners from various countries is scheduled to take 
place in Praia, Cape Verde from 26-28 March 2019….” 

Boao Forum for Asia's 1st global health forum set for Qingdao  (June 11-12, China) 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201812/30/WS5c286d3fa310d91214051c84.html  

Some info in the China Daily on this meeting coming up in June.  

“The Boao Forum for Asia is to hold its first Global Health Forum from June 11 to 12 in Qingdao, East 
China's Shandong province, in a bid to enhance global health care-building… … The forum's theme is 
Health Beyond Health – In The Year of Sustainable Development 2030. The forum will cover sub-
topics, such as "Universal Healthcare Coverage", "Health in All Policies", and "Innovation". 

… Margaret Chan, president of the Boao Forum for Asia's Global Health Forum and the honorary 
director-general of the WHO, said the forum will be "a world-class, comprehensive, and inclusive 
event for all healthcare professionals". … … The forum also will launch the Qingdao Initiative, 
addressing problems involving growing concerns regarding non-communicable diseases, tobacco use 
and alcohol consumption.” 

Global governance of health 

FT Big Read – Putin’s pivot to Africa 

https://www.cgdev.org/blog/should-uks-development-department-be-merged-foreign-affairs-and-

trade 

“In search of new allies since the annexation of Crimea, Russia is making bold diplomatic overtures 
in Africa. The initiative is unsettling the US, UK and France in a region where they have long held 
influence.”  Very interesting (geopolitical) read. 

Excerpts: 

“From Algeria to Uganda, Russia is building influence in Africa, lending support to embattled 
strongmen, taking on natural resource projects in conflict-racked states and positioning itself as a 
new powerbroker without the baggage of former colonial powers. While lacking the financial 
firepower of China or the longstanding trade relations of former colonial powers, Russia has sought 
to use its military exports, security apparatus and state-controlled natural resource companies to 
gain footholds across the continent. Across Africa, Moscow has deployed teams of military 
instructors to train elite presidential guards, sent arms shipments and assisted shaky autocrats with 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201812/30/WS5c286d3fa310d91214051c84.html
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/should-uks-development-department-be-merged-foreign-affairs-and-trade
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/should-uks-development-department-be-merged-foreign-affairs-and-trade
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election strategies. It has also promised to build nuclear power plants and develop oil wells and 
diamond mines. 

“Christian Malanga, an opposition politician in the Democratic Republic of Congo where Moscow has 
hailed Felix Tshisekedi as the winner of the recent presidential election despite evidence of voting 
fraud, says Russia was building on old Soviet ties. “It’s the cold war 2.0,” he says, adding that Russia 
complemented China in what he saw as a strategy to challenge western influence. “China is the 
money and Russia is the muscle….” 

CGD (blog) - Trillions for the SDGs? Time for a Rethink 

Nancy Lee; https://www.cgdev.org/blog/trillions-sdgs-time-rethink 

“In 2015, the world enthusiastically signed on to the challenge of transforming billions to trillions of 
dollars of private finance for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The idea was to use public 
and private development aid to unlock much more commercial private finance for sustainable growth 
and poverty reduction in developing countries. Four years later, the hoped-for trillions are nowhere 
in sight. In fact, we have reached the stage where we need to decide whether to change the goals we 
set in 2015 or take a hard, critical look at the institutions we rely on to propel mobilisation of private 
finance for sustainable development.  The shortfall in private finance is pervasive, but nowhere is it 
more evident than in low-income countries (LICs)….” 

Global Coalition for Social Protection Floors - The IMF’s new 
policy framework on social protection 

http://www.socialprotectionfloorscoalition.org/2019/01/the-imfs-new-policy-framework-on-social-

protection/  

“As the International Monetary Fund prepares its new institutional view on how to address social 
protection in its work with member countries, the Global Coalition for Social Protection Floors 
(GCSPF) has prepared this note to highlight a number of policy considerations that we believe the 
Fund should take into account in its deliberations. We first review the failures of IMF policies as seen 
by its critics and by its own Independent Evaluation Office, which has prompted the Fund’s current re-
examination of its approach to social protection. Second, we give our view on what the proper scope 
of social protection should be in the IMF’s work with member countries. We argue that the Fund 
needs to base its social protection perspective on the standards of the international community as a 
whole, in particular, taking guidance from the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development adopted by 
the United Nations General Assembly and from international agreements forged in the governing 
body of the International Labour Organization (ILO). We conclude with recommendations that the 
IMF should adopt to better assist countries to arrive at effective, adequate and fair systems of social 
protection that are fiscally sustainable in the long run, and that are maintained and can be increased 
as needed during times of societal stress owing to economic difficulties or natural calamities.” 

https://www.cgdev.org/blog/trillions-sdgs-time-rethink
http://www.socialprotectionfloorscoalition.org/2019/01/the-imfs-new-policy-framework-on-social-protection/
http://www.socialprotectionfloorscoalition.org/2019/01/the-imfs-new-policy-framework-on-social-protection/
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Project Syndicate - Decision Time for the Future of Corporate 
Taxation 

J A Ocampo; https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/oecd-reducing-digital-multinationals-

tax-avoidance-by-jose-antonio-ocampo-2019-01  

Ocampo looks ahead to an important (OECD) meeting in Paris this month. 

“Despite some recent steps in the right direction, the current international tax system is outdated 
and fails to prevent egregious tax avoidance by digital multinational companies. The world needs a 
corporate tax system that is fit for the digital economy and benefits developing and developed 
countries alike.” 

Excerpt:  

“The Independent Commission for the Reform of International Corporate Taxation (ICRICT), which I 
chair, believes that the BEPS process has achieved what it could, given the political muscle of big 
corporations and the army of lawyers and accountants who have a vested interest in maintaining 
the status quo. In our latest report, we take stock of what has been achieved and highlight what 
should happen in the next phase of reform, “BEPS 2.0.” The upcoming OECD meeting will be 
decisive in this respect. For the first time, the OECD will present to the Inclusive Framework, including 
developing countries, the outlines of the BEPS 2.0 plan and its vision of a deeper transformation of 
the tax system in response to the challenges posed by the digital economy. It is a unique opportunity 
for all 125 governments in the Inclusive Framework to urge the OECD to repudiate transfer pricing 
and move toward a fairer and more effective system.” 

UN News - ‘The best-selling brand today is fear’: UN chief 
highlights urgent need to address global ‘deficit of trust’ 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/01/1030802 

“Warning against the dangers of widespread fear and mistrust in our planet, the United Nations 
Secretary-General, António Guterres, told journalists on Friday he wants to reaffirm the UN as a 
“platform for action to repair broken trust in a broken world.”” 

Speaking of the UN SG, Devex reported - Guterres improves grade on Feminist UN Campaign agenda  

“United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres has made “slow but steady progress” in 
achieving a more feminist U.N., raising his grade from a C+ to a B-, according to a report card 
evaluating progress on issues such as promoting gender parity and addressing a culture of sexual 
harassment. He’s clearly a leader who’s making more moves than any secretary-general before him 
ever has.” The report card was the second annual issued by the Feminist U.N. Campaign, a coalition 
of women’s rights advocates and U.N. watchers led by the International Center for Research on 
Women….” 

https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/oecd-reducing-digital-multinationals-tax-avoidance-by-jose-antonio-ocampo-2019-01
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/oecd-reducing-digital-multinationals-tax-avoidance-by-jose-antonio-ocampo-2019-01
https://www.icrict.com/
https://www.icrict.com/press-release/2019/1/17/icrict-is-launching-a-new-paper-the-fight-against-tax-avoidance-beps-20-what-the-oecd-beps-has-achieved-and-what-real-reform-should-look-like
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/01/1030802
https://www.devex.com/news/guterres-improves-grade-on-feminist-un-campaign-agenda-94194
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Devex - A World Bank for the new world order 

https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-a-world-bank-for-the-new-world-order-94150 

Op-Ed by Alex Their (executive director ODI) and worth a read.  

“The abrupt resignation of World Bank President Jim Kim with three years left in his term raises 
important questions about the institution and its leadership in the age of fraying multilateralism and 
growing climate and humanitarian crises.” 

See also a Lancet World Report - Jim Yong Kim steps down from World Bank  

“Jim Yong Kim's decision to leave World Bank post early ushers in uncertainty about its future 
direction. John Zarocostas reports.” 

Finally, some news on the Elders:  

“Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has joined The Elders. @MaEllenSirleaf was #Africa’s first elected female Head 
of State, and at the end of her two full terms ensured #Liberia’s first peaceful, democratic transition 
of power in 73 years. Read her full bio https://theelders.org/profile/ellen-johnson-sirleaf “ 

UHC 

IISD - UNGA to Begin Negotiating Declaration on Universal 
Health Coverage 

IISD; 

“The permanent representatives of Hungary and Thailand have been appointed to lead 
consultations on a political declaration on universal health coverage, for adoption at a high-level 
meeting in September 2019. The permanent representatives of Hungary and Thailand also served as 
co-facilitators for negotiations on the modalities for the meeting….” 

UHC 2030 - Fourth Steering Committee Meeting December 
2018 

https://www.uhc2030.org/news-events/uhc2030-events/fourth-steering-committee-meeting-

december-2018-519390/  

The fourth UHC2030 Steering Committee meeting took place on 13 - 14 December, 2018 in New 
York, USA.  You find now more info on the sessions, background papers, presentations, …  

https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-a-world-bank-for-the-new-world-order-94150
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(19)30155-2/fulltext
https://twitter.com/MaEllenSirleaf
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Africa?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Liberia?src=hash
https://theelders.org/profile/ellen-johnson-sirleaf
http://sdg.iisd.org/news/unga-to-begin-negotiating-declaration-on-universal-health-coverage/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2019-01-24-%20SDG%20Update%20AE&utm_content=2019-01-24-%20SDG%20Update%20AE+CID_d30a3dd5f3fdb6feac34be9ebf0259d5&utm_source=cm&utm_term=UNGA%20to%20Begin%20Negotiating%20Declaration%20on%20Universal%20Health%20Coverage
https://www.uhc2030.org/news-events/uhc2030-events/fourth-steering-committee-meeting-december-2018-519390/
https://www.uhc2030.org/news-events/uhc2030-events/fourth-steering-committee-meeting-december-2018-519390/
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Resource UHC 2030 - UN High-Level Meeting on Universal 
Health Coverage 

https://www.uhc2030.org/un-hlm-2019/  

UHC 2030 set up a whole section related to the upcoming UN HL Meeting on UHC (23 September, 

NY).   With FAQs, how to contribute to the campaigning, etc.  

HPW - Interactive Map: Who’s Ahead, Who’s Behind in UHC – 
Explore The Data 

https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/interactive-map-whos-ahead-whos-behind-in-uhc-explore-the-

data/ 

Based on data from 2015.  

Global Health Cost Effectiveness Analysis (GHCEA) Registry  

http://healtheconomics.tuftsmedicalcenter.org/orchard/gh-cea-registry-league-table  

Resource for health economists.  “The Global Health Cost-Effectiveness Analysis (GHCEA) 
Registry has been recently updated to include a league table function (ranking cost-per-DALY results 
from most to least cost-effective) and results can be filtered by intervention, country, or disease.” 

As a reminder, “The Global Health Cost Effectiveness Analysis (GHCEA) Registry is the first 
comprehensive database to compile articles utilizing the “cost-per-DALY averted” metric to measure 
the efficacy of health interventions. The Center for the Evaluation of Value and Risk in Health (CEVR) 
created this systematic summary of articles, organized by article, ratios, and disability weights. The 
registry is accessible through three different tables: …” 

AJPH - The Rise and Fall of “Universal Health Coverage” as a 
Goal of International Health Politics, 1925–1952 

A Gorsky; https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2017.304215  

“The UN Sustainable Development Goals of 2015 have restored universal health coverage (UHC) to 
prominence in the international health agenda. Can understanding the past illuminate the prospects 
for UHC in the present? This article traces an earlier history of UHC as an objective of international 
health politics. Its focus is the efforts of the International Labor Organization (ILO), whose 
Philadelphia Declaration (1944) announced the goal of universal social security, including medical 

https://www.uhc2030.org/un-hlm-2019/
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/interactive-map-whos-ahead-whos-behind-in-uhc-explore-the-data/
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/interactive-map-whos-ahead-whos-behind-in-uhc-explore-the-data/
http://healtheconomics.tuftsmedicalcenter.org/orchard/gh-cea-registry-league-table
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2017.304215
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coverage and care. After World War II, the ILO attempted to enshrine this in an international 
convention, which nation states would ratify. However, by 1952 these efforts had failed, and the 
final convention was so diluted that universalism was unobtainable. Our analysis first explains the 
consolidation of ideas about social security and health care, tracing transnational policy linkages 
among experts whose world view transcended narrow loyalties. We then show how UHC goals 
became marginalized, through the opposition of employers and organized medicine, and of certain 
nation states, both rich and poor. We conclude with reflections on how these findings might help us 
in thinking about the challenges of advancing UHC today.” 

BMJ Open - Realist evaluation of the role of the Universal 
Health Coverage Partnership in strengthening policy 
dialogue for health planning and financing: a protocol 

E Robert et al; https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/9/1/bmjopen-2018-022345.full  

“In 2011, WHO, the European Union and Luxembourg entered into a collaborative agreement to 
support policy dialogue for health planning and financing; these were acknowledged as core areas 
in need of targeted support in countries’ quest towards universal health coverage (UHC). Entitled 
‘Universal Health Coverage Partnership’, this intervention is intended to strengthen countries’ 
capacity to develop, negotiate, implement, monitor and evaluate robust and integrated national 
health policies oriented towards UHC. It is a complex intervention involving a multitude of actors 
working on a significant number of remarkably diverse activities in different countries. Methods and 
analysis - The researchers will conduct a realist evaluation to answer the following question: How, 
in what contexts, and triggering what mechanisms, does the Partnership support policy dialogue 
for health planning and financing towards UHC? A qualitative multiple case study will be 
undertaken in Togo, Liberia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Cape Verde, Burkina Faso and Niger. 
Three steps will be implemented: (1) formulating context–mechanism–outcome explanatory 
propositions to guide data collection, based on expert knowledge and theoretical literature; (2) 
collecting empirical data through semistructured interviews with key informants and observations of 
key events, and analysing data; (3) specifying the intervention theory….” 

Resource: (WHO) Alliance Briefing Notes  

https://www.who.int/alliance-hpsr/resources/briefingnotes/en/  

Check out for example Embedded Health Policy and Health Systems Research: Within the system, for 

the system, Used by the system.    

 

Finally, a quick link:  Bill Gates lauds India for Ayushman Bharat healthcare scheme, PM Narendra 

Modi says ‘thank you’ 

https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/9/1/bmjopen-2018-022345.full
https://www.who.int/alliance-hpsr/resources/briefingnotes/en/
https://www.who.int/alliance-hpsr/resources/Alliance-embedded-hpsr-BriefingNote-WEB.pdf
https://www.who.int/alliance-hpsr/resources/Alliance-embedded-hpsr-BriefingNote-WEB.pdf
https://www.timesnownews.com/india/article/bill-gates-ayushman-bharat-healthcare-scheme-narendra-modi-microsoft-pradhan-mantri-jan-arogya-abhiyan/349463
https://www.timesnownews.com/india/article/bill-gates-ayushman-bharat-healthcare-scheme-narendra-modi-microsoft-pradhan-mantri-jan-arogya-abhiyan/349463
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“Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates lauded the Narendra Modi-led Central government for the 
achievements made by the Ayushman Bharat healthcare scheme in its first 100 days. After Gates 
tweet, PM Narendra Modi thanked Microsoft co-founder and said the scheme shows his 
government’s commitment to ensure top-notch and affordable healthcare to the marginalized 
section of the society.” 

Rob Yates didn’t approve Gates’ tweet (for reasons we fully understand).  

“@BillGates @ChrisJElias India’s PMJAY like the failed RSBY programme will just be a bonanza for 
private hospitals. PHC will continue to be woefully neglected. This isn’t a good strategy for #UHC”  

But see also below, perhaps there’s a bit more hope, cfr. the latest Niti Aayog plans (cfr: NCD 
section). 

And this apt piece from an observer: 

Livemint - On the agenda finally in 2018, health to be in focus 

https://www.livemint.com/opinion/online-views/opinion-on-the-agenda-finally-in-2018-health-to-
be-in-focus/amp-1548256863370.html  

By Rajeev Varma (former senior communications officer with WHO India); 

“…After the launch of PMJAY  (Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojan)  in September 2018, there was a bit 
of a lull about health on the political landscape. Surprisingly, it wasn’t much of a talking point in the 
recent assembly elections in the five states. Political pundits say that health and PMJAY was not 
much of a factor in these elections and a footnote at best. The picture will be different in the 2019 
general elections. By calling PMJAY a game changer, the finance minister has fired the first salvo. It 
will only get more intense as we get closer to the elections. The prime minister is likely to expend 
political capital on this scheme hoping that it may swing votes his way much like the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act did for the first United Progressive Alliance 
government and also portray him as pro-poor. A slightly jarring note is that the opposition parties 
haven’t said much on health in the recent past though some states ruled by them have excellent 
health schemes. The mohalla clinics in Delhi are a case in point. The coming weeks will see an 
intensification of pushing the health card. Will it translate into votes for PM Modi? Only time will 
tell. If it does, health as an agenda on India’s political landscape would have truly arrived.” 

https://twitter.com/BillGates
https://twitter.com/ChrisJElias
https://twitter.com/hashtag/UHC?src=hash
https://www.livemint.com/opinion/online-views/opinion-on-the-agenda-finally-in-2018-health-to-be-in-focus/amp-1548256863370.html
https://www.livemint.com/opinion/online-views/opinion-on-the-agenda-finally-in-2018-health-to-be-in-focus/amp-1548256863370.html
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Planetary health 

Guardian – School strikes over climate change continue to 
snowball 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jan/24/school-strikes-over-climate-change-

continue-to-snowball?CMP=share_btn_tw  

One of the more encouraging trends of the last weeks. “Number of students skipping school in 
protests inspired by Greta Thunberg, 16, reaches record numbers around world.”  

Yesterday, over 35000 in Brussels alone!  

Devex - UN report details global failure to enforce environmental laws 

https://www.devex.com/news/un-report-details-global-failure-to-enforce-environmental-laws-
94181  

“The number of environmental laws has increased 38-fold globally since the Stockholm declaration 
on the human environment in 1972 — but there has been lack of political will to implement these 
laws due to the potential impact on livelihoods, lands, properties, and profits, according to a report 
released Thursday by the United Nations Environment Programme. As the first-ever assessment of 
the global environmental rule of law, the report highlights the vast gaps between legislation and 
implementation for environmental laws and agencies: underresourced; lacking enforcement 
methods; poorly coordinated; hamstrung by a lack of data; and deprioritized against economic 
gain…” 

Guardian - Greenland's ice melting faster than scientists 
previously thought – study 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jan/21/greenland-ice-melting-faster-than-scientists-

previously-thought-study 

“Greenland’s ice is melting faster than scientists previously thought, with the pace of ice loss 
increasing fourfold since 2003, new research has found. Enormous glaciers in Greenland are 
depositing ever larger chunks of ice into the Atlantic Ocean, where it melts. But scientists have found 
that the largest ice loss in the decade from 2003 actually occurred in the south-west region of the 
island, which is largely glacier-free….” 

See also Vox - Greenland’s ice is melting much faster than we thought. Here’s why that’s scary. 

And the NYT -  Greenland’s Melting Ice Nears a ‘Tipping Point,’ Scientists Say  

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jan/24/school-strikes-over-climate-change-continue-to-snowball?CMP=share_btn_tw
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jan/24/school-strikes-over-climate-change-continue-to-snowball?CMP=share_btn_tw
https://www.devex.com/news/un-report-details-global-failure-to-enforce-environmental-laws-94181
https://www.devex.com/news/un-report-details-global-failure-to-enforce-environmental-laws-94181
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jan/21/greenland-ice-melting-faster-than-scientists-previously-thought-study
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jan/21/greenland-ice-melting-faster-than-scientists-previously-thought-study
https://www.vox.com/energy-and-environment/2018/4/11/17219020/greenland-ice-melt-climate-change
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/21/climate/greenland-ice.html
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Guardian - Analysis warns of lack of progress on 2020 global 
emissions target 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jan/22/analysis-warns-lack-progress-2020-global-

emissions-target  

“Removing coal from the global energy mix is taking too long, too many forests are still being 
destroyed, and fossil fuel subsidies are ongoing despite their distorting effect on the market, a 
study has found. There has also been insufficient progress in agriculture to stop harmful practices 
that increase carbon dioxide production, and heavy industry is not doing enough to use energy more 
efficiently, according to analysis carried out by the World Resources Institute thinktank. Without 
progress on all these fronts, the world is unlikely to see global greenhouse gas emissions peak in 
2020, which is likely to be necessary to stay within the 1.5C or 2C warming thresholds that 
scientists have identified as key to the future safety of the planet. But the analysis also found 
important steps forward, on renewable energy, curtailing greenhouse gas emissions from shipping, 
and public sector investment in reducing emissions….” 

NRDC (Natural Resource Defense Council)- Realizing the 
Promise of Paris: Roadmap to a Safer Climate 

https://www.nrdc.org/resources/realizing-promise-paris-roadmap-safer-climate  

10 p. policy brief: “… NRDC teamed up with the NewClimate Institute to assess 24 practical and 
realistic actions to chart a course to a safer climate future. Just 19 of these actions which are 
already in motion could, if accelerated by 2030, put the world on a pathway to limit global warming 
to below 2 degrees Celsius. And implementing the remaining five actions as well as additional actions 
can put the world closer to a path to limit warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius. To be clear: this roadmap 
is ambitious, but it is achievable if we embark immediately. And as the calls for climate action grow 
louder and more urgent, it charts a course we need to follow to avoid climate catastrophe.” 

Guardian - Founders of plastic waste alliance ‘investing 
billions in new plants’ 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jan/21/founders-of-plastic-waste-alliance-

investing-billions-in-new-plants  

“The founding companies behind a self-styled alliance to end plastic waste are among the world’s 
biggest investors in new plastic productions plants, according to a European NGO. A majority of the 
firms which announced this week they were collaborating to try to help tackle plastic pollution are 
likely to be at the heart of a global boom in plastic production over the next 10 years...” 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jan/22/analysis-warns-lack-progress-2020-global-emissions-target
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jan/22/analysis-warns-lack-progress-2020-global-emissions-target
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/realizing-promise-paris-roadmap-safer-climate
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jan/21/founders-of-plastic-waste-alliance-investing-billions-in-new-plants
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jan/21/founders-of-plastic-waste-alliance-investing-billions-in-new-plants
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Climatic Change - The rise in global atmospheric CO2, surface 
temperature, and sea level from emissions traced to major 
carbon producers 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs10584-017-1978-0 

A Study from 2017. “This study--which showed that 2/3 of carbon emissions can be traced to a few 
dozen companies--was one of the most downloaded academic papers of 2018.” 

“…Notably, emissions traced to 14 carbon producers were consistently among the top 20 largest 
individual company contributors to each global impact across both time periods. These include seven 
investor-owned companies (Chevron, ExxonMobil, BP, Royal Dutch Shell, ConocoPhillips, Peabody 
Energy, and Total) and seven majority state-owned companies (Saudi Aramco, Gazprom, National 
Iranian Oil Company, Pemex, Petroleos de Venezuela, Coal India, and Kuwait Petroleum)…” 

And some quick links: 

Reuters - State Department says may ask Trump to scrap another Obama climate order 

“The U.S. State Department said in a report released by the investigative arm of Congress on 
Thursday it may recommend President Donald Trump revoke an Obama-era order directing federal 
agencies to consider climate change in international development programs….” 

Thinkprogress (Analysis) - The most dangerous climate feedback loop is speeding up  

“In Siberia, the carbon-rich permafrost warmed by 1.6°F in just the last decade.” 

 

Infectious diseases & NTDs 

Daily Mail - Scientists who created Dolly the sheep reveal 
plans for gene-edited 'superchickens' resistant to flu in bid to 
halt human pandemic 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-6617375/Scientists-make-gene-edited-chickens-

bid-halt-pandemic.html 

“British scientists are developing gene-edited chickens designed to be totally resistant to flu in a 
new approach to trying to stop the next deadly human pandemic. The first of the transgenic chicks 
will be hatched later this year at the Roslin Institute at the University of Edinburgh in Scotland, said 
Wendy Barclay, a professor of virology at Imperial College London who is co-leading the project. The 
birds' DNA has been altered using a new gene editing technology known as CRISPR….” 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs10584-017-1978-0
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-climatechange-diplomacy/us-state-department-says-may-ask-trump-to-scrap-another-obama-climate-order-idUSKCN1PB2XU?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWm1WbE56azVOR1JoTm1SaCIsInQiOiJKdWxRbUNhakNFRnFxdWY1XC8rOVZ3bGlCcTRMSVl6K2w4dzQzTnExSFVWWlp5WWQwNDhKS3dDbEMyemU0SHJZbFwvcTQ5TG9Vb1ZkbGx6ekVpTjVIaHJDbVRRYkdsTFB4MFJpRjVNM2tISExFOXlzQlpJK09CVFQ2NHZYNlk1c3hxIn0%3D
https://thinkprogress.org/dangerous-permafrost-climate-feedback-loop/?utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_content=5c419cb204d3011e0674c22c&utm_medium=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-6617375/Scientists-make-gene-edited-chickens-bid-halt-pandemic.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-6617375/Scientists-make-gene-edited-chickens-bid-halt-pandemic.html
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Looking forward to these “transgenic chicks”.  

NIH – Dengue immunity may be protective against 
symptomatic Zika, study finds 

NIH; 

“Children with a history of prior dengue virus infection had a significantly lower risk of being 
symptomatic when infected by Zika virus, according to a study in Nicaragua of more than 3,000 
children aged 2 to 14 years. Experts have worried that prior dengue virus infection could exacerbate 
severe Zika disease. However, the new findings, published in  Plos Medicine, indicate that prior 
dengue immunity in children may in fact be protective against symptomatic Zika disease….” 

Dengue immunity, however, doesn't seem to generally protect against Zika infection. 

Plos Med - Progress in the HIV epidemic: Identifying goals 
and measuring success 

Jeb Jones et al; https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002729 

“In a Collection Review, Jeb Jones & colleagues discuss goals, practicalities, and metrics in efforts to 
end the HIV/AIDS epidemic.” 

See also Eurekalert -  Back to the future with CD4 testing: improving HIV care in low- and middle-
income countries  

“A practical resource-based public health approach for the rapid initiation of antiretroviral therapy 
in HIV-infected individuals living in low- and middle-income countries could save thousands of 
lives, according to an Essay published January 15 in the open-access journal PLOS Medicine by Mark 
Tenforde of the University of Washington School of Medicine, and colleagues. … … According to 
Tenforde and colleagues, current strategies are inadequate for identifying and preventing 
opportunistic infections and related deaths in late presenters. The authors present a resource-based 
approach according to diagnostic test availability for targeting opportunistic infections in the 
"treat all" era. The approach could decrease early mortality after antiretroviral therapy initiation 
and would be practical to implement. Even the most resource-constrained settings can implement 
interventions that have the potential to save thousands of lives, while further refinement can be 
offered in settings where rapid screening for common opportunistic infections is feasible. … … 
According to the authors, an optimal approach requires that pre-antiretroviral therapy CD4 testing 
continues to be available (preferably as a simple point-of-care threshold test), although viral load 
testing has been supplanting CD4 testing in high-burden countries in the "treat all" era. "We 
believe this provides a pragmatic algorithm to avoid delaying antiretroviral therapy for the most 
immunosuppressed patients who are at the highest risk of dying," the authors write.” 

https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/dengue-immunity-may-be-protective-against-symptomatic-zika-study-finds?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=b10d1a9453-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_01_22_01_50&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-b10d1a9453-865935
https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002726&utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=b10d1a9453-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_01_22_01_50&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-b10d1a9453-865935
https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002729
https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2019-01/p-btt010819.php
https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2019-01/p-btt010819.php
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BMJ (Supplement) - Innovating for neglected diseases in 
South Asia 

BMJ;  

“The sustainable development goals set a target to end epidemics of neglected tropical diseases by 
the year 2030. … …  South Asia has a unique role to play in combating these diseases, given the high 
disease burden and regional expertise in end-to-end solutions, from drug discovery and clinical 
studies through to regulation, manufacture and distribution. This collection of articles highlights 
successes of public health programmes for these and other neglected diseases in South Asia and 
explores outstanding issues requiring supportive policy and research. Fostering continual 
innovation in diagnostics, treatment, and prevention is critical to meet the changing demands of 
disease elimination programmes.” 

Do start with the accompanying Editorial by S Rijal (Drugs for Neglected Diseases Initiative of India)- 
Innovation is vital for elimination of neglected diseases in South Asia  

“Despite some success in reducing the substantial mortality many challenges remain, say Suman Rijal 
and colleagues.” 

The Conversation - Mengla: the Ebola-like virus recently 
found in China 

M Munir; https://theconversation.com/mengla-the-ebola-like-virus-recently-found-in-china-109679  

Everything you always wanted to know about ‘Mengla’, the new filovirus kid on the block.  

 

NCDs 

HP&P - Combating non-communicable diseases: potentials 
and challenges for community health workers in a digital age, 
a narrative review of the literature 

S Raj Mishra et al ; https://academic.oup.com/heapol/advance-

article/doi/10.1093/heapol/czy099/5296282  

“The use of community health workers (CHWs) has been explored as a viable option to provide home 
health education, counselling and basic health care, notwithstanding their challenges in training and 
retention. In this manuscript, we review the evidence and discuss how the digitalization affects the 

https://www.bmj.com/neglected-disease-innovation?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=b10d1a9453-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_01_22_01_50&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-b10d1a9453-865935
https://www.bmj.com/content/364/bmj.k5407?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=b10d1a9453-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_01_22_01_50&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-b10d1a9453-865935
https://theconversation.com/mengla-the-ebola-like-virus-recently-found-in-china-109679
https://academic.oup.com/heapol/advance-article/doi/10.1093/heapol/czy099/5296282
https://academic.oup.com/heapol/advance-article/doi/10.1093/heapol/czy099/5296282
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CHWs programmes for tackling non-communicable diseases (NCDs) in low- and middle-income 
countries (LMICs)….” 

Bloomberg (Editorial) - The FDA Is Too Soft on E-Cigarettes 

https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2018-11-16/fda-vape-regulations-are-too-

timid?srnd=opinion  

Op-Ed from the US: “The commissioner of the Food and Drug Administration insists that he is 
determined to keep electronic cigarettes away from children. “We won’t let this pool of kids, a pool 
of future potential smokers, of future disease and death, to continue to build,” Scott Gottlieb said this 
week, in response to news that the number of high-school and middle-school kids who vape is up 1.5 
million since last year. “We’ll take whatever action is necessary to stop these trends from 
continuing.” Yet the steps the FDA is taking are not enough. It plans to ban the sale of candy-
flavored e-cigarettes in stores (or parts of stores) that are not “age-restricted” —  but that’s an ill-
defined distinction that would be hard to enforce, so sales could continue in many convenience 
stores. Online sales would still be permitted. And there’d be no restriction on where menthol- and 
mint-flavored e-cigarettes can be sold…. … What’s needed is a nationwide ban on selling all 
flavored e-cigarettes. “ 

Chatham House (Expert Comment) - Amid the Trauma of 
War, Chronic Diseases Should Not Be Forgotten 

S Garry & R Thompson; https://www.chathamhouse.org/expert/comment/amid-trauma-war-

chronic-diseases-should-not-be-forgotten 

“The conflicts of 2019 are likely to see more people dying, not from bullets or starvation, but from 
chronic conditions such as cancer, asthma or heart disease.” 

“…Close cooperation between humanitarian agencies, development organizations and governments 
will be required to manage chronic illness sustainably in protracted crises. The World Health 
Organization is promoting joint planning and programming between sectors to improve access. 
However, the cost of managing chronic needs for long periods is significant, and who pays for long-
term care (the cost of which exceeds humanitarian budgets) in conflict settings is not clear. 
Momentum around chronic diseases in the wider global health world has not yet reached those 
living in conflict, who are still being ‘left behind’ from progress towards universal health coverage 
and other UN Sustainable Development Goals. Within the biggest ongoing conflicts, chronic 
diseases receive the least attention but represent one of the most important health issues for 
populations. To save lives and prevent further suffering, they must become more of a priority.” 

https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2018-11-16/fda-vape-regulations-are-too-timid?srnd=opinion
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2018-11-16/fda-vape-regulations-are-too-timid?srnd=opinion
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm625884.htm
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-11-15/vaping-surge-pushes-fda-to-move-ahead-with-e-cigarette-curbs?srnd=premium
https://www.chathamhouse.org/expert/comment/amid-trauma-war-chronic-diseases-should-not-be-forgotten
https://www.chathamhouse.org/expert/comment/amid-trauma-war-chronic-diseases-should-not-be-forgotten
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Panel suggests higher sin tax on tobacco, alcohol  
 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/67170586.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&ut
m_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst  

Interesting news from India: “The Niti Aayog has proposed a series of tough measures, including 
higher taxes on tobacco, alcohol and unhealthy foods …, increased public health spending and 
creation of public health and management cadre in states to revamp the country’s public and 
preventive health system…” 
 

Sexual & Reproductive / maternal, neonatal & child 
health 

IPPF - 31 countries and 49 healthcare projects worldwide are 
affected by the Global Gag Rule 

https://www.ippf.org/global-gag-rule 

Good resource on the impact of the Global Gag Rule.  (check out the world map) 

For a related link, see 'People will end up dying': Trump's cuts devastate clinics in Zambia (Guardian) 

“Teen pregnancies are soaring and HIV care has stalled in rural communities hit by ‘global gag’ 
funding cuts.” 

Science Speaks – Planned Parenthood “Global Gag Rule” 
report is latest to diverge sharply from State Department 
assessment that policy does no harm 

https://sciencespeaksblog.org/2019/01/23/planned-parenthood-global-gag-rule-is-latest-to-diverge-
sharply-from-state-department-assessment-that-policy-does-no-harm/  

“Drawing on previously published findings and on-the-ground interviews, a report from Planned 
Parenthood details damage to global health gains, including in closed programs, weakened civil 
society, divided communities, and squandered local training, as well as direct impacts to public and 
individual health from the policy introduced by the Trump administration two years ago called 
“Protecting Life in Global Health Assistance.”…” 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/67170586.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/67170586.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
https://www.ippf.org/global-gag-rule
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/jan/21/trump-cuts-devastate-clinics-zambia
https://sciencespeaksblog.org/2019/01/23/planned-parenthood-global-gag-rule-is-latest-to-diverge-sharply-from-state-department-assessment-that-policy-does-no-harm/
https://sciencespeaksblog.org/2019/01/23/planned-parenthood-global-gag-rule-is-latest-to-diverge-sharply-from-state-department-assessment-that-policy-does-no-harm/
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/uploads/filer_public/81/9d/819d9000-5350-4ea3-b699-1f12d59ec67f/181231-ggr-d09.pdf
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Valerie Huber’s New Role at HHS Could Bring Abstinence-
Only Agenda to Global Policy 

https://rewire.news/article/2019/01/23/huber-new-role-hhs-could-bring-abstinence-only-agenda-
global-policy/  

“Abstinence-only proponent Valerie Huber will move to a new position in the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services’ (HHS) Office of Global Affairs, worrying reproductive health advocates 
and experts who believe she could push her agenda into the global arena….” 

BMJ Feature – Sex workers’ health: international evidence on 
the law’s impact 

https://www.bmj.com/content/364/bmj.l343  

“The authors of a new systematic review say that criminalising sex workers is bad for their health 
and that full decriminalisation is the healthiest option. Others maintain that people buying sex 
should be prosecuted. Sally Howard reports. “ 

“Criminalisation of sex work is linked to “extensive harms” among sex workers, concludes a 
systematic review of the evidence in 33 countries from 1990 to 2018. Its authors say that the review, 
published in PLOS Medicine, is the first to consider sex workers’ health and safety and their access to 
health and social services. The research is timely because of global political interest in new legal 
models of full decriminalisation and of criminalising people who pay for sex, said coauthors Lucy Platt 
and Pippa Grenfell of the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, launching the research in 
London in December….” 

Lancet Global Health – Trends in infant mortality in 
Venezuela between 1985 and 2016: a systematic analysis of 
demographic data 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(18)30479-0/fulltext  

See the press release: 

“Estimates suggest that humanitarian crisis in Venezuela may have undone 18 years of progress in 
infant mortality” 

“Between the 1950s and 2000s, Venezuela experienced a significant decline in infant mortality. 
Estimates using new data suggest that this 50-year trend may have been reversed by the recent 
economic crisis and increases in infectious and parasitic diseases. 

https://rewire.news/article/2019/01/23/huber-new-role-hhs-could-bring-abstinence-only-agenda-global-policy/
https://rewire.news/article/2019/01/23/huber-new-role-hhs-could-bring-abstinence-only-agenda-global-policy/
https://www.bmj.com/content/364/bmj.l343
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(18)30479-0/fulltext
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A new observational study published in The Lancet Global Health journal estimates that infant 
mortality rates in Venezuela may have stopped decreasing and started increasing in 2009 – around 
the time funding for the Venezuelan health system started to be substantially reduced. The 
researchers estimate that, by 2016, the infant mortality rate was 21.1 deaths per 1000 livebirths, 
which is 1.4 times the rate in 2008 (15.0 deaths per 1000 livebirths), and equivalent to the rate 
recorded in the late 1990s, meaning 18 years of progress may have been lost….” 
 

Since 2016, as you know, things haven’t exactly improved in Venezuela… (see also the latest news 
coming from the country).  

For the related Lancet Global Health Comment, see Preventable losses: infant mortality increases in 
Venezuela  (by Chris Beyrer et al). 

Miscellaneous 

Guardian - Wellcome Trust could become first big employer 
to launch four-day week 

https://www.theguardian.com/money/2019/jan/18/tgi-thursday-major-uk-employer-mulls-four-

day-week?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other  

Very interesting news from last week.  “The Wellcome Trust is considering moving all of its 800 head 
office staff to a four-day week in a bid to boost productivity and improve work-life balance….” 

Science – Scientific societies worry about threat from Plan S 

http://science.sciencemag.org/content/363/6425/332  

“Loss of subscription fees could mean having to cut services or sell journals to commercial 
publishers.” 

BBC - Research body to fund humanitarian efforts 

https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-46958675 

“Britain's new research agency has announced it will spend £279m on new non-EU international 
collaborations. The bulk of the money will go towards projects with scientists in developing 
countries to support humanitarian efforts. But critics say that political priorities may be being 
funded at the potential cost of "blue skies" study….” 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(19)30013-0/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(19)30013-0/fulltext
https://www.theguardian.com/money/2019/jan/18/tgi-thursday-major-uk-employer-mulls-four-day-week?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.theguardian.com/money/2019/jan/18/tgi-thursday-major-uk-employer-mulls-four-day-week?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/363/6425/332
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-46958675
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Guardian - 'The goal is to automate us': welcome to the age of 
surveillance capitalism 

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2019/jan/20/shoshana-zuboff-age-of-surveillance-

capitalism-google-facebook?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Kopi%C3%ABren_naar_klembord  

Review of the latest “must-read” book, ‘The Age of Surveillance Capitalism’, by S Zuboff.  

“Shoshana Zuboff’s new book is a chilling exposé of the business model that underpins the digital 
world. Observer tech columnist John Naughton explains the importance of Zuboff’s work and asks 
the author 10 key questions.” 

“…She points out that while most of us think that we are dealing merely with algorithmic 
inscrutability, in fact what confronts us is the latest phase in capitalism’s long evolution – from the 
making of products, to mass production, to managerial capitalism, to services, to financial 
capitalism, and now to the exploitation of behavioural predictions covertly derived from the 
surveillance of users… … The combination of state surveillance and its capitalist counterpart means 
that digital technology is separating the citizens in all societies into two groups: the watchers 
(invisible, unknown and unaccountable) and the watched. This has profound consequences for 
democracy because asymmetry of knowledge translates into asymmetries of power. But whereas 
most democratic societies have at least some degree of oversight of state surveillance, we currently 
have almost no regulatory oversight of its privatised counterpart. This is intolerable…” 

LSE Impact blog – The Academic conference is an 
underexploited space for stimulating policy impact 

Sarah Foxen ; http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2018/09/24/the-academic-conference-

is-an-underexploited-space-for-stimulating-policy-impact/ 

“Despite often having an explicit policy focus, many academic conferences fail to produce policy 
briefs or even promote papers that are accessible to those working in policy. Sarah Foxen highlights 
the rich potential of academic conferences as fantastic sites at which to stimulate and facilitate 
policy impact, collecting all the academic and policy experts on a topic together in the same place at 
the same time and offering opportunities for skills development. Some simple suggestions, such as 
having policy-focused panels and sessions and producing summaries of the policy-relevant points 
emerging from them, can quickly help academic conferences become more policy-impact-friendly.” 

Devex - Turmoil for international aid groups in Burundi over 
ethnic quotas 

https://www.devex.com/news/turmoil-for-international-aid-groups-in-burundi-over-ethnic-quotas-

94125  

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2019/jan/20/shoshana-zuboff-age-of-surveillance-capitalism-google-facebook?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Kopi%C3%ABren_naar_klembord
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2019/jan/20/shoshana-zuboff-age-of-surveillance-capitalism-google-facebook?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Kopi%C3%ABren_naar_klembord
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2018/09/24/the-academic-conference-is-an-underexploited-space-for-stimulating-policy-impact/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2018/09/24/the-academic-conference-is-an-underexploited-space-for-stimulating-policy-impact/
https://www.devex.com/news/turmoil-for-international-aid-groups-in-burundi-over-ethnic-quotas-94125
https://www.devex.com/news/turmoil-for-international-aid-groups-in-burundi-over-ethnic-quotas-94125


 

52 
 

“A new requirement to share staff ethnicity data with authorities has left international NGOs in 
Burundi with a difficult decision. While some are complying, others have closed their doors.” 

FT Health (special report): Future of Research & 
Development  

https://www.ft.com/reports/future-research-development  

“From genome-editing and digital surgery to the make-up of clinical trials and Cambridge’s future as 
a UK research hub, FT writers look at the latest in health research and development.” 

New UN bullying report calls for ‘safe, inclusive’ schools for 
all children 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/01/1031052 

“The emotional and physical pain brought on by bullying can be excruciating, yet this behavior 
continues to abound in schools globally, according to a new report by the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) that is calling for all children to have 
access to a "safe, inclusive” learning environment. UNESCO’s report, Behind the numbers: ending 
school violence and bullying, released on Tuesday at the 2019 Education World Forum in London, 
reveals that nearly one-in-three boys and girls have been bullied at least once at school over the 
last month, and a similar proportion have been affected by physical violence. Overall, says the 
report, physical bullying is the biggest problem in most regions, but in North America and Europe, 
psychological bullying is the most common, followed by sexually-related bullying….” 

 

And a quick link, from Oxfam’s Duncan Green’s blog: How has Oxfam’s approach to Influencing 
evolved over the last 75 years? New paper 

“Oxfam has just published a  reflection on how its approach to ‘influencing’ has evolved since its 
foundation in 1942. Written by Ruth Mayne, Chris Stalker, Andrew Wells-Dang and Rodrigo 
Barahona, it’s stuffed full of enlightening case studies and should be of interest to anyone who wants 
to understand how INGOs developed their current interest in advocacy, lobbying, campaigns etc….” 

Emerging Voices 

This week EV board elections are taking place for three regions. Check out the profiles & proposals 
of the candidates here: http://www.ev4gh.net/ev-2019-elections/  

https://www.ft.com/reports/future-research-development
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/01/1031052
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000366483
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000366483
https://oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/how-has-oxfams-approach-to-influencing-evolved-over-the-last-75-years-new-paper/
https://oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/how-has-oxfams-approach-to-influencing-evolved-over-the-last-75-years-new-paper/
https://policy-practice.oxfam.org.uk/publications/influencing-to-tackle-poverty-and-injustice-learning-from-the-past-looking-to-t-620610
http://www.ev4gh.net/ev-2019-elections/
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Research  

Decolonising research methodologies: lessons from a 
qualitative research project, Cape Town, South Africa 

M J Keikelame, L Swartz et al ; 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/16549716.2018.1561175   

The title sums it up quite well. 

“…We used an African lens to critically reflect upon some issues raised from individual interviews and 
focus group discussions with our participants which we deem to be important for consideration in a 
decolonising research process. The major issues that we raise are about important structures such as 
power, trust, cultural competence, respectful and legitimate research practice and recognition of 
individual and communities’ health assets in a decolonising research process….” 

Global Social Policy - Regulation by visibility: New forms of 
global social governance 

J Drubel;  https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1468018118820732  

“Nation states, networks and international organisations provide huge amounts of quantified 
information on all fields of international politics. This is done in an effort to regulate them. Besides 
the increase of numbers, recently, pictures emerge as visual practices of regulations. Parts of the 
political effort of the International Labour Organization (ILO) to abolish forced labour build a valuable 
example. The ILO publishes both estimates on forced labour and Global Reports. In addition, 
illustrated narrations on how a person is trapped in forced labour are provided at its website. 
Hence, the decent work discourse on regulating forced labour as a Core Labour Standard (CLS) no 
longer exclusively draws on texts, but increasingly includes image representations. Thus, the article 
asks how quantitative knowledge on forced labour is produced and visualised as a mode of 
regulative governance. In order to understand the content of the ILO’s discursive regulative 
governance, its strategic alignment and to infer on its possible strengths or weaknesses, discursive 
and pictographic practices are made accessible.” 
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