
 

1 
 

IHP news 489  :    UNGA 73 kicks off 

( 21 September 2018)     

The weekly International Health Policies (IHP) newsletter is an initiative of the Health Policy unit at the 
Institute of Tropical Medicine in Antwerp, Belgium.  

Dear Colleagues, 

With the Liverpool HSR symposium, themed “Advancing health systems for all in the SDG era” now 
fast approaching, it’s safe to say we all already agree on at least one thing: our era is one of huge 
changes, some positive, others downright scary. Below just a few examples of the massive shifts 
we’re facing in the years and decades ahead.  

Who would have thought, that less than 10 years after ‘Prosperity without Growth’ (Tim Jackson), 
some of the post-growth thinking is (already)  making inroads in the  European parliament  and at 
least part of public opinion? True, we’re nowhere near a majority on this, and time is unfortunately 
not on our side, but soon, I hope (I’m a firm believer in self-fulfilling prophecies), a critical mass of 
people will believe, like Jackson, that “Children don't keep growing, and neither does the planet & its 
ecosystems. Growth delivered great things but the dark side of it is taking over.” Star Wars fans will 
surely agree. Another quote from Jackson this week, catering less to Star Wars fans perhaps: “ 
Secular stagnation is emerging as the strongest reason for thinking about a post-growth economy... 
Rising inequality is a recipe for instability, not just in economic terms, but also in political terms." We 
know a thing or two about that now in Europe (and the US). And yes, this cannot just remain a 
European (or even Northern) conversation, as economist Paul De Grauwe (not a post-growth fan) 
rightly pointed out that for the time being, “it appears the rest of the world wants to keep growing to 
reach a European consumption level”. And who could blame them? Still, even if (more) growth is 
indeed needed in many parts of the world, certainly in LICs, this should not remain an isolated 
European debate (with a touch of Latin American “buen vivir” here and there). In many ways, it’s just 
common sense on a finite planet.  And perhaps one of the “Alma Ata 40 years later” conversations 
that should happen in Liverpool. On a darker note, if you thought Big Tobacco, Big Soda and Big Oil 
were already fearsome opponents, you can imagine what the ‘Big Growth’ armada of mainstream 
economists, growth fetishists and other (0.01 %) elites will throw in the way of any sort of 
transformative (and fairer) post-growth thinking & economy.   (PS: I hate to say it, but there’s 
something about many men – call it the economic ‘male gaze’ – that favours growing of companies, 
organisations and countries, ever more. There’s a mini-Trump in many of us. (Don’t know about the 
universality of “mushrooms”, though : )) 

Another encouraging trend then. In spite of the backlash in some corners, every week I also see 
evidence in the media that #MeToo is a very encouraging (and increasingly global) phenomenon & 
movement. I hope that women in many other sectors (like McDonalds staff this week) and women in 
countries all over the globe will feel encouraged to point out they’re indeed “not on the menu”. In 
the slipstream of these sexual harassment discussions, #MeToo also sometimes raises important 
questions on leadership (and leadership styles) in the 21st century. I sometimes have to think of 
that when walking back home in the evening. One of my neighbors has two little dogs. One of them 
is truly a ‘Mad Men’ dog – whenever he sees me, he starts running around in circles like a nutcase, 
rodeo-style, and barking like hell, obviously protecting “his” territory. He even jumps against the 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/sep/16/the-eu-needs-a-stability-and-wellbeing-pact-not-more-growth
https://www.postgrowth2018.eu/
https://www.theguardian.com/fashion/2018/sep/19/donald-trump-mushroom-acceptable-to-laugh
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2018/sep/18/mcdonalds-workers-strike-over-rampant-sexual-harassment
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fence, so angry is he when he sees me coming  (although I’ve never done anything else than just 
walking besides the fence). The other dog, slightly bigger, a “Tao dog”, observes all this frenzy from 
the little dog slightly amused, probably thinking, “why all this chest-thumping, my little friend. If you 
continue like this, you’ll soon catch an NCD or two”. The taller one obviously one doesn’t qualify as a 
‘leader’, note even in dogland, but still, a tad more Tao would do the little one well (while I’m 
brushing up on my barking skills). There must be other ways to protect one’s fief.  

Over to a more negative trend then. When it comes to the so called “SDG era”, worries are 
increasing that this “universal” agenda will be jeopardized by the trade war between the US and 
China, and other simmering conflicts between the two remaining super powers, with at least one 
side currently stuck in ‘zero sum’ thinking, and thus "Moving To Contain the Global Challenge By an 
Ascending China". See for example how USAID more and more  adopts a hard line on China's 
development approach.  The risk becomes very real that instead of a universal SDG (let alone 
planetary health) agenda,  soon we’ll be thinking again in terms of influence spheres. But then again, 
in a way that shouldn’t surprise us too much. Roberto Bissio pointed out recently that 
“Development is conflict”. “…Peace and sustainable development should be mutually reinforcing, 
but at the same time we should not ignore that development implies deep changes in societies and 
those transformations will be resisted by those who benefit from the status quo.”   You can’t really 
transplant this “within country” law to the looming battle between the US & China (and other 
powers), but yes, the SDG era will clearly also be one of conflict, not just of “win-wins…”    

Some final worrying news from a psychologist, related to the rise of Trump & Brexit among others, in 
the Guardian this week:  “when people feel threatened they seem to want ‘tighter’ social norms, 
with profound consequences for politics”. From that angle, in a world with ever more (perceived & 
real) threats, it seems rather important, as Kabir Sheikh pointed out a while ago, that global health 
finds a balance between “fear” and “care”. Hopefully, with emphasis on the latter. For this, it’ll need 
to team up with other progressive forces in the 21st century. If we fail, the “SDG era” will go down in 
history rather differently. More in particular, as “the beginning of the end for the human species”.  

Enjoy your reading. 

Kristof Decoster 

Featured Article 

Unpacking Power and Knowledge in Global Health: some reflections 

from the Emerging Voices 2018 cohort 

Leanne Brady (Health Policy and Systems Division, University of Cape Town), Kenneth Munge (KEMRI 

Wellcome Trust Research Programme), Charles Ssemugabo  (Department of Disease Control and 

Environmental Health, Makerere University School of Public Health) and Ariadna Nebot Ginalt  (QUAMED, 

Quality of Medicines for All) 

 

A distance learning phase forms part of the build-up to the face to face training of the Emerging Voices 
for Global Health (EV4GH) programme in Liverpool. In August, the Emerging Voices 2018 (EV2018) 

http://www.ip-watch.org/2018/09/19/analysis-move-contain-global-challenge-ascending-china-play-escalating-trade-war-washington-beijing/
http://www.ip-watch.org/2018/09/19/analysis-move-contain-global-challenge-ascending-china-play-escalating-trade-war-washington-beijing/
https://www.devex.com/news/usaid-adopts-a-hard-line-on-china-s-development-approach-93453
https://www.devex.com/news/usaid-adopts-a-hard-line-on-china-s-development-approach-93453
http://www.socialwatch.org/node/18126
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/sep/17/science-behind-brexit-vote-trump
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/sep/17/science-behind-brexit-vote-trump
https://theconversation.com/three-ideas-on-how-the-new-who-dg-can-build-health-systems-from-the-bottom-up-78412?utm_content=buffer71244&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
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cohort, working with EV alumni and experts in global health, took part in thematic discussion sessions 
and shared ideas on “Global health in the age of anti-globalisation, anti-solidarity and anti-
evidence”. This led to the question ‘When will discussions about global health truly be global?’ 
highlighting how these discussions still tend to centre around views and perspectives from the global 
north. At the heart of the discussion that followed, was the asymmetry of power and knowledge in 
global health, and this editorial shares some of those key ideas.  

Ndlovo-Gatsheni, a professor from the global south in the field of Development Studies asks the 
question: “Why decoloniality in the 21st century?”.  We unpack what this question could mean for 
global health today.  

What is decoloniality?  

When a country gains independence from a colonial power, it does not mean that all the effects of 
colonialism automatically disappear.  Coloniality is the condition that survives beyond the period of 
colonialism.  Where decolonisation describes the process through which direct colonial rule was 
withdrawn, decoloniality is a political, epistemological and economic liberation project aimed at 
dislodging coloniality and its manifestations including the coloniality of power, and the coloniality of 
knowledge.  

Global health and coloniality of power 

Asymmetrical power relationships still exist between actors from the global north and global south. In 
global health research, control of economic resources has often meant that those who hold the funds, 
get to set the agenda.  This pattern was echoed in remarks made by Ghanaian President Akufo-Addo 
to the French President Emmanuel Macron at a press conference in December 2017 where Akufo-
Addo outlines how and why African countries need to set their national health agenda (irrespective of 
the origins of economic resources) in order to “Build a Ghana beyond aid” .  

However, it’s not all about economic power, and while this is often easiest to see (and measure), other 
power asymmetries (for example along gender, race, class, ethnic, age, disability, sexual orientation, 
and religious lines) also play out between, and within global north and global south contexts.  While 
patriarchy pre-dates colonialism, an example of how the power asymmetries in gender are starting to 
shift is demonstrated by the fact that we see far fewer ‘manels’ (all male panels) in our global health 
conferences.  Importantly, we need to acknowledge that patterns of asymmetrical power play out in 
many complex ways, and this requires us to take a more intersectional approach to understanding 
(and disrupting) patterns of power in global health.  

Global health and coloniality of knowledge 

The patterns of knowledge production, and what knowledge is seen as a legitimate way of 
understanding the world is key in thinking about the coloniality of knowledge.  In global health we see 
the manifestations of this as some forms of research are posited as more legitimate than others, for 
example, the idea of the randomised controlled trial being the ‘gold standard’ in hierarchy of evidence, 
or the failure to recognise the value of social science perspectives in a field often dominated by clinical, 
biomedical and epidemiological knowledge.   

Another example is the authorship patterns we see in many global health partnerships dubbed as  
‘safari research’ where low- and middle-income-country researchers are recruited but have minimum 
involvement in studies driven by high-income-country authors. This has significant consequences and 
influences what research questions are prioritised and why.  

http://www.thethinker.co.za/resources/48%20Thinker%20full%20mag.pdf
http://uir.unisa.ac.za/bitstream/handle/10500/8548/Inugural%20lecture-16%20October%202012.pdf.pdf?sequence=1
http://uir.unisa.ac.za/bitstream/handle/10500/8548/Inugural%20lecture-16%20October%202012.pdf.pdf?sequence=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YmR2n6ryQvg
http://www.postkolonial.dk/artikler/kult_6/GROSFOGUEL.pdf
http://www.postkolonial.dk/artikler/kult_6/GROSFOGUEL.pdf
https://books.google.co.za/books?id=mTJK3LjpiLIC&pg=PA155&lpg=PA155&dq=patriarchy+pre-dates+colonialism&source=bl&ots=nXt0I_fEC_&sig=yz4La7RrJAIwAr322i76O4TVCes&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjpyN39-sbdAhVCLMAKHb5jDWUQ6AEwAXoECAkQAQ#v=onepage&q=patriarchy%
http://www.internationalhealthpolicies.org/gender-in-global-health-where-are-the-men/
https://academic.oup.com/heapol/article/31/8/964/2198131
https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1001079
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15461820
https://www.clinicalkey.com/#!/content/playContent/1-s2.0-S2214109X17304977?returnurl=https:%2F%2Flinkinghub.elsevier.com%2Fretrieve%2Fpii%2FS2214109X17304977%3Fshowall%3Dtrue&referrer=https:%2F%2Fwww.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov%2F&scrollTo=%23bib1
https://www.clinicalkey.com/#!/content/playContent/1-s2.0-S2214109X17304977?returnurl=https:%2F%2Flinkinghub.elsevier.com%2Fretrieve%2Fpii%2FS2214109X17304977%3Fshowall%3Dtrue&referrer=https:%2F%2Fwww.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov%2F&scrollTo=%23bib1
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A Decolonial Approach to Global Health 

Reflecting on the coloniality of power and knowledge allows for a critical questioning of existing 
structures in global health.  

Importantly, the next step should not be a fundamentalist rejection of all things modern or European 
or Western.  Equally, we must be wary of false binaries (between the global north and global south) 
that are reductionist or over-simplifications of the very complex ways in which power affects these 
relationships.  Rather, a more nuanced approach is needed, one that recognises that these inequalities 
are bad for all of us, and cannot be separated from the broader political economy of global health 
systems.  Importantly, there is a role for actors from both the global south and the global north to 
actively participate in the decolonial project to disrupt power and knowledge asymmetries. 

Some may say these asymmetrical patterns of power are inevitable while the majority of the funding 
still comes from the global north. Could power relationships in research partnerships between the 
global south and north be more equal? Could research consortia be structured differently? Are more 
horizontal, equal partnerships with true co-production of research possible irrespective of where the 
research funding comes from? We would argue that the answer is yes.  

This could mean, for example, that research partnerships between the global south and north address 
power imbalances ensuring that resources are allocated to joint sessions allowing for the co-
development of research ideas.  Research partnerships should be structured to address power 
asymmetry moving away from models where fund holders in the global north make resource 
allocation decisions, and ultimately set the research agenda.  Importantly, this would also require a 
shift in the mindset of funders, as they would need to value (and fund) the time required to co-develop 
ideas. The decoloniality of knowledge requires researchers (and funders) to recognise the 
multiplicities of knowledge through work which moves forward the epistemologies of the south.  

Finally, we are not merely theorising about a possible future here, but arguing that our generation 
“must mobilise itself and confront present structural agential sources of social injustices, asymmetrical 
power structures, patriarchal ideologies, logics of capitalist exploitation, resilient imperial/colonial 
reason, and racist articulations and practices” 

As EVs from the global south, we intend to do just that.  

 

Highlights of the week 

UNGA 73 - 73rd session of the UN General Assembly  (18 Sept- 
5 Oct, New York) 

http://sdg.iisd.org/events/73rd-session-of-the-un-general-assembly/  

The 73rd session of the UN General Assembly (UNGA 73) opened on 18 September 2018. “The first 
day of the high-level General Debate will be Tuesday, 25 September 2018, and is scheduled to last 
for nine working days. … … The theme of the general debate will be, ‘Making the United Nations 

http://uir.unisa.ac.za/bitstream/handle/10500/8548/Inugural%20lecture-16%20October%202012.pdf.pdf?sequence=1
http://uir.unisa.ac.za/bitstream/handle/10500/8548/Inugural%20lecture-16%20October%202012.pdf.pdf?sequence=1
http://unescochair-cbrsr.org/pdf/resource/Epistemologies_of_the_South.pdf
https://www.up.ac.za/media/shared/85/Strategic%20Review/Vol36(2)/13ndlovu-gatsheni-pp-181-202.zp39585.pdf
https://www.up.ac.za/media/shared/85/Strategic%20Review/Vol36(2)/13ndlovu-gatsheni-pp-181-202.zp39585.pdf
https://www.up.ac.za/media/shared/85/Strategic%20Review/Vol36(2)/13ndlovu-gatsheni-pp-181-202.zp39585.pdf
http://sdg.iisd.org/events/73rd-session-of-the-un-general-assembly/
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Relevant to All People: Global Leadership and Shared Responsibilities for Peaceful, Equitable and 
Sustainable Societies.’  Next week is also Global Goals week.  

See IISD - UNGA Transitions from 72nd to 73rd Session, Takes on Seven Priority Themes  

“…UNGA 73 President Maria Fernanda Espinosa Garces outlined seven priority themes for the session, 
to: promote gender equality; promote and implement new global compacts on migration and refugees; 
highlight innovative thinking around the future of work; effort to protect the environment, particularly 
plastics pollution; raise awareness on persons with disabilities; implement the reform of the UN 
system; and promote peace.” 

Devex – 5 stories to watch during the UN General Assembly in New York 

https://www.devex.com/news/5-stories-to-watch-during-the-un-general-assembly-in-new-york-
93463  

They are: 1. Can Bill Gates lead a human capital revolution? (see below – GoalKeepers report: “The 
Gates Foundation explains in the report how investments in human capital — in areas such as health, 
education, and agriculture — can turn the youth bulge from a challenge into an opportunity.”. 2. Will 
Wall Street come to Turtle Bay? 3. Real progress or empty promises on SDGs? 4. Will underfunded 
diseases get an UNGA boost? 5. And then of course, what will The Donald do?  

As for UN SG Guterres, the UN chief seeks ‘renewed commitment’ to global rules and values, as 
world leaders head to New York   (UN News)  Do check out his other priorities at UNGA 73. 

It’s clear that the global health community, besides on the ‘human capital revolution’, will focus first 
and foremost on the TB & NCD High-Level meetings scheduled for next week. More on them below. 
But there’ll be much more global health news next week – among others from Bloomberg’s Global 
Business Forum, Jupiter’s One Planet Summit, … 

Final drafts political declarations TB & NCDs are available now 

HPW - UN Negotiated Deal On Tuberculosis Declaration Stands 

https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/un-negotiated-deal-on-tuberculosis-declaration-stands/ 

“The negotiated deal over the language of the United Nations political declaration on tuberculosis, a 
landmark in the fight against TB, has been maintained by member states and finalised on 14 
September, marking the end of intense negotiations over language on access to medicines in the 
document. … … The final version of the text could be stronger on commitments to promote access to 
medicines, but it is important that a deal has been reached, and there is room for improvement, 
according to civil society groups. … … This political declaration details the agreed-upon targets and 
commitments that will guide member state action on TB until 2022, and will be adopted by states 
next week on 26 September at the High-Level Meeting on the Fight to End Tuberculosis at the United 
Nations in New York.” 

For the final political declaration draft on TB, see “United to End Tuberculosis: An rgent Global 
Response”  

http://sdg.iisd.org/news/unga-transitions-from-72nd-to-73rd-session-undertakes-seven-priority-themes/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2018-09-20%20-%20SDG%20Update%20AE&utm_content=2018-09-20%20-%20SDG%20Update%20AE+CID_20f0e59907d254b9685c6332fcf19e58&utm_source=cm&utm_term=UNGA%20Transitions%20from%2072nd%20to%2073rd%20Session%20Takes%20on%20Seven%20Priority%20Themes
https://www.devex.com/news/5-stories-to-watch-during-the-un-general-assembly-in-new-york-93463
https://www.devex.com/news/5-stories-to-watch-during-the-un-general-assembly-in-new-york-93463
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/09/1019962
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/09/1019962
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/un-negotiated-deal-on-tuberculosis-declaration-stands/
https://www.un.org/pga/72/event-latest/fight-to-end-tuberculosis/
https://www.un.org/pga/72/wp-content/uploads/sites/51/2018/09/Co-facilitators-Revised-text-Political-Declaraion-on-the-Fight-against-Tuberculosis.pdf
https://www.un.org/pga/72/wp-content/uploads/sites/51/2018/09/Co-facilitators-Revised-text-Political-Declaraion-on-the-Fight-against-Tuberculosis.pdf
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IP-Watch – UN Declaration On Noncommunicable Diseases Upholds 
Intellectual Property Flexibilities 

http://www.ip-watch.org/2018/09/19/un-declaration-noncommunicable-diseases-upholds-

intellectual-property-flexibilities/  

(gated) “After weeks of uncertainty among civil society organisations as to whether or not the United 
Nations political declaration on noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) would uphold language on 
intellectual property flexibilities for affordable access to medicines, the document was finalised today 
with even stronger language affirming the use of these flexibilities.” 

For the final draft political declaration on NCDs, see TIME TO DELIVER: Accelerating our response to 
address NCDs for the health and well-being of present and future generations.   

 

Analysis, Comments & reports linked to the HL meetings on TB & NCDs 

 

Ahead of the TB High-Level Meeting  (scheduled for 26 Sept) 

 

WHO annual report on TB - WHO calls for urgent action to end TB 

http://www.who.int/news-room/detail/18-09-2018-who-calls-for-urgent-action-to-end-tb 

“…WHO’s 2018 Global TB report, released in New York, calls for an unprecedented mobilization of 
national and international commitments. It urges political leaders gathering next week for the first-
ever United Nations High-level Meeting on TB to take decisive action, building on recent moves by the 
leaders of India, the Russian Federation, Rwanda, and South Africa. Nearly 50 Heads of State and 
Government are expected to attend the meeting….” 

See also UN News -   UN tuberculosis summit ‘historic opportunity’ to put response ‘back on track’: 
new WHO report.  

“Countries are not doing enough to end tuberculosis – the world’s deadliest infectious disease – by 
2030, warned the World Health Organization (WHO) on Tuesday, at the release of the latest Global 
Tuberculosis Report. The report shows that worldwide, tuberculosis (TB) cases are falling too slowly 
to meet the targets set by WHO’s End TB Strategy….” 

Devex - Scant improvement on TB underscores need for urgent actions, say campaigners 

J Ravelo; https://www.devex.com/news/scant-improvement-on-tb-underscores-need-for-urgent-
actions-say-campaigners-93460  

http://www.ip-watch.org/2018/09/19/un-declaration-noncommunicable-diseases-upholds-intellectual-property-flexibilities/
http://www.ip-watch.org/2018/09/19/un-declaration-noncommunicable-diseases-upholds-intellectual-property-flexibilities/
https://www.keionline.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/18sept-ncd-resolution.pdf
https://www.keionline.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/18sept-ncd-resolution.pdf
http://www.who.int/news-room/detail/18-09-2018-who-calls-for-urgent-action-to-end-tb
http://www.who.int/tb/publications/global_report/en/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/09/1019662
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/09/1019662
https://www.devex.com/news/scant-improvement-on-tb-underscores-need-for-urgent-actions-say-campaigners-93460
https://www.devex.com/news/scant-improvement-on-tb-underscores-need-for-urgent-actions-say-campaigners-93460
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Recommend analysis. 

“…Members of the TB community expressed disappointment over the latest figures, noting that 
the numbers have not changed much over the past five years, and have asked leaders to take next 
week’s opportunity to reverse the trend by testing and treating more people, and in mobilizing 
sufficient funds for TB research and development of new drugs, diagnostics and vaccines. … … In the 
lead up to the meeting, TB stakeholders and communities have put forward key asks to heads of 
states and governments. These include specific commitments to diagnose and treat 40 million 
people by 2022; remove discriminatory laws against people suffering from TB; speedy uptake of new 
tools including using the World Trade Organization’s Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of 
Intellectual Property Rights flexibilities; to double current funding for TB to reach $13 billion annually 
by 2022; increase funding for TB research; and to convene a follow up high-level meeting on TB in 
2023. Many of these “asks” made it to the final draft of the political declaration on TB for the high-
level meeting, but not all. These included, for instance, specific commitments to introduce a short, 
oral cure for TB and its drug-resistant forms by 2028, and affordable point-of-care TB diagnostics 
that can identify new infections and drug-resistant strains by 2025….” 

“…But stakeholders still face a dilemma. For months, they’ve been rallying world leaders to attend 
the summit, as a means to ensure the highest level of political support from countries. However, to 
date, it appears no more than 50 heads of states have agreed to participate. And as per the initial 
list by Stop TB Partnership, only 15 leaders of the 30 high-burden countries are represented. South 
Africa President Cyril Ramaphosa is the only one attending among BRICS countries, which cover 
more than 40 percent of the global TB disease burden, including 50 percent of drug-resistant TB.” 

Lancet Global Health (Comment) - Message to world leaders: we cannot end tuberculosis without 

addressing the social and economic burden of the disease 

P B Shete et al; https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(18)30378-

4/fulltext  

“In September 2018, the UN will convene a High-Level Meeting (HLM) to ensure that Heads of States 
and Governments commit to ending this epidemic. This meeting provides a unique opportunity to 
underscore the importance of social protection interventions in ending tuberculosis. Here, we 
present compelling evidence for why such interventions represent a critical investment for high-
burden countries and global partners.” 

“…In summary, to capitalise on the political opportunity that the HLM presents, the tuberculosis 
community must emphasise to Heads of States and Governments how a successful response to the 
epidemic needs to extend beyond biomedical solutions, and address all patient barriers to 
tuberculosis prevention and care. Further, by integrating social protection with tuberculosis care, 
we can model multisectoral approaches in policy, programme, and research that can be used to 
achieve disease elimination and simultaneously improve economic and development outcomes for 
the world's most vulnerable populations.” 

Open Letter MSF to J&J: Calling for affordable access to critical TB drug bedaquiline 

https://msfaccess.org/open-letter-jj-calling-affordable-access-critical-tb-drug-bedaquiline  

http://www.stoptb.org/assets/documents/global/advocacy/KEYASKS.PDF
https://www.un.org/pga/72/wp-content/uploads/sites/51/2018/09/Co-facilitators-Revised-text-Political-Declaraion-on-the-Fight-against-Tuberculosis.pdf
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(18)30378-4/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(18)30378-4/fulltext
https://msfaccess.org/open-letter-jj-calling-affordable-access-critical-tb-drug-bedaquiline
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Must-read. Or rather a “must-shout” (to J&J).   “MSF sent an open letter to Johnson & Johnson urging 
the pharmaceutical corporation to take action so that countries can access an affordable and 
sustainable supply of the critical drug bedaquiline, used to treat multidrug-resistant tuberculosis 
(MDR-TB). 

Ahead of the NCD HL meeting  (scheduled for 27 September) 

http://www.who.int/ncds/governance/third-un-meeting/en/  

Program + concept note: https://www.un.org/pga/72/wp-content/uploads/sites/51/2018/09/NCD-

17-September.pdf  

NCD Alliance statement of concern: "Draft Political Declaration for UN High-Level Meeting on 

NCDs lacks strength and ambition required to avoid a preventable global health crisis". 

https://enoughncds.com/draft-political-declaration/?goal=0_1750ef6b4b-966556cf7f-64397109  

From early August, but still very valid…  

The declaration is very weak on STAXX for example. On a more positive note, I’m happy to see 
mental health finally included in the global NCD agenda. 

HPW - United Nations Meeting On Noncommunicable Diseases: “A Make Or Break Moment” 

https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/united-nations-meeting-on-noncommunicable-diseases-a-
make-or-break-moment/  

“After falling short of achieving commitments made at the first and second United Nations high-level 
meetings on noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) in recent years, the third high-level meeting on NCDs 
taking place next week presents an opportunity for world leaders to either step up their response, 
or risk falling further behind, according to stakeholders. The Third UN High-Level Meeting on Non-
Communicable Diseases will take place on 27 September at UN headquarters in New York. At the 
meeting, world leaders – in the company of celebrities and business luminaries – will review 
progress since the previous high-level meetings, and will renew commitments to respond to the 
global NCD epidemic.” 

Health Policy Watch reached out to the NCD Alliance, a global network of NCD stakeholders, for 
their perspective on the NCD high-level meeting and the NCD declaration, and received written 
responses from Katie Dain, CEO of NCD Alliance. 

“This is a make or break moment,” Dain said. At a time when addressing NCDs requires an 
“ambitious document” to “reinvigorate the global NCD response,” according to Dain, “the Political 
Declaration that will be adopted by world leaders is overall, largely under-ambitious, non-committal 
and lacks teeth. What is needed is commitments to action – and to resources – to reach the targets 
already set by global leaders for 2025 and 2030. The Political Declaration will fall a long way short 

http://www.who.int/ncds/governance/third-un-meeting/en/
https://www.un.org/pga/72/wp-content/uploads/sites/51/2018/09/NCD-17-September.pdf
https://www.un.org/pga/72/wp-content/uploads/sites/51/2018/09/NCD-17-September.pdf
https://enoughncds.com/draft-political-declaration/?goal=0_1750ef6b4b-966556cf7f-64397109
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/united-nations-meeting-on-noncommunicable-diseases-a-make-or-break-moment/
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/united-nations-meeting-on-noncommunicable-diseases-a-make-or-break-moment/
https://www.un.org/pga/72/event-latest/prevention-of-non-communicable-diseases/
https://www.un.org/pga/72/event-latest/prevention-of-non-communicable-diseases/
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of getting the world closer to those goals,” she said, noting that the NCD declaration does not 
include any “specific commitment or targets on addressing the global resource gap.” 

For a short assessment of pros & cons of the Declaration by the World Cancer Research Fund 
International, see  here.  They also see significant weaknesses in the current declaration. 

 

Some other comments (via tweet), and other upcoming NCD related UNGA news:  

Menno van Hilten - “It’s great to see 13 new commitments from Heads of State and Government to 
intensify their efforts to put countries on a path to attain #SDGs 3.3 on #NCDs. If implemented by 
all countries, will already save 10 million lives by 2025.” 

“Mon 24 Sep at 9AM (Geneva Time): @WHO will release the 194 #NCDs Country Profiles 2018 in 
preparation for #HLM3 #NCDs” 

“We all want countries to develop their own national investment case for #NCDs, calculate RoIs, 
and how many lives will be saved if the @WHO Best Buys are implemented. We will launch a tool on 
Wed 26 Sep at 7PM to help countries do that.”    Cfr: new NCDs portal – “Saving lives, spending 
less” 

The Lancet - NCD Countdown 2030 

https://www.thelancet.com/NCD-Countdown-

2030?utm_campaign=tlwncdCD18&utm_source=carousel  

“NCD Countdown 2030 is a collaborative effort from WHO, NCD Alliance, Imperial College, and The 
Lancet that provides an independent mechanism for countries to monitor their progress toward the 
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) target 3.4—a 30% reduction in premature mortality in people 
aged 30–70 years from the four major non-communicable diseases (NCDs; cardiovascular disease, 
cancer, chronic respiratory disease, and diabetes)….” 

“Globally, fewer than half of the 186 countries included in the analysis are on track to meet the 
target at all, with only 35 countries for women and 30 countries for men on track to achieve the 30% 
reduction by 2030. In the spirit of the SGDs to leave no one behind, NCD Countdown 2030 also 
expands the analysis of NCD-associated mortality to include all individuals under the age of 80 
years and to consider all NCDs. When the target is expanded beyond the big four NCDs even fewer 
countries are likely to achieve a 30% reduction, further highlighting the need for countries to be held 
accountable to their commitments to the SDGs….” 

Very timely analysis ahead of the third UN High-Level Meeting on NCDs (27 Sept), obviously. It’s 

the 1st report from NCD Countdown 2030. 

https://www.wcrf.org/int/latest/news-updates/political-declaration-un-high-level-meeting-ncds-be-signed-governments-next
https://twitter.com/hashtag/SDGs?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/NCDs?src=hash
https://twitter.com/WHO
https://twitter.com/hashtag/NCDs?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/HLM3?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/NCDs?src=hash
https://www.thelancet.com/NCD-Countdown-2030?utm_campaign=tlwncdCD18&utm_source=carousel
https://www.thelancet.com/NCD-Countdown-2030?utm_campaign=tlwncdCD18&utm_source=carousel
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Cfr the press release: The Lancet: More than half of countries are not on track to meet global 
targets for chronic diseases 

“Cancers, cardiovascular diseases, chronic respiratory diseases, and diabetes were responsible for 
12.5 million deaths among people aged 30-70 years worldwide in 2016. Warning as more than half 
of all countries are not on track to achieve a UN target to reduce by a third the rate of premature 
deaths from non-communicable diseases (NCDs) by 2030. 

 “…Taking a wider view of chronic diseases in people aged 0-80 years, … … with only 17 countries 
(9%) for women and five countries (3%) for men on track to meet a third reduction on mortality 
rates by 2030. 

 
“Going forward, the NCD Countdown 2030 is a shot in the arm for the global response to the NCD 
epidemic which has long needed a stronger accountability process,” said Katie Dain, CEO of the 
NCD Alliance, UK. “The Countdown’s inaugural analysis couldn’t be more timely with the upcoming 
UN High-Level Meeting on NCDs on the horizon” 

Lancet Editorial - NCD Countdown 2030: strengthening accountability 

R Horton et al; https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)32253-

0/fulltext  

“This week, The Lancet, in collaboration with public health scientists, civil society leaders, and WHO, 
launches a new independent accountability mechanism—NCD Countdown 2030—to monitor and 
review progress towards preventing, treating, and controlling non-communicable diseases (NCDs). 
… … … Accountability is partly about naming and shaming. But, more importantly, accountability is 
about identifying the specific measures countries must take to improve the likelihood of meeting 
their stated commitments. Today is therefore an important inflexion point in the history of attempts 
to prevent, treat, and control NCDs. The promises made by the international community must be 
delivered…” 

Lancet Editorial - GLOBOCAN 2018: counting the toll of cancer 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)32252-9/fulltext  

“On Sept 12, the International Agency for Research on Cancer published the GLOBOCAN 
2018 estimates of worldwide incidence and mortality for 36 cancers and cancer overall. Behind the 
data, gathered from local registries representing 185 countries, are the stories of 18·1 million people 
diagnosed with cancer in 2018 and the sorrow of 9·6 million deaths….” 

“…There is no way that sustainable development goal 3.4, to reduce deaths from non-
communicable diseases (NCDs) by a third by 2030, can be achieved without improved cancer 
treatment and control—a fact that should dominate the UN General Assembly's High-Level meeting 
about NCDs on Sept 27.” 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)32253-0/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)32253-0/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)32252-9/fulltext
http://gco.iarc.fr/
http://gco.iarc.fr/
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Gates Foundation - Goalkeepers report 2018 

https://www.gatesfoundation.org/goalkeepers/report?download=false  

“The Goalkeepers Report is published every year and charts the progress toward the Global Goals. 
This year’s report focuses on youth population growth that will affect future world progress.”  The 
report will be launched officially at UNGA next week.  

Must-read coverage of the report:  

Guardian - The African youth boom: what's worrying Bill Gates  

“The philanthropist warns that stability in Africa makes a huge difference to the world, and that 
investing in the health and education of its young people is vital.”  It’s clear that Gates wavers 
between hope -  “Investing in health and education in Africa could be a game-changer that could lift 
sub-Sahara Africa’s economy by roughly 90% by 2050 according to the update” and fear in his 
prognosis for the future, and plays on both sentiments to sell his key messages to the world (fear: 
pandemics, Ebola, migration pressure, HIV in the fast growing young generation, …). 

See also Reuters - Africa's rapid population growth puts poverty progress at risk, says Gates  

“Rapid population growth in some of Africa’s poorest countries could put at risk future progress 
towards reducing global poverty and improving health, according to a report by the philanthropic 
foundation of Bill Gates….” 

Guardian - Bill Gates: 'Trump could be persuaded' on US foreign aid spending  

“Donald Trump is “open-minded” about policies and might be persuaded on foreign aid, Bill Gates 
has said in an exclusive interview with the Guardian. The billionaire philanthropist said President 
Trump does not have a fixed ideology in most areas and is open to new ideas, “particularly if it’s 
doing things in a different way than was done before”. He added that Trump had already been 
influenced by arguments put forward by US defence secretary Jim Mattis, who emphasised the 
importance of soft power….” 

Ahum. 

Devex - How Bill Gates thinks about climate change, innovation, and the SDGs 

https://www.devex.com/news/how-bill-gates-thinks-about-climate-change-innovation-and-the-

sdgs-93454  

Not linked to this Goalkeepers report. Still, you might want to have a look.  

Excerpts: 

https://www.gatesfoundation.org/goalkeepers/report?download=false
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2018/sep/18/the-african-youth-boom-whats-worrying-bill-gates
https://in.reuters.com/article/health-global-gates/africas-rapid-population-growth-puts-poverty-progress-at-risk-says-gates-idINKCN1LY0HF
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/sep/18/bill-gates-trump-united-states-foreign-aid-spending
https://www.devex.com/news/how-bill-gates-thinks-about-climate-change-innovation-and-the-sdgs-93454
https://www.devex.com/news/how-bill-gates-thinks-about-climate-change-innovation-and-the-sdgs-93454


 

12 
 

“The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation is not currently counted among the world’s leading climate 
change funders. When 29 philanthropists came together to commit $4 billion to climate change 
mitigation over the next five years during the Global Climate Action Summit in San Francisco last 
week, the Gates Foundation was not among them. But Bill Gates, the billionaire co-chair of the 
largest foundation in the world, is in the midst of doubling his own investments in renewable 
energy projects. … … Innovation will be key to confronting climate change, helping those affected by 
it, and meeting the growing demand for energy, Gates believes. On a conference call with reporters 
last week, in response to a question from Devex, Gates elaborated on his views about how climate 
change will challenge the SDGs, and what he and the foundation plan to do about it.” 

… As the Gates Foundation has worked through its agricultural programs on climate change 
adaptation, Gates has become personally involved in emissions-free energy, which he says will be 
critical to climate change mitigation.” 

World Bank Annual report - WB reports slower progress on 
extreme poverty 

Guardian - World Bank reports slower progress on extreme poverty 

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2018/sep/19/world-bank-reports-slower-progress-on-

extreme-poverty 

“The war in Syria and a population surge in sub-Saharan Africa have undermined efforts to reduce 
the number of people living in extreme poverty, the World Bank has said. In its annual report, the 
Washington-based development agency said the proportion of people living in such conditions had 
fallen to a new low of 10% in 2015 – the latest number available – down from 11% in 2013. It 
meant that the number of people living on less than $1.90 a day fell by 68 million to 736 million. But 
the decline was half the rate of previous years and had slowed further, according to preliminary 
figures that estimated a 1.4 percentage-point fall between 2015 and 2018. … … The agency, which 
aims to support sustainable development, added to the gloomy picture this year, with figures 
showing that those lifted out of extreme poverty struggled to make further progress up the income 
ladder… “ 

WHO’s first investment case 

Let’s kick this section off with the - somewhat tragic - tweet of the week: 

“The world we now live in-we need to make an “investment case” for the health of humanity...” 

WHO launches first investment case to save up to 30 million lives 

http://www.who.int/news-room/detail/19-09-2018-who-launches-first-investment-case-to-save-up-

to-30-million-lives  

https://www.devex.com/organizations/bill-melinda-gates-foundation-b-mgf-44525
https://www.insidephilanthropy.com/fundraising-for-climate-change/
https://www.insidephilanthropy.com/fundraising-for-climate-change/
https://www.devex.com/news/search?query=Sustainable+Development+Goals&filter%5Bpublished_since%5D%5B%5D=Last+year
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2018/sep/19/world-bank-reports-slower-progress-on-extreme-poverty
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2018/sep/19/world-bank-reports-slower-progress-on-extreme-poverty
https://www.worldbank.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2018/may/09/postwar-generations-shut-out-of-economic-mobility-finds-report
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2018/may/09/postwar-generations-shut-out-of-economic-mobility-finds-report
http://www.who.int/news-room/detail/19-09-2018-who-launches-first-investment-case-to-save-up-to-30-million-lives
http://www.who.int/news-room/detail/19-09-2018-who-launches-first-investment-case-to-save-up-to-30-million-lives
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On Wednesday, “WHO published its first investment case, setting out the transformative impacts on 
global health and sustainable development that a fully-financed WHO could deliver over the next five 
years.  The investment case describes how WHO, working together with its Member States and 
partners, will help to save up to 30 million lives, add up to 100 million years of healthy living to the 
world’s population and add up to 4 per cent of economic growth in low and middle-income 
countries by 2023. Achieving these results would require an investment of $14.1 billion from 2019 to 
2023, representing a 14% increase in WHO’s base budget* over the previous five-year period.” 

“This is the first time we have estimated the results we could achieve and the impact we could deliver 
with the right resources,” said Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General. “Our 
investment case isn’t only about investing in an institution, it’s about investing in people, and in the 
healthier, safer, fairer world we all want.” … … The investment case shows how a stronger, more 
efficient, and results-oriented WHO will serve and guide governments and partners in their efforts to 
improve the health of their populations. It highlights new mechanisms to measure success, ensuring 
a strict model of accountability, and sets ambitious targets for savings and efficiencies.” 

See WHO’s Investment Case - A Healthier Humanity: the WHO Investment case for 2019-2023 

A bit more detail: “…WHO needs US$ 14.1 billion for 2019– 2023 to deliver on the Triple Billion 
target, and drive impact in countries. This includes 2.5 billion for humanitarian and emergencies, 1.6 
billion for polio eradication and 10.0 billion for the WHO base budget. New investments will be made 
in the following areas: US$ 397 million to strengthen WHO’s capacity to deliver incountry. • US$ 667 
million for routine vaccination and health systems affected by polio transition. • US$ 296 million for 
innovation in health and health metrics. Currently, projected income against the US$ 14.1 billion is 
US$ 4 billion, which includes income from annual dues and long-term pledges. This means WHO 
needs to raise US$ 10.1 billion for the next 5 years….” 

One of the key pleas from Tedros (see also his (recommended) speech at the launch of the 
investment case): “…Over the last decade, WHO has seen a rise of earmarked voluntary contributions 
(more than 70 % is earmarked now). Partners are requested to increase flexible sources available to 
WHO, including funding for strategic priorities and regional funding.” 

Tedros also asked for multi-year funding, and for a new way of investing in global health:  

“For too long, WHO has operated an “us and them” model, with the WHO Secretariat on one side, 
asking for money from the Member States on the other side. This reduces WHO to being a service 
provider, and reduces the Member States to being our patrons. Instead, we want a model where 
there is only “us” – a model in which we mobilise resources together, and we work together 
towards our shared goals. We have one common agenda, which is the SDGs, and to mobilise 
resources towards it, there is only us, no us and them.” 

A few tweets from observers: 

Thomas Schwarz (MMI) – “The key challenge remains the same: to increase non-earmarked, flexible 
core funding” 

http://www.who.int/about-us/planning-finance-and-accountability/financing-campaign/investing-global-investing-local
http://www.who.int/dg/speeches/2018/launch-of-who-investment-case/en/
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Kent Buse – “Kudos to @DrTedros for another @WHO first – a framework for investing in a 
healthier, safer & fairer world that builds on #GPW13 - May the international community respond 
with more (unearmarked) funds.” 

Replenishments ahead in 2019 

CGD (blog) - Replenishment Crunch Ahead: Implications for the Future of Global 

Health Financing 

Amanda Glassman; https://www.cgdev.org/blog/replenishment-crunch-ahead-implications-future-

global-health-financing#.W6E3SNTJ8sc.twitter  

“In 2019, major sources of concessional finance—the big global health funders like the Global Fund 
and Gavi, as well as the development-bank-based IDA and the African Development Fund, which 
provide grants and low/zero interest loans to low-income countries—will ask their existing, and 
potential new, donors for more money to accomplish more health and development. In health, the 
concessional funds have driven important gains. The funds will be hoping for at least as much from 
their donors in the upcoming round as they received in the last round—about $123 billion. But 
there are some key features of past replenishments that raise flags for the future, while also 
suggesting new strategies to enhance the impact of global health replenishments and the 
effectiveness of their funders. My colleague Scott Morris recently took a look at past trends in 
concessional funding and flagged three key facts: … “ One of them being, “Money for global health 
replenishments has come from the same “top 14” donor countries.” 

These facts yield some interesting insights for global health, but also raise some questions as we 
think forward to the replenishments in 2019, Glassman argues… She then lists them. 

Global Health Security 

Cidrap - White House shines high-level spotlight on biodefense 

http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2018/09/white-house-shines-high-level-spotlight-

biodefense  

“The Trump Administration released a new National Biodefense Strategy, along with an order from 
President Donald Trump that directs the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to take the 
coordinating lead and establishes a cabinet-level biodefense steering committee. Some experts are 
praising the broad scope of the strategy, new elements that it covers, and the high-level attention 
and oversight built into the plan….” 

The strategy also seems to point towards at least some continuity in terms of the Global Health 
Security Agenda. 

Excerpt:  

https://twitter.com/DrTedros
https://twitter.com/WHO
https://twitter.com/hashtag/GPW13?src=hash
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/replenishment-crunch-ahead-implications-future-global-health-financing#.W6E3SNTJ8sc.twitter
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/replenishment-crunch-ahead-implications-future-global-health-financing#.W6E3SNTJ8sc.twitter
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2018/09/white-house-shines-high-level-spotlight-biodefense
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2018/09/white-house-shines-high-level-spotlight-biodefense
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“…Tom Inglesby, MD, director of the Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security, said today that he 
was impressed by the scope of the effort. "It's the first national strategy that encompasses natural, 
deliberate, and accidental biological threats, and that addresses threats to humans, animals, and 
plants." … … Inglesby said another encouraging element of the plan includes a commitment to 
working with other countries to strengthen the capacity to fight infectious diseases. "I would have 
liked to see specific mention to the Global Health Security Agenda by name, but it is very 
heartening to see the international commitment to capacity building for epidemic response," he 
said, noting that the release of a Global Health Security Strategy is expected next month, which 
might include more details about those activities…. ” 

See also Nature - Revamped US biodefence strategy adds natural disasters and lab accidents 

“White House also says it will support programme to boost outbreak detection and response in 
developing countries.” 

“…Azar [i.e. the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services ] also said that President 
Donald Trump’s administration will continue the Global Health Security Agenda — an international 
initiative started by former president Barack Obama in 2014 to create an early-warning system for 
outbreaks by improving disease surveillance and response in developing countries. Trump proposed 
cutting about two-thirds of the programme’s funding in his 2019 budget request. “The best way of 
stopping a disease outbreak in the US is stopping it before it ever comes to our borders,” Azar said….” 

The Bezos backlash: Is 'big philanthropy' a charade? 

BBC - https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-45520594  

At least in the case of Bezos, that’s more a rhetorical question, I’m afraid. 

Bezos’ announcement of his Philantropy Fund doesn’t seem to have the required effect. Times are 
changing, even for corporate billionaires who want to ‘do good’. 

See also a Guardian op-ed - If Jeff Bezos wants to help low-income people why not just pay them 

better? 

“The Amazon boss’s philanthropy fund flies in the face of the way he treats his workers. Yet he 
wants to be seen as a messiah.” 

Excerpt: “… As the old saying goes, charity begins in aisle 89 of the Amazon warehouse, where 
workers are so terrified of being docked points for nipping to the bathroom that they’re pissing in 
bottles. But guys like Jeff don’t want governments, or properly paid worker ants, taking credit for 
what is, after all, his bounty. The rule you learn on Day One of being a billionaire philanthropist is 
that you don’t give money via pay packets to the poor people who literally already work for you. 
They’d only spend it poorly. However, if they want to humbly queue up and apply for it via some 
thinly disguised hardship grant that you take the applause for, that’s a different matter. Dignity is 
something you hand out, not something that others get to earn…” 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-06762-x
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-45520594
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/sep/14/jeff-bezos-low-income-people-pay-amazon-workers-better
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/sep/14/jeff-bezos-low-income-people-pay-amazon-workers-better
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Global Commission on Adaptation 

Africa: Ban Ki-Moon, Gates Lend Muscle to Help World Weather Climate Change 

https://allafrica.com/stories/201809140004.html?utm_campaign=allafrica%3Ainternal&utm_mediu

m=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_content=promote%3Aaans%3Aabafbt  

News from late last week already. “A high-powered commission set to launch next month aims to 
strengthen funding and practical solutions for people and economies coping with climate change. 
The body will be led by former U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, philanthropist Bill Gates and 
World Bank CEO Kristalina Georgieva for its two-year term. … … The Global Commission on 
Adaptation will unite scientists, economists, city-dwellers, farmers, mayors and company CEOs to 
discuss solutions to the climate pressures hiking human and economic losses around the world, Ban 
said. … … "This Global Commission will play a vital role in elevating the political importance of 
adaptation, and also in making the case that greater resilience is achievable - and that is in all our 
interests," said Ban. 

“…The commission, which will be supported by the Netherlands-based Global Center on Adaptation 
and the World Resources Institute in Washington D.C., plans to deliver a flagship report at a U.N. 
climate summit next September….” 

World Aids day – UNAIDS theme 

UNAIDS - World AIDS Day 2018 theme encourages everyone to know their HIV 

status 

http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2018/september/20180917_WAD

_theme  

“This year’s theme for World AIDS Day, which will be marking its 30th anniversary on 1 December, 
will be “Know your status”. Significant progress has been made in the AIDS response since 1988, and 
today three in four people living with HIV know their status. But we still have miles to go, as the 
latest UNAIDS report shows, and that includes reaching people living with HIV who do not know their 
status and ensuring that they are linked to quality care and prevention services….” 

Oxfam report on tax & Big pharma 

Oxfam - Prescription for Poverty: Drug companies as tax dodgers, price gougers, 

and influence peddlers 

https://www.oxfamamerica.org/explore/research-publications/prescription-for-poverty/  

“New Oxfam research shows that four pharmaceutical corporations—Abbott, Johnson & Johnson, 
Merck & CO (MSD), and Pfizer—systematically stash their profits in overseas tax havens. They 

https://allafrica.com/stories/201809140004.html?utm_campaign=allafrica%3Ainternal&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_content=promote%3Aaans%3Aabafbt
https://allafrica.com/stories/201809140004.html?utm_campaign=allafrica%3Ainternal&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_content=promote%3Aaans%3Aabafbt
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2018/september/20180917_WAD_theme
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2018/september/20180917_WAD_theme
https://www.oxfamamerica.org/explore/research-publications/prescription-for-poverty/
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appear to deprive developing countries of more than $100 million every year—money that is urgently 
needed to meet the health needs of people in these countries—while vastly overcharging for their 
products. And these corporations deploy massive influencing operations to rig the rules in their favor 
and give their damaging behavior a veneer of legitimacy. Tax dodging, high prices, and influence 
peddling by drug companies exacerbate the yawning gap between rich and poor, between men and 
women, and between advanced economies and developing ones.” 

CGD – Commitment to Development Index 2018 

https://www.cgdev.org/commitment-development-index-2018  

The Commitment to Development Index ranks 27 of the world’s richest countries on their 
dedication to policies that benefit people living in poorer nations.  An overall score is computed 
based on how the countries are doing in terms of aid, finance, trade, technology, environment, 
security and migration. 

CGD blog - Commitment to Development Index 2018: Europe Leads the Way 

A Käppelli et al; https://www.cgdev.org/blog/commitment-development-index-2018-europe-leads-

way  

“The Commitment to Development Index (CDI) 2018 ranks, as is the case every year, 27 of the world’s 
richest countries on how well their policies help the more than five billion people living in poorer 
countries. European countries dominate this year’s CDI, occupying the top 12 positions in the Index 
and with Sweden claiming the #1 spot. Here, we look at what these countries are doing particularly 
well in the past year to support the world’s poor, and where European leaders can still learn from 
others….”  Germany is also doing quite well this year. 

See also Devex - Which countries are the most committed to development?   (recommended) 

NPR - Why The U.S. Ranks At The Bottom In A Foreign Aid Index  Both due to quantity & quality.   

And a blog by Simon Wright (Save the Children), focusing on the UK & China - Assessing aid and 
policy coherence 

“…The UK has plaudits for having achieved 0.7% of GNI as ODA, the only G7 country to have done 
so. Historically, the UK has been judged highly on its aid quality and is still above average, but its 
one-place drop reflects that UK aid quality is falling…” 

“… China is missing from the Index. It is not a member of the OECD Development Assistance 
Committee and does not submit any information for scrutiny. But there is now evidence that China is 
now the largest spender in overseas development, overtaking the US in recent years. However, many 
of its activities, although not declared, appear to be grants for commercial purposes, aid intended to 
promote exports, subsidies to the private sector and funds in support of private development. These 

https://www.cgdev.org/commitment-development-index-2018
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/commitment-development-index-2018-europe-leads-way
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/commitment-development-index-2018-europe-leads-way
https://www.devex.com/news/which-countries-are-the-most-committed-to-development-93444
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2018/09/18/649155725/why-the-u-s-ranks-at-the-bottom-in-a-foreign-aid-index?t=1537460672007
https://blogs.savethechildren.org.uk/2018/09/assessing-aid-and-policy-coherence/
https://blogs.savethechildren.org.uk/2018/09/assessing-aid-and-policy-coherence/
http://www.oecd.org/development/developmentassistancecommitteedac.htm
http://www.oecd.org/development/developmentassistancecommitteedac.htm
https://edition.cnn.com/2017/10/11/asia/china-overseas-aid/index.html
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would not be “allowable” under OECD DAC rules, but have a huge impact of economies, particularly 
in Africa. The Index plans to try to include China and Russia in future years….” 

Lancet Global Health – October issue 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current  

Start with the Editorial - A new era for tuberculosis?   Naturally, the editorial looks ahead to the UN 
HL meeting on TB next week, starting from the keynote speech at this year's Consortium of 
Universities for Global Health meeting in March, by the former UN Secretary-General's Special 
Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa, Stephen Lewis, who delivered a blistering attack on the global 
response to tuberculosis.  The hope is, of course, that the UN HLM will make a substantial 
difference.  

The Editorial ends with a clear stance in the IP controversy.  

“… There are many priorities in the complex and centuries-long fight against this cruel disease. But to 
suggest, as did a US representative at the recent civil society hearing ahead of the HLM, that global 
efforts should focus on improving health systems and new tools, rather than being “distracted, as we 
so often are, into a discussion of access to medicines, intellectual property flexibilities, or compulsory 
licensing” is plainly absurd. New tools include new (expensive) medicines and health systems 
cannot improve if WHO-recommended regimens cannot be afforded. Will the HLM make a 
difference? Not as long as commercial protectionism trumps social justice.” 

Emerging Voices – 3rd issue of the newsletter 

http://www.ev4gh.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/EV4GH_Newsletter_Issue_3.pdf  

As Liverpool is getting real close, the EV TWG issued the 3rd issue of its newsletter, with an intro by 
the EV chair (Dorcus), an update on the selection & distance coaching programme (via the EV 
secretariat), and more contributions from EV alumni & residents.   

SDG gender index 

Devex - A new index shows how to measure gender equality in the SDGs 

Devex; 

“The SDG Gender Index, released by Equal Measures 2030 to coincide with a meeting in Canada of 
female foreign ministers, produces the starting base through an analysis and assessment of more 
than 250 data points related to 12 of the 17 SDGs with clear connections to gender equality. The 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(18)30416-9/fulltext
http://www.ev4gh.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/EV4GH_Newsletter_Issue_3.pdf
https://www.devex.com/news/a-new-index-shows-how-to-measure-gender-equality-in-the-sdgs-93466
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first iteration of the index is focused only on Colombia, El Salvador, India, Indonesia, Kenya, and 
Senegal….” 

For the index, see here.  

UN report – Somewhere, every five seconds, a child under-15 
dies: new UN report 

UN News - Somewhere, every five seconds, a child under 15 dies – new UN report 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/09/1019602  

“Around 6.3 million children under the age of 15, died from mostly preventable causes last year, 
the equivalent to one child dying every five seconds, according to a new report compiled by a group 
of United Nations agencies. Newborn babies account for half of the deaths. The new mortality 
estimates study, was released on Monday by the UN Children’s Fund, together with UNICEF, the 
WHO, the UN Population Division and the World Bank. According to Laurence Chandy, UNICEF 
Research Director, major progress in reducing child mortality has been made in the last quarter 
century, with the toll dropping by more than half since 1990, but “millions are still dying because of 
who they are, and where they are born.”…” 

 “Post-Growth” & “sufficiency thinking” making inroads in 
European Parliament 

Guardian - The EU needs a stability and wellbeing pact, not more growth 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/sep/16/the-eu-needs-a-stability-and-wellbeing-pact-

not-more-growth  

This week, 238 academics called on the European Union and its member states to plan for a post-
growth future in which human and ecological wellbeing is prioritised over GDP. They did so ahead 
of a 2-day workshop in Brussels. 

“This week, scientists, politicians, and policymakers are gathering in Brussels for a landmark 
conference. The aim of this event, organised by members of the European parliament from five 
different political groups, alongside trade unions and NGOs, is to explore possibilities for a “post-
growth economy” in Europe.” 

A tweet from Yanis Varoufakis: “We must end the growth of 'stuff' that is destroying the planet & 
people's life prospects (Diesel cars, toxic farming, forest levelling cattle farms, toxic finance) + 
promote the growth of the 'stuff' that humanity needs (green energy, care giving, education, 
sustainable housing)” 

http://data.em2030.org/global-report/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/09/1019602
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/sep/16/the-eu-needs-a-stability-and-wellbeing-pact-not-more-growth
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/sep/16/the-eu-needs-a-stability-and-wellbeing-pact-not-more-growth
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In related news, see Open Democracy -  There is an alternative to neoliberalism – in Britain and 
beyond  “Laurie Macfarlane introduces 'New Thinking for the British Economy' – openDemocracy's 
new eBook outlining a new economic agenda for Britain.” 

With this key paragraph: “…Political economic paradigms do not last forever. In the past century, 
Western political economy has experienced two major shifts from one paradigm to another: firstly 
from laissez-faire to the post-war consensus after the Great Depression of the 1930s, and secondly 
from the post-war consensus to neoliberalism in the 1980s. The evident failings of our present 
economic system, and the growing political mobilisation for change, suggest that we may be on 
the cusp of another major shift in economic thinking and policy. At this critical juncture, new ideas 
about the kind of society we want to live in, and the future we want to see, are needed more than 
ever….” 

Devex - Global health community steps up climate action 

https://www.devex.com/news/global-health-community-steps-up-climate-action-93442  

Not sure this fully qualifies as ‘stepping up’ climate action, but good to flag anyway: 

“The impacts of climate change, from air pollution to extreme weather events, to disruptions to food 
and water systems, will pose the greatest threats to global health in this century, and health leaders 
say it’s time for the sector to be a more active participant in the global climate debate. At the 
climate and health forum, held at the University of California San Francisco earlier this month, 
attendees discussed ways that climate action across a number of sectors could not only slow global 
warming, but also avoid millions of preventable deaths each year.” 

In a number of ways, “leaders in health and climate are converging. WHO for instance is working on 
the first health report to be introduced into the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change process, ahead of COP24 in Poland this December, while 
health is being introduced as one of four pillars that will make up the basis of discussion at the 
2019 United Nations announced last week.” 

“…“We have an opportunity to depoliticize the climate crisis and to turn it into the public health 
crisis it is,” Glaser (from the Glaser Progress Foundation) said. “If I just told you there are changes in 
the planet that will disrupt the healthy lives of hundreds of millions of people, you’d call that the 
biggest public health crisis we know about.”” 

PS: Whenever I hear a guy from a Foundation talking about the need to de-politicize something, I 
kind of switch off. We have de-politicized enough in recent decades. The political damage is 
everywhere to be seen now. 

https://www.opendemocracy.net/uk/laurie-macfarlane/new-thinking-for-british-economy
https://www.opendemocracy.net/uk/laurie-macfarlane/new-thinking-for-british-economy
https://www.devex.com/news/global-health-community-steps-up-climate-action-93442
https://www.devex.com/organizations/university-of-california-san-francisco-ucsf-98224
https://www.devex.com/organizations/university-of-california-san-francisco-ucsf-98224
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2018-09-10/secretary-generals-remarks-climate-change-delivered
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USAID & China 

Devex - USAID adopts a hard line on China's development approach 

Devex; 

“Trump administration development leaders are not mincing words when it comes to positioning 
the United States Agency for International Development as a key player in the battle with China 
for influence in developing countries and emerging markets.”  

“…We can all hate on China, and that’s fun. But from our perspective, from a development 
perspective, what we are seeing in the field is a real negative impact and a rolling back of the work 
that you and [we] have made over so many years,” said Jim Richardson, coordinator of USAID's 
Transformation Task Team, at a meeting with development professionals on Friday. “To roll back 
transparency, to roll back governance reforms, to leverage unsustainable debt onto our partners, 
that’s not success, and for us to sit back and simply say, ‘eh, we’ll just continue to do what we want 
to do,’ rather than speak out in truth, that’s something that we can’t do anymore,” Richardson said.” 

“…The Trump administration’s antipathy toward China is a defining component of its foreign 
policy, so it is little surprise that the executive agencies tasked with implementing that policy 
would adopt similarly aggressive rhetoric. Faced with a White House that openly questions the 
value of foreign assistance and development spending, aid leaders have argued that their programs 
offer an important counterweight to China’s extensive investments across Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America. “ “…Multiple U.S. foreign affairs officials have pointed to countering China’s influence as 
a key objective of their agency’s programs, but Richardson’s comments represent the most direct 
statement to date from USAID’s political leadership. The heightened rhetoric makes it all the more 
difficult for the two countries to pursue opportunities for collaboration, even on areas that could 
benefit their relationship and the development objectives they seek, Goodman said….” 

Lancet World Report – Forum on China-Africa Cooperation: 
what it means for health 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)32285-2/fulltext  

Must-read!! 

“Investment in health is an essential component of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC). 
Whereas some laud China's investment strategy, others deplore that gains to health are hard to 
track. Andrew Green reports.” 

 

https://www.devex.com/news/usaid-adopts-a-hard-line-on-china-s-development-approach-93453
https://www.devex.com/organizations/united-states-agency-for-international-development-usaid-45096
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)32285-2/fulltext
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Ebola outbreak DRC – Containment difficult, but seems to be 
working - for now 

WHO situation report (as of 18 September) 

http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/274530/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20180918-

eng.pdf?ua=1  

In spite of challenges, and 142 cases (with 97 deaths) so far, efforts to control Ebola seem to be 
working for now (with the experimental Merck vaccine playing a key role). But there still many 
obstacles. See below. 

WHO Disease outbreak news - Ebola virus disease – Democratic Republic of the 

Congo  (20 Sept) 

http://www.who.int/csr/don/20-september-2018-ebola-drc/en/  

“The Ebola virus disease (EVD) outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo remains active. 
While substantial progress has been made to limit the spread of the disease to new areas and the 
situation in Mangina (Mabalako Health Zone) is stabilizing, the cities of Beni and Butembo have 
become the new hotspot. Response teams continue to enhance activities to mitigate potential 
clusters in these cities and prevent spread to other areas. Significant risks for further spread of the 
disease remain. Continued challenges include contacts lost to follow-up, delayed recognition of EVD 
in health centres, poor infection prevention and control (IPC) in health centres, and reluctance among 
some cases to be treatment in Ebola treatment centres (ETCs)….” 

Other links: 

Reuters - Uganda to deploy Ebola vaccine if virus spreads from Congo  “Uganda will vaccinate 
against Ebola should it spread from Democratic Republic of Congo, which has been hit twice this 
year, the World Health Organization (WHO) said on Thursday.” 

(15 Sept) Congo's Ebola outbreak death toll nears 100; containment 'difficult' 

“Efforts to rein in an Ebola outbreak raging in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo are being 
complicated by the geographical spread and growing suspicion towards outsiders fighting the 
epidemic, the Red Cross said [last week] on Friday.” 

AMR 

South Centre - Global governance mechanisms to sustain global action on 

Antimicrobial Resistance 

V M Tellez; https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=fa9cf38799136b5660f367ba6&id=d552f7dd13 

http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/274530/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20180918-eng.pdf?ua=1
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/274530/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20180918-eng.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/csr/don/20-september-2018-ebola-drc/en/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-ebola/uganda-to-deploy-ebola-vaccine-if-virus-spreads-from-congo-idUSKCN1M02R2
https://www.nst.com.my/world/2018/09/411465/congos-ebola-outbreak-death-toll-nears-100-containment-difficult
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=fa9cf38799136b5660f367ba6&id=d552f7dd13
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« Rising antimicrobial resistance seriously threatens our ability to fight infections all over the world. A 
supportive global governance structure is yet to be put in place to scale up and sustain actions and 
commitments. The South Centre has submitted comments to the United Nations (UN) Interagency 
Coordination Group on Antimicrobial Resistance (IACG) on its consultation document on global 
governance, which is presented in the article below. » 

Cidrap News - FDA plan focuses on antibiotic development, stewardship 

Cidrap; 

“The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced a multipronged strategy to address 
antimicrobial resistance (AMR) that emphasizes new measures to spur development of antibiotics 
and alternative therapies, promote antibiotic stewardship in animal health, advance antibiotic 
resistance surveillance, and enhance regulatory science….” “…Leading the new strategy is a focus on 
ways the agency can facilitate development of new antibiotics.” 

Plos Med - Towards national systems for continuous surveillance of antimicrobial 

resistance: Lessons from tuberculosis 

A Suthar et al; https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002658  

“In a Perspective on the research article from Karen R Jacobson et al, Amitabh Suthar and colleagues 
from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention discuss considerations for developing real-time 
and large-scale reporting systems for antimicrobial resistance.”  

 

And a quick link: Guardian - Crucial antibiotics still used on US farms despite public health fears 
“Antibiotics crucial to human medicine are still being used in “unacceptable” quantities on US 
livestock farms, despite rules brought in last year to curb their use and combat the spread of deadly 
superbugs.”  

#MeToo & low-wage workers, academic medicine, … 

Guardian - 'I'm not on the menu': McDonald's workers strike over 'rampant' 

sexual harassment 

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2018/sep/18/mcdonalds-workers-strike-over-rampant-

sexual-harassment 

McDonald’s restaurant workers from 10 cities in US walked out of their jobs and rallied to demand 
redressal of issues including sexual abuse, coercion and harassment. The organizers reported this to 
be the first ever nation-wide strike to protest again sexual harassment.  A 2016 survey by Hart 
Research Associates reported around 40% of the female staff from fast food chains like McDonalds 
have been sexually harassed.  

http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2018/09/fda-plan-focuses-antibiotic-development-stewardship?utm_campaign=KFF-2018-Daily-GHP-Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=65980327&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--Na34iWMmLRaCdRMVjb8KojlmD4a2iNs1l3hhSakO-w92RjK_Dx9SAX_FHKpCC8TAqudrWsA_p93RCBc4HQnxW6H-uP2HXf3HBSQeWBp3JF3R-K_8&_hsmi=65980327
https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002658
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/sep/19/crucial-antibiotics-still-used-on-us-farms-despite-public-health-fears?CMP=twt_a-environment_b-gdneco
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2018/sep/18/mcdonalds-workers-strike-over-rampant-sexual-harassment
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2018/sep/18/mcdonalds-workers-strike-over-rampant-sexual-harassment
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“Workers said the #MeToo movement, which started with actresses and other high-profile people, 
has inspired low-wage workers to speak out about sexual harassment that they say is systemic in 
their workplaces. This happens to everybody…it cuts across all classes. But no more. It’s time to say, 
‘I’m not on the menu!” 

NEJM - Ending Sexual Harassment in Academic Medicine 

Victor Dzau et al; https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp1809846?query=featured_home  

« A July 2018 report from the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine (NASEM) 
sounded an alarm that high rates of sexual harassment in academic sciences, engineering, and 
medicine are compromising the integrity of education and research. The report also contained a 
finding that should be deeply worrisome for leaders of academic medical institutions: medical 
students experience sexual harassment more often than their peers in sciences and engineering, by 
a considerable margin…” 

The authors wonder why this is the case, and what can and should be done about it. 

UNAIDS Executive Director reiterates his commitment to act against harassment 

and protect victims 

http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2018/septemb

er/20180914_PS_UNAIDS_commitment  

“It has been brought to the attention of UNAIDS that the lawyer of a UNAIDS staff member has sent 
a letter requesting an apology and indicating possible future legal action to a leading women’s rights 
and AIDS activist from South Africa who made allegations of misconduct against the staff member on 
a number of media channels. UNAIDS has not provided support to the staff member’s letter, with 
which it had no involvement. Taking cognizance of the allegations made and the recent actions of the 
staff member, the Executive Director of UNAIDS, Michel Sidibé, has placed the staff member on 
special leave until the issue is resolved…” 

UN Human Development Index 2018 

For the report: see here.  

Guardian - Middle classes drive up life expectancy in sub-Saharan Africa 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2018/sep/15/middle-classes-drive-up-life-

expectancy-sub-saharan-africa-un-human-development-index-11-years 

In its 28th year, the UN’s annual Human Development Index (HDI) found substantial progress 
globally since 1990. Improvements like reduction in child mortality, better nutrition and access to 
drinking water have increased the life expectancy of Sub-Saharan African people by 11 years (49.7 
years in 1990 to 60.7 in 2017), thereby reducing the gap in life-expectancy between the global 

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp1809846?query=featured_home
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2018/september/20180914_PS_UNAIDS_commitment
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/pressreleaseandstatementarchive/2018/september/20180914_PS_UNAIDS_commitment
http://report.hdr.undp.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2018/sep/15/middle-classes-drive-up-life-expectancy-sub-saharan-africa-un-human-development-index-11-years
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2018/sep/15/middle-classes-drive-up-life-expectancy-sub-saharan-africa-un-human-development-index-11-years
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average and the world’s poorest regions by four years. However, gender inequality is described as 
“one of the greatest barriers to human development” in the report. 

The 2018 update on the UN’s HDI ranks 189 countries, out of which 59 fall in the very high human 
development group, 53 in the high, 39 in the medium and 38 in the low human development group, 
with population sizes of 1.439 bn, 2.379 bn, 2.733 bn and 926 mn respectively. Ireland, Botswana, 
Dominican Republic and Turkey were the ones with the highest improvements and countries in 
conflict, Syria, Libya and Yemen showed the steepest declines.  

The past decade has shown slow progress for reasons owing to conflicts and humanitarian crisis in 
countries like Syria, Yemen etc. and degradation of the environment. The impact of climate change 
and decline in biodiversity pose a significant threat to the future progress on human development 
indicators.  

Six key findings from the 2018 analysis:  

 1. The World has made impressive progress in human development (over the past three decades);  

2. Quality, not just quantity of human development, is important, and it reveals large deficits  (cfr.  

living longer does not automatically mean more years spent enjoying life);  

3. Progress is not linear or guaranteed, and crises and challenges can reverse gains. Countries 

experiencing conflict show HDI losses, which can be felt for generations;  

4. Disparities between and within countries continue to stifle progress; 5. Gender gaps in early years 

are closing, but inequalities persist in adulthood; 6. Environmental degradation puts human 

development gains at risk  

 

See also the Economist:   

28 years of UN Human Development Index shows improvements in every region  

 

2018 Global Multidimensional Poverty Index: half of world’s 
poor are children 

 

http://hdr.undp.org/en/2018-MPI  

It clearly rains indices in the run-up to UNGA 73.   

The 2018 Multidimensional Poverty Index provides the most comprehensive view of the many ways 
in which 1.3 billion people worldwide experience poverty in their daily life.  The index paints a 
picture of multidimensional poverty across 104 developing countries, covering 74 percent of the 
global population. Identifies the ways in which people are being left behind by looking into three key 
dimensions - health education and living standards – through 10 different indicators. Allows 
comparisons across countries. Looks into disparities within countries disaggregating by age groups, 
urban/rural areas and subnational regions.” 

https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2018/09/14/life-in-developing-countries-continues-to-improve
http://hdr.undp.org/en/2018-MPI
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For a quick overview of results, see here.  

“Half of all people living in poverty are younger than 18 years old, according to estimates from the 
2018 global Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) released today by the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) and the Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative (OPHI). 
The new figures show that in 104 primarily low and middle-income countries, 662 million children 
are considered multidimensionally poor. In 35 countries half of all children are poor….” 

Offline: The death and rebirth of globalism 

R Horton; https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)32331-6/fulltext  

“…Global health has thrived as a discipline because of an idea one might call “globalism”. In Us vs 
Them: the Failure of Globalism(2018), political scientist Ian Bremmer defines globalism as, “a belief 
in universal interdependence and international exchange that seemed to provide paths to 
prosperity”. That noble idea is rapidly eroding. And, according to Bremmer, “it's going to get 
worse”. 

In this ugly reality in geopolitics (which he doesn’t deny), Horton still manages to see rays of hope, 
however. 

“…some countries are trying to use global health as an instrument to turn back this tide of 
isolationism. Earlier this month, Japan convened a small group of global health protagonists to 
inform a strategy for its leadership of the G20 in 2019. … … Japan has done more than any other 
nation to promote health as a global issue. Beginning in Okinawa in 2000, Japan has consistently put 
health high on the agendas of both the G7 and G20. In Osaka next year, Japan again intends to 
prioritise health.” 

Horton thinks globalism might yet be saved. In my opinion, that will require at least a victory of the 
Democrats in 2020… 

USAID & cash-benchmarking experiments 

“USAID has launched a series of experiments to see how traditional aid compares to just giving 

people cash.” 

Quartz - Researchers tested conventional foreign aid against cash in Rwanda. 

Cash won. 

https://qz.com/africa/1388190/researchers-tested-conventional-foreign-aid-against-cash-in-

rwanda-cash-won/ 

http://hdr.undp.org/en/content/half-world%E2%80%99s-poor-are-children
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)32331-6/fulltext
https://qz.com/africa/1388190/researchers-tested-conventional-foreign-aid-against-cash-in-rwanda-cash-won/
https://qz.com/africa/1388190/researchers-tested-conventional-foreign-aid-against-cash-in-rwanda-cash-won/
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Already flagged last week, but worth another mention. USAID seems keen on experimenting with 
cash-benchmarking experiments in the coming years. This Google-funded study (with also the help 
of USAID Rwanda) kicked off what might become a series. 

For more in-depth analysis, see also NPR - Which Foreign Aid Programs Work? The U.S. Runs A Test 
— But Won't Talk About It.   

“Now that the first results are in, they're proving awkward. And in a twist, USAID wouldn’t authorize 
any officials to talk with NPR about them.” 

The Lancet Commission on public policy and health in the 
Trump era 

D Himmelstein, M McKee, R Horton et al; Lancet Comment - The Lancet Commission on public 
policy and health in the Trump era  

“…After the election of Trump in 2016, Martin McKee and colleagues raised concern about the 
negative effects of the new administration's emerging policies on health and called for close 
monitoring. Such concerns provoked the launch of the Lancet Commission on public policy and 
health in the Trump era, charged with chronicling the repercussions of the administration's actions 
and proposing a corrective plan for the future. Given the broad scope of Trump era policies, the 
Commission's report will address a range of areas that shape the health of Americans and underscore 
the impacts of the policy shifts….” 

“…The new Lancet Commission will catalyse research on the health impacts of Trump-era public 
policy; stimulate novel approaches to data collection; produce report cards assessing the 
administration's health record; and analyse current policies and alternatives. The Commission's final 
report is expected over the next 18 months….” 

Some (other) key journal articles & reports of the week 

Global Bioethics - Quality of medicines in resource-limited settings: need for 

ethical guidance 

Raffaella Ravinetto et al ; https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/11287462.2018.1522991  

“The quality of medicines is generally adequately assured by manufacturers and regulatory 
authorities for well-resourced settings, while the implementation of existing quality standards is 
challenged in many low- and middle-income countries. This situation of multiple pharmaceutical 
standards raises the question whether it could ever be ethically justified to compromise on the quality 
assurance of medicines depending on what individuals, communities, or societies can afford. In this 
paper, we contend that ethically, any unjustified exceptions to medicines’ quality assurance 
represents a violation of the principles of beneficence and non-maleficence. Exceptions are only 
acceptable in exceptional and temporary circumstances, if based on a meaningful quality risk 
assessment, guided by a rigorous ethical framework built on the principles of independence, technical 

https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2018/09/14/647212387/which-foreign-aid-programs-work-the-u-s-runs-a-test-but-wont-talk-about-it?utm_campaign=KFF-2018-Daily-GHP-Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=65980327&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--Na34iWMmLRaCdRMVjb8KojlmD4a2iNs1l3hhSakO-w92RjK_Dx9SAX_FHKpCC8TAqudrWsA_p93RCBc4HQnxW6H-uP2HXf3HBSQeWBp3JF3R-K_8&_hsmi=65980327
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2018/09/14/647212387/which-foreign-aid-programs-work-the-u-s-runs-a-test-but-wont-talk-about-it?utm_campaign=KFF-2018-Daily-GHP-Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=65980327&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--Na34iWMmLRaCdRMVjb8KojlmD4a2iNs1l3hhSakO-w92RjK_Dx9SAX_FHKpCC8TAqudrWsA_p93RCBc4HQnxW6H-uP2HXf3HBSQeWBp3JF3R-K_8&_hsmi=65980327
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)32171-8/fulltext?code=lancet-site
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)32171-8/fulltext?code=lancet-site
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/11287462.2018.1522991
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competence, transparency, and accountability. We also discuss how such exceptional and 
temporary circumstances should be defined/justified. Finally, we propose that empirical bioethics 
should acknowledge the existence of these dilemmas in public health, and help to build a normative 
approach to dealing with them. Ideally, an international group of experts in quality 
assurance/regulatory affairs and health ethicists should be set up to take up this topic and 
formulate a Guide to Ethical Principles of Quality Assurance of Medical Products.” 

Some key blogs & other articles 

Nature (News) - African and Asian researchers are hampered by visa problems 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-06750-1  

“Researchers from these continents are three to four times more likely to experience visa problems 
when travelling for work than are Europeans and Americans.” 

Based on a poll which included 494 researchers in Africa and 457 in Asia, and was conducted by the 
RAND Corporation for the Wellcome Trust, and the Together Science Can Campaign, which promotes 
international collaboration. 

Unfortunately, the Liverpool HSR symposium poses similar problems for too many researchers from 
the South. 

Our World in Data - The map we need if we want to think about how global living 

conditions are changing 

Max Roser; https://ourworldindata.org/world-population-cartogram  

Very nice data visualization & maps. “… If we want to show where the world’s people are we need a 
population cartogram, a geographical presentation of the world where the size of the countries are 
not drawn according to the distribution of land, but according to the distribution of people. “  The 
author of this article made this cartogram for the world population in 2018, and also for respective 
continents. 

ILO - How a new law in Uruguay boosted care services while breaking gender 

stereotypes 

https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/features/WCMS_643905/lang--en/index.htm  

“”Its innovative care system is cited as a model for the future of care, in the ILO’s latest report on 
the care economy. 

The new Uruguayan care system was launched in 2016. “…Under the new law – cited by the ILO as a 
model for care work in the future – all children, persons with disabilities and elderly persons, have the 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-06750-1
https://ourworldindata.org/world-population-cartogram
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/features/WCMS_643905/lang--en/index.htm
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right to access care services. The state does not only provide those services but also guarantees their 
quality by providing training to care workers. …” 

FT Health - Rising obesity in Africa reflects a broken global food system 

Rajiv Shah; https://www.ft.com/content/67916a20-b75d-11e8-a1d8-15c2dd1280ff  

“The industry has maximised production and profit at the expense of public health.” Duh.  

What surprised me the most about this article, is that Shah (Rockefeller Foundation) carefully 
managed to avoid the word ‘capitalism’ altogether in this piece, including when he hopes the global 
food system will (and should) change for the better in the coming years & decades.  Quite a feat. 

Guardian - Global faith leaders urge action over 'ignored millions' displaced by 

conflict 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2018/sep/19/global-faith-leaders-urge-action-

over-ignored-millions-displaced-by-conflict?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment 

“More than 50 faith leaders around the world are calling on the international community to step 
up protection for people displaced from their homes by violence, conflict and disasters. In a letter to 
the Guardian, Christian, Islamic and Jewish leaders have urged governments attending the UN 
general assembly in New York next week to support a plan of action to prevent the forcible 
displacement of people and strengthen the protection of those who become refugees in their own 
country.” 

“The signatories say in the letter that the UN’s global compact on refugees and migration, due to be 
signed this year, “regrettably provide scant attention to the ignored millions, forced out of their 
homes but still within their countries of origin”. The international community “must ensure that 
internally displaced people receive the protection and support they so desperately need…” 

IDS - Millennium Villages Impact Evaluation published 

S Robinson; http://www.ids.ac.uk/news/millennium-villages-impact-evaluation-published  

“An independent impact evaluation of a Millennium Villages Project (MVP) covering 35 villages in 
Northern Ghana finds that limited impacts relating to the Millennium Development Goals were 
achieved. The evaluation, led by Itad in partnership with the Institute of Development Studies (IDS) 
and Participatory Development Associates Ghana (PDA Ghana) also highlights how rigorous 
evidence must be programmed in at the earliest opportunity to inform significant investments in 
complex, poverty reduction projects, such as MVP, to ensure positive impact and cost-
effectiveness.”  For the report, see here.   

Check out also, on Duncan Green’s blog, Thumbs up or thumbs down? Did the Millennium Villages 
Project work? (by Chris Barnett (Itad))   Recommended!  

https://www.ft.com/content/67916a20-b75d-11e8-a1d8-15c2dd1280ff
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2018/sep/19/global-faith-leaders-urge-action-over-ignored-millions-displaced-by-conflict?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2018/sep/19/global-faith-leaders-urge-action-over-ignored-millions-displaced-by-conflict?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment
http://www.ids.ac.uk/news/millennium-villages-impact-evaluation-published
http://mvevalonline.itad.com/
https://oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/thumbs-up-or-thumbs-down-did-the-millennium-villages-project-work/
https://oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/thumbs-up-or-thumbs-down-did-the-millennium-villages-project-work/
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Atlas of SDGs 2018 

http://datatopics.worldbank.org/sdgatlas/  

With maps, charts, … related to the 17 SDGs, including SDG 3 obviously. 

Partnerships with the alcohol industry?  

Lancet Letter - Partnerships with the alcohol industry: opportunities and risks  

By John Newton et al.   “In The Lancet,  Mark Petticrew and colleagues   discuss Public Health 
England ( PHE)'s partnership with the charity Drinkaware and suggest that such collaborations could 
be at the expense of public health.”  This is the reply from some PHE senior staff. 

BBC News - John Hancock adds fitness tracking to all policies 

https://www.bbc.com/news/technology-45590293  

One of the largest life insurance providers in North America will no longer offer policies that do not 
include digital fitness tracking. 

“John Hancock will now sell only "interactive" policies that collect health data through wearable 
devices such as a smartwatch. Policyholders can earn discounts and rewards such as gift cards for 
hitting exercise targets. But critics said the announcement was "creepy" and "dystopian". Insurance 
brand Vitality - an international partner of John Hancock - has popularised the idea of "interactive" 
health and life insurance by offering discounted devices such as the Apple Watch in connection with 
its policies….”   See also Vox - A life insurance company wants to track your fitness data.   

The “American dystopian surveillance state” isn’t all that different from the Chinese  Big Brother 
(social credit) plans, it turns out.   

 

Global health events 

Healthy Developments – Development cooperation at a 
crossroads: Revisiting globalization at the 2018 GIZ 
symposium on Social and Economic Development 

GIZ;  

The GIZ symposium was held from September 11-13, 2018, in Bad Neuenahr, Germany.  Coverage in 
this article, with an overview of the two days’ plenaries, key messages, … 

http://datatopics.worldbank.org/sdgatlas/
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)32333-X/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)32320-1/fulltext
https://www.bbc.com/news/technology-45590293
https://www.vox.com/the-goods/2018/9/20/17883720/fitbit-john-hancock-interactive-life-insurance
http://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-18/china-social-credit-a-model-citizen-in-a-digital-dictatorship/10200278?pfmredir=sm
http://health.bmz.de/events/Events_2018/GIZ_Symposium_2018_Globalisation_Revisited/index.html
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Among the themes: “In times of climate change, rising inequality, accelerating digitalisation and a 
bold international commitment towards realising the Sustainable Development Goals, GIZ must 
not continue business as usual. This is both a challenge and an opportunity, as discussions at the 
Symposium showed.”; the need to make development cooperation ‘risk sensitive’ (Stefan Dercon); 
envisioning a global layer of social protection (Gorik Ooms); we should “Lose the negative mindset” 
on globalization, according to one of the speakers. 

Excerpt: “…In her keynote address Amy Jadesimi argued that the world has improved dramatically 
over the past few hundred years as a result of globalisation. ‘Lose the mindset that this is a 
negative thing,’ she said. ‘We are in a golden age right now.’ All the ingredients for positive, 
sustainable change are present: an increasingly educated and connected population; a blueprint and 
template – the SDGs – that we can use to define new solutions; and people in power who recognise 
the need to change. Jadesimi argued there is clear evidence that sustainable businesses and policies 
are going to out-compete non-sustainable ones….” 

Upcoming webinar HS Governance Collaborative & WHO 
(Health Governance & financing department):– Anti 
corruption by design: understanding and tackling health 
system corruption on the road to UHC  (Tuesday 25 
September) 

Register here.   6th webinar in the Webinar Series on Health Systems Governance Frameworks and 
Missing Links’.  

Coming up at UNGA73 – UHC2030 supports high-level event 
on UHC    (26 September) 

https://www.uhc2030.org/news-events/uhc2030-events/article/uhc-leaves-no-one-behind-working-
together-towards-good-health-and-wellbeing-for-all-501533/  

The event will also be livestreamed. 

“The UNGA High-level Meeting on UHC in 2019 offers a powerful opportunity to foster political 
commitment and action, building on HLMs on AIDS, AMR, TB and NCDs. UHC must be achieved by 
2030 to ensure good health and well-being for all. This means at least one billion more people will 
need access to essential health services every five years between 2015-2030. This multi-stakeholder 
dialogue will discuss: • Collaboration, alignment and harmonization across health-related SDGs and 
targets; • Investments to increase equity, access and security; • Building momentum to extend a 
package of essential health services.” 

With a dazzling list of expected speakers. 

https://who-meeting.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=who-meeting&service=6&rnd=0.4656191331537053&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwho-meeting.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Dlandingfrommail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b000000047b08c6a87d18e2fe3a29759453028fc385dee71be77157f58dc675482deb2d43%26siteurl%3Dwho-meeting%26confViewID%3D106130530710347915%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAASc_NwX0frge0PzK4-QdFzt7RhnlLjZgIOP1A9TZDRWzA2%26email%3Dbadejoo%2540who.int
https://www.uhc2030.org/news-events/uhc2030-events/article/uhc-leaves-no-one-behind-working-together-towards-good-health-and-wellbeing-for-all-501533/
https://www.uhc2030.org/news-events/uhc2030-events/article/uhc-leaves-no-one-behind-working-together-towards-good-health-and-wellbeing-for-all-501533/
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Coming up – Public financial management for sustainable 
financing for health in Africa: first regional workshop  (25-28 
September 2018, Nairobi, Kenya) 

http://www.who.int/health_financing/events/financing-for-health-africa-regional-workshop-
2018/en/  

“…The World Health Organization, African Development Bank and other partners in the 
Harmonization for Health in Africa (HHA) initiative are organizing a series of regional and sub-
regional meetings that will convene key financing and budget officers from the Ministries of Health 
and Ministries of Finance. This is the first of these meetings to be held between 25-28 September 
2018 in Nairobi, Kenya. A background report on Building strong public financial management 
systems towards universal health coverage: key bottlenecks and lessons learnt from country 
reforms in the African region will serve to frame the discussions and will be circulated to the 
participants for review and feedback….” 

Global governance of health 

GFO – latest issue 

http://www.aidspan.org/node/4724?pk_campaign=email-attrib-Word-PDF-download&pk_kwd=gfo-

issue-342 

With among others, the following articles:  

“The Global Fund’s Results Report 2018, published on 12 September, is the first such report to use a 
revised methodology for tracking and reporting impact and results achieved by the Global Fund 
partnership. The report records large increases in the numbers of lives saved and people treated for 
the three diseases.” 

“The Office of the Inspector General has assessed the Global Fund’s transition management 
processes, which support countries’ HIV, TB and malaria programs’ transition away from Global 
Fund financing. The OIG report is largely favourable, acknowledges some needs for improvement, 
and highlights that transition, by definition, “is not primarily a Global Fund process”” 

And, more info on: “India to host Global Fund preparatory meeting for Replenishment”.  

CGD (blog) - International Investment Agreements: Not Fit 
for the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda 

Anita Käppeli et al; https://www.cgdev.org/blog/international-investment-agreements-not-fit-2030-

sustainable-development-agenda  

http://www.who.int/health_financing/events/financing-for-health-africa-regional-workshop-2018/en/
http://www.who.int/health_financing/events/financing-for-health-africa-regional-workshop-2018/en/
http://www.aidspan.org/node/4724?pk_campaign=email-attrib-Word-PDF-download&pk_kwd=gfo-issue-342
http://www.aidspan.org/node/4724?pk_campaign=email-attrib-Word-PDF-download&pk_kwd=gfo-issue-342
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/international-investment-agreements-not-fit-2030-sustainable-development-agenda
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/international-investment-agreements-not-fit-2030-sustainable-development-agenda
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Tell me something new : ) 

“In a world with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the international investment policy 
system stands as an obsolete regime in urgent need of revision and reform. This is the main 
conclusion of the analysis that the think tank CIECODE conducted for CGD’s 2017 Commitment to 
Development Index (CDI). The analysis measures the amount of “sustainable development content” 
included in International Investment Agreements (IIAs) signed between developing and developed 
countries. Here, we look at best practices, main issues and which countries could do better.” 

Cochrane Collaboration Crisis 

Nature News – Mass resignation guts board of prestigious Cochrane Collaboration 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-06727-0 

“The board of the Cochrane Collaboration, a prestigious group that reviews health evidence, has 
been reduced from 13 to 6 members, following a controversial vote to expel a member for the first 
time in its 25-year existence. On 14 September, Peter Gøtzsche, director of the Cochrane’s Nordic 
centre and a member of its governing board, posted a statement on the centre’s website announcing 
that he had been expelled as a member of the Cochrane Collaboration, after a vote by 6 of 13 of the 
board’s members. A further four elected members of the board — which also has appointed 
members — later stepped down in protest….” 

See also BMJ News -  Cochrane director’s expulsion results in four board members resigning  

And BMJ News – Cochrane director says his sacking was flawed and came after “show trial”  

“The head of the Nordic Cochrane Centre, Peter Gøtzsche, has said that his dismissal from Cochrane’s 
board was the outcome of a “show trial” where the verdict was prefabricated and the process 
flawed. “ 

And some analysis: Trish Greenhalgh - The Cochrane Collaboration—what crisis?  

“Maintaining—and funding—the ‘view from nowhere’ requires delicate navigation of tricky political 
spaces and sometimes accepting hard-won compromises” 

And some very in-depth analysis, by Hilde Bastian, in a Plos Blog - Boilover: The Cochrane HPV 
Vaccine Fire Isn’t Really About the Evidence – but it’s Critical to Science  

Science – The meta-wars 

http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2018/09/meta-analyses-were-supposed-end-scientific-debates-
often-they-only-cause-more  

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-06727-0
https://www.bmj.com/content/362/bmj.k3945
https://www.bmj.com/content/362/bmj.k4008
https://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2018/09/17/trish-greenhalgh-the-cochrane-collaboration-what-crisis/
https://blogs.plos.org/absolutely-maybe/2018/09/18/boilover-the-cochrane-hpv-vaccine-fire-isnt-really-about-the-evidence-but-its-critical-to-science/
https://blogs.plos.org/absolutely-maybe/2018/09/18/boilover-the-cochrane-hpv-vaccine-fire-isnt-really-about-the-evidence-but-its-critical-to-science/
http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2018/09/meta-analyses-were-supposed-end-scientific-debates-often-they-only-cause-more
http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2018/09/meta-analyses-were-supposed-end-scientific-debates-often-they-only-cause-more
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“Meta-analyses were supposed to end scientific debates. Often, they only cause more controversy. “ 

Part of a series of articles on Meta-Research in this issue of Science.   

Book - The Colonial Politics of Global Health 

Jessica L Pearson; http://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674980488  

“In The Colonial Politics of Global Health, Jessica Lynne Pearson explores the collision between 
imperial and international visions of health and development in French Africa as decolonization 
movements gained strength. After World War II, French officials viewed health improvements as a 
way to forge a more equitable union between France and its overseas territories. Through new 
hospitals, better medicines, and improved public health, French subjects could reimagine themselves 
as French citizens. The politics of health also proved vital to the United Nations, however, and 
conflicts arose when French officials perceived international development programs sponsored by 
the UN as a threat to their colonial authority. French diplomats also feared that anticolonial 
delegations to the United Nations would use shortcomings in health, education, and social 
development to expose the broader structures of colonial inequality. In the face of mounting 
criticism, they did what they could to keep UN agencies and international health personnel out of 
Africa, limiting the access Africans had to global health programs. French personnel marginalized 
their African colleagues as they mapped out the continent’s sanitary future and negotiated the new 
rights and responsibilities of French citizenship. The health disparities that resulted offered 
compelling evidence that the imperial system of governance should come to an end….” 

Stanford Social Innovation Review - The Missing Politics of 
Female Empowerment 

N Gowrinathan; https://ssir.org/articles/entry/the_missing_politics_of_female_empowerment#  

“Humanitarian nonprofits unconsciously reinforce the very conditions of women’s oppression they 
seek to eradicate in their programming.” 

“…In August 1984, a group of feminists from the Global South gathered in Bangalore, India. Now 
known as Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era, or the DAWN feminist collective, 
the group was instrumental in introducing the word “empowerment” into the development 
sphere. … … These feminists, emerging from a history of women who fought for power against 
colonial interests and cultural repression, centered their discussion on the political forces 
responsible for the conditions of women’s oppression. For them, the term “empowerment” was the 
foundation of an explicitly political project intended to incite collective mobilization around the 
distinctive politics of marginalized women. 

“…Nearly 50 years later, empowerment programming for women in the Global South ranges from 
impoverished indigenous women in Bolivia crocheting string bikinis (so that Westerners can “shop 
with a purpose”) to ex-combatants in Sri Lanka being offered training in icing cakes, hairstyling, and 
sewing classes. This re-feminizing programming not only limits the women’s ability to participate 

http://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674980488
https://ssir.org/articles/entry/the_missing_politics_of_female_empowerment
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fully in social and political spheres of society, but also does nothing to address the very real 
political grievances that led to their collective marginalization in the first place. Today the term 
“empowerment” is omnipresent, particularly in the gender-programming language of Western 
humanitarian organizations. As it entered the lexicon of the United Nations and other international 
bodies, it quickly morphed from a tool for the powerless to challenge the forces of power that 
create inequality to an umbrella term describing development strategies that offer women limited 
technical solutions to issues of poverty, health care, and education. From the time of its 
introduction to its use in contemporary interventions, power for women has been deliberately de-
linked from politics….” 

UHC 

Bloomberg - These Are the Economies With the Most (and 
Least) Efficient Health Care 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-09-19/u-s-near-bottom-of-health-index-hong-

kong-and-singapore-at-top?srnd=premium  

…The U.S. will cost you the most for treatment, both in absolute terms and relative to average 
incomes, while life expectancy of Americans -- about 79 years -- was exceeded by more than 25 
countries and territories, according to an annual Bloomberg analysis in almost 200 economies. 

… A health-efficiency index was then created to rank those with average lifespans of at least 70 
years, GDP per-capita exceeding $5,000 and a minimum population of 5 million…. Spain’s health 
system efficiency ranked third behind Hong Kong and Singapore, followed by that of Italy, which 
moved up two spots from a year earlier. Italy ranked as the world’s healthiest country in a separate 
Bloomberg gauge….” 

Spotlight – Dear Mr President, we need to talk about our 
health system 

L Gilson et al; https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/2018/09/18/dear-mr-president-re-our-health-

system/ 

“Four of South Africa’s top public health systems academics last month sent a letter to President 
Cyril Ramaphosa as the country grapples with finding solutions for our struggling health services. By 
Lucy Gilson, Jane Goudge, Uta Lehmann and Helen Schneider.” 

The four professors… …  state upfront their commitment to supporting the development of a health 
system that promotes health and wider social benefits, and contributes to redressing the inequities in 
our society. They believe the 2019 elections provide a window of opportunity to institute actions that 
could, over the longer term, develop the health system as such a mechanism of societal 
transformation. They make important points that should serve as reference for the ongoing and 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-09-19/u-s-near-bottom-of-health-index-hong-kong-and-singapore-at-top?srnd=premium
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-09-19/u-s-near-bottom-of-health-index-hong-kong-and-singapore-at-top?srnd=premium
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/terminal/PF988GT2H341
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-03-20/italy-s-struggling-economy-has-world-s-healthiest-people
https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/2018/09/18/dear-mr-president-re-our-health-system/
https://www.spotlightnsp.co.za/2018/09/18/dear-mr-president-re-our-health-system/
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critical needed debates taking place as government considers various pieces of legislation and 
recommendations to fix our health system. 

But they also share some very real concerns. 

Guardian - Universal healthcare was unthinkable in America, 
but not any more 

A Gaffney; https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/sep/16/medicare-for-all-universal-

healthcare-democrats 

This was one could have been written by Rob Yates, but no, it’s Adam Gaffney arguing, “A single-
payer healthcare system appears closer than ever but to make it a reality we must avoid the pitfalls 
of the past.” 

“Barack Obama dropped a bombshell into the healthcare debate roiling the Democratic party last 
Friday. “Democrats aren’t just running on good old ideas like a higher minimum wage,” he said, 
“they’re running on good new ideas, like Medicare for All …” His endorsement made headlines, and 
for a good reason: until recently, real universal healthcare had long resided on the margins of the 
American political discourse. Obama’s announcement, then, was yet one more indication that this 
idea – also called single-payer healthcare – had migrated to the mainstream. The shift is an 
encouraging development for proponents, to be sure, but there is also cause for caution: as history 
shows, formidable political obstacles and pitfalls lie ahead….” 

Guardian - Rightwing thinktanks unveil radical plan for US-
UK Brexit trade deal 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/sep/18/rightwing-thinktanks-unveil-radical-plan-for-

us-uk-brexit-trade-deal-nhs?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other  

On the dark(er) side of the political spectrum, “Groups linked to Trump and Fox want foreign 
competition in NHS and a regulations bonfire”.  

Cfr a tweet from Martin McKee, sounding desperately :  

“We’ve said from the outset that Brexit is a means to destroy the NHS. Here is how it will happen. 
What will it take for Labour to understand this? Do we need to wait for these people to paint it on 
the side of a bus?” 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/sep/16/medicare-for-all-universal-healthcare-democrats
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/sep/16/medicare-for-all-universal-healthcare-democrats
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/sep/18/rightwing-thinktanks-unveil-radical-plan-for-us-uk-brexit-trade-deal-nhs?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2018/sep/18/rightwing-thinktanks-unveil-radical-plan-for-us-uk-brexit-trade-deal-nhs?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
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FT Health - Emmanuel Macron unveils overhaul of healthcare 
system 

https://www.ft.com/content/932da972-bb41-11e8-8274-55b72926558f  

Over to the (only slightly less) neoliberal (and whip-smart) grey then on the political spectrum, as 
ever trying to convince the voter that it also has a more social side: “French president pledges to lift 
annual cap on number of student doctors”. “…  Emmanuel Macron has turned his liberalising drive 
to France’s medical professions, vowing to lift an annual cap on the number of student doctors as 
part of an overhaul of the country’s lauded but financially struggling healthcare system. Speaking 
on Tuesday from the Elysée Palace, the French president unveiled a series of measures including the 
redeployment of 400 doctors in rural areas and the creation of 4,000 roles such as doctors’ assistants 
to carry out administrative and medical tasks. The plan will cost an extra €400m in 2019, an increase 
of 2.5 per cent that is ahead of the initial 2.3 per cent target.” 

Lancet World Report – India launches Ayushman Bharat's 
secondary care component 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)32284-0/fulltext  

“With one of the two crucial components of the Ayushman Bharat nearing a formal launch, can the 
health reforms transform India's health-care system? Patralekha Chatterjee reports.” 

JLN - What Works in Regulating Private Primary Health Care? 
New Practical Guidance from Six JLN Countries 

http://www.jointlearningnetwork.org/news/what-works-in-regulating-private-primary-health-care-

new-practical-guidance 

“… A critical element of health system stewardship is an effective regulatory system, which includes 
protections and incentives to promote access to quality care (WHO Bulletin). However, there exists 
little practical guidance on the successful regulation of private PHC, today. A new set of resources, 
released last week by the JLN in partnership with the USAID-funded HFG project, is helping fill the 
gap. Six JLN countries convened under the JLN’s Private Sector Engagement (PSE) Collaborative to 
tackle the challenges of implementing effective regulation. These countries – Ghana, Indonesia, 
Kenya, Malaysia, Mongolia and Morocco – conducted country assessments on regulation of private 
PHC using a jointly developed assessment guide….” 

WHO Bulletin- Cost–effectiveness of results-based financing, 
Zambia: a cluster randomized trial 

Wu Zeng et al; http://www.who.int/bulletin/online_first/BLT.17.207100.pdf  

https://www.ft.com/content/932da972-bb41-11e8-8274-55b72926558f
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(18)32284-0/fulltext
http://www.jointlearningnetwork.org/news/what-works-in-regulating-private-primary-health-care-new-practical-guidance
http://www.jointlearningnetwork.org/news/what-works-in-regulating-private-primary-health-care-new-practical-guidance
http://www.who.int/bulletin/online_first/BLT.17.207100.pdf
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Valéry Ridde considers this the “Article of the year” (on Twitter).  As Valéry tends to write 60+ 
articles a year himself, he probably knows what he’s talking about : ) 

The article evaluates the cost–effectiveness of results-based financing and input-based financing to 
increase use and quality of maternal and child health services in rural areas of Zambia. 

The conclusion: “Compared with the control, both results-based financing and input-based financing 
were cost–effective in Zambia.”  

The Conversation - People across Africa have to travel far to 
get to a hospital. We worked out how far 

P Ouma et al; https://theconversation.com/people-across-africa-have-to-travel-far-to-get-to-a-

hospital-we-worked-out-how-far-102585  

The authors’ study ( in the Lancet Global Health, published January and flagged by this institute’s 
director on Twitter)  produced the first ever assessment of hospital services in sub-Saharan Africa, 
and used it to work out peoples’ access to care.  

They also built a (freely accessible) database  which can be used for assessing service availability at 
national levels. 

Alma Ata 40th anniversary 

The series of blogs (HHR journal) continued this week. We want to flag this one for example, by 
Carmel Williams: 

ALMA-ATA at 40: Its Values are Relevant to the Data Economy  

Planetary health 

UN News - More than 65 million ‘low-carbon jobs’ can be 
created by 2030: UN-backed Climate Summit urges action ‘to 
the next level’ 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/09/1019472  

Short report on the San Francisco climate summit from last week. “New UN-backed commitments to 
take action against the damaging effects of climate change, could result in $26 trillion in economic 
benefits worldwide, and help create 65 million new “low-carbon jobs” by 2030 – the deadline for the 

https://theconversation.com/people-across-africa-have-to-travel-far-to-get-to-a-hospital-we-worked-out-how-far-102585
https://theconversation.com/people-across-africa-have-to-travel-far-to-get-to-a-hospital-we-worked-out-how-far-102585
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(17)30488-6/fulltext?utm_campaign=lancet&utm_content=66283296&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook
https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataset.xhtml?persistentId=doi:10.7910/DVN/JTL9VY
https://www.hhrjournal.org/2018/09/alma-ata-at-40-its-values-are-relevant-to-the-data-economy/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/09/1019472
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realization of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).” Those are some of the opportunities of 
moving to a low-carbon economy, outlined on Friday, at the close of the Global Climate Action 
Summit, which took place in San Francisco. It brought together national, regional and urban leaders 
from across the world, together with businesses, investors and civil society organizations, in an effort 
to keep global warming to well-under 2 degrees Celsius, in line with the 2015 Paris Agreement on 
climate change. Committing to take “their collective ambition to the next level”, participants 
focused on five specific areas….”  Healthy energy systems; inclusive economic growth; sustainable 
communities; land and ocean stewardship; the investor agenda. 

“…The summit issued a formal “Call to Global Climate Action” saying that “now is the time for all 
leaders to step up”. 

Nature - Australia has no climate-change policy — again 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-06675-

9?utm_source=twt_nnc&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=naturenews&sf197836329=1  

“Australia’s new prime minister has abandoned the country’s policy for cutting greenhouse-gas 
emissions. Climate scientists say the move means the government has effectively dropped its 
commitment to the 2015 Paris climate agreement. “They’ve walked away from Paris without saying 
it, hoping no one would notice,” says Lesley Hughes, a climate-change scientist at Macquarie 
University in Sydney. Without a policy to cut carbon dioxide pollution, the government is dropping its 
international commitment by default, she says.” 

Let’s hope for an Aussie coalition switch soon. And that this rightwing populist extremist in Brazil 
doesn’t get elected.  

Temperature-related mortality impacts under and beyond 
Paris Agreement climate change scenarios 

A-M Vicedo Cabrera et al; https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs10584-018-2274-3 

“The Paris Agreement binds all nations to undertake ambitious efforts to combat climate change, 
with the commitment to “hold warming well below 2 °C in global mean temperature (GMT), relative 
to pre-industrial levels, and to pursue efforts to limit warming to 1.5 °C”. The 1.5 °C limit constitutes 
an ambitious goal for which greater evidence on its benefits for health would help guide policy and 
potentially increase the motivation for action. Here we contribute to this gap with an assessment on 
the potential health benefits, in terms of reductions in temperature-related mortality, derived 
from the compliance to the agreed temperature targets, compared to more extreme warming 
scenarios. We performed a multi-region analysis in 451 locations in 23 countries with different 
climate zones, and evaluated changes in heat and cold-related mortality under scenarios consistent 
with the Paris Agreement targets (1.5 and 2 °C) and more extreme GMT increases (3 and 4 °C), and 
under the assumption of no changes in demographic distribution and vulnerability. Our results 
suggest that limiting warming below 2 °C could prevent large increases in temperature-related 
mortality in most regions worldwide. The comparison between 1.5 and 2 °C is more complex and 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-06675-9?utm_source=twt_nnc&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=naturenews&sf197836329=1
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-06675-9?utm_source=twt_nnc&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=naturenews&sf197836329=1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs10584-018-2274-3


 

40 
 

characterized by higher uncertainty, with geographical differences that indicate potential benefits 
limited to areas located in warmer climates, where direct climate change impacts will be more 
discernible.” 

And a few quick links: 

Guardian - Europe's meat and dairy production must halve by 2050, expert warns 

I’m all for that; by then I’ll be old & demented, so I probably won’t notice if they give me grass every 
day in the nursing home.  

Guardian - Build walls on seafloor to stop glaciers melting, scientists say   One of many more wicked 
geo-engineering ideas to come, as humanity will get more and more desperate in the decades 
ahead. 

Infectious diseases & NTDs 

IHP – SDG 3.3 on HIV – A noble target with a dangerous blind 
spot 

Alistair Ashley & Alexander Brown ; http://www.internationalhealthpolicies.org/sdg-3-3-on-hiv-a-

noble-target-with-a-dangerous-blind-spot/  

SDG target 3.3 should be reworded, and the related indicator complemented, these Queensland 
University students argue. “…The focus on “ending the epidemic of new HIV cases” is in direct 
tension with efforts to sustainably manage those on treatment, even if most in the HIV community 
clearly emphasize both are vital….” 

“…in a world where funding is finite, the SDGs are implicated in draining funding for management 
of chronic HIV.  While we understand the pressure to limit the overall number of SDG targets & 
indicators,  SDG target 3.3 carelessly paints the HIV/AIDS problem as black and white – a disease 
epidemic that rapidly became a global tragedy but one that can be quickly eradicated sometime in 
the not-too-distant future….” 

UNAIDS - National human rights institutions in eastern and 
southern Africa emphasize the right to health 

http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2018/september/20180919_NHRI 

“We must protect, promote and fulfil human rights if we are to achieve HIV and health targets on the 
African continent and ensure access to HIV prevention, treatment, care and support services for all. 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/sep/15/europe-meat-dairy-production-2050-expert-warns
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/sep/20/build-walls-on-seafloor-to-stop-glaciers-melting-scientists-say
http://www.internationalhealthpolicies.org/sdg-3-3-on-hiv-a-noble-target-with-a-dangerous-blind-spot/
http://www.internationalhealthpolicies.org/sdg-3-3-on-hiv-a-noble-target-with-a-dangerous-blind-spot/
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2018/september/20180919_NHRI
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This was the main call to action during a recent regional consultation for national human rights 
institutions and parliamentarians held in Nairobi, Kenya….” 

“…National human rights institutions play a key role in promoting and protecting HIV-related 
human rights, including the right to health, and in ensuring that these are effectively addressed at 
the local and national levels. They serve as an important bridge between government, civil society 
and other stakeholders, helping to empower duty-bearers to respond to issues related to the right to 
health and rights-holders to realize these rights….” 

Guardian - Medieval’ cholera outbreak exposes Zimbabwe's 
problems 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2018/sep/20/medieval-cholera-outbreak-
exposes-zimbabwe-problems  

“Authorities in Zimbabwe are struggling to control a deadly cholera outbreak, underlining the 
enormous challenges that face the country’s new president, Emmerson Mnangagwa. More than 
5,000 people have been infected and 30 killed in the outbreak. A state of emergency has been 
declared and all public events cancelled, but the disease has nevertheless spread to five of the 
country’s 10 provinces…. … The health emergency has shone a light on the appalling state of 
Zimbabwe’s infrastructure after decades of Mugabe’s autocratic and corrupt rule.” 

The Conversation - Game theory can help prevent 
disease outbreaks 

Istvan Zoltan Kiss et al; https://theconversation.com/game-theory-can-help-prevent-disease-

outbreaks-102934  

…When it comes to decisions about health, what’s best for us as individuals might not always be the 
best thing for the wider population, and vice versa. This can make it difficult for authorities to take 
decisions to protect the whole population. But there’s a way we can make sense of such a dilemma 
that’s more typically used in economics: game theory….” 

Telegraph - World must prepare for return of Zika, scientists 
warn 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/0/world-must-prepare-return-zika-scientists-warn/  

“…There have been no new outbreaks of the disease since January 2017 but it is on WHO's watchlist 
of diseases with the potential to spark a pandemic. The rapid spread of the disease is thought to be 
linked to the El Niño climate cycle, which caused high temperatures and severe drought over parts of 
South America in 2015. “Climatic factors have kept mosquitoes below the level required to trigger an 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2018/sep/20/medieval-cholera-outbreak-exposes-zimbabwe-problems
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2018/sep/20/medieval-cholera-outbreak-exposes-zimbabwe-problems
https://theconversation.com/game-theory-can-help-prevent-disease-outbreaks-102934
https://theconversation.com/game-theory-can-help-prevent-disease-outbreaks-102934
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/0/world-must-prepare-return-zika-scientists-warn/
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outbreak for the last couple of years,” Eduardo Massad, professor of medical informatics at the 
University of São Paulo, told the Telegraph. “As soon as this modifies there is a high risk of an 
outbreak.” Prof Massad uses mathematical modelling to predict disease transmission and has found 
that there is currently a 43 per cent chance of an outbreak in Rio de Janeiro….” 

Infectious Diseases of Poverty - Special issue: Urban health 
and prevention and control of vector-borne diseases 

https://www.biomedcentral.com/collections/IDP-UH  

Guest edited by Mariam Otmani del Barrio, Frédéric Simard and Andrea Caprara. 

“…The Special Programme for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases (TDR) hosted at the World 
Health Organization brought together global experts through the VERDAS Research Consortium to 
generate evidence on urban health interventions that address social and environmental 
determinants of health, and to conduct a research gap analysis, including a series of scoping 
reviews and a workshop to identify research priorities regarding urban health interventions for the 
prevention and control of vector-borne and other infectious diseases of poverty. This thematic series 
draws together the resulting scoping reviews and the ideas presented at the workshop and helps 
focus attention on the research gaps and policy implications that need to be filled in order to address 
VBDs at the urban level….” 

NCDs 

KFF (factsheet) - The U.S. Government and Global Non-
Communicable Disease Efforts 

https://www.kff.org/global-health-policy/fact-sheet/the-u-s-government-and-global-non-

communicable-diseases/ 

Fact sheet on current US government efforts on & funding for NCDs. 

Among others: “…The U.S. government (U.S.) is increasingly engaged in addressing the challenge of 
NCDs in low- and middle-income countries, as several U.S. agencies and departments have begun to 
integrate activities targeting NCDs into other global health efforts, particularly through technical 
assistance and research activities. To date, however, the U.S. response to NCDs is much smaller in 
scale and approach than its other global health efforts, such as its responses to global HIV and 
malaria….” 

Recommended read. 

https://www.biomedcentral.com/collections/IDP-UH
https://www.kff.org/global-health-policy/fact-sheet/the-u-s-government-and-global-non-communicable-diseases/
https://www.kff.org/global-health-policy/fact-sheet/the-u-s-government-and-global-non-communicable-diseases/
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Guardian - Affordable vaping for smokers in poor countries 
branded 'a human rights issue' 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2018/sep/14/affordable-vaping-for-smokers-in-

poor-countries-branded-a-human-rights-issue  

“The costs of vaping should be reduced for smokers in developing countries as an urgent “human 
rights issue”, researchers have told a pro-tobacco conference in London.” 

A bit of a stretch, arguably : ) 

NYT - Where a Sore Throat Becomes a Death Sentence 

NYT; 

“Once a year, doctors travel to Rwanda to perform lifesaving surgery on people with damaged heart 
valves — a disease caused by untreated strep throat.” 

“…For millions like her in poorer parts of Africa, Asia and other regions, this devastating heart disease 
began insidiously. During childhood, they contracted strep throat — an infection caused by 
streptococcal bacteria. In the United States and other rich countries, children with sore throats are 
routinely tested for strep and quickly cured with penicillin or other cheap antibiotics. But in poor 
countries, strep throat often goes undiagnosed and can become a long, slow death sentence. 
Without treatment, it can lead to rheumatic fever and rheumatic heart disease, in which the immune 
system attacks the heart valves — intricate flaps of tissue that must open and shut properly 
100,000 times a day for the heart to work normally….” 

“…Experts say programs to educate people about sore throats and strep, and to distribute 
penicillin widely to local clinics, could help greatly to prevent rheumatic heart disease in poor 
regions. But even those efforts probably would not wipe it out completely, because not everyone 
with strep seeks medical attention. The World Heart Federation, which works with the World Health 
Organization, calls rheumatic fever and the heart damage it causes “neglected diseases of 
marginalized communities.”…” 

Lancet Infectious Diseases - Estimates of the global, regional, 
and national morbidity, mortality, and aetiologies of lower 
respiratory infections in 195 countries, 1990–2016: a 
systematic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 
2016 

https://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/laninf/PIIS1473-3099(18)30310-4.pdf 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2018/sep/14/affordable-vaping-for-smokers-in-poor-countries-branded-a-human-rights-issue
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2018/sep/14/affordable-vaping-for-smokers-in-poor-countries-branded-a-human-rights-issue
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/16/health/rwanda-strep-heart-disease.html?utm_campaign=KFF-2018-Daily-GHP-Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=65980327&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--Na34iWMmLRaCdRMVjb8KojlmD4a2iNs1l3hhSakO-w92RjK_Dx9SAX_FHKpCC8TAqudrWsA_p93RCBc4HQnxW6H-uP2HXf3HBSQeWBp3JF3R-K_8&_hsmi=65980327
https://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/laninf/PIIS1473-3099(18)30310-4.pdf
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New GBD study.  

For the related comment, see David R Murdoch et al:  The global burden of lower respiratory 

infections: making progress, but we need to do better  

“…In The Lancet Infectious Diseases, the Global Burden of Disease (GBD) 2016 Lower Respiratory 
Infections Collaborators provide further estimates of the morbidity and mortality from lower 
respiratory infections, principally pneumonia and bronchiolitis. They also provide estimates for lower 
respiratory infections caused by four microorganisms—Streptococcus pneumoniae, Haemophilus 
influenzae type b, influenza, and respiratory syncytial virus. …” 

“Similar to their previous findings, lower respiratory infections were a leading global infectious 
cause of mortality in all age groups … …  and among adults older than 70 years …  

“…The findings indicate progress in the reduction of lower respiratory infection burden, although it 
varies across geographical regions, highlighting the need to maintain pneumonia prevention as a 
high priority activity. According to the models presented, S pneumoniae was the leading cause of 
lower respiratory infection morbidity and mortality globally, contributing to more than 1 million 
deaths, more than the other three aetiologies combined. Malnutrition was identified as a leading risk 
factor for lower respiratory infection mortality among children younger than 5 years and, together 
with air pollution (both household and ambient) and increased antibiotic use, was identified as a 
focus for targeted intervention measures…. … What can we say with certainty? The burden of lower 
respiratory infection is huge, progress is being made, but we must do better. The GBD 2016 update 
highlights the burden of pneumonia in both children and adults. Efforts to reduce lower respiratory 
infection deaths must remain a top priority. The global health community might debate the relative 
priority to be given to key risk factors and interventions, but there will be broad support for the call 
to better tackle malnutrition and air pollution and to optimise case management, including the use 
of antibiotics, which emerge as priorities from the study. The effect of the pneumococcal conjugate 
vaccine in children is substantial…” 

 

And a quick link: 

Guardian - Joint venture: Coca-Cola considers cannabis-infused range  

“Coca-Cola is considering developing a range of marijuana-infused beverages to help ease physical 
problems such as inflammation, pain and cramps. The world’s largest drinks company is in talks with 
major Canadian marijuana producer Aurora Cannabis, but stressed that it was interested in the 
properties of cannabis that treat pain but do not get users high….” 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(18)30407-9/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(18)30407-9/fulltext
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2018/sep/17/joint-venture-drinks-giant-coca-cola-mulls-cannabis-infused-range
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Sexual & Reproductive / maternal, neonatal & child 
health 

Guardian - Somalia under renewed scrutiny over FGM after 
two more young girls die 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2018/sep/17/somalia-under-renewed-scrutiny-

over-female-genital-mutilation-after-two-more-young-girls-die  

“Two more girls in Somalia have died after undergoing female genital mutilation, just weeks after a 
high-profile case prompted the attorney general to announce the first prosecution against the 
practice in the country’s history….” 

See also AP - Burkina Faso arrests 30 over illegal female circumcisions.  

Global Social Policy - Same-sex lives between the language of 
international LGBT rights, international aid, and anti-
homosexuality 

H Seckilelgin; http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1468018118795989  

“This article considers how international development aid is used in engaging with sexuality rights 
in Africa. It considers both the emergence of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) rights as 
aid conditionality in international aid relations and responses to these from African political leaders. 
The central issue identified is that political leaders for and against these rights have marginalized 
and ignored voices of the sexually diverse people in their engagements in African settings. Here, a 
problem emerges that people’s own claims for rights are subsumed within the broader agendas set 
by politicians at international and national levels. This article analyzes these relations and their 
outcomes for activists and civil society groups in diverse African settings by considering the language 
of LGBT rights used by international political actors and the ways in which African political leaders 
develop their own language on the issue.” 

WHO Euro - Men’s health and well-being in the WHO 
European Region (2018): the need for a gender approach 

http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2018/too-many-european-men-

die-young-from-preventable-causes-who-report-reveals 

“The first ever WHO report on men’s health and well-being in the 53 countries of the WHO 
European Region reveals men are living healthier and longer lives than ever before. But despite 
progress, many of them die far too young from preventable causes, and the reasons behind this go 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2018/sep/17/somalia-under-renewed-scrutiny-over-female-genital-mutilation-after-two-more-young-girls-die
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2018/sep/17/somalia-under-renewed-scrutiny-over-female-genital-mutilation-after-two-more-young-girls-die
https://apnews.com/2dd2206ea4714141a8bcfc84de6d6eee?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=d680001a55-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_09_18_12_50&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-d680001a55-865935
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1468018118795989
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2018/too-many-european-men-die-young-from-preventable-causes-who-report-reveals
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2018/too-many-european-men-die-young-from-preventable-causes-who-report-reveals
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beyond biology. The new findings are prompting calls to use a gender approach to get men’s health 
on the agenda of health policy-makers in the European Region. The report “The health and well-
being of men in the WHO European Region: better health through a gender approach” was 
officially launched to delegates at the WHO’s decision-making body for the European Region in 
Rome. The 53 Member States [were] expected to adopt a new regional strategy to address men’s 
health challenges.” 

WHO - WHO recommendations on home-based records for 
maternal, newborn and child health 

http://www.who.int/maternal_child_adolescent/documents/home-based-records-guidelines/en/ 

“A home-based record is a health document used to record the history of health services received by 
an individual. It is kept in the household, in either paper or electronic format, by the individual or 
their caregiver and is intended to be integrated into the health information system and complement 
records maintained by health facilities….” “…This report summarizes the final recommendation and 
the process for developing the guideline on home-based records for maternal, newborn and child 
health. The primary audience for the guideline is policy makers and health programme managers of 
MNCH and immunization programmes in ministries of health where decisions are made and policies 
created on the use and implementation of homebased records….” 

NEJM - Variation in Childhood Diarrheal Morbidity and 
Mortality in Africa, 2000–2015 

R Reiner et al; https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa1716766?query=featured_home 

“Diarrheal diseases are the third leading cause of disease and death in children younger than 5 years 
of age in Africa and were responsible for an estimated 30 million cases of severe diarrhea and 
330,000 deaths in 2015. The development of targeted approaches to address this burden has been 
hampered by a paucity of comprehensive, fine-scale estimates of diarrhea-related disease and 
death among and within countries. We produced annual estimates of the prevalence and incidence 
of diarrhea and diarrhea-related mortality with high geographic detail (5 km2) across Africa from 
2000 through 2015….” 

For coverage, see Cidrap news - Studies: Diarrheal disease rates vary across Africa, world.  

In other diarrhea related news, for a new GBD study on diarrhea, see the Lancet Infectious 
Diseases: 

Estimates of the global, regional, and national morbidity, mortality, and aetiologies of diarrhoea in 
195 countries: a systematic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2016  

The Accompanying Comment by Karen Keddy - Old and new challenges related to global burden of 
diarrhoea.  

http://www.euro.who.int/en/publications/abstracts/the-health-and-well-being-of-men-in-the-who-european-region-better-health-through-a-gender-approach-2018
http://www.who.int/maternal_child_adolescent/documents/home-based-records-guidelines/en/
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa1716766?query=featured_home
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2018/09/studies-diarrheal-disease-rates-vary-across-africa-world
https://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/laninf/PIIS1473-3099(18)30362-1.pdf
https://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/laninf/PIIS1473-3099(18)30362-1.pdf
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(18)30424-9/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(18)30424-9/fulltext
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“… By refining their methods, Robert Reiner and colleagues have updated estimates of global 
diarrhoea burden for 2016, highlighting current and new causes for concern, reiterating the excessive 
morbidity and mortality in children younger than 5 years, defining the association between case-
fatality ratio and Socio-demographic Index (SDI), and emphasising the vulnerability of the ageing 
global population. Diarrhoeal diseases affect all ages, but particularly the young and the elderly….” 

They also point to cholera, clostridium difficile, and the future impact of climate change. 

New WHO page – Coming of age: Adolescent health 

http://www.who.int/health-topics/adolescents/coming-of-age-adolescent-health  

Further evidence of the rising prominence of Adolescent Health on the global health policy agenda.  
Including various resources. 

 

Access to medicines 

WHO – Informal discussion of the zero draft roadmap report 
on access to medicines and vaccines 2019-2023 

http://www.who.int/medicines/access_use/Contribution-InformalDiscussion-14Sept2018.pdf  

As of 10 September. With contributions from UN and other international organizations, from non-
state actors in official relations with WHO, … 

For some analysis, see Health Policy Watch - WHO Releases Draft Roadmap For Access To 
Medicines; Comments Show Polarised Views  

“…A preliminary draft of the roadmap was discussed last week with member states and stakeholders. 
The roadmap includes 10 priority activity areas, and a number of deliverables. WHO member states 
were consulted on the draft roadmap on 10-11 September. On 10 September, the WHO organised an 
informal discussion with stakeholders, who provided a range of comments to the draft. 

Several comments under the stakeholder category, such as from the South Centre, Médecins Sans 
Frontières (MSF – Doctors Without Borders), and Knowledge Ecology International (KEI) with 15 other 
groups, asked that the recommendations of the United Nations Secretary General High Level Panel 
on Access to Medicines be taken into account in the roadmap….” 

http://www.who.int/health-topics/adolescents/coming-of-age-adolescent-health
http://www.who.int/medicines/access_use/Contribution-InformalDiscussion-14Sept2018.pdf
http://www.ip-watch.org/2018/09/20/releases-draft-roadmap-access-medicines-comments-show-polarised-views/
http://www.ip-watch.org/2018/09/20/releases-draft-roadmap-access-medicines-comments-show-polarised-views/
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Human resources for health 

The Governance of National Community Health Worker 
Programmes in Low- and Middle-Income Countries: An 
Empirically Based Framework of Governance Principles, 
Purposes and Tasks 

Helen Schneider; 

http://www.ijhpm.com/article_3544_0.html?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter 

“National community health worker (CHW) programmes are increasingly regarded as an integral 
component of primary healthcare (PHC) in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs). At the 
interface of the formal health system and communities, CHW programmes evolve in context specific 
ways, with unique cadres and a variety of vertical and horizontal relationships. These programmes 
need to be appropriately governed if they are to succeed, yet there is little evidence or guidance on 
what this entails in practice. Based on empirical observations of South Africa’s community-based 
health sector and informed by theoretical insights on governance, this paper proposes a practical 
framework for the design and strengthening of CHW programme governance at scale. 
Conceptually, the framework is based on multi-level governance thinking, that is, the distributed, 
negotiated and iterative nature of decision-making, and the rules, processes and relationships that 
support this in health systems. The specific purposes and tasks of CHW programme governance 
outlined in the framework draw from observations and published case study research on the 
formulation and early implementation of the Ward Based Outreach Team strategy in South 
Africa….” 

BMJ Global Health - Creating a specialist physician workforce 
in low-resource settings: reflections and lessons learnt from 
the East African Training Initiative 

Neil Schluger et al; https://gh.bmj.com/content/3/5/e001041  

“Many African countries have extremely low ratios of physicians to population, and there are very, 
very few specialists. This leaves most patients without access to specialised care, and importantly 
also leaves many countries with insufficient expertise to properly evaluate the burden of illness and 
the needs of the population overall. The challenges to training a specialised physician workforce in 
resource-limited settings are many, and they go far beyond the (relatively simple) task of 
transmission of clinical skills. We initiated a capacity-building programme to train pulmonary 
physicians in Ethiopia, a country of 105 million persons with a high burden of lung disease that had 
no prior existing training programme in pulmonary medicine….” 

“…We have identified several components of training that go beyond clinical skills development 
but which we feel are crucial to sustainability. These components include the delineation of viable 
career pathways that allow professional growth for subspecialist physicians and that support the 
permanent establishment of a local faculty; the development of important non-clinical skills, 

http://www.ijhpm.com/article_3544_0.html?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
https://gh.bmj.com/content/3/5/e001041
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including leadership and pedagogical techniques; training in clinical research methodologies; and the 
development of mechanisms to amplify the impact of a still relatively small number of specialised 
physicians to address the needs of the population generally. Our programme, the East African 
Training Initiative, has successfully addressed many of these challenges and we hope that it can be 
replicated elsewhere.” 

Nigeria: International Confederation of Midwives Global 
Goodwill Ambassador Toyin Saraki Condemns Killing of 
Midwife in Nigeria 

https://allafrica.com/stories/201809180354.html?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter 

Sad news from this week. 

Cfr a poignant tweet: “This is Saifura! Boko Haram shot her in the head days ago. Her only crime was 
to be a midwife who worked to save vulnerable mothers from death. They asked her to kneel and 
they shot her in the head. She had 2 children. She was a hero. Today I bear witness to a magnificent 
life! 

International Journal for Equity in Health - Leadership 
experiences and practices of South African health managers: 
what is the influence of gender? -a qualitative, exploratory 
study 

M Shun-King, Lucy Gilson et al; https://equityhealthj.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12939-

018-0859-0 

“The importance of strong and transformative leadership is recognised as essential to the building of 
resilient and responsive health systems. In this regard, Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 5 
prioritises a current gap, by calling for women’s full and effective participation and equal 
opportunities for leadership, including in the health system. In South Africa, pre-democracy 
repressive race-based policies, coupled with strong patriarchy, led to women and especially black 
women, being ‘left behind’ in terms of career development and progression into senior health 
leadership positions.” 

Qualitative exploratory study. “…We examine[d] the influence of gender on career progression and 
leadership perceptions and experiences of senior managers in South Africa in five geographical 
districts, located in two provinces….” 

https://allafrica.com/stories/201809180354.html?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
https://equityhealthj.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12939-018-0859-0
https://equityhealthj.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12939-018-0859-0
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Miscellaneous 

Stat + – Gawande-led venture taps consulting giant to hone 
strategy for chronically ill 

https://www.statnews.com/2018/09/20/atul-gawande-health-venture-chronically-

ill/?utm_content=buffer0e280&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=twitter_

organic  

(gated) « The health venture led by Dr. Atul Gawande is working with a global consulting 
powerhouse to hone its strategy for improving care of chronically ill patients who account for the 
vast majority of medical costs, according to a person familiar with the arrangement. The partnership 
with Boston-based Monitor Group, the business consulting arm of Deloitte, signals a desire to 
deliver stepped-up services — enabled by data and modern technology — to frequent users of health 
care within Amazon, Berkshire Hathaway, and JPMorgan Chase, the companies that hired Gawande 
to rein in their 1.2 million employees’ health spending.” 

Brookings - How many people will the world leave behind? 

Homi Kharas et al; Brookings report;  

Short report on a new Brookings paper in which global progress on the SDGs is discussed, and 

challenges.  

Among the results:  

“Overall, our findings show that most countries are making progress on most issues, but the SDGs 
still require much faster progress in order to leave no one behind.” 

“…In considering which countries face the biggest challenges if recent trends continue, we also find: 
A small number of countries will account for the majority of people left behind on each issue, 
although the mix of countries differs by indicator. On multiple indicators, Nigeria, India, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Pakistan, and China are home to a large share of the people left behind, as are 
the United States and Brazil in some instances. Independent of population size, countries like Central 
African Republic, Chad, South Sudan, and Somalia will be furthest from the absolute targets in 
2030….” 

https://www.statnews.com/2018/09/20/atul-gawande-health-venture-chronically-ill/?utm_content=buffer0e280&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=twitter_organic
https://www.statnews.com/2018/09/20/atul-gawande-health-venture-chronically-ill/?utm_content=buffer0e280&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=twitter_organic
https://www.statnews.com/2018/09/20/atul-gawande-health-venture-chronically-ill/?utm_content=buffer0e280&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=twitter_organic
https://www.brookings.edu/research/how-many-people-will-the-world-leave-behind/?utm_campaign=KFF-2018-Daily-GHP-Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=65980327&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--Na34iWMmLRaCdRMVjb8KojlmD4a2iNs1l3hhSakO-w92RjK_Dx9SAX_FHKpCC8TAqudrWsA_p93RCBc4HQnxW6H-uP2HXf3HBSQeWBp3JF3R-K_8&_hsmi=65980327
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/HowManyLeftBehind.pdf
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ODI (Briefing paper ) - Decent work, migration and the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development 

https://www.odi.org/publications/11193-decent-work-migration-and-2030-agenda-sustainable-

development  

“This briefing explores international labour migration against the backdrop of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. It uses a ‘decent work’ lens to explore how employment (in relation to its 
quality, terms and regulation) relates to migration (including the decision to migrate, integration, 
return and remittance-sending).” 

Among the results: “…Globally, 40% of workers are in vulnerable or precarious forms of work – 
migrants are disproportionately represented in this share….” 

Project Syndicate - Can Trade Agreements Be a Friend to 
Labor? 

Dani Rodrik; https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/trade-agreement-labor-provisions-

small-practical-effect-by-dani-rodrik-2018-09 

“To date, labor clauses in trade agreements have remained a fig leaf, neither raising labor 
standards abroad nor protecting them at home. Real change would require a significantly different 
approach, including how trade agreements uphold and enforce workers’ rights.” 

“…If we are serious about improving working conditions everywhere, we should resort to experts on 
human rights, labor markets, and development, and raise the profile of the International Labor 
Organization instead. The objectives of both domestic labor unions and international human-rights 
advocates are served better through other means….” 

Rodrik concludes: “Labor rights are too important to leave to trade negotiators alone. To date, 
labor clauses in trade agreements have remained a fig leaf, neither raising labor standards abroad 
nor protecting them at home. Real change would require a significantly different approach. We can 
start by treating labor rights as being on a par with commercial interests, rather than being an 
adjunct to them.” 

Foreign Policy - China Is Buying African Media’s Silence 

https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/09/14/china-is-buying-african-medias-silence/  

“… After more than a decade of planning, setting up, and bankrolling African media, the Chinese are 
finally ready to cash in on their investment. Last week, I decided to dedicate my weekly column in a 
South African newspaper to discussing the persecution of more than 1 million Uighur Muslims in 
China’s Xinjiang province….”   

https://www.odi.org/publications/11193-decent-work-migration-and-2030-agenda-sustainable-development
https://www.odi.org/publications/11193-decent-work-migration-and-2030-agenda-sustainable-development
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/trade-agreement-labor-provisions-small-practical-effect-by-dani-rodrik-2018-09
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/trade-agreement-labor-provisions-small-practical-effect-by-dani-rodrik-2018-09
https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/09/14/china-is-buying-african-medias-silence/
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“…No more than a few hours after the piece was published by newspapers belonging to Independent 
Media, South Africa’s second-largest media company, I was told that the column would not be 
uploaded online. A day later, my weekly column on neglected people and places around the globe, 
which I have been writing since September 2016, was immediately canceled.” 

Project Syndicate - The Siren Song of Left-Wing Populism 

C Kaltwasser (professor political science in Chile); https://www.project-

syndicate.org/commentary/siren-song-of-left-wing-populism-by-cristobal-rovira-kaltwasser-2018-09  

“A growing number of commentators believe that populism represents the best strategy for the left 
to reclaim power and advance policies needed to provide economic security in the face of 
globalization. But these thinkers should look beyond populism's electoral effectiveness, and 
acknowledge the threat that it can pose to democracy.”  

Not entirely wrong, this criticism of Chantal Mouffe & her new book, ‘For a Left Populism’. Still, 
they’ll have to do better than just referring to Maduro & co to bury left populism (as a way forward, 
also for global health) under the ground.   

Nature (Comment) - Don’t forget people in the use of big data 
for development 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-06215-

5?utm_source=twt_nnc&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=naturenews&sf197665013=1  

“Information from satellites, mobile phones and other sources is not a panacea for international-
development problems, warns Joshua Blumenstock.” 

ODI - Migration and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development 

M Foresti et al ; https://www.odi.org/publications/10913-migration-and-2030-agenda-sustainable-
development  

“…Here we collate, and draw out key findings from, a series of twelve ODI policy briefings which 
analyse the interrelationship between migration and key development areas….” 

 

And some quick links: 

https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/siren-song-of-left-wing-populism-by-cristobal-rovira-kaltwasser-2018-09
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/siren-song-of-left-wing-populism-by-cristobal-rovira-kaltwasser-2018-09
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-06215-5?utm_source=twt_nnc&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=naturenews&sf197665013=1
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-06215-5?utm_source=twt_nnc&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=naturenews&sf197665013=1
https://www.odi.org/publications/10913-migration-and-2030-agenda-sustainable-development
https://www.odi.org/publications/10913-migration-and-2030-agenda-sustainable-development
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Guardian - 'It's a revolution': Indian officials deliver public services at people's doorsteps  

“A home visit scheme aims to spare people the queues – and the bribes – often associated with a trip 
to a government office… … “The Delhi government, ruled by the Aam Aadmi (Common Man) party, 
has rolled out a radical scheme, at a cost of 150m rupees (£1.57m), to free the city’s 18 million 
residents from having to visit government offices – and reduce corruption. Forty services including 
applications for driving licences, marriage certificates, pensions, and water connections are now 
being delivered to people’s doorsteps….” 

The Global (blog)  - Has MIKTA augmented the global governance role of middle powers? 

We bet you’ve never heard of MIKTA. “Five of the G20’s middle powers declared their participation 
in a new informal partnership termed MIKTA (Mexico, Indonesia, South Korea, Turkey, and 
Australia) in September of 2013 at the 68th meeting of the United Nations (UN) General Assembly. 
MIKTA primarily aims to serve and protect the interests of its five members on the global scale. This 
article assesses the global governance role by MIKTA in last 5 years since its establishment.” 

Research  

Health Promotion International - Updating the determinants 
of health model in the Information Age 

L Rice et al; https://academic.oup.com/heapro/advance-article-
abstract/doi/10.1093/heapro/day064/5095999?redirectedFrom=fulltext  

“In 1991, Dahlgren and Whitehead produced a highly influential model of the determinants of 
health that has since been used by numerous national and international public health organizations 
globally. The purpose of the model is to enable interventions that improve health to be addressed at 
four key policy levels. It is not a model of health or disease; instead the model is structured around 
health policy decision-making. However the model needs an update, since it was devised there has 
been a digital revolution that has transformed every aspect of: human life, our cities, society and 
the fundamental principles upon which the global economy operates. The article examines the 
impact of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) on the determinants of health. ICT 
has given rise to a new Information Age that is implicated in many of the major global health issues 
today. Addressing contemporary health issues requires intervention at the level of ICT, particularly as 
health communication online is central to the delivery and dissemination of public health policies.” 

International Journal of Health Services - Cora Du Bois’ Brief 
Stint With the World Health Organization (1950–1951): Right 
Time, Wrong Place 

http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0020731418801321  

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2018/sep/17/india-officials-deliver-public-services-doorsteps
https://theglobal.blog/2018/05/29/has-mikta-augmented-the-global-governance-role-of-middle-powers/
https://academic.oup.com/heapro/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/heapro/day064/5095999?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/heapro/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/heapro/day064/5095999?redirectedFrom=fulltext
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0020731418801321
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“Brock Chisholm, director-general of the World Health Organization (WHO) in the early 1950s, was 
heard to say that “one cultural anthropologist [Cora Du Bois] was worth one hundred malaria 
teams.” Paul Russell, the leading malariologist at the time, responded (privately in his diary) that 
Chisholm’s remark was the sort that “one might expect from a psychiatrist planning a world health 
program.” George Foster reported that Du Bois “was completely disgusted with” her stay at WHO. 
“They never asked her to do anything. She never followed up.” Chisholm was not the only one who 
appreciated her contribution to the work of WHO; other WHO programs and offices would have 
welcomed her contribution. However, by operating out of WHO’s South-East Asia Regional Office 
(SEARO), she found herself isolated with little chance of her work being reviewed favorably, i.e., 
the “wrong place.”” 

Global Challenges - Supporting Scientific Advice through a 
Boundary Organization 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/gch2.201800018  

“The complex socio‐environmental issues faced by society – including climate change, resource 
management, and fostering resiliency in landscapes that intermix human and natural features – are 
difficult challenges that demand contextually appropriate evidence‐based interventions. 
Institutional arrangements for providing scientific advice range from individual science advisors to 
large scientific committees or advisory councils, with a great deal of variation in their formal and 
informal structures. Regardless of the structuring of advisors, however, these arrangements face a 
common challenge: being required to speak to a wide range of issues in a time‐sensitive manner, 
each of which has extensive stakeholder communities, deep disciplinary knowledge, and many 
complicating attributes. It is argued that creating a formally associated, supporting boundary 
organization that is tasked with supporting the advisory functions can help to resolve this challenge 
and improve the overall quality of advice offered. Using a case study – the California Ocean Science 
Trust and its advice on coastal and ocean management issues – it is argued that boundary 
organizations can help science advisors maintain links with disparate stakeholder communities, 
adjudicate between competing forms of expertise, help to provide nuance in grappling with the 
tensions between science and politics, and support an “honest broker” advising function.” 

BMC Health Services - Research capacity building 
frameworks for allied health professionals – a systematic 
review 

J Matus et al; https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-018-3518-7  

“Building the capacity of allied health professionals to engage in research has been recognised as a 
priority due to the many benefits it brings for patients, healthcare professionals, healthcare 
organisations and society more broadly. There is increasing recognition of the need for a coordinated 
multi-strategy approach to building research capacity. The aim of this systematic review was to 
identify existing integrated models and frameworks which guide research capacity building for allied 
health professionals working in publicly funded secondary and tertiary healthcare organisations….” 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/gch2.201800018
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-018-3518-7


 

55 
 

International Journal for Equity in Health -Government roles 
in regulating medical tourism: evidence from Guatemala 

Ronald Labonté et al; https://equityhealthj.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12939-018-0866-
1  

“Regulation of the medical tourism and public health sectors overlap in many instances, raising 
questions of how patient safety, economic growth, and health equity can be protected. The case of 
Guatemala is used to explore how the regulatory challenges posed by medical tourism should be 
dealt with in countries seeking to grow this sector….” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://equityhealthj.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12939-018-0866-1
https://equityhealthj.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12939-018-0866-1

