IHP news 431 : Lancet commission on
neurology, Gene editing & more
Dear Colleagues
This week, the Lancet commission on neurology has reiterated the need for improved mental health
services across board.
In this week’s Featured article, Dr. Kuassi Virgil Lokossou from the West Africa Health Organisation
(WAHO) tell you all you need to know about One Health set up as a partnership by the World Health
Organisation (WHO), Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and World Organisation for Animal
Health (OIE) to promote an integrated approach towards the management of epidemics and other
health emergencies, based mainly on strengthening collaborations between the main sectors concerned,
in particular human health, animal health and the environment.

Enjoy your reading.
The editorial team.

Featured Article
What single health platform can support multi-sectoral
collaboration and coordination on epidemics and health
emergencies in West Africa?
Dr. Kuassi Virgil Lokossou

PO/Epidemic Control-Rapid response Team West African Health Organization (WAHO)

West Africa is regularly faced with threats and socio-economic consequences of
epidemics caused by infectious diseases, including zoonotic diseases. This is largely
due to the fact that humans and animals share the same ecosystem with an increased
risk of disease development and globalization trends due to rapid population growth and
high mobility, climate change and massive urbanization. Prevention, preparedness and

response to major public health events require collaboration between several sectors,
namely human health, animal health, agriculture and water resources among others.

To this end, the World Health Organisation (WHO), Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) and World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) agreed on a partnership to
promote an integrated approach towards the management of epidemics and other
health emergencies, based mainly on strengthening collaborations between the main
sectors concerned, in particular human health, animal health and the environment.

To advance this strategy on the African continent, a regional conference was organized
by the WHO in November 2012 in Libreville. The countries represented at this meeting
as well as the regional political organizations, committed to putting in place mechanisms
and procedures to accelerate the operationalization of the ‘One Health’ approach. In line
with these commitments, the West African Health Organization (WAHO) and the WHO
Regional Office for Africa jointly organized a technical and ministerial meeting on the
One Health approach in Dakar in November 2016 to strengthen the fight against
zoonoses and major public health events.

The proposals and recommendations resulting from these meetings were the subject of
a draft resolution which was adopted by the ECOWAS Heads of State Conference. The
draft resolution aimed at the adoption of national and regional strategies for the
institutionalization of the One Health approach in accordance with the International
Health Regulations (IHR), the PVS (Performance of Veterinary Services) and the
Global Health Security Agenda (GHSA) and other related frameworks and to obtain
strong political commitment from the highest authorities for the implementation of the
One Health approach in their respective countries.

On this basis, a meeting was held in Abuja to discuss, amend and adopt the political
coordination platform of the ECOWAS regional framework, One Health. This regional
platform, built around the ECOWAS Commission, includes: (i) a level of political
coordination by the Assemblies of Ministers of the ECOWAS countries of the sectors
concerned, (ii) a level of strategic coordination and technical analysis by the Technical
Advisory Council of the Regional Centre for Surveillance and Disease Control of
ECOWAS and (iii) an operational level for the management of epidemics and public
health emergencies provided by the Regional Centre for Surveillance and Control of
Diseases of ECOWAS and the Regional Animal Health Centre.

The aim is to ensure the leadership of the implementation and the sustainability of the
regional framework of the ‘Single Health’ approach. This crucible of exchange and
sharing of experiences between countries also aims to define policy orientations,
validate the strategies and interventions of the regional advisory committee and review
reports on the implementation of country and regional activities on the implementation
of the One Health approach. It constitutes an opportunity for strategic advocacy in order
to mobilize endogenous resources sine qua non condition for a perpetuation of the
acquired.

At the end of the Abuja meeting, the various sectoral ministers agreed on the necessity
and relevance of this initiative, which will feed into the reflection on regional strategies
for preparing and responding to major public health events. They agreed on the
following steps: (i) The development and implementation of an integrated multi-sectoral
strategic plan for public health emergencies involving regional actors from all relevant
sectors and disciplines; (Ii) The joint response by the Regional Rapid Response
Mechanism (real context or simulation exercises); (Iii) Regular risk assessment and
prioritization of diseases at regional and national levels; (Iv) Strengthening systems for
monitoring and information sharing; and (v) Establishing mechanisms for regional
collaboration ‘Single Health’ for surveillance and early detection of infectious diseases,
antimicrobial resistance and their risk factors at the level of each ECOWAS country,
taking into account frameworks and existing tools.

Technical and financial partners like the World Bank and United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) are also committed to supporting the initiatives
selected in the context of the operationalization of the One Health approach. Progress
on the selected actions agreed to be monitored at an annual meeting with the effective
participation of the various ministers in charge of the sectors involved.

Highlights of the week

Lancet – Defeating Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias: a
Lancet commission on neurology
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laneur/issue/current
Read the Lancet Commission “which identifies identifying key steps in developing safe and effective
treatment and prevention strategies. A Series of papers reviews treatment approaches, discusses the clinical

relevance of neuroimaging findings, and considers what the future might hold as the field reaps the benefits
of genetics and translational research.”

Gene editing
Lancet: Genetic variants and Huntington's
http://www.thelancet.com/pbassets/Lancet/stories/audio/laneur/2017/laneur_080817_huntingtons.mp3
“Lesley Jones and Sarah Tabrizi talk about their work on the identification of genetic markers associated
with the progression of Huntington's disease.”

NPR - People Back Editing Genes To Treat Disease, But Are Wary Of Inheritable
Changes
http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2017/08/10/542659066/people-back-editing-genes-to-treatdisease-but-are-wary-of-inheritable-changes
“People were more accepting of gene editing aimed at treating or preventing disease. In these situations,
about two thirds of people saw both inheritable treatments and those that can't be passed down as
"acceptable."

Human Germline Genome Editing
https://tinyurl.com/yb3a5zpn
A consortium of 11 genetics groups released policy recommendations for “germline” editing.

It went a step further this week with - Bold advance could men pig-to-human
transplants by 2020
https://mobile.nytimes.com/2017/08/10/health/gene-editing-pigs-organtransplants.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage
“In a striking advance that helps open the door to organ transplants from animals, researchers
have created gene-edited piglets cleansed of viruses that might cause disease in humans.
“The experiments, reported on Thursday in the journal Science, may make it possible one day
to transplant livers, hearts and other organs from pigs into humans, a hope that experts had all
but given up.”

Claire McDaniel and Daniel Marchalik: The future of genetics—how far is too far?
http://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2017/08/10/claire-mcdaniel-and-daniel-marchalik-the-future-of-genetics-how-far-istoo-far/

“The US Food and Drug Administration recently recommended the approval of a gene altering treatment for
leukemia, which could be the first gene therapy available in the US. The therapy involves rewriting the genetic
code of patients’ white blood cells to make them attack their own cancer. Yet although it may sound like
science fiction, this advance has been millennia in the making, and is simply the latest step in humanity’s long
quest to unlock the essence of life—the gene.”

Harvard bioethicist shares hope, concerns on gene-editing
http://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2017/08/harvard-bioethicist-responds-to-edit-of-disease-gene-in-embryo/
“Researchers said they cured a relatively common and potentially deadly genetic disease, hypertrophic
cardiomyopathy. Why is this not uniformly good news? What’s the big fear?”

Gene Editing for ‘Designer Babies’? Highly Unlikely, Scientists Say
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/04/science/gene-editing-embryos-designer-babies.html
“Fears that embryo modification could allow parents to custom order a baby with Lin-Manuel Miranda’s
imagination or Usain Bolt’s speed are closer to science fiction than science. News that an international team of
scientists in Oregon had successfully modified the DNA of human embryos has renewed apprehensions that
babies will one day be “designed.””

Cholera & humanitarian crisis in Yemen
Guardian - Bombed bin trucks, breeding bacteria, dirty water: Yemen’s cholera
explosion
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/2017/aug/10/bombed-bintrucks-breeding-bacteria-dirty-water-yemens-cholera-explosion
“Red Cross worker Choung-Kyu Ryu describes the devastation being caused by the two-year long conflict
in Yemen, where one in 62 now has cholera.”

Protection Guidance for Cholera Response in Yemen
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/protection-guidance-cholera-response-yemen-august-2017
“The Protection Cluster, including the Child Protection and Gender-Based Violence Sub-Clusters, are
providing the following guidance to humanitarian agencies involved in the cholera response to assist
them during the planning and implementation of the cholera response.”

Yemen's civil war turns country into cholera breeding ground
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-08-yemen-civil-war-country-cholera.html

“In the cholera hotspot of al-Umayri village, where the first case was reported in Sanaa province, one
water well labeled "polluted" is still frequented by barefoot boys carrying jerry cans. Near Sanaa's main
water treatment plant, which pumps treated sewage to farmlands, farmers frequently break the
pipelines and irrigate their farmlands with raw sewage. The harvest goes to Sanaa's residents and
restaurants.”

International day of the world's indigenous peoples (August 9)
Guardian - ‘Indigenous peoples are the best guardians of world's biodiversity’
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/andes-to-the-amazon/2017/aug/09/indigenous-peoplesare-the-best-guardians-of-the-worlds-biodiversity
In this interview to mark the International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples, Kankanaey Igorot
woman Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, who is the UN Special Rapporteur speaks about the UN’s Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which she calls “historic” and was adopted 10 years ago, and why the
Declaration is so important, as she argues that governments are failing to implement it, and claims that
the struggle for indigenous rights “surpasses” other great social movements of the past.

World Indigenous Peoples’ Conference on Viral Hepatitis
http://deltadiscovery.com/world-indigenous-peoples-conference-on-viral-hepatitis/
The Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium and the World Hepatitis Alliance (WHA) hosted the Second
World Indigenous Peoples’ Conference on Viral Hepatitis, from August 8-9 in Anchorage at Alaska Pacific
University. The conference welcomed Indigenous peoples and providers from across the globe to further
the conversation on viral hepatitis in Indigenous communities.

Global Health Security
‘Bioterrorism threats require common global experimentation oversight’
https://homelandprepnews.com/featured/23673-bioterrorism-threats-require-common-globalexperimentation-oversight-expert-says/
Dr. Tom Inglesby, who is recognized worldwide in the fields of public health preparedness,
pandemic and emerging infectious disease, and biological threat response and prevention says,
“without an internationally standardized approval process to guide countries in conducting
public health-related experiments, resurrecting an eradicated disease in the lab increases the
risk it could be used as an agent of bioterrorism.”

Trump & global health
NYT - Programs That Fight Teenage Pregnancy Are at Risk of Being Cut
https://mobile.nytimes.com/2017/08/10/health/teen-pregnancy-prevention-trump-budget-cuts.html
“The pregnancy prevention projects … are among hundreds across the country, reaching more than a
million youths, that are funded by a program the Trump administration has scheduled for elimination in
its proposed budget. If Congress concurs, it will end the Obama-era effort to shift away from decades of
reliance on abstinence-only programs, which showed little to no evidence of effectiveness.”

STAT - Trump to declare national emergency over opioids two days after top aide
rejected notion
https://www.statnews.com/2017/08/10/trump-opioid-emergency/
“President Trump on Thursday said his administration would declare the opioid crisis a
national emergency, just two days after his top health official said, after meeting with the
president, that such a step was not necessary.
“Trump’s remarks came after his commission on combatting drug abuse issued an “urgent”
recommendation last week that he issue an emergency declaration.”

Global Humanitarian crisis
Lancet (Editorial) Health providers—helping to disrupt human trafficking
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(17)32161-X/fulltext
“Victims of human trafficking by necessity attempt to remain invisible, but are often in plain view.
Interestingly, by some estimates, upwards of half of trafficking victims have interacted with the
health-care system at some point during their ordeal, presenting an important point of access for
intervention. Health-care providers are in a special position to screen and treat victims of
trafficking and to connect them with help, but could also be instrumental in improving estimates
of the number of victims.”

Guardian - Teargas, cold, no toilets: plight of refugees in Calais revealed
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/aug/10/teargas-cold-no-toilets-plight-of-refugeesback-in-calais-revealed
“As woods in northern France once again house hundreds of people, many report police
aggression and sparse supplies.”

Global governance of health

Health financing policies in Sub-Saharan Africa: government ownership or donors’ influence? A
scoping review of policymaking processes
https://ghrp.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s41256-017-0043-x
Lara Gautier and Valéry Ridde say “the rise on the international scene of advocacy for universal health
coverage (UHC) was accompanied by the promotion of a variety of health financing policies. Major
donors presented health insurance, user fee exemption, and results-based financing policies as relevant
instruments for achieving UHC in Sub-Saharan Africa.”

UHC
Why is #gender important 4 health financing & #UHC? Minding the gaps http://bit.ly/2u1QRdm

Infectious diseases & NTDs
BMJ- Doctors are told to use hepatitis B vaccine sparingly because of global shortage
http://www.bmj.com/content/358/bmj.j3801
“Doctors have been told to use the hepatitis B vaccine sparingly, and only for people at highest immediate risk
of infection, because of a global shortage.”

PLOS - Dengue virus, the frequent flier
Air travel is driving the spread of dengue virus in new places around the world, according to a study in
PLOS Neglected Tropical Diseases

GHN - Unintended Consequences
https://www.globalhealthnow.org/index.php/2017-08/unintended-consequences
“A new study by London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine researchers evaluated the use of
malaria rapid diagnostic tests and found mixed results. Researchers analyzed over 500,000 cases across
sub-Saharan Africa and Afghanistan and found that while mRDTs successfully lowered overuse of ACT (a
powerful malaria drug combo), antibiotic use for nonmalarial fevers rose significantly. They also found
that in 5 of the 8 African studies, over 20% of confirmed malaria patients were not given ACT. Ruling out
ACT availability, this result, says lead author Katia Bruxvoort, “is troubling and deserves further study.””

Devex- How to build a data system for urban malaria surveillance
https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-how-to-build-a-data-system-for-urban-malariasurveillance-90826

“There is an opportunity to transform existing efforts by pooling the available data and
constructing a model for malaria risk forecasting, prevention, and control. An integrated data
system would not only equip city governments to more accurately control malaria outbreaks,
but would also provide a framework for developing similar systems for other vector borne
diseases.”

AMR
Tackling resistant malaria may fuel antimicrobial resistance
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2143109/
According to Rachel Baxter, “Rapid tests that can tell if a person has malaria or not have led to a sharp
drop in unnecessary malaria drug prescriptions, but may also have prompted a rise in the use
of antibiotics.”

NCDs
Lancet (Editorial) - Pointing the way to primary prevention of dementia

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laneur/article/PIIS1474-4422(17)302569/fulltext
“An analysis of population-based data found that about a third of AD cases in the USA and Europe were
attributable to seven potentially modifiable risk factors: physical inactivity, smoking, midlife
hypertension, midlife obesity, diabetes, depression, and low educational attainment. The findings
suggested that, by targeting these risk factors with public-health interventions, disease prevalence could
be substantially reduced.”

Clare Gerada: Mental illness among doctors—it’s time to address systemic problems
http://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2017/08/09/clare-gerada-mental-illness-among-doctors/
“Suicide among doctors is a serious problem. Across the world, in all health systems (whether publicly or
privately funded) and across time, the rates of suicide among doctors have been found to be higher
compared to the general population or other professional groups.”

Powering Up to Fight Tobacco
https://www.globalhealthnow.org/2017-08/best-way-save-billion-lives

“Tobacco kills more than 7 million people every year. Most live in low- and middle-income
countries, where smoking rates are declining far more slowly than in wealthier countries—and
where rates are increasing in some countries. As tobacco companies have lost customers in
Europe and the US, they are ramping up their marketing in developing countries to attract new
users—and fighting every effort to protect people from their deadly products.”

SR/Mat/neonatal & child health
Breastfeeding: a missed opportunity for global health
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(17)32163-3/fulltext
“The Global Breastfeeding Scorecard, produced by the Global Breastfeeding Collective—a partnership of
20 international agencies and non-governmental organisations led by UNICEF and WHO—compared the
performance of 194 countries on seven key indicators: funding for breastfeeding programmes,
implementation of the marketing code for breastmilk substitutes, paid maternity leave, appropriate
breastfeeding practices in maternity facilities, access to breastfeeding support, community support for
breastfeeding, and systems to track performance of national policies.”

Counting stillbirths and achieving accountability: A global health priority
http://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002364&utm_content=buffer8
ffe3&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
“Over the last several years, the relative importance of stillbirths and their links to interventions to
address maternal and newborn health have also been underscored. Despite this advocacy, the estimated
2.6 million stillbirths globally largely remain a hidden issue on the global policy platform, with little to no
awareness for action at the country level.”

Human Resources for Health
Deteriorating mental health in a Greek refugee camp
http://globalhealth.thelancet.com/2017/08/07/deteriorating-mental-health-greek-refugee-camp
“More psychological support services are needed in the camp. Many mental health interventions have
been shown to be effective in other acute refugee emergencies. A more sustainable and long-term
solution would be to improve the asylum and relocation service so that applicants are processed and
moved on … in a timely manner.”

Miscellaneous

For many girls, school holidays means FGM “cutting season”
http://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/many-girls-school-holidays-means-fgm-cutting-season
“July, August and September are something of a “cutting season” for many girls around the world, when
the break from school means they have time to undergo, and recover from, FGM.”

East Africa Key Message Update, August 2017
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/east-africa-key-message-update-august-2017
“A major food security Emergency is expected to continue into early 2018 in the Somali Region of
Ethiopia, following a severe drought over the past year. Large food consumption gaps among worstaffected households, in combination with serious outbreaks of Acute Watery Diarrhea and measles are
contributing to atypically high levels of acute malnutrition.”

Artificial sweeteners trick the brain: study
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-08-artificial-sweeteners-brain.html
“Researchers at Yale University School of Medicine say that in nature the intensity of sweetness reflects
the amount of energy present. But in modern-day life, the body's metabolism is fooled when a beverage
is either too sweet or not sweet enough for the amount of calories it contains.”

A 'Vaccine For Addiction' Is No Simple Fix
http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2017/08/10/542605039/a-vaccine-for-addiction-is-nosimple-fix
“Kim Janda, a professor of chemistry at the Scripps Research Institute, says he's thinking about
developing a vaccine that targets both heroin and fentanyl. But his first priority is to test a heroin vaccine
in people.”

Research
How science is communicated impacts how science is received: Early career
researchers share their take on the future of #scicomm
http://blogs.plos.org/thestudentblog/2017/08/08/how-science-is-communicated-impacts-how-scienceis-received-early-career-researchers-share-their-take-on-the-future-of-scicomm/
“In the fifth cycle of the ECR Travel Awards, early career researchers wrote in with their thoughts on how
methods of science communication can influence the way a community assesses the value of science. We

received hundreds of responses from these PLOS-published authors, many addressing how research
dissemination impacts perceptions of science by nonscientists and the public, while other essays focused
on how scientists can better connect within and across research communities.”

Big data yields surprising connections between diseases
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-08-big-yieldsdiseases.html?utm_source=tabs&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=story-tabs
“Using health insurance claims data from more than 480,000 people in nearly 130,000 families,
researchers at the University of Chicago have created a new classification of common diseases based on
how often they occur among genetically-related individuals.”

Upcoming
Fourth Global Forum on Human Resources for Health
Read more about the The Fourth Global Forum on Human Resources for Health - Building the
health workforce of the future - will be held in Dublin, Ireland, from 13-17 November 2017

