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IHP news 424   :    On Wu Wei & World Yoga Day 

(23  June 2017)     

The weekly International Health Policies (IHP) newsletter is an initiative of the Health Policy unit at the 
Institute of Tropical Medicine in Antwerp, Belgium.  

Dear Colleagues, 

Earlier this week I came across an article on ‘Wu Wei’ in a glossy philosophy magazine, an interview 
with Edward Slingerland. Suddenly I realized that this way of being had characterized Asmat Malik, 
the friend the EV community lost a few weeks ago. Implicitly, we all admired this in him.  For the 
many evidence-based people among you who are perhaps not that much into Taoism, a definition 
might be useful: Wu Wei is “ the cultivation of a state of being in which our actions are quite 
effortlessly in alignment with the ebb and flow of the elemental cycles of the natural world. It is a 
kind of “going with the flow” that is characterized by great ease and awake-ness, in which--without 
even trying--we’re able to respond perfectly to whatever situations arise.”  Asmat had that gift, and 
although his compatriot Faraz also seems to have great talent in this regard, I don’t think there’s 
something in the Pakistani water. 

Another (contemporary) example is Michelle Obama, Slingerland argues. We tend to trust these 
kinds of people, as we notice they do things – usually the right thing – almost effortlessly. In the 
article, Slingerland makes the case that the art of “wu wei” forms the basis of prosperous societies - 
in WHO jargon we’d call it perhaps a key ‘building block’. Now, I’ll be the first one to admit that the 
‘Harmonious Society’ as advocated by some of the current and previous Chinese leaders doesn’t quite 
fit the bill, but in general I think Slingerland has a point. If we were to organize our societies in such 
ways that ‘wu wei’ can occur more often/spontaneously  (I admit that sounds a bit contradictory), I 
think we’d all benefit, both at a personal and societal (‘trust’) level.  At the moment, we still live in a 
rather different world, with ever increasing contracts (“ an obsession typical of white elite men” in 
the words of Slingerland ), deliverables, deadlines to meet, litigation, etc.   You know the drill.  

True, accountability is important. We don’t want “wu wei’ tax havens & vulture funds, and Trump’s 
tweets also look fairly “effortless”, especially the ones he sends out at 3 am.  Asmat no doubt also 
delivered many ‘deliverables’ in his professional life. Still, at the same time he knew he was doing the 
right thing; his actions showed a kind of grace and harmony that our societies and organizations too 
often lack. I don’t know how ‘wu wei’ would (or even could) work in global health, but it seems a 
question worth exploring. Not exactly a job for Chris Murray et al, I’d say, but maybe we can dedicate 
a(nother) Lancet Commission to it, chaired by the “no drama” Obama’s and funded by the Chinese – 
channeling some of their (plentiful) Belt & Road money perhaps?  

“Wu wei” is also about being authentic and relaxed, especially when meeting with people – see the 
difference between Theresa May & Jeremy Corbyn after the horrible fire tragedy in London last 
weekend.  

I firmly agree with one of my (Indian) co-editors, however, that you can’t “wu wei” everything: being 
“wu wei” about the weather doesn’t work for everybody, for example. Air-conditioning (or a fan, in 

https://www.filosofie.nl/nl/artikel/47520/wu-wei-je-wint-als-je-niet-wilt-winnen.html
https://www.thoughtco.com/wu-wei-the-action-of-non-action-3183209
http://www.internationalhealthpolicies.org/asmat-malik-a-generous-and-kind-friend-we-wont-forget/
https://www.thoughtco.com/wu-wei-the-action-of-non-action-3183209
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resource poor settings like the ITM ) is non-negotiable when it's over 30 degrees Celsius 
consistently! If not, you might end up with both “non-action” and/or “overheated” action, depending 
on how staff is wired. (PS: I know we’re spoiled brats at IHP, and really shouldn’t complain in 
comparison with other parts of the world! ) 

Enjoy your reading. 

The editorial team 

Featured Article 

Journalists: An integral part of the HSR confab? 

Adie Vanessa Offiong ( journalist & currently an International Health Policies (IHP) intern at ITM) 

Before November 2016, it had been quite a while since I attended any health conference. I therefore 
was ecstatic when the opportunity came for me to attend the 4th Global Symposium on Health 
Systems Research in Vancouver as part of the West African Network of Emerging Leaders in health 
policy and systems (WANEL).  

At the time, I had no clue what HSR meant but my journalistic alter ego took charge as I began going 
over in my head, how many possible story ideas I would get from there, people I would meet, 
possible collaborations I could engage in and so on. Also, knowing I would meet people coming from 
countries with similar situations and challenges as mine is laden with, I looked forward to the 
opportunity of listening to them and hear their success stories.  

One of the most visible things to me in the first few days was how they all seemed to know one 
another.  I would be in conversation with a WANEL member and almost faster than sound, see an 
expression of excitement on their face. Initially it was rather incomprehensible, as I silently 
wondered what part of what we were talking about was joke enough to provoke such a smile, squeal 
or laughter. But in no time, I saw the reason. They had seen a familiar face they shared a common 
history with, working to bring about better and sustainable health systems. This was a regular 
occurrence and I was curious to understand how in only three editions of the HSR, these people had 
built such a network and sense of community. The warmth of this close-knit family was contagious, 
in spite of the rather chilly autumn weather outside. 

I had my moments of stardom and absolutely relished the quizzical looks on the faces when I 
introduced myself as a journalist. For reasons not entirely clear to me, the average health systems 
researcher admires two kinds of “ health systems" people: policymakers and, to a lesser extent 
perhaps, but still, journalists (even if they probably don’t trust them fully ).  I also enjoyed 
responding to their question and at some point began reeling it out to them before they asked – “A 
journalist, what’s a journalist doing here. Come to think of it, I never imagined it was an important 
part of this conference.” 

http://healthsystemsresearch.org/hsr2016/
http://healthsystemsresearch.org/hsr2016/
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For those who were interested in carrying the conversation further, it was quite heartwarming when 
I saw that they realised how very alike our goals are and the fact that whether researcher, decision 
maker, practitioner, activist or journalist, we are all working together and fighting for the same 
cause – better lives for our people.  

Whilst I was happy to see the HSR camaraderie, I wondered why only mostly researchers and people 
in health systems enjoyed such a bond at the HSR. Why were the (handful) journalists I met, there 
mainly to cover the event, while attending sessions and not playing any key roles (except for a few 
plenaries with moderating journalists.) I was certainly glad I could contribute by moderating a 
WANEL panel. 

There are no boundaries where it comes to what HSR as an idea, movement, phenomenon can stand 
and strive for. I have a hunch however, that the HSR community would be better heard and be more 
impactful if team HSG made a conscious and deliberate effort to include more journalists in the 
programme, not just to cover sessions (including plenaries) or to moderate sessions with HPSR stars, 
old and emerging ones.  These are generic roles expected of journalists.  But they’re also rather 
unadventurous. What about inviting journalists who for instance can follow a Kabir Sheikh for a day 
or a Lucy Gilson (good luck with that )? Or a journalist who can further investigate issues raised at 
the symposium or one who can query policies and budgets armed with verifiable information 
gathered at the Symposium? Or better still, invite journalists who when they report can share stories 
of successful models that have worked in other parts of the world and can be applicable to similar 
settings. What about the possibility of organizing interviews at the HPSR symposium where tough 
dreaded questions are posed to big wigs in global health policy & HPSR circles, something like an 
'HSG Hardtalk'? I can already see  the crowd cheering, whenever the big shot tries to avoid a 
question. Wouldn’t it be lovely if the (pitbull) moderator blurts out ‘fake news!’, whenever Bill Gates 
or Tedros make statements better suited for the MDG era than the new SDG/planetary health era? 

Or how about making provisions for a ‘Politico style’ journalist to move around in Liverpool, trying to 
find juicy news and the like? Politico was at the World Health Assembly this year, and Liverpool isn’t 
far from Geneva (even if Britain feels a bit remote nowadays). You could also think of a ‘pool of 
journalists’ who would go from session to session to shake things up, whenever “death by 
PowerPoint” is a threat. 

Plenty of options so let’s break away from the routine and add some tonic to the mix of researchers, 
academics, policymakers and students. Journalists will give the right balance to that mix.  

Just as funders, decision makers, civil society and other symposium participants all have roles and 
slots to spread the(ir) gospel, the mainstream media should be afforded the same. We’re good at 
creating buzz and noise and isn’t this what UHC 2030 (urgently) needs? Moreover, there isn’t a more 
appropriate time, now that the new WHO DG, Dr. Tedros’ first priority is UHC.  

I now introduce myself as a journalist writing human angle stories on development issues with a 
solutions-based approach. I tend to tell my stories better if I can include hard data which I represent 
in charts, graphs and infographics. However, it was only after attending the Vancouver confab the 
significance of this dawned on me. Another benefit of the conference is that I am still writing stories 
out of the ideas I got from there.  

Although I was told that the last HSR symposium made a bit more effort than previous editions 
towards having (more) journalists attend the symposium, I still think more can be done. It seemed to 
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me that the main role of journalists who were in attendance, was to promote the event through 
platforms made available by the organizers like the Global Health TV, rather than actually be a part 
of the symposium in the sense that they sat on panels, had a spot in the market, etc.  

Recently, on June 13, 2017, it was reported that a Christian group wants law that lets them 
discriminate against disabled people because “they believe church services could be disrupted by 
people with mental illnesses.” Wouldn’t it be more impactful if for instance journalists through their 
various platforms lent their (amplifying) voices to a vital subject like Global mental health: Under-
represented at international global health conferences? - especially considering that mental health is 
a global issue in dire need of attention? 

Although blogs are one way of getting the message out, greater media participating and involvement 
can make a bigger impact. One might also consider a structural collaboration between HSG and The 
Conversation. 

Our call for resilient health systems would be near deafening enough for governments, politicians 
policymakers and other actors to want to listen even more. But journalists are also excellently placed 
to push a bit, and ask the hard (even uncomfortable) questions, which researchers often can’t (or 
won’t) ask or because they’re just too nice (just kidding ). Journalists tend to be a bit nastier (a bit 
more like the real world, quoi). Nevertheless, we’re all on the same side guys, we’re only using 
different vehicles for our advocacies in order to arrive at our destination.  

Also, journalists provide a faster turnaround time, are often “jacks of all trades” and can bring in a 
broader perspective to issues which other stakeholders often tend to view from the perspectives of 
their narrow field of expertise.  

Drawing from the wisdom of professor emeritus, Prawase Wasi, M.D. and his analysis on the 
Triangle That Moves The Mountain, as researchers and the academia mostly create the knowledge, 
let journalists carry on the social movement and learning, and provoke the political involvement. To 
kick start a real UHC movement, globally and nationally, journalists are indispensable in this 
‘triangle'. Even in the era of ‘fake news’ - perhaps even more so in the era of fake news. 

As Liverpool 2018 lurks around the corner and the agenda for the programme is being planned, it 
would be nice to bear in mind and make provisions for significant roles for journalists to play, lead 
and participate in sessions, formats. Perhaps journalists could even be mainstreamed in the 
programme.  

According to Wasi, “Knowledge derived from research must be translated into forms and languages 
that can empower the public.” This is what journalists know how to do best.  We’re more likely to 
follow up on the issues. And don’t worry: we’re not all pitbulls! 

 

https://uk.news.yahoo.com/christian-group-wants-law-lets-discriminate-disabled-people-115023867.html
https://uk.news.yahoo.com/christian-group-wants-law-lets-discriminate-disabled-people-115023867.html
http://healthsystemsresearch.org/hsr2016/is-global-mental-health-under-represented-at-internationally-acclaimed-global-health-conferences/
http://healthsystemsresearch.org/hsr2016/is-global-mental-health-under-represented-at-internationally-acclaimed-global-health-conferences/
https://theconversation.com/global
https://theconversation.com/global
http://www.rmaf.org.ph/newrmaf/main/awardees/awardee/biography/250
http://www.who.int/hrh/en/HRDJ_4_2_06.pdf
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Highlights of the week 

World Yoga Day – 21 June 

http://www.un.org/en/events/yogaday/  

It’s probably better known as ‘International Day of Yoga’. Anyhow, whatever you call it, by now, it’s 
clearly (also) a tool of soft power for India. But the domestic situation/policies make the message a 
bit tricky (to say the least).  

“The theme for the 2017 celebration, organized by the Permanent Mission of India to the United 
Nations, is 'Yoga for Health.' The theme highlights the fact that yoga can contribute in a holistic 
way to achieving an equilibrium between mind and body. The organizers believe that this approach 
to health and wellbeing can make a direct and useful contribution to humankind's quest to achieve 
sustainable development and move towards lifestyles that are in harmony with nature.”  

See also UN -   UN spotlights health benefits of yoga, ancient practice that can ease stress of our 
modern 'laptop' lives.    I quite agree, even if due to back issues I stay away from yoga asanas, 
nowadays.  

Promoting yoga as a preventive health strategy is ok – if health budgets increase 

too 

I Mukhopadhyay et al (PHFI); https://scroll.in/pulse/811013/promoting-yoga-as-a-preventive-

health-strategy-is-ok-if-health-budgets-increase-too  

Complementary (must-) read from last year. “Yoga has considerable potential when it is part of a 
holistic, integrated and comprehensive health system.”     Among others, including enough PUBLIC 
health financing.  

Along similar lines (though in a different health area), Economic & Political Weekly - International 
Rhetoric, Domestic Evidence.  “Civil society reports on sexual and reproductive health provide a 
contrast to the claims and assurances made by the (Indian) government’s report to an international 
human rights mechanism on its public health commitments and achievements, with information that 
is at gross variance to the official report. This discordance questions the credibility and accountability 
of the government to these international human rights processes and more so, its citizens.” 

 

http://www.un.org/en/events/yogaday/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57035#.WUtVR-uLTIU
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57035#.WUtVR-uLTIU
https://scroll.in/pulse/811013/promoting-yoga-as-a-preventive-health-strategy-is-ok-if-health-budgets-increase-too
https://scroll.in/pulse/811013/promoting-yoga-as-a-preventive-health-strategy-is-ok-if-health-budgets-increase-too
http://www.epw.in/journal/2017/24/commentary/international-rhetoric-domestic-evidence.html
http://www.epw.in/journal/2017/24/commentary/international-rhetoric-domestic-evidence.html
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Margaret Chan looks back on her ten years  

Stat News – My decade leading the WHO: dirty fights and steps toward universal 

coverage 

Margaret Chan; https://www.statnews.com/2017/06/20/margaret-chan-who-director-general/  

With this title, you probably don’t need much encouragement to read this piece. 

(Must-read, among others, you’ll get to know more about ‘The Spirit of Geneva”, dirty fights with Big 
Corporate, how she sees  “strong, mutually reinforcing compatibility between the goals of UHC and 
those of global health security, with a first line of defense role for resilient and inclusive health 
systems, etc ) 

PS: next week, the Graduate Institute organizes a farewell event for Margaret Chan (27 June) 

Jim Yong Kim starts 2nd term 

The Conversation - Jim Yong Kim starts his second term as World Bank president 

despite a rocky first five years 

A R Bazbauers; https://theconversation.com/jim-yong-kim-starts-his-second-term-as-world-bank-

president-despite-a-rocky-first-five-years-71013  

“Jim Yong Kim is set to begin his second five-year term as World Bank president on July 1, having 
been unanimously reappointed by the United States and with clear support from Brazil, China, and 
France in September 2016. Nearing the end of his first five-year term (and bypassing questions of the 
continued opaqueness of the selection process), there are five significant items that have shaped the 
World Bank since Kim became its president in July 2012. These are the “solutions bank” approach, a 
revised mission, an institutional reorganisation, new lending instruments, and leadership 
challenges.” 

Meanwhile, rumour has it that there’s (again) a Big Push for private insurance coming from the 
Bank.   

We surely need Rob Yates, either as a @UN Secretary General Special Envoy for #UHC or as special 
advisor of Dr Tedros, to fight these recidivists tooth & nail. Rob already met with Tedros in person, 
so that’s a good start!  

Last week we already referred to Sridhar et al’s must read in the Conversation - The World Bank 
reinvents itself – and puts poverty reduction at risk. “The World Bank is reinventing itself, from a 
lender for major development projects, to a broker for private sector investment.”  

We also recommend The World Bank in the era of Trump (in-depth analysis by Ravi Kanbur) “With 
the World Bank now far from the only game in town in providing development finance, this column 

https://www.statnews.com/2017/06/20/margaret-chan-who-director-general/
http://graduateinstitute.ch/events;jsessionid=8CDD21BF1CED94172D0DCD382EFF9CCC?detail=events/globalhealth/friends-never-say-goodbye
https://theconversation.com/jim-yong-kim-starts-his-second-term-as-world-bank-president-despite-a-rocky-first-five-years-71013
https://theconversation.com/jim-yong-kim-starts-his-second-term-as-world-bank-president-despite-a-rocky-first-five-years-71013
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/28/business/international/world-bank-jim-yong-kim.html?_r=2
https://www.ft.com/content/b7da7178-5eec-11e6-bb77-a121aa8abd95
https://theconversation.com/the-world-bank-reinvents-itself-and-puts-poverty-reduction-at-risk-79403?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=twitterbutton
https://theconversation.com/the-world-bank-reinvents-itself-and-puts-poverty-reduction-at-risk-79403?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=twitterbutton
http://www.theigc.org/blog/world-bank-era-trump/
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argues that it should focus on issues which are truly global in scope, but questions the suitability of 
the World Bank’s signature instrument, the sovereign loan. The international community does rely on 
the Word Bank for one global public good – global consensus building – but the current situation of 
veto power in the hands of a US government which does not acknowledge global public good issues, 
as evidenced by its withdrawal from the Paris accord, is potentially lethal for perceived and actual 
independence in consensus building.” 

FT - Book review of Daniel Drezner’s book on ‘The ideas 
industry’ 

Edward Luce; https://www.ft.com/content/810c85f2-4b89-11e7-a3f4-c742b9791d43  

“How the fast talkers overtook the intellectuals.” Certainly also worth reading in the global health 
community.  “The true mark of intellectual courage used to be to speak truth to power. Nowadays, it 
takes more guts to speak truth to money. Intellectuals who do so risk jeopardising the lavish speaking 
fees and Ted talk invites that are the gateway to real earnings. Once you start making money, why 
give up? Your audiences are likely to be far richer than you will ever be. Thus, with mildly cynical 
paraphrasing, is the core argument of Daniel Drezner’s powerful book The Ideas Industry.” 

But not all is lost, read together with  FT -  The Democratic journey to the populist left   Clintonite 
incrementalism is dead (at last), Sanders has the momentum in the US democratic party.  Corbyn is 
clearly working inspiring.  

See also a blog on IHP - The Macron momentum in Europe & the global health community (by myself 
– I hope the European global health community doesn’t get too carried away by the blossoming 
relationship between Macron & Merkel (aka “the new European centre”); towards the end of the 
blog, I spot one similarity between Tony Blair & Corbyn    ) 

Tedros & WHO 

Tedros’ tour in the US is over now, but he managed to meet (& greet) with a great amount of ‘high-
influence’ people in just a couple of days, among others Jim Kim, UN SG Guterres, Ivanka Trump, 
Tom Price,  Anthony Lake, Rob Yates, … and paying even a short “visit  of courtesy” (as he called it) 
to the White House.  

As Kickbusch tweeted, ”Twiplomacy has arrived @who with @DrTedros.”   You can check a number 
of his tweets (with pictures of Tedros together with various bigwigs from or based in the US) here.  

Let’s hope Tedros was successful in ensuring at least some of the bipartisanship around global 
health that used to characterize the US (and hopefully, also support for WHO).  If not, I suggest next 
time we send ‘Wonder Woman’ to the White House.   

Given his background, Tedros definitely seems well placed to let WHO work more smoothly together 
with other global health stakeholders & organisations.  

https://www.ft.com/content/810c85f2-4b89-11e7-a3f4-c742b9791d43
https://www.ft.com/content/f69b4b68-55d0-11e7-9fed-c19e2700005f
http://www.internationalhealthpolicies.org/the-macron-momentum-in-europe-a-few-questions-for-the-global-health-community/
https://twitter.com/WHO
https://twitter.com/DrTedros
https://twitter.com/DrTedros
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A few tweets from Tedros (see also last week’s IHP news):  

“Looking forward to learning from and collaborating with @WHO’s great partners – conversations 
with @WorldBank and @Unicef just the start “ 

“Very good meeting with Secretary Tom Price. Our discussions focused on boosting #USA and @WHO 
partnership” 

“Also paid courtesy visit to President Trump at the Oval Office and discussed global health issues and 
support to @WHO” 

 

Tedros officially begins on July 1st at WHO. From what I hear, that first day might be quite 
something (including for some staff).   

Meanwhile, a few must-reads, with ‘good advice’ for Tedros by Larry Gostin. Both are must-reads. 

The Milbank Quarterly - The World Health Organization’s Ninth Director-General: 

The Leadership of Tedros Adhanom 

L Gostin; https://www.milbank.org/quarterly/articles/world-health-organizations-ninth-director-

general-leadership-tedros-adhanom/  

“Dr. Tedros assumes his position as WHO’s D-G with considerable goodwill among member states. 
He has a historic opportunity to restore WHO to a position of global health leadership. The pathway 
is clear: institutionalize human rights throughout WHO and the global health system; demand and 
develop mechanisms for WHO Secretariat and member state transparency and accountability; and 
enunciate an unwavering commitment to the public’s health over politics. Too much is at stake for 
him to do otherwise.” 

Gostin also offers a rather balanced view on Ethiopia’s HR track record & Tedros’ role in this, as part 
of the elite in his country.  “Dr. Tedros uniquely stands out among the 9 WHO D-Gs for his high-level 
position in a repressive government…. …  It would be unfair to blame Dr. Tedros for the Ethiopian 
government’s human rights abuses. He was probably under enormous pressure to support the 
government, even if he vigorously pushed back against abusive policies. But Dr. Tedros now 
represents the community of nations, without special allegiance to his home government. His new 
responsibility is to defend WHO’s highest constitutional norm, the right to health. It isn’t easy for a 
D-G to speak truth to power when he is so reliant on member state financing. Yet, breaking WHO’s 
unvirtuous cycle requires him to speak out publicly in defending WHO’s core values. As head of WHO, 
Dr. Tedros bears responsibility for assuring state compliance with the IHR to advance global health 
security. A brave statement in defense of the right to health, as well as civil and political rights would 
auger well for his and WHO’s future….” 

https://twitter.com/WHO
https://twitter.com/WorldBank
https://twitter.com/UNICEF
https://twitter.com/hashtag/USA?src=hash
https://twitter.com/WHO
https://twitter.com/WHO
https://www.milbank.org/quarterly/articles/world-health-organizations-ninth-director-general-leadership-tedros-adhanom/
https://www.milbank.org/quarterly/articles/world-health-organizations-ninth-director-general-leadership-tedros-adhanom/
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Health Affairs (blog) - New Leader, New Era: Five Building Blocks For A 

Reinvigorated World Health Organization 

L Gostin; http://healthaffairs.org/blog/2017/06/19/new-leader-new-era-five-building-blocks-for-a-

reinvigorated-world-health-organization/  

Another must-read. Sustainable financing; inclusive participation; multi-sector engagement; good 
governance; normative leadership.  Then we’ll get a ‘21st century WHO, fit for purpose’, Gostin 
argues.  

CGD – Where Does WHO Get Its Economic Advice? – Part Two 

Amanda Glassman; https://www.cgdev.org/blog/where-does-who-get-its-economic-advice-part-

two  

Follow-up blog post. Must-read (and not just for health economists).    “My recent blog post on 
economics at WHO alongside Tony Culyer’s open letter to incoming Director-General Dr. Tedros  
generated great feedback and discussion. Below, you can find my views on some of the key points 
made, as well as WHO health economist Melanie Bertram’s response to the letter here: ….” 

International Confederation of Midwives congress in Toronto  

See for example The Star.  This event is organized every three years. 

A tweet worth emphasizing:  
“Nursing has been underrepresented at WHO and we will work on that moving forward says Dr 
Anthony Costello @globalhlthtwit #ICMLive” 

HIV/AIDS 

DFID funded study - Crumbling Currencies and Public Health Interventions: The 

Case of HIV and AIDS 

Alan Whiteside et al; https://www.gov.uk/dfid-research-outputs/crumbling-currencies-and-public-

health-interventions-the-case-of-hiv-and-aids  

“This study examines the impact of currency fluctuations on HIV and AIDS funding both from the 
international community and domestic resources.”   “…This paper is looking at the following trends: 
economic growth in recipient, high prevalence countries and how it might influence domestic 
funding availability; the increased need for money for the AIDS response and what is driving this; the 
effect of currency fluctuations on funding and the impact from both the donor and recipient points 
of view.” 

http://healthaffairs.org/blog/2017/06/19/new-leader-new-era-five-building-blocks-for-a-reinvigorated-world-health-organization/
http://healthaffairs.org/blog/2017/06/19/new-leader-new-era-five-building-blocks-for-a-reinvigorated-world-health-organization/
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/where-does-who-get-its-economic-advice-part-two
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/where-does-who-get-its-economic-advice-part-two
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2017/06/18/midwives-from-113-countries-kick-off-convention-with-march-through-toronto.html?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=95553cc3bd-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_06_16&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-95553cc3bd-865935
https://twitter.com/globalhlthtwit
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ICMLive?src=hash
https://www.gov.uk/dfid-research-outputs/crumbling-currencies-and-public-health-interventions-the-case-of-hiv-and-aids
https://www.gov.uk/dfid-research-outputs/crumbling-currencies-and-public-health-interventions-the-case-of-hiv-and-aids
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World Refugee Day (20 June ) & global humanitarian crisis 

Guardian - One person forced to flee their home every three seconds by war and 

violence 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2017/jun/19/one-person-forced-to-flee-their-

home-every-three-seconds-by-war-and-violence  

“The number of people forced to flee their homes by war and persecution has risen to record levels 
for the third year running, with 65.6 million people displaced around the world – more than the 
population of Britain. The latest annual global trends study from the UN refugee agency (UNHCR) 
reports that one person was forced to leave their home every three seconds in 2016. The number of 
people displaced last year was 300,000 higher than in 2015. According to the report, refugee 
numbers were the highest ever in 2016, at 22.5 million, with the majority of people coming from 
Syria, Afghanistan and South Sudan. Half of all refugees were children….” 

Humanosphere - Westerners don’t want to take in more refugees, survey says 

Humanosphere; 

“Despite the record number of refugees and displaced people around the world today, rich countries 
appear to be increasingly reluctant to provide them safe haven. Many Westerners do think that 
most refugees and displaced people are ‘innocent victims,’ according to a new survey 
commissioned by humanitarian organization Islamic Relief Worldwide, yet only a minority of those 
surveyed thought their countries were morally or politically responsible for taking them in. The 
surveyors contacted people living in Britain, Lebanon, Germany and U.S. their attitudes about 
refugees. More than 40 percent associated refugees with terrorism. Asked what their countries 
should do about the refugee crisis, most people want to take in fewer people….” 

UN - Uganda and UN to convene 'solidarity summit' amid fast-growing refugee 

emergency 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57036#.WUtU8uuLTIU  

“Facing a fast-growing refugee crisis, Uganda is set to host in its capital, Kampala, a 'Solidarity 
Summit' with the support of the United Nations, to rally international support for refugees and host 
communities in the form of donations, investments and innovative programmes. The two-day 
Summit, which opens Thursday, 22 June, comes as the UN estimates that in just one year, largely 
due to an influx of people fleeing violence and instability in South Sudan, the refugee population in 
Uganda has more than doubled – from 500,000 to more than 1.25 million – making the country 
host to the world's fastest growing refugee emergency. Hosted by President Yoweri Museveni and 
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, the event, which is expecting 30 Heads of State and 
international donors, looks to raise $2 billion to meet the humanitarian needs of refugees and to 
support the hosting communities over the next four years.” 

See also VOA - South Sudan Refugee Crisis Strains Uganda’s Health System.  

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2017/jun/19/one-person-forced-to-flee-their-home-every-three-seconds-by-war-and-violence
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2017/jun/19/one-person-forced-to-flee-their-home-every-three-seconds-by-war-and-violence
http://www.humanosphere.org/human-rights/2017/06/westerners-dont-want-to-take-in-more-refugees-survey-says/?utm_content=buffera7958&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57036#.WUtU8uuLTIU
https://www.voanews.com/a/uganda-health-care-south-sudan-refugees/3906515.html
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Humanosphere - Funding fails to keep pace with record number of people in need 

of aid 

http://www.humanosphere.org/world-politics/2017/06/funding-fails-keep-pace-record-number-

people-need-aid/ 

“Humanitarian needs are growing worldwide and international donors are not keeping up. The 
United Nations says it needs $23.5 billion to help some 141 million people across 37 countries in 
need of humanitarian assistance. It is $1.3 billion more than what the organization pleaded for only 
six months ago.” 

By way of a (very sad) example - UNICEF-backed projects for millions of children in Syria on verge of 
being 'cut off'.  

Yemen cholera crisis 

Reuters - U.N. blames warring sides for Yemen's 'man-made' cholera 
'catastrophe' 

Reuters;   

“U.N. humanitarian chief Stephen O'Brien described the cholera outbreak in Yemen, which is fast 
approaching 300,000 cases, as a "man-made catastrophe" caused by the warring sides in the 
country's civil war and their international backers….” 

As Andrew Harmer mentioned on Twitter, “The @UN needs to take a long hard look at the actions 
of some of its more powerful member states (the UK), and then take appropriate action.” 

The Lancet Infectious Diseases (Newsdesk) – Cholera in Yemen 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(17)30352-3/fulltext?rss=yes  

“With a fragile health-care system, war-torn Yemen now faces a second wave of cholera amid famine 
and lack of access to clean water and sanitation. Vijay Shankar Balakrishnan reports.” In-depth 
analysis of the situation (&origins).  

Other links related to the cholera crisis in Yemen:  

World community must solve Yemen water crisis to halt spiralling cholera outbreak – UN experts   

UN - Aid workers race to contain Yemen cholera outbreak, UN agencies report  

AP - UN urges Yemen cease-fire and open ports to confront cholera.  

http://www.humanosphere.org/world-politics/2017/06/funding-fails-keep-pace-record-number-people-need-aid/
http://www.humanosphere.org/world-politics/2017/06/funding-fails-keep-pace-record-number-people-need-aid/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=56991#.WUu8ceuLTIX
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=56991#.WUu8ceuLTIX
http://in.reuters.com/article/us-yemen-cholera-idINKBN19D1EX?feedType=RSS&feedName=health&utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=Social&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+reuters%2FINhealth+%28News+%2F+IN+%2F+Health%29
https://twitter.com/i/redirect?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FUN%3Fcn%3DcmVwbHk%253D%26refsrc%3Demail&t=1&cn=cmVwbHk%3D&sig=59554d93347174768cd0e655198660b1425aff61&iid=173634cce3a345199ccc1c21adcb228e&uid=849293340&nid=27+1271
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(17)30352-3/fulltext?rss=yes
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=21764&LangID=E
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57022#.WUol4-vygdU
https://www.apnews.com/41e2659b813f4928a18b038222617604/UN-urges-Yemen-cease-fire-and-open-ports-to-confront-cholera?utm_campaign=KFF-2017-Daily-GHP-Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=53222492&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--PG6B-FoWpZPUeoB512MVBKuzOdlyY9hYObvjw5bzQXgDneUosJsNRwyAZ0LCbu9Eo_BYIyQLJ_LWaIGKHkeyl6lnL9PblHUvtNpxYFJVcmvpXGeQ&_hsmi=53222492
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IRIN  - Largest ever stock of cholera vaccine headed for Yemen  

Polio outbreak in Syria expands 

NYT – Polio Paralyzes 17 Children in Syria, W.H.O. Says 

NYT; 

“At least 17 children in eastern Syria have been paralyzed from a recently confirmed outbreak of 
polio, the World Health Organization said Tuesday, punctuating the health risks to a population 
ravaged by more than six years of war. …” 

See also Stat News - Polio outbreak expands in Syria, as health officials plan immunization campaign.  

HS Global & storify of key tweets from Vancouver symposium 

https://storify.com/gmacscotland/4th-global-symposium-on-health-systems-research-14  

“A big data look at 17,764 tweets, extracting the top tweets (by retweets by 17 June 2017), and then 
arranging chronologically. ”  My colleague Werner Soors was mentioned twice (even if he only 
tweets rarely – so you might want to ask him for some advice on “high-impact tweeting” at 
conferences!) 

See also https://scotpublichealthdotcom.files.wordpress.com/2017/06/hsr2016-complete.gif & a 
blog on the method - https://scotpublichealth.com/2017/05/02/quality2017-watching-in-via-
twitter/  

Brookings - Pandemics & the Poor  

Ben Oppenheim & Gavin Yamey; https://www.brookings.edu/blog/future-

development/2017/06/19/pandemics-and-the-poor/  

(must-read) The authors argue that "pandemic preparedness efforts must preferentially target the 
poor" since the world's poor bear the brunt of the risk/loss.  They offer a 4-point plan. 

Coming up soon: High-Level Political Forum (New York, July) 

Some reads to prepare:  

https://www.irinnews.org/news/2017/06/20/exclusive-largest-ever-stock-cholera-vaccine-headed-yemen
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/20/world/middleeast/syria-polio-children-paralyzed.html?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=44a8073179-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_06_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-44a8073179-858767
https://www.statnews.com/2017/06/20/polio-syria-expansion/
https://storify.com/gmacscotland/4th-global-symposium-on-health-systems-research-14
https://scotpublichealthdotcom.files.wordpress.com/2017/06/hsr2016-complete.gif
https://scotpublichealth.com/2017/05/02/quality2017-watching-in-via-twitter/
https://scotpublichealth.com/2017/05/02/quality2017-watching-in-via-twitter/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/future-development/2017/06/19/pandemics-and-the-poor/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/future-development/2017/06/19/pandemics-and-the-poor/
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IISD - What to Expect at HLPF 2017 

http://sdg.iisd.org/commentary/policy-briefs/what-to-expect-at-hlpf-2017/  

Expert brief. “The HLPF will hold the first review of a specified theme related to the 2030 Agenda, 
and the first in-depth review of a set of SDGs. The Forum will also consider 44 countries’ reports on 
their experiences with national-level implementation of the SDGs, as well as the second annual SDG 
progress report from the UN Secretary-General.”  (as you know, SDG 3 will also be reviewed) 

IISD – Stakeholders and Officials Highlight Priorities for HLPF 

http://sdg.iisd.org/news/stakeholders-and-officials-highlight-priorities-for-hlpf/  

Also well worth a read.  

IISD - Co-Facilitators Revise Draft Declaration for HLPF  “The co-facilitators of consultations on the 
2017 Ministerial Declaration of the ECOSOC High-Level Segment and the HLPF released a revised 
draft, ahead of a reading by UN Member States on 20-21 June 2017. Unlike the zero draft, the 
revised draft does not refer to the establishment of an interagency task force to provide further 
policy guidance towards national efforts to enhance policy integration for achieving the SDGs, nor 
to 3ADI+ or the Programme for Country Partnerships.” 

“…On SDG 3 (good health and well-being), the revised draft stresses the need to step up efforts to 
combat communicable diseases, to strengthen preparedness to respond to epidemic outbreaks, and 
to promote investment in scientific research and innovation to meet health challenges.” 

You might also want to check out an NCD Alliance advocacy briefing for the HLPF – see here.  

Nature News – Heatwaves to soar above the hot air of climate 
politics 

http://www.nature.com/news/heatwaves-to-soar-above-the-hot-air-of-climate-politics-1.22164  

Killer heatwaves are set for a dramatic rise.  “Future generations will fear, rather than fend for, the 
global environment” sums it up ominously.  “…A death zone is creeping over the surface of Earth, 
gaining a little more ground each year. As an analysis published this week in Nature Climate 
Change shows, since 1980, these temporary hells on Earth have opened up hundreds of times to take 
life. At present, roughly one-third of the world’s population lives for about three weeks a year under 
such conditions. If greenhouse-gas emissions continue to rise unchecked, that figure could climb, 
exposing almost three-quarters of the population by the end of the century. The analysis also 
reveals that even aggressive reductions in emissions will lead the number of deadly heatwaves to 
soar in the coming decades. “ 

See also Thomson Reuters Foundation news - Killer heatwaves set for dramatic rise, researchers 

warn. 

http://sdg.iisd.org/commentary/policy-briefs/what-to-expect-at-hlpf-2017/
http://sdg.iisd.org/news/stakeholders-and-officials-highlight-priorities-for-hlpf/
http://sdg.iisd.org/news/co-facilitators-revise-draft-declaration-for-hlpf/
https://ncdalliance.org/sites/default/files/resource_files/NCDA_HLPF_advocacy_briefing.pdf
http://www.nature.com/news/heatwaves-to-soar-above-the-hot-air-of-climate-politics-1.22164
http://news.trust.org/item/20170619150153-rgt64/?source=spotlight&utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=65fdea1ec4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_06_19&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-65fdea1ec4-858767
http://news.trust.org/item/20170619150153-rgt64/?source=spotlight&utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=65fdea1ec4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_06_19&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-65fdea1ec4-858767
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“… "Warming at the poles has been one of the iconic climatic changes. Our study shows, however, 
that it is warming in the tropics what will pose the greatest risk," said Iain Caldwell, a co-author of 
the report and a researcher at the University of Hawaii at Manoa.” 

Guardian - World population to hit 8bn in 2023, says new UN 
survey 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2017/jun/21/world-population-to-hit-8bn-in-

2023-says-new-un-survey?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment  

“The world’s population will break through the 8 billion mark in 2023, there are more men than 
women, and next year the number of over 60s will top 1 billion for the first time, according to the 
latest findings and forecasts from the United Nations annual population survey. More than half of 
the global population growth by 2050 will come from sub-Saharan Africa, where fertility rates will 
persist at levels far higher than in the rest of the world, the UN predictions released on Wednesday 
show…. ” 

See also UN News -  World population to hit 9.8 billion by 2050, despite nearly universal lower 

fertility rates – UN.  

“The concentration of global population growth is in the poorest countries, according to World 
Population Prospects: The 2017 Revision, presenting a challenge as the international community 
seeks to implement the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda, which seeks to end poverty and 
preserve the planet.” 

A ‘challenge’, that’s a bit of an understatement.  

WHO/UNICEF report – Every Newborn Action Plan: Reaching 
the every newborn national 2020 milestones: country 
progress, plans and moving forward 

http://www.who.int/maternal_child_adolescent/newborns/every-newborn/en/  

“This WHO and UNICEF report details the country leadership and actions that are taking forward 
the goals and recommendations set out in the Every Newborn Action Plan (ENAP) – an initiative 
contributing towards the goals of the Global Strategy for Women’s, Children’s and Adolescents’ 
Health for Every Woman Every Child. In 2016, 51 countries completed the Every Newborn Tracking 
Tool, which tracks progress. This report presents the findings of the progress tracking tool, spotlights 
activities in a range of countries and exemplifies some of the partner efforts to support country 
progress.” 

See also a Comment by Anthony Costello & Stefan Peterson  - Commitment and action – for every 
newborn.   

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2017/jun/21/world-population-to-hit-8bn-in-2023-says-new-un-survey?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2017/jun/21/world-population-to-hit-8bn-in-2023-says-new-un-survey?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57028#.WUq6SOuLTIU
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57028#.WUq6SOuLTIU
https://esa.un.org/unpd/wpp/Publications/Files/WPP2017_KeyFindings.pdf
https://esa.un.org/unpd/wpp/Publications/Files/WPP2017_KeyFindings.pdf
http://www.who.int/maternal_child_adolescent/newborns/every-newborn/en/
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/commentaries/commitment-every-newborn/en/
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/commentaries/commitment-every-newborn/en/
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Zika 

Lancet - Zika virus and microcephaly in Brazil 

A new study describes the dual epidemics of Zika virus infection during pregnancy and microcephaly 
in Brazil during 2015–16. Additionally, a Review  provides an update to knowledge of Zika virus 
infection. 

Read also the Comment in the Lancet (by L Rodrigues et al) -  Risk of Zika-related microcephaly: 
stable or variable?  

“…The Article in The Lancet by Wanderson Kleber de Oliveira and colleagues is the first to present 
detailed information and mapping of the prevalence of confirmed microcephaly assumed to be 
related to Zika by place and time in Brazil. Their rigorous analysis corrects for changes in definition of 
microcephaly and distribution of confirmation criteria, but potential remains for regional variations 
in completeness and rigour of head circumference measurements of newborn babies, and in 
investigation of neonates with laboratory negative results. Oliveira and colleagues' results show 
regional differences in the number of what they refer to as cases of infection-related microcephaly: 
a large peak in northeast Brazil (49·9 cases per 10 000 livebirths at the apex); and so far two, much 
lower peaks in other regions (eg, in the southeast two peaks, with 5·5 cases per 10 000 livebirths at 
the apex). The authors recognise that variations in prevalence can reflect variations in the speed of 
the epidemic. … …  The question of whether the risk of microcephaly (and congenital Zika 
syndrome) after infection with Zika virus during pregnancy varies according to setting is 
important. We must wait for evidence from the rigorous setting of the cohorts.” 

WHO - WHO toolkit for the care and support of people 
affected by complications associated with Zika virus 

http://www.who.int/mental_health/neurology/zika_toolkit/en/  

“Zika virus is associated with severe neurological complications, particularly congenital Zika virus 
syndrome and Guillain Barré syndrome. The associated complications have a marked impact on the 
people affected and their communities, including both physical and mental health. The WHO Toolkit 
for the care and support of people affected by complications associated with Zika virus has been 
developed to serve as a model guide, with the goal of enhancing country preparedness for Zika virus 
outbreaks. The toolkit is intended to provide a systems approach involving public health planners and 
managers so that the necessary infrastructure and resources can be identified and incorporated as 
needed, as well as technical and practical guidance for health care professionals and community 
workers. The toolkit includes three manuals to provide countries with tools to effectively recognize 
people affected by Zika virus and deliver comprehensive care and support…” 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(17)31368-5/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(17)31450-2/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(17)31478-2/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(17)31478-2/fulltext
http://www.who.int/mental_health/neurology/zika_toolkit/en/
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Mosquitoes that spread Zika virus could simultaneously 
transmit other viruses 

Colorado State University.   

Wonder if they’re female, these multi-tasking mosquitoes. “A new study led by Colorado State 
University researchers found that Aedes aegypti, the primary mosquito that carries Zika virus, might 
also transmit chikungunya and dengue viruses with one bite. The findings shed new light on what’s 
known as a coinfection, which scientists said is not yet fully understood and may be fairly common in 
areas experiencing outbreaks.” 

Global health events 

C20 Summit (18-19 June, Berlin)  

https://civil-20.org/c20-summit/  

As a reminder, the C20 Civil Society Recommendations to the G20   on health.  (2-pager) 

And a few tweets from this preparatory event ahead of the (main) G20 summit in a few weeks in 

Germany. 

"Strengthening #healthsystems and #globalhealth organizations is key in #G20 agenda" #Merkel at 
#C20Summit.”  

“Chancellor Merkel reiterates strong support for #HSS, combating #AMR & pandemic preparedness 
at #C20Summit. #G20” 

WAHO blames weak health systems for growing menace of 
epidemics in West Africa 

https://nationalaccordnewspaper.com/waho-blames-weak-health-systems-growing-menace-

epidemics-west-africa/  

“Director-General of the West Africa Health Organization (WAHO), Dr Xavier Crespin has decried the 
lapses in the health system of the west African sub-region. Speaking at the official opening ceremony 
of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) assembly of health ministers in 
Abuja on Saturday, Crespin said the there is the need for the subregion to tighten its public health 
policies and structures….” 

http://source.colostate.edu/mosquitoes-spread-zika-virus-simultaneously-transmit-viruses/?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=65fdea1ec4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_06_19&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-65fdea1ec4-858767
https://civil-20.org/c20-summit/
http://civil-20.org/main/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Health.pdf
https://twitter.com/hashtag/healthsystems?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/globalhealth?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/G20?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Merkel?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/C20Summit?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/HSS?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/AMR?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/C20Summit?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/G20?src=hash
https://nationalaccordnewspaper.com/waho-blames-weak-health-systems-growing-menace-epidemics-west-africa/
https://nationalaccordnewspaper.com/waho-blames-weak-health-systems-growing-menace-epidemics-west-africa/
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Geneva Health Forum: call for abstracts open  (April 2018) 

http://ghf2018.g2hp.net/  

Theme is: Precision Global Health in the Digital Age.  

Science Speaks -  WHO sets stage of for global ministerial TB 
conference, seeks input on declaration 

http://sciencespeaksblog.org/2017/06/21/who-sets-stage-of-for-global-ministerial-tb-conference-

seeks-input-on-declaration/  

“When ministers of health and leaders of other government offices and agencies worldwide gather 
in Moscow this November for a Global Ministerial Conference on Ending TB, they will face the task 
of agreeing to make enough changes to what they are doing now to pull goals of ending the impact 
of the world’s leading infectious disease killer into reach…. “ The November Moscow conference 
will inform the 2018 United Nations high level meeting. 

Read already the zero draft of the Moscow Declaration here.  Maybe we can hire Oliver Stone to 
read it aloud?  

Coming up – new Lancet Commission on Diabetes in sub-
Saharan Africa – July 6 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/launch-lancet-commission-on-diabetes-in-sub-saharan-africa-

tickets-34748971108?platform=hootsuite  

The launch event will be livestreamed. 

Coming up – International Family Planning Summit (11 July, 
London) 

http://summit2017.familyplanning2020.org/  

“On July 11, policymakers, donors, and advocates from around the world will gather at the Family 
Planning Summit in London, UK, to discuss efforts to reach our Family Planning 2020 goals and 
ensure that more women and girls around the world are able to plan their families and their futures. 
Family planning is a best-buy in global development. When women and girls have access to family 
planning, they are able to complete their education, create or seize better economic opportunities, 
and fulfill their full potential—in short, entire families, communities and nations benefit. …” 

http://ghf2018.g2hp.net/
http://sciencespeaksblog.org/2017/06/21/who-sets-stage-of-for-global-ministerial-tb-conference-seeks-input-on-declaration/
http://sciencespeaksblog.org/2017/06/21/who-sets-stage-of-for-global-ministerial-tb-conference-seeks-input-on-declaration/
http://www.who.int/tb/features_archive/ZeroDraft-Declaration-EndTBMinisterialConference.pdf?ua=1
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/launch-lancet-commission-on-diabetes-in-sub-saharan-africa-tickets-34748971108?platform=hootsuite
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/launch-lancet-commission-on-diabetes-in-sub-saharan-africa-tickets-34748971108?platform=hootsuite
http://summit2017.familyplanning2020.org/
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“… This year – just past the halfway mark to 2020 – is an ideal opportunity to reenergise global 
commitment to rights-based family planning. It is the moment to commit to more urgent and 
intensified action to accelerate progress to the Family Planning 2020 goal and our shared vision of 
universal access to sexual and reproductive health, including family planning, as laid out in the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development. … … On 11 July 2017, the UK Secretary of State for 
International Development will co-host an international summit on family planning in London with 
Melinda Gates, co-chair of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation & others.” 

There will be 4 Focal Areas at the summit: Innovative financing solutions, especially for 
commodities; Strengthening supply chains and expanding the range of contraceptives available to 
women; Empowering young people to thrive; reaching the hardest to reach. 

Coming up – January 2019: Brocher Foundation workshop: 
disrupting global health narratives 

http://globalhealthgovernance.org/new-events/2019/1/21/brocher-foundation-event  

“The Global Health Governance Group will host a 3-day international workshop, sponsored by the 
Brocher Foundation, on 'Alternative Perspectives of the World Bank and its Influence on Global 
Health Development'. The event will bring together experts in health policy, economics, 
anthropology, history, and public health to discuss the development of global health policies at the 
World Bank. The workshop will broadly consider how to better integrate Global South perspectives in 
approaching the history and influence of global health institutions.”  Still a while to go, but sounds 
really interesting.  

Global governance of health 

CFR (blog) – A Tale of Two Anti-Ebola Drugs 

Yanzhong Huang; https://www.cfr.org/blog-post/tale-two-anti-ebola-drugs  

The story of China’s efforts to develop anti-Ebola drugs is illustrative of the opportunities and 
challenges we face in ensuring global health security. China is not yet a game-changer in global 
health security.  

Philantrocapitalism 

D&C - Praise individuals, not the trend 

H Dembowski; https://www.dandc.eu/en/article/growing-influence-philanthropy-public-affairs-

worrisome  

http://globalhealthgovernance.org/new-events/2019/1/21/brocher-foundation-event
https://www.cfr.org/blog-post/tale-two-anti-ebola-drugs
https://www.dandc.eu/en/article/growing-influence-philanthropy-public-affairs-worrisome
https://www.dandc.eu/en/article/growing-influence-philanthropy-public-affairs-worrisome
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“The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation relies on vast funding from billionaires Bill Gates and Warren 
Buffet. Among other things, it contributes to stemming diseases and enhancing global food security. 
The Open Society Foundations rely on funding from billionaire George Soros. They promote human 
rights, democracy and science in many countries. The individuals concerned deserve praise for their 
generosity and efforts to promote the common good. Nonetheless, the growing influence of 
philanthropy in public affairs is worrisome. Ultimately, it reflects the huge and growing divide 
between the super-rich and masses of voiceless people. In many ways, civil society is increasingly 
being dominated by the few individuals who can afford to set up powerful agencies to promote 
causes they cherish.” 

See also NYT - As Government Retrenches, Philanthropy Booms  

“… It’s time to look harder at how the wealthy wield clout through philanthropy — and to update 
oversight rules for a new era of megagiving. For starters, there should be more transparency in the 
reporting of charitable gifts, which increasingly flow through opaque entities like donor-advised 
funds that allow givers to remain anonymous, even when their donations seek to influence 
government policy. Such funds should have to reveal where their money is coming from. More timely 
reporting of gifts is important, too. There should also be stricter limits on tax-deductible giving, to 
discourage gifts by wealth holders that amplify their preferences in public debates… .. Ultimately, 
efforts to level the playing field of civic life won’t get very far as long as economic inequality remains 
so high, putting outsize resources in the hands of a sliver of supercitizens. Critics of today’s income 
and wealth gaps tend to focus on who gets what. Yet as a deluge of new wealth pours into civil 
society, which Alexis de Tocqueville once saw as the realm of the Everyman, we should also be asking 
who gets heard.”  

NYT – Naomi Klein Is Sick of Benevolent Billionaires 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/14/magazine/naomi-klein-is-sick-of-benevolent-

billionaires.html?smid=tw-share&_r=0  

Naomi Klein is a bit blunter/less diplomatic, in an interview related to her book ‘No is not Enough’.  

Excerpts of the interview:  

“You argue that Democrats have to share the blame for Trump’s rise, partially in promoting the 
idea that the solution to vast inequality is to have nicer rich people, or philanthro-capitalism.   ….  

…  I wonder if, also in Trump, we see a more uncouth and vulgar echo of another idea that the 
Democrats brought us: benevolent nepotism. 

Look at the structure of the Gates Foundation and this idea that, rather than trying to solve these 
huge global problems through institutions with some kind of democracy and transparency baked into 
them, we’re just going to outsource it to benevolent billionaires. Look at how the Gates Foundation 
allocates its money, and how it’s structured: it’s Bill Gates, his father and his wife and Warren Buffett 
— that has been interrogated a whole lot less than this current outsourcing of the world to Jared and 
Ivanka.” 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/20/opinion/jeff-bezos-bill-gates-philanthropy.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/14/magazine/naomi-klein-is-sick-of-benevolent-billionaires.html?smid=tw-share&_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/14/magazine/naomi-klein-is-sick-of-benevolent-billionaires.html?smid=tw-share&_r=0
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Devex - Sweden's aid chief on Trump, multilateralism and the 
securitization of aid 

https://www.devex.com/news/q-a-sweden-s-aid-chief-on-trump-multilateralism-and-the-

securitization-of-aid-90451  

Well worth a read. “Multilateral institutions such as the United Nations offer the only route to solving 
global problems, according to Sweden’s international development chief. Speaking exclusively to 
Devex, Ulrika Modéer, Sweden’s secretary of state for international development, said that her 
country — the world’s third biggest donor — will continue channeling a large portion of its aid money 
through multilaterals. She also said that a “sustainable world” benefits all nations….” 

Health Security (Commentary) -  Global Health Security 
Agenda: Joint External Evaluation and Legislation— A 1-Year 
Review 

M Forzley; http://online.liebertpub.com/doi/pdf/10.1089/HS.2017.0013  

“In 2014, the IHR Review Committee recommended moving from exclusive self-evaluation to a 
combination of domestic and independent experts and began the process in conjunction with 
stakeholders to develop the Joint External Evaluation tool. The tool was launched in February 2016, 
and at the 2016 WHA, the IHR Review Committee recommended that all states parties should 
undertake assessments of their core capacities using the JEE tool and results of other evaluation 
processes such as the OIE PVS. A goal was set to conduct 50 country JEE assessments prior to WHA 
2017. It is notable that legislation was added as a separate element of the JEE tool coupled with 2 
indicators. Given the importance of law to the development discourse today, more needs to be done 
with the JEE with regards to legislation for the benefits of the law to be realized in global health 
security and overall in health outcomes. As we are at the 1-year anniversary of the tool, and WHO 
has begun a review of the JEE tool and requests for feedback are circulating, this article focuses on 
the JEE element of legislation and proposes some simple and substantive fixes. Considering the 
importance of law in the context of the GHSA, the results of the JEE tool are reviewed, and, drawing 
on the author’s experience with the tool and other IHR and GHSA legal assessments, a case is made 
for a significant revision of the tool section on legislation and the manner in which the subject of 
legislation is integrated during the evaluation process.” 

Lancet Comment – What are the health research needs for the 
Sendai Framework? 

E Chan et al; http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(17)31670-7/fulltext  

“There is an important opportunity to build coherence across different policy areas with the 2015–16 
adoption of four landmark UN agreements—the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 
2015–2030, the 2030 SDGs, the Paris Agreement, and the New Urban Agenda (Habitat III). Ensuring 
that health is at the heart of the Sendai Framework is crucial. The 2030 targets of the Sendai 

https://www.devex.com/news/q-a-sweden-s-aid-chief-on-trump-multilateralism-and-the-securitization-of-aid-90451
https://www.devex.com/news/q-a-sweden-s-aid-chief-on-trump-multilateralism-and-the-securitization-of-aid-90451
http://online.liebertpub.com/doi/pdf/10.1089/HS.2017.0013
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(17)31670-7/fulltext
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Framework call for substantial global reductions in disaster-related mortality, number of affected 
people, direct economic loss, and damage to critical infrastructure…” 

SDGs  

See also the section on the upcoming HLPF in NY (‘Highlights of the week). 

IISD - SDG Lab Launched in Geneva 

http://sdg.iisd.org/news/sdg-lab-launched-in-geneva/  

“The SDG Lab the UN Office at Geneva (UNOG) was publicly launched on 1 June 2017, at an event 
that highlighted what the “indivisibility” of the SDGs means in practice, with discussions assessing 
the linkages between two SDGs – gender (SDG 5) and industry, innovation and infrastructure (SDG 9). 
The SDG Lab, which began operations at UNOG in January 2017, serves a multi-stakeholder 
community of actors in and outside Geneva. Situated in the Office of the Director General at UNOG, 
the SDG Lab encourages partnerships, informs policy, and influences practice and action 
surrounding the SDGs. The goal of the SDG Lab is to identify strategic opportunities to maximize 
initiatives supporting the implementation of the SDGs and to foster strong relationships between 
actors in Geneva and beyond.” 

CESR – The Politics of ‘Progress’: UN report paints a highly partial picture of SDG 

implementation 

K Donald; http://www.cesr.org/politics-%E2%80%98progress%E2%80%99-un-report-paints-highly-

partial-picture-sdg-implementation  

The Director of CESR's Rights in Sustainable Development program isn’t very happy about the SDG 
progress report, published a few weeks ago, ahead of the HLPF. Read why.  

CGD –Do Weak Governments Doom Developing Countries to 
Poverty? 

Charles Kenny ; https://www.cgdev.org/blog/do-weak-governments-doom-developing-countries-

poverty  

“When you read what economists have to say about development, it is easy to be disheartened about 
the prospects for poor countries. One big reason is that slow changing institutional factors are seen 
as key to development prospects. I’ve just published a CGD book that’s a little more optimistic: 
Results Not Receipts: Counting the Right Things in Aid and Corruption.” 

In this accompanying blog, Kenny concludes: “… The facts that institutions can rapidly improve 
whatever our imperfect measures suggest and that there is more to development outcomes than the 

http://sdg.iisd.org/news/sdg-lab-launched-in-geneva/
http://www.cesr.org/politics-%E2%80%98progress%E2%80%99-un-report-paints-highly-partial-picture-sdg-implementation
http://www.cesr.org/politics-%E2%80%98progress%E2%80%99-un-report-paints-highly-partial-picture-sdg-implementation
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/do-weak-governments-doom-developing-countries-poverty
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/do-weak-governments-doom-developing-countries-poverty
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quality of a country’s governance means that it isn’t naïve to be optimistic about the prospects of 
poor countries. And the progress we have seen in reducing poverty and increasing incomes 
worldwide over the past two decades implies it might be the pessimists who are being unrealistic.” 

Gavi –  Gavi to help protect millions more children against 
polio 

http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/2017/gavi-to-help-protect-millions-more-children-
against-polio/  

Short report of the last GAVI board meeting. “Gavi Board agrees to extend support for inactivated 
polio vaccine (IPV) to 2020; new policy on fragile settings, emergencies and refugees also approved.” 

Guardian – Priti Patel insists UK's aid influence is 'massive 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2017/jun/18/exclusive-priti-patel-insists-uks-aid-influence-is-

massive  

Priti Patel used to be an aid sceptic, but no more, it appears. “Development secretary says she’s fed 
up with the myth she sits there ‘writing cheques for North Korea’ and announces aid packages for 
Somalia and Ethiopia.” 

She witnessed horrific situations, “…Famine is tragic, I cannot find the words to describe how 
appalling the situation in South Sudan is, children wasting away, children in camps alone because 
their parents have been murdered….” 

EID - Operational Research during the Ebola Emergency 

G Fitzpatrick, Tom De Croo et al; https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/23/7/16-1389_article  

“Operational research aims to identify interventions, strategies, or tools that can enhance the 
quality, effectiveness, or coverage of programs where the research is taking place. Médecins Sans 
Frontières admitted ≈5,200 patients with confirmed Ebola virus disease during the Ebola outbreak in 
West Africa and from the beginning nested operational research within its emergency response. This 
research covered critical areas, such as understanding how the virus spreads, clinical trials, 
community perceptions, challenges within Ebola treatment centers, and negative effects on non-
Ebola healthcare. Importantly, operational research questions were decided to a large extent by 
returning volunteers who had first-hand knowledge of the immediate issues facing teams in the field. 
Such a method is appropriate for an emergency medical organization. Many challenges were also 
identified while carrying out operational research across 3 different countries, including the basic 
need for collecting data in standardized format to enable comparison of findings among treatment 
centers.” 

http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/2017/gavi-to-help-protect-millions-more-children-against-polio/
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/2017/gavi-to-help-protect-millions-more-children-against-polio/
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2017/jun/18/exclusive-priti-patel-insists-uks-aid-influence-is-massive
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2017/jun/18/exclusive-priti-patel-insists-uks-aid-influence-is-massive
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/23/7/16-1389_article
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Guardian – Zakat requires Muslims to donate 2.5% of their 
wealth: could this end poverty? 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/2017/jun/22/zakat-

requires-muslims-to-donate-25-of-their-wealth-could-this-end-poverty?CMP=twt_a-global-

development_b-gdndevelopment  

“Estimated at almost $2tn in 2015, Islamic finance is often overlooked by development organisations 
as a potential source of funds.” Read about the similarities between the SDGs & zakat.  

“… Zakat is often channelled informally between individuals – a cash payment to an acquaintance 
in need, for example. Just a quarter of contributions are thought to be channelled through formal 
certified organisations. But there is growing recognition among Islamic organisations that giving to 
more intractable issues, such as poverty reduction, can reach more people, thus providing a more 
sustainable solution. Shifting the public mindset so that zakat is seen as a programme needing 
professional management for positive change, rather than simply charity, will enhance its 
development impact. These shifts could increase the development impact of zakat in African and 
Asian countries that have large Muslim populations and high levels of poverty and hunger. 

And some quick links: 

Devex - What to know about WHO's newly launched courses on outbreaks, emergencies  

Global Health Now - Article on the just-launched Public Health in Humanitarian Crises course (Johns 
Hopkins)  - an MOOC.  

Graduate Institute (briefing note) – Outbreak related travel restrictions  

Devex - Data details attacks on health care in Syria, in hope of change Related to a recent article in 
the Lancet, on the use of data to try to get the international community finally pay attention. “… 
After years of appeals for parties to abide by international humanitarian law failed to stop the 
violence, members of the health cluster in Syria sought a new ally: data. If the information about 
attacks was rigorous enough, humanitarians hoped, the international community could take a stand. 
The first results of that experiment were described in more detail in an article published in 
the Lancet [last week]. The Syria response health cluster in Turkey, composed of U.N. agencies and 
about 50 international NGOs, including those based in Turkey and Syria, piloted a combined mobile 
phone and online-based tool to report and verify attacks. Data is triangulated between sources to 
confirm its veracity.” 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/2017/jun/22/zakat-requires-muslims-to-donate-25-of-their-wealth-could-this-end-poverty?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/2017/jun/22/zakat-requires-muslims-to-donate-25-of-their-wealth-could-this-end-poverty?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/2017/jun/22/zakat-requires-muslims-to-donate-25-of-their-wealth-could-this-end-poverty?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment
https://www.devex.com/news/what-to-know-about-who-s-newly-launched-courses-on-outbreaks-emergencies-90495
https://www.globalhealthnow.org/mooc/public-health-in-humanitarian-crises?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=4352da7c58-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_06_21&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-4352da7c58-858767
https://www.globalhealthnow.org/mooc/public-health-in-humanitarian-crises?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=4352da7c58-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_06_21&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-4352da7c58-858767
http://graduateinstitute.ch/files/live/sites/iheid/files/sites/globalhealth/ghp-new/publications/2017/Briefing_Note_Outbreak-Related_Travel_Restrictions_FINAL.pdf?utm_content=bufferf3634&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
https://www.devex.com/news/data-details-attacks-on-health-care-in-syria-in-hope-of-change-90466
http://press.thelancet.com/HHCSyria.pdf
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UHC 

US & health care “reform” – Senate version 

A tweet already gives a hint: “So that's why they were hiding: the Senate bill cuts Medicaid by more 
than House and eliminates Planned Parenthood funding. #TrumpCare” 

Or Laurie Garrett: “Senate #AHCA is WORSE than House version” 

Guardian – Senate Republicans release healthcare bill that will affect coverage for 

millions 

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/jun/22/senate-healthcare-bill-draft-republicans-
trump-obamacare?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter  

(must-read) “After weeks of secret negotiations, the US Senate has released an anticipated draft of 
a bill that could upend the healthcare system for millions of Americans. The Senate’s 142-page 
proposal unveiled Thursday would eliminate or reduce key benefits provided by the Affordable Care 
Act, reduce taxes for the wealthy, strip funding from the women’s reproductive health provider 
Planned Parenthood and dramatically cut and restructure Medicaid, America’s public health 
insurance program for low-income and disabled Americans.” 

PS: Republicans have only a slim margin in the senate. And “…The Senate will not vote on their bill 
without an estimate from the Congressional Budget Office (CBO). Senator John Cornyn, of Texas, 
told reporters on Wednesday that a CBO score is expected by Monday but could come as early as 
Friday.” 

See also some other analyses ahead of Thursday - Reuters - After weeks of secrecy, Senate to unveil 
healthcare bill  Obamacare replacement bill to take center stage in Senate    or Stat News - The 
Senate GOP health care plan would halt Obamacare penalties, taxes.  

NEJM - The First Hundred Days for Health Care 

G R Wilensky; http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp1614965?query=featured_home  

“…Given the Republican focus over the past 7 years on “repealing and replacing” the ACA and 
Trump’s promise to make health care reform an early focus of his administration (at one point, he 
suggested having Congress meet even before his inauguration), Congress’s attention to the issue has 
not been surprising”, Wilensky argues, going on then with an assessment of the 1st 100 days. Well 
worth a read.  

Excerpt: “… Unfortunately, the legislation passed by the House and being developed in the Senate 
suffers from the same problem that plagued the ACA: single-party support. Major social legislation 
that is written and supported by only one political party is unlikely to be accepted by the other party 
or to become a stable part of the legislative landscape. It is truly astounding that having railed 
against the Democrats for having pushed the ACA through Congress on a single-party vote, 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/TrumpCare?src=hash
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/jun/22/senate-healthcare-bill-draft-republicans-trump-obamacare?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/jun/22/senate-healthcare-bill-draft-republicans-trump-obamacare?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-healthcare-idUSKBN19B2OP?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=44a8073179-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_06_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-44a8073179-858767
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-healthcare-idUSKBN19B2OP?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=44a8073179-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_06_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-44a8073179-858767
http://in.reuters.com/article/us-usa-healthcare-idINKBN19D13F?feedType=RSS&feedName=health&utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=Social&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+reuters%2FINhealth+%28News+%2F+IN+%2F+Health%29
https://www.statnews.com/2017/06/21/senate-health-care-obamacare-taxes/
https://www.statnews.com/2017/06/21/senate-health-care-obamacare-taxes/
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp1614965?query=featured_home
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Republicans are doing exactly the same now that they’ve taken over control of the government. And 
yet presumably, they expect the country’s reaction and acceptance to be different.””  

Vox –Trump betraying all his health care promises is the biggest Trump scandal 

of all 

https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/6/16/15807806/trump-breaking-health-promises  

Even if competition is stiff. Was also published early this week. 

And some links: 

Vox - Dozens of activists are driving across the country to attend a Republican senator’s coffee date 
For some reason, republican congressmen don’t seem very keen to meet with their constituencies. 
“Not a single Senate Republican has scheduled a town hall ahead of the party’s self-imposed July 4 
deadline to pass its secret health care bill, short-circuiting one of the traditional ways the public can 
comment on or criticize pending legislation….” 

Vox - The health care industry doesn't love Obamacare enough to save it  

NEJM – Health Insurance Coverage and Health — What the 
Recent Evidence Tells Us 

B Sommers, A Gawande et al; 

http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsb1706645?query=featured_home  

“… over the past decade, high-quality studies have shed light on the effects of coverage on care and 
health. Here, we review and synthesize this evidence, focusing on the most rigorous studies from the 
past decade on the effects of coverage for nonelderly adults.” 

UHC under threat in Thailand? 

Bangkok Post - Don't turn NHS Act into a tragedy  

 

http://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1272631/dont-turn-nhs-act-into-a-tragedy  

See a tweet from Rob Yates – “Will Thailand’s NHS Act be a #UHC tragedy? It will if it opens the doors 
for significant copayments.” 

See also The Nation -  Hearing on health bill to go ahead amid uproar  

https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/6/16/15807806/trump-breaking-health-promises
https://www.vox.com/2017/6/19/15821868/activists-health-care-portman
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/6/19/15753678/health-care-industry-lobbying-ahca
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsb1706645?query=featured_home
http://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1272631/dont-turn-nhs-act-into-a-tragedy
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/news/national/30318380
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World Health & Population - Population Consultation: A 
Powerful Means to Ensure that Health Strategies are 
Oriented Towards Universal Health Coverage      

K Rohrer et al; http://www.longwoods.com/content/25157  

“We seek to highlight why population consultations need to be promoted more strongly as a 
powerful means to move health reforms towards Universal Health Coverage (UHC). However, 
despite this increasing recognition that the “population” is the key factor of successful health 
planning and high-quality service delivery, there has been very little systematic reflection and only 
limited (international) attention brought to the idea of specifically consulting the population to 
improve the quality and soundness of health policies and strategies and to strengthen the national 
health planning process and implementation. So far, research has done little to assess the 
significance of population consultations for the health sector and its importance for strategic 
planning and implementation processes; in addition, there has been insufficient evaluation of 
population consultations in the health sector or health-related areas. … … We then elaborate on the 
potential benefits of bringing the population’s voice into national health planning. We briefly 
mention the key methods used for population consultations, and we put forward recent country 
examples showing that population consultation is an effective way of assessing the population’s 
needs and expectations, and should be more widely used in strategizing health. Giving the voice to 
the population is a means to strengthen accountability, to reinforce commitment of policy makers, 
decision-makers and influencers (media, political parties, academics, etc.) to the health policy 
objective of UHC, and, in the specific case of donor-dependant countries, to sensitize donor 
engagement and alignment with national health strategies. The consequence of the current low 
international interest for population consultations probably has the most negative effect on 
resource-poor countries, as this analytical oversight comes with a high price. However, a population 
consultation has the potential to give more benefit and added value to contexts where resources are 
scarce and where planning processes pose a high extra burden, and should thus be promoted among 
international donor agencies.” 

WHO (webpage) - Free health care policies 

http://www.who.int/health_financing/topics/free-health-care/en/  

Check out this new webpage/resource. “Free health care (FHC) policies – or politiques de gratuité – 
are about removing formal user fees either fully or partially. The removal may apply either to all 
health services, to the primary care level, to selected population groups, to selected services for 
everyone, or to selected services for specific population groups.  However, to date, evidence about 
the impact of FHC policies in terms of financial protection and health service utilization is mixed. If 
well designed and implemented, FHC can be a way to expand coverage in countries with few 
resources and can therefore be part of a strategy and a catalyst to move towards UHC.” 

http://www.longwoods.com/content/25157
http://www.longwoods.com/content/25157
http://www.who.int/health_financing/topics/free-health-care/en/
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WHO Euro – New WHO advisory group launched in Almaty to 
shape the future of primary health care 

http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/Health-systems/primary-health-
care/news/news/2017/06/new-who-advisory-group-launched-in-almaty-to-shape-the-future-of-
primary-health-care  

“Experts convened in Almaty, Kazakhstan, on 20–21 June 2017 for the inaugural meeting of the 
Primary Health Care Advisory Group. The WHO Regional Director for Europe launched the Advisory 
Group to advance primary health care in the WHO European Region.” 

Quick links: 

Wellcome trust (blog) - 7 key messages from the World Health Organization meeting on Global 
Strategic Purchasing (by Edwin Barasa) 

J Colburn - Making the most of the budget cycle: the budget approval phase “This post is the second 
in a series looking at the budget cycle and how civil society organizations can most effectively engage 
at each stage of it.” 

Planetary health 

Lancet - Christiana Figueres joins The Lancet Countdown—
delivering on the promise of Paris 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(17)31667-7/fulltext  

“…Christiana Figueres will join as Chair of the Lancet Countdown -Tracking Progress on Health and 
Climate Change  ’s High-Level Advisory Board. Much as she did with the Paris Agreement, Christiana 
Figueres will help guide the Lancet Countdown to maximise its impact and deliver on the promise of 
the Paris Agreement.” 

Guardian – Top global banks still lend billions to extract 
fossil fuels 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jun/21/top-global-banks-still-lend-billions-
extract-fossil-fuels  

“Some of the world’s top banks are continuing to lend tens of billions for extracting the most 
carbon-intensive fossil fuels, according to a report of top lenders. Finance provided for these fossil 
fuels – tar sands and other unconventional oil and gas, as well as coal and liquefied natural gas – 
amounted to $87bn for the top 37 banks in 2016. That represented a slump of more than a fifth 

http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/Health-systems/primary-health-care/news/news/2017/06/new-who-advisory-group-launched-in-almaty-to-shape-the-future-of-primary-health-care
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/Health-systems/primary-health-care/news/news/2017/06/new-who-advisory-group-launched-in-almaty-to-shape-the-future-of-primary-health-care
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/Health-systems/primary-health-care/news/news/2017/06/new-who-advisory-group-launched-in-almaty-to-shape-the-future-of-primary-health-care
http://ideal.kemri-wellcome.org/7-key-messages-from-the-world-health-organization-meeting-on-global-strategic-purchasing/
http://ideal.kemri-wellcome.org/7-key-messages-from-the-world-health-organization-meeting-on-global-strategic-purchasing/
http://www.internationalbudget.org/2017/06/making-budget-cycle-budget-approval-phase/
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(17)31667-7/fulltext
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jun/21/top-global-banks-still-lend-billions-extract-fossil-fuels
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jun/21/top-global-banks-still-lend-billions-extract-fossil-fuels
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compared with the $111bn raised the previous year, and was also down on 2014’s total of $92bn. 
However, the analysis, carried out by a group of NGOs including the Rainforest Action Network and 
Sierra Club, showed that multinational banks around the globe, including many household names, 
were trumpeting their green credentials while continuing to pour money into the dirtiest fuels. The 
report, entitled Banking on Climate Change 2017, scored the institutions from A to F on their 
practices, including the banks’ policies, the nature of the investments, the size and type of 
transactions, and the impact on climate change….” 

Oxfam (blog) - Can Oxfam do the Doughnut? A conversation 
with Kate Raworth 

http://oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/can-oxfam-do-the-doughnut-a-conversation-with-kate-raworth/  

Worth a read.  

Among others for this paragraph: “…The Dark Side: Asked what of the many conversations had 
caused her to go back and question herself, Kate said it was the dark side. What if instead of the 21st 
century question being ‘how do we get into the doughnut’, the 21st century reality is now inevitably 
outside of the doughnut: what then is the fate/aim for humanity? I would add to that her instinctive 
preference for a single human ‘we’ – not in the sense that people are all the same, but in the 
assumption that humanity wants to find collective solutions to problems. What if there is no ‘we’, 
and millions of people are condemned to be sacrificed to an unsustainable economic model? How 
should progressives respond to that nastier reality? …. “ 

Then, I guess, Stephen Hawking’s lovely vision for the future comes into play – See Vox: “it’s time to 
get the hell off planet Earth”   Unfortunately, even for that, climate change might be going too fast 
(if we can’t mitigate it sufficiently in time).  See this tweet from a climate scientist: “As a climate 
scientist tho I know that unchecked climate change will overwhelm civilisation long before we're 
ready to push the eject button.” 

UNDP issue brief – Planetary Health  

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/hiv-aids/issue-brief---planetary-

health.html  

“Planetary Health, a new trans-disciplinary field, calls for new efforts to simultaneously safeguard 
human health and the natural systems that underpin it. It encourages integrated approaches to 
address the health and the broader social, environmental and economic impacts of increasing 
pressures on our planet, and can be a useful frame for supporting implementation of the Sustainable 
Development Goals, ensuring that no one is left behind. This issue brief explores what is meant by 
planetary health, and how it can inform UNDP’s work at the nexus of environmental sustainability 
and climate change, disaster risk reduction, health, gender equality, and poverty alleviation. It 
offers examples of ongoing work and key entry points for future activities and partnerships. “ 

http://oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/can-oxfam-do-the-doughnut-a-conversation-with-kate-raworth/
https://www.vox.com/science-and-health/2017/6/20/15836426/stephen-hawking-colonize-other-planets
https://www.vox.com/science-and-health/2017/6/20/15836426/stephen-hawking-colonize-other-planets
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/hiv-aids/issue-brief---planetary-health.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/hiv-aids/issue-brief---planetary-health.html
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And some quick links: 

Guardian - Exxon, BP and Shell back carbon tax proposal to curb emissions  

Politico - Why China Is No Climate Leader (yet) (Recommended analysis by Elizabeth Economy 

(CFR)) 

Guardian - Reasons to be cheerful, despite Trump withdrawing from the Paris Agreement “The US 
has dropped out of the Paris Climate Agreement, but India, China and the EU are stepping up to be 
the new global leaders on climate change.” 

For the glass half full people among you.  

Infectious diseases & NTDs 

NPR Goats & Soda – Spillover Beasts: Which Animals Pose 
The Biggest Viral Risk? 

http://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2017/06/21/533702513/spillover-beasts-which-

animals-pose-the-biggest-viral-risk 

Related to a new study in Nature, published this week. “… In the journal Nature, the team offers the 
most comprehensive view to date of where viruses are hiding around the globe and which species are 
most likely harbor risky ones. The study, published Wednesday, also estimates how many "missing" 
viruses are out there in the world — viruses that we know are in animals and can possibly jump into 
people, only we haven't detected them yet.” “Host & viral traits predict zoonotic spillover from 
mammals”. 

See also the Economist - Zoonotic disease - Whence new plagues?  

BMJ Feature – Are new hepatitis C drugs all they’re cracked 
up to be? 

http://www.bmj.com/content/357/bmj.j2961  

“A recent review questioning the effectiveness of direct acting antivirals has been challenged by 
clinicians who see the drugs as a life changing advance for people with hepatitis C. Nigel 
Hawkes reports on a growing controversy.” 

Given the amoung of money involved in this, the last word certainly hasn’t been said on this.  

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jun/20/exxon-bp-shell-oil-climate-change
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2017/06/12/why-china-is-no-climate-leader-215249
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/2017/jun/19/reasons-to-be-cheerful-despite-trump-withdrawing-from-the-paris-agreement?CMP=share_btn_tw
http://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2017/06/21/533702513/spillover-beasts-which-animals-pose-the-biggest-viral-risk
http://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2017/06/21/533702513/spillover-beasts-which-animals-pose-the-biggest-viral-risk
https://www.nature.com/articles/nature22975.epdf?referrer_access_token=GMWElHZ6bRBA4sP0mzmpzNRgN0jAjWel9jnR3ZoTv0OZQz8oLDontE80QCRE0TlIljh3F6fOZ34LpIb_YZ7GEqvUPKy7udLC2urZ2TkXLMlDSs0OgJeslWybmaQma5zWZsxe04EI4H_Mc9QsCZtYHSat-UazZ3MkV6ywhz0acjUkZeoFu5Ia66VpUUAZHb34G06yu_13Sg4i0ZfhdQ1BDSzYoH_X5xRvRAtxGn0pD2u3pl-w7XGZPauJuIePvzSsJPY6d_auKA7b1QHiJJ6nA-sg7BNqdRd-K46rT1847Rtf7WN4KES2Bium49OwGztr&tracking_referrer=www.npr.org
http://www.economist.com/news/science-and-technology/21723819-prediction-places-which-new-illnesses-are-likely-emerge-whence
http://www.bmj.com/content/357/bmj.j2961
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BMC Public Health (Debate) – Malaria control by 
commodities without practical malariology 

J K Baird; https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-017-4454-x  

“Malaria remains a serious clinical and public health problem, the object of an ongoing technological 
and humanitarian struggle to abate the very substantial harm done. The manner by which humanity 
approached malaria control changed abruptly and profoundly after 1945 with the advent of the 
insecticide DDT. Malariologists in the first half of the twentieth century conceived precise 
modifications to natural or man-made environments aimed at making those less hospitable to 
specific anopheline mosquito vector species. This practical malariology achieved very significant 
reductions in burdens of morbidity and mortality, but the revolutionary insecticide eliminated the 
need for its specialized knowledge and diverse practices. By 1970 mosquito resistance to DDT and 
perceived environmental concerns precipitated the collapse of what had been a vigorous global 
campaign to eradicate malaria. Humanity did not then revitalize practical malariology but turned to 
another commodity as the foundation of control strategy, the war-spurred suite of synthetic 
antimalarial drugs developed in the 1940s and 1950s. When those drugs became lost to parasite 
resistance in the latter twentieth century, malaria resurged globally. Since 2005, tens of billions of 
dollars mobilized new commodities to control malaria: point-of-care diagnostics, effective 
artemisinin-based treatments, and longer-lasting insecticide treated bed nets. The know-how of 
practical malariology is not part of that ongoing commodities-based strategy. This article examines 
contemporary malaria control in the broad strokes of a strategy mitigating the consequences of 
infection contrasted to that of the abandoned practical malariology strategy of prevention. The 
inherent risks and limitations of over-reliance upon commodities in striving to control malaria may 
prompt consideration of a strategic posture inclusive of the proven methods of practical 
malariology.” 

NYT – The High-Tech Device That’s Like a Bouncer for 
Mosquitoes 

Donald McNeil jr; https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/19/health/mosquito-trap-microsoft-project-
premonition.html?_r=0  

For the techies among you. “…The new traps, made by Microsoft, overcome one of the most 
frustrating aspects of insect surveillance: There are 56 species of mosquitoes in this buggy bayou city, 
and conventional traps suck in nearly all of them. Entomologists want only a few disease-carrying 
types, including Aedes aegypti, which carries Zika and dengue, and Culex quinquefasciatus, which 
spreads West Nile virus…”  Pretty ingenious – read how it works. An output from Microsoft’s Project 
Premonition, which created the trap with advice from mosquito experts at the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation. 

Stat News – Changes to bird flu virus could make human 
transmission more likely, scientists say 

Stat News; 

https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-017-4454-x
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/19/health/mosquito-trap-microsoft-project-premonition.html?_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/19/health/mosquito-trap-microsoft-project-premonition.html?_r=0
https://www.statnews.com/2017/06/15/bird-flu-mutations/?utm_source=Global+Health+NOW+Main+List&utm_campaign=f97eaaec82-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_06_15&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8d0d062dbd-f97eaaec82-858767
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“The H7N9 bird flu virus has influenza scientists on edge, due to an unexpected surge of human 
infections — hundreds of cases — caused by the virus this spring. Some new scientific findings aren’t 
likely to ratchet down those concerns. Scientists at the Scripps Institute in La Jolla, Calif., reported 
Thursday that the accumulation of several mutations in the main gene on the virus’s surface may 
be able to give H7N9 the ability to spread like human flu viruses do, passing from person to person 
through coughing and sneezing. The study, funded by the National Institutes of Health, was 
published in the journal PLOS Pathogens….” 

Miami Herald - With little money to combat cholera in Haiti, 
U.N. names new fundraising chief 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/world/americas/haiti/article157148964.html  

“A former top State Department official and head of the United Nations’ World Food Program has 
been tapped to develop a comprehensive fundraising strategy to finance the U.N.’s plan to clean 
up cholera in Haiti — a disease introduced there by U.N. peacekeepers. Josette Sheeran’s 
appointment as a high-level envoy for Haiti was announced Tuesday by U.N. Secretary-General 
António Guterres. The announcement comes two days before a planned U.N. Security Council visit to 
the country on Thursday so members can see firsthand how the 13-year U.N. Stabilization Mission in 
Haiti (MINUSTAH) is continuing its withdrawal of peacekeeping battalions and foreign police units 
ahead of the mission’s permanent closure in October….” 

As you might recall, David Nabarro wasn’t very successful in this respect (unlike for Ebola funding). 

Plos Med - Population-level impact of an accelerated HIV 
response plan to reach the UNAIDS 90-90-90 target in Côte 
d’Ivoire: Insights from mathematical modeling 

http://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002321  

“Mathieu Maheu-Giroux and colleagues model several potential scenarios for reaching HIV 
prevention targets in Côte d'Ivoire and estimate the fraction of new infections prevented and 
changes in incidence from 2015–2030.” 

CSIS brief – A Moment of Reckoning for U.S. Leadership on 
Global HIV 

S Allinder & J S Morrison; https://www.csis.org/analysis/moment-reckoning-us-leadership-global-

hiv  

“The Trump administration’s proposed $2 billion-plus in cuts to global health in its FY 2018 budget 
includes $1.1 billion from international HIV/AIDS programs. This 18 percent reduction to the 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/world/americas/haiti/article157148964.html
http://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002321
https://www.csis.org/analysis/moment-reckoning-us-leadership-global-hiv
https://www.csis.org/analysis/moment-reckoning-us-leadership-global-hiv
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President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) and its companion financing institution, the 
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, would put millions of lives at risk and raise the 
possibility that the pandemic will reignite, threatening U.S. and global health security. Over the past 
15 years, U.S. leadership on global HIV/AIDS has generated remarkable achievements. … … With 
sufficient resources, PEPFAR can accelerate prevention and treatment efforts even further. However, 
U.S. leadership on HIV/AIDS is in jeopardy. There is momentum to achieve epidemic control, but only 
with sustained funding levels, which may or may not be possible. It is critically important to put this 
moment in context, be realistic, and lay out a constructive, forward-looking strategy.” 

US leadership on HIV remains very needed & “a proven formula for success remains valid today”. 
However, this is a very different US presidency ‘entity’ we’re dealing with…  

To underline that, a quick link:  

BMJ News - Six members quit US presidential AIDS council as Trump “simply does not care”  “Six of 
the 21 members of the US Presidential Advisory Council on HIV and AIDS (PACHA) have resigned, 
saying that their advice has been ignored by an administration uninterested in the wellbeing of 
people with HIV. Three of the six are doctors. Speaking out on behalf of the six members in 
Newsweek,1 Scott Schoettes, counsel and HIV project director at Lambda Legal, wrote that, “as 
advocates for people living with HIV, we have dedicated our lives to combating this disease and no 
longer feel we can do so effectively within the confines of an advisory body to a president who simply 
does not care.”… “ 

And from our colleagues from  Stat News: Scary-sounding virus names make people more worried 

“The scarier the name of a virus, the more likely the public is to fret about contracting it and get a 
vaccination, a new study to be published in Emerging Infectious Diseases finds.”   

AMR 

Norwegians launch global campaign to raise awareness of 
devastating effects of AMR for cancer patients 

https://ncdalliance.org/news-events/news/amr-global-campaign-to-raise-awareness-of-its-

devastating-effects-for-cancer-patients  

“The Norwegian Cancer Society has launched a global campaign to raise awareness among the 
cancer community of the devastating effects of antimicrobial resistance (AMR) for cancer patients.” 

http://www.bmj.com/content/357/bmj.j3014
http://mailchi.mp/statnews/du3mbosn21?e=350bf58ae5
https://ncdalliance.org/news-events/news/amr-global-campaign-to-raise-awareness-of-its-devastating-effects-for-cancer-patients
https://ncdalliance.org/news-events/news/amr-global-campaign-to-raise-awareness-of-its-devastating-effects-for-cancer-patients


 

33 
 

Lancet Global Health (blog) – Resisting resistance: how the 
G20 can foster political will to tackle antimicrobial resistance 
and turn the tide on tuberculosis 

M Imison et al; http://globalhealth.thelancet.com/2017/06/16/resisting-resistance-how-g20-can-
foster-political-will-tackle-antimicrobial-resistance  

“Humanity has been contending with tuberculosis for thousands of years. But although it can be both 
treated and prevented, progress against the disease continues to be frustratingly slow: tuberculosis is 
once again the world’s leading infectious-disease killer. Adding to this urgency is the key role of 
tuberculosis in antimicrobial resistance (AMR): tuberculosis is responsible for around a third of 
AMR-related deaths, and is the only major airborne drug-resistant infection. Political buy-in at this 
year’s G20, backed by financial commitment, will be a crucial step in combating tuberculosis and 
antimicrobial resistance.” 

Nature (News) - Modified viruses deliver death to antibiotic-
resistant bacteria 

http://www.nature.com/news/modified-viruses-deliver-death-to-antibiotic-resistant-bacteria-

1.22173  

“Genetically modified viruses that cause bacteria to kill themselves could be the next step in 
combating antibiotic-resistant infections. Several companies have engineered such viruses, called 
bacteriophages, to use the CRISPR gene-editing system to kill specific bacteria, according to a 
presentation at the CRISPR 2017 conference in Big Sky, Montana, last week. These companies could 
begin clinical trials of therapies as soon as next year.” 

And a few quick links: 

Washington Post - 200 scientists call for new restrictions on antimicrobial chemicals in personal care 

products. 

The Atlantic -  Hunting for Antibiotics in the World’s Dirtiest Places  

Among others, microbiologist Adam Roberts is looking in compost bins, pig troughs, dog-food bowls, 
laptop keyboards.  

NCDs/STCs 

To kick off this section, a tweet related to the NCD reframing (into STCs – see last week’s article by 
Allen et al) debate: 

Jamie Uhrig - “Twitter silence on this issue from all organisations with #NCD in their name”.  

http://globalhealth.thelancet.com/2017/06/16/resisting-resistance-how-g20-can-foster-political-will-tackle-antimicrobial-resistance
http://globalhealth.thelancet.com/2017/06/16/resisting-resistance-how-g20-can-foster-political-will-tackle-antimicrobial-resistance
http://www.nature.com/news/modified-viruses-deliver-death-to-antibiotic-resistant-bacteria-1.22173
http://www.nature.com/news/modified-viruses-deliver-death-to-antibiotic-resistant-bacteria-1.22173
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2017/06/20/200-scientists-call-for-new-restrictions-on-antimicrobial-chemicals-in-personal-care-products/?utm_campaign=44a8073179-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_06_20&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Global%20Health%20NOW%20Main%20List&utm_term=.22a071de35a0
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2017/06/20/200-scientists-call-for-new-restrictions-on-antimicrobial-chemicals-in-personal-care-products/?utm_campaign=44a8073179-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_06_20&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Global%20Health%20NOW%20Main%20List&utm_term=.22a071de35a0
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/07/could-the-answer-to-our-most-urgent-health-crisis-be-found-on-a-toilet-seat/528687/?utm_source=feed
https://twitter.com/hashtag/NCD?src=hash
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Hoffman Centre for Sustainable resource economy - What’s 
cooking? The future of meat 

https://hoffmanncentre.chathamhouse.org/article/whats-cooking-the-future-of-meat/  

“Hailed as a major disruptor to today’s livestock industry, companies producing innovative meat 
analogues are blurring the line between disruption and business-as-usual, writes Laura Wellesley.” 

Given my meat addiction, this is a trend I’ll surely follow up.  

Reuters - McDonald's ends Olympics sponsorship deal early 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-olympics-mcdonalds-idUSKBN1971HB  

You probably got this news via the media. In combination with tax troubles for big football stars & 
coaches, it was a good week for sports & health (broadly defined).  

The Conversation - Taxing sugary drinks would boost 
productivity, not just health 

L Veerman; https://theconversation.com/taxing-sugary-drinks-would-boost-productivity-not-just-

health-79410?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=twitterbutton  

Not that I like this argument much, but of course it’s true.  “Many studies have looked at the 
potential benefits of a sugar tax in terms of the longer, healthier lives and reduced health 
expenditure associated with tackling obesity. But our new study goes one step further. It predicts 
that higher taxes on sugar-sweetened drinks will benefit the wider economy through increased 
economic productivity, by having more, healthier people in paid and unpaid work.” 

WHO - Paris, France is 500th member of WHO Global 
Network for Age-friendly Cities and Communities 

http://www.who.int/ageing/events/gnafcc-500/en/  

“On 19 June 2017, WHO’s Global Network for Age-friendly Cities and Communities (GNAFCC) 
welcomed Paris, France, as its 500th member. The Mayor of Paris, Anne Hidalgo and her deputy 
Dominique Versini - responsible for early childhood, the protection of children and the fight against 
exclusion and the elderly - formalised their commitment to become an age-friendly city during a 
presentation of the plan “2017-2021 Seniors in Paris”. During the ceremony at the Hotel de Ville, 
Alana Officer, Senior Health Advisor, Department of Ageing and Life Course at WHO said, “We are 
delighted to welcome Paris to our network. Together, we can build age-inclusive communities by 

https://hoffmanncentre.chathamhouse.org/article/whats-cooking-the-future-of-meat/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-olympics-mcdonalds-idUSKBN1971HB
https://theconversation.com/taxing-sugary-drinks-would-boost-productivity-not-just-health-79410?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=twitterbutton
https://theconversation.com/taxing-sugary-drinks-would-boost-productivity-not-just-health-79410?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=twitterbutton
http://www.who.int/ageing/events/gnafcc-500/en/
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breaking down barriers to participation, fostering solidarity, and creating ideal places for people to 
grow older.” 

FT - Dementia fund expands its search for new drugs 

https://www.ft.com/content/e93b293e-529c-11e7-a1f2-db19572361bb  

“The Dementia Discovery Fund, a partnership launched in October 2015 by the UK government and 
seven international drug companies to find new Alzheimer’s treatments, has raised almost £100m. It 
has already invested in nine start-up companies investigating novel ways to stop or reverse the 
complex biological processes that lead to dementia, according to Kate Bingham, managing partner of 
SV Life Sciences which won the contract to run the fund. DDF is part of the health legacy of former UK 
prime minister David Cameron, who made fighting dementia a priority at the G8 meeting that he 
chaired in 2013….” 

IIED – Bloomberg and public health: did he get it right? 

https://www.iied.org/bloomberg-public-health-did-he-get-it-right  

“While welcoming the support from Michael Bloomberg for a new city-focused global public health 
initiative, David Satterthwaite and Sarah Colenbrander raise concerns about what is not included.” 
Well worth a read.  

Hint: “…Most cities in sub-Saharan Africa and many in Asia have massive deficits in the basic 
infrastructure of public health: piped water and good quality toilets in each home, functioning drains, 
paved roads and paths and household waste collection.” 

Quick link: 

BMJ - Benchmarking life expectancy and cancer mortality: global comparison with cardiovascular 
disease 1981-2010   New research. Objective was to quantify the impact of cancer (all cancers 
combined and major sites) compared with cardiovascular disease (CVD) on longevity worldwide 
during 1981-2010.  

https://www.ft.com/content/e93b293e-529c-11e7-a1f2-db19572361bb
https://www.iied.org/bloomberg-public-health-did-he-get-it-right
http://www.bmj.com/content/357/bmj.j2765
http://www.bmj.com/content/357/bmj.j2765
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Sexual & Reproductive / maternal, neonatal & child 
health 

NPR Goats & Soda - A Good News Story About Diarrhea — 
With One Surprising Exception 

http://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2017/06/19/531912971/a-good-news-story-about-

diarrhea-with-one-surprising-exception  

Related to the recent GBD study in the Lancet. “Diarrhea is not only a topic that makes people a bit 
squeamish, it turns out to be a difficult disease to put into numbers. But two trends are clear, says an 
author of a new report: The number of deaths from diarrheal diseases is dropping dramatically in 
low-income countries – and ticking upward in wealthy nations.” 

CGD (working paper) – Do Age-of-Marriage Laws Work? 
Evidence from a Large Sample of Developing Countries 

M Collin et al; https://www.cgdev.org/publication/do-age-marriage-laws-work-evidence-large-
sample-developing-countries  

“Child marriage is associated with bad outcomes for women and girls. Although many countries have 
raised the legal age of marriage to deter this practice, the incidence of early marriage remains 
stubbornly high. We develop a simple model to explain how enforcing minimum age-of-marriage 
laws creates differences in the share of women getting married at the legal cut-off….” 

A few quick links: 

NPR Goats & Soda - Why Do Men Harass Women? New Study Sheds Light On Motivations “…A May 
study from Promundo, an international research group, and U.N. Women sheds fresh light on men's 
motivations for harassing women on the streets in four areas in the Middle East: Egypt, Lebanon, 
Morocco and the Palestinian territories.”   

Guardian - Indian government: pregnant women should shun meat, eggs and lustful thoughts of sex.   

(just in case you’d think the Americans are the only ones stuck with lunatic politians) 

“India’s government is advising pregnant women to avoid all meat, eggs and lustful thoughts. 
Doctors say the advice is preposterous, and even dangerous, considering India’s already poor record 
with maternal health. Women are often the last to eat or receive health care in traditionally 
patriarchal Indian households.” 

http://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2017/06/19/531912971/a-good-news-story-about-diarrhea-with-one-surprising-exception
http://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2017/06/19/531912971/a-good-news-story-about-diarrhea-with-one-surprising-exception
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/do-age-marriage-laws-work-evidence-large-sample-developing-countries
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/do-age-marriage-laws-work-evidence-large-sample-developing-countries
http://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2017/06/15/532977361/why-do-men-harass-women-new-study-sheds-light-on-motivations
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jun/20/indian-government-pregnant-women-meat-eggs-lustful-thoughts-sex
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“…It is the latest push for vegetarianism by prime minister Narendra Modi’s Hindu-nationalist 
government, which already advocates avoiding beef and strictly limits the transportation and 
slaughter of cows, which are considered sacred by Hindus.” 

Access to medicines 

Access to Medicines Foundation - Improving access to cancer 
care: first landscape analysis 

https://accesstomedicinefoundation.org/publications/how-pharma-companies-address-access-

cancer-care/  

“The Access to Medicine Foundation has systematically mapped how large research-based 
pharmaceutical companies are responding to the growing cancer crisis in low and lower-middle 
income countries.” “…It has systematically mapped which pharmaceutical companies are taking 
action to address access to cancer care for the poor, where and for which cancers. In this study, the 
Foundation describes and discusses 129 separate pricing and capacity building initiatives, matched 
against companies’ oncology portfolios, including whether companies are linking their initiatives to 
products on the WHO’s Essential Medicines List….” 

FT Health – Global pharma sales forecasts cut amid pricing 
pressures 

https://www.ft.com/content/b3cf320e-550d-11e7-80b6-9bfa4c1f83d2  

“EvaluatePharma lowers projections for next 5 years by $400bn.” A hint of justice, finally, but still, 
the figures going on in this business are mindboggling.  

IP-Watch - WHO Starts Work On Essential List Of Diagnostics 
To Facilitate Access, Lower Prices 

https://www.ip-watch.org/2017/06/16/starts-work-essential-list-diagnostics-facilitate-access-lower-

prices/  

See also last week’s IHP news. “The World Health Organization announced [yesterday] that it has 
begun work on a list of essential diagnostics, as an echo of its Model List of Essential Medicines. 
According to a WHO release, the Essential Diagnostics List is indented to provide “evidence-based 
guidance to countries to create their own national lists of essential diagnostic tests and tools.”” 

https://accesstomedicinefoundation.org/publications/how-pharma-companies-address-access-cancer-care/
https://accesstomedicinefoundation.org/publications/how-pharma-companies-address-access-cancer-care/
https://www.ft.com/content/b3cf320e-550d-11e7-80b6-9bfa4c1f83d2
https://www.ip-watch.org/2017/06/16/starts-work-essential-list-diagnostics-facilitate-access-lower-prices/
https://www.ip-watch.org/2017/06/16/starts-work-essential-list-diagnostics-facilitate-access-lower-prices/
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“…According to the release, as a first step, WHO is creating a Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on 
In Vitro Diagnostics (SAGE IVD), which will advise WHO on global policies and the development of 
the essential diagnostic list.” 

See also (in-depth analysis in the Huffington Post) - Essential medicines require essential diagnostics 
(by M Pai (McGill))  

And a few quick links:  

(Vox)  Trump’s new policy to tackle sky-high drug prices makes sense — sort of.  

FT -  Pharma recovers composure as price concerns ease  “Investors bet Trump administration will 
resist cracking down on drug prices.” 

James Love (in the Wire) has the detail - Trump’s Executive Order on Drug Prices Might Be More in 
Favour of Drug Companies.  

IISD - Highly anticipated NAFTA award rejects patent law–related claim against Canada  related to Eli 
Lilly’s concerns about  the “promise utility doctrine” (on patents), more & more in vogue in Canadian 
courts.  

Human resources for health 

Reachout (blog) - What did we learn at the Inspiring 
Communities workshop? 

Kate Hawkins; http://www.reachoutconsortium.org/news/what-did-we-learn-at-the-inspiring-

communities-workshop/  

“On the 12 June 2017 the University of York’s Department of Politics and Centre for Global Health 
Histories held a fascinating meeting which explored the impetus towards the mobilization of 
communities in the definition of health policies and the delivery of care; and the role played by 
community health workers (CHWs) in this process. It was a chance to look backwards and get a 
historical view of the formation and adaptation of CHW programmes in different settings as well as 
looking at some of the more contemporary challenges and how these two things might relate. Three 
elements of the discussion stood out for me: religion, gender, and community and participation.” 

Fascinating stuff.  

http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/dr-madhukar-pai/essential-medicines-diagnostics_b_17047540.html?utm_campaign=crowdfire&utm_content=crowdfire&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter#138451153-tw
https://www.vox.com/2017/6/21/15845908/trump-drug-prices-fda-gottlieb-plan
https://www.ft.com/content/c175dd92-5696-11e7-80b6-9bfa4c1f83d2
https://thewire.in/149681/trump-drug-prices-pharma-companies/
https://thewire.in/149681/trump-drug-prices-pharma-companies/
http://www.iisd.org/itn/2017/06/12/highly-anticipated-nafta-award-rejects-patent-law-related-claim-against-canada-matthew-levine/
http://www.reachoutconsortium.org/news/what-did-we-learn-at-the-inspiring-communities-workshop/
http://www.reachoutconsortium.org/news/what-did-we-learn-at-the-inspiring-communities-workshop/
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Miscellaneous 

BMJ Editorial – The WHO joint statement from funders on 
trials transparency 

http://www.bmj.com/content/357/bmj.j2816  

“This new statement from non-industry funders is a model of best practice”, argues Ben Goldacre. 

IP-Watch – Open Access Policy In International Organisations 

https://www.ip-watch.org/2017/06/19/open-access-policy-international-organisations/  

“Open access is “part of the DNA” of international intergovernmental organisations, Charlotte 
Beauchamp, head of editorial and design at the World Intellectual Property Organization, said during 
a workshop last week. Representatives of different international organisations described during the 
workshop the increasing use of an open access policy by their organisations. A workshop on 
International Organizations and Open Access was organised on 12 June during the World Summit 
on the Information Society Forum 2017 (WSIS Forum 2017), which took place from 12-16 June.”  
Includes some views from WHO (towards the end of the article). 

BMJ (editorial) – Grenfell Tower fire: why we cannot ignore 
the political determinants of health 

http://www.bmj.com/content/357/bmj.j2966  

Martin McKee’s take on the tragedy last weekend in London.  (PS: happy to see McKee’s increasingly 
warming up to Jeremy Corbyn!) 

Devex – 'Radical change' needed on unpaid care work, report 
finds 

https://www.devex.com/news/radical-change-needed-on-unpaid-care-work-report-finds-90496  

From late last week. “With women still bearing the burden of unpaid domestic work around the 
world, a new report is calling for a “radical” change of laws, policies and social attitudes to address 
the imbalance. The extra time women spend on unpaid work is undermining progress on gender 
equality, the report’s coordinators told Devex, laying out a series of recommendations for reform. …  

http://www.bmj.com/content/357/bmj.j2816
https://www.ip-watch.org/2017/06/19/open-access-policy-international-organisations/
http://www.bmj.com/content/357/bmj.j2966
https://www.devex.com/news/radical-change-needed-on-unpaid-care-work-report-finds-90496
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… On average, women spend three times longer than men every day caring for their children and 
performing household chores — often in addition to paid work — according to UN Women. This 
figure can be more than double in low-income countries, with the extra time spent on care work 
exacerbating gender inequality. Surveys conducted for the report — “State of the World’s Fathers” 
— which was released by campaign group MenCare ahead of Father’s Day on June 16, suggest that 
this is perceived as harming men and women alike, especially when it comes to parenthood.” 

WHO - Gender, equity, human rights team newsletter 2017 

http://www.who.int/gender-equity-rights/news/ger-newsletter-2017/en/  

A (three-monthly) newsletter that might be interesting for many of you.  

Emerging Voices 

BMJ (blog) - Human health depends on planetary health 

Adithya Pradyumna (EV 2014); BMJ blog;   

With a focus on our food systems and the urgent need to (sustainably) change them. 
“…Transforming food systems may appear impossible in the short term, but it is possible in the 
medium and long term, if existing good practices are built on. Some groups are addressing the large 
disconnect between producers and consumers, and such efforts increase respect and income for the 
farming community, and the health of consumers. The health sector should recognise the planetary 
health dimensions of nutritional choices, and identify and promote foods and systems that 
contribute both to human and planetary health. While the close cultural, political, and personal 
associations with food make it a sensitive discussion topic, it is essential that we discuss our food 
and food systems. It is high time we take the next step as a public health community.” 

Research  

TMIH (review) - Non-communicable diseases and HIV care 
and treatment: models of integrated service delivery 

M Duffy et al; http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.12901/full 

“NCDs are a growing cause of morbidity in low-income countries including in people living with 
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). Integration of NCD and HIV services can build upon experience 
with chronic care models from HIV programmes. We describe models of NCD and HIV integration, 
challenges and lessons learned…. “ 

http://www.who.int/gender-equity-rights/news/ger-newsletter-2017/en/
http://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2017/06/16/adithya-pradyumna-human-health-depends-on-planetary-health/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+bmj%2Fblogs+%28Latest+BMJ+blogs%29&g=w_blogs_bmj-com
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.12901/full

