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IHP news   :    Bloomberg & NCDs 

( 19 August 2016)     

The weekly International Health Policies (IHP) newsletter is an initiative of the Health Policy unit at the 
Institute of Tropical Medicine in Antwerp, Belgium.  

 

Dear Colleagues, 

I’m probably not the only one who has thoroughly enjoyed the Olympics in Rio over the past two 
weeks. It’s just great to see athletes from all around the globe compete and excel (although not 
everybody can be Michael Phelps, Simone Biles or Usain Bolt, of course), and in the process unite all 
people of a nation, even a divided one (as was the case in Belgium with the magnificent gold medal  
in the heptathlon, for example). Excellence and societal relevance, all in one and the same athlete!  
There are obviously quite some similarities with science, although there are also differences  -  for 
example scientists tend to have a longer career than most athletes, at least if they can secure 
funding, and of course the average (greying/bald/wrinkled…) scientist is far less good looking than 
athletes in their prime. But by and large, just like Olympic athletes, scientists also aim to be excellent 
in what they do and reach for the sky. The best are also often societally relevant. Against that 
backdrop, it seems only fair that a Belgian Foundation not only rewards some of the best and 
brightest in science, but also finances premiums paid to top Belgian athletes in Rio (as they did in the 
previous two Olympics).  By the way, a while ago, the name of one of the key families behind that 
Foundation popped up in the Panama (tax optimization related) papers.  Societally relevant? As 
Richard “Mayo” Gere used to shout vigorously in ‘An Officer and a Gentleman’, “ Yes, sir!”     

On that cheerful note, let us move over to  the global health news of the week. There’s plenty, as 
you’ll notice, with a starring role for Bloomberg, former mayor of New York.  

In this week’s Featured article, Esther Nakkazi (journalist in residence at ITM) focuses on African 
journals and their relative neglect by many (including the compiler of this digest). On a more positive 
note, though, she notices an increasing trend towards open access.  

Enjoy your reading. 

The editorial team 

https://www.google.be/?gws_rd=ssl#q=heptatlon+Rio&mie=oly%2C%5B%22%2Fm%2F0ql164n%22%2C2%2Cnull%2C1%2Cnull%2Cnull%2Cnull%2Cnull%2Cnull%2Cnull%2Cnull%2Cnull%2Cnull%2Cnull%2Cnull%2Cnull%2Cnull%2Cnull%2Cnull%2C12%5D
http://www.fondsbailletlatour.com/index.cfm?lang=FRA&pageID=39
https://www.apache.be/2016/08/10/rijkste-belgische-families-betalen-olympische-premies/
http://deredactie.be/cm/vrtnieuws/economie/1.2620221
http://derijkstebelgen.be/nieuws/netwerk-fonds-baillet-latour/
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Featured Article 

High time for African Journals to convert to open access 

 
By Esther Nakkazi  
 
Every Friday, Kristof Decoster, the editor of the International Health Policies (IHP)  newsletter sends 
it out to ardent readers from all over the world including those in Africa.  
 
The newsletter is an initiative of the Health policy unit at the Institute of Tropical Medicine (ITM) in 
Antwerp, Belgium and has been in existence since 2009. It is published in English (there is also a 
French newsletter, with Basile Keugong in charge) and basically focuses on international and global 
policy issues that dominate the global health agenda, with some bias towards Africa and emphasis 
on policy and systems research, ideally research with implications beyond just one (country) setting. 
 
To compile this weekly digest, Kristof checks plenty of (international) peer reviewed journals on a 
regular basis, as well as mainstream media (including African media), grey reports, Twitter, …  but as 
he acknowledged in a personal conversation, he almost never includes articles from African public 
health journals in the weekly digest. There’s a simple reason for that: he hardly ever checks African 
journals. He admits this is a bias, even if he tries to follow debates in Communities of Practice, media 
reports, African conferences,…  to partially overcome this problem. (PS: Part of the aim of my stay 

here in Antwerp is to do something about this bias☺ )  
 
 
Kristof is certainly not alone when it comes to the relative neglect of African journals. Reasons vary, 
but naturally African health systems researchers like others in general  prefer publishing in high 
impact international journals. Even African government research agencies and universities consider 
peer-reviewed (international) journals to be of more value in evidence-based decision-making and 
most policy documents also tend to cite them. 
 
“I have published primarily in international journals because there are not very many African 
journals in health systems research,” said Dr. David Musoke from the department of disease control 
and environmental health, school of Public Health, Makerere University. 
 
For the few African journals that Dr. Musoke chances on they are not ‘as much’ recognized at his 
university, Makerere, in Uganda because they have a low impact factor. “From my experience, the 
African journals’ impact on the global scene is minimal and their citation is also not as much as 
international journals,” said Musoke. 
 
Popular search engines used in academic settings for finding and accessing articles rarely list African 
journals either. “Traditionally, the Western journals appear first,” said Shakira Choonara, a PhD 
fellow, Centre for Health Policy; school of public health, University of the Witwatersrand.  
 
Access is another challenge: one of the ways to access African journals is to go directly to their 
websites but most of them are not open access due to their business or funding models.  
 
For instance in spite of the partnerships with western journals at the African Journal Partnership 
Project (AJPP), about only half of the 517 journals on the website are open access. Some of them 

http://www.internationalhealthpolicies.org/about-ihp/
http://www.itg.be/
http://www.itg.be/
http://ajpp-online.org/
http://ajpp-online.org/
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have embargo periods of 1-3 years.  AJPP is a collaboration between international journals partnered 
with African journals funded by the U.S National Library of Medicine and National Institutes of 
Health with the aim to increase the visibility and quality of the African journals. Naturally, if these 
are invisible then the chances that their content is being used for decision making and influencing 
policy is also limited. 
 
“The extent to which such journals are being used for decision making and policy making remains 
questionable and unclear. I have looked in a number of policy documents and most of the 
documents that I have read do not refer to African journals as source documents,” said Joseph 
Mumba Zulu, PhD from the University of Zambia. 
 
Focusing more on the South-African picture (where unlike in many other sub-Saharan countries, 
there are actually a few local HPSR journals), Choonara said: “The African journals do have excellent 
context-specific information and there is definitely some impact, however they are not as well 
known to researchers or even decision-makers due to having low impact factors.”  She continued, 
“In South Africa, some of the context specific journals may feed into decision-making as well as 
follow-up policy briefs and some authors are engaging directly with the ministry”. 
 
So with all these issues what is the way forward? One African well-published researcher, who does 
cite local journals from time to time, asked a pertinent question: ‘if we are concerned about getting 
greater visibility for our local journals how do they increase impact if no one wants to publish in 
them?’ A vicious circle, in other words, that needs to be broken.  
 
Well, at least on the open access front, there is now a growing movement of African journals 
transitioning towards open access especially for those published by scientific societies. Young African 
researchers are following suit by publishing in them. 
 
The Malawi Medical Journal (MMJ) which partnered with the Journal of the American Medical 
Association (JAMA) under the AJJP programme may set the pace. After seven years of the AJPP and 
MMJ marriage, submissions have soared from 42 in 2008 to over 150 in 2015. The impact factor of 
1.00 remains wanting but it is a progressive process.  
 
‘We are now indexed amongst others on: PubMed, PubMed Central (PMC), Bioline International, 
Thomson Reuters, and African Journals Online (AJOL)’, said Chiwoza Bandawe, the editor of MMJ, in 
a June 2016 Editorial.  
 
Yet, open access international journals, targeting LMICs obviously still remain a very attractive 
option for young African researchers for a number of reasons, going beyond just the impact factor & 
citation.  
 
“My experience in publishing in HPSR journals, especially in the Health Research Policy and Systems 
journal, has been very good, there are no publication costs for us, researchers from LMICs”, said 
Mumba Zulu. “The duration for receiving feedback is reasonably okay and the duration between 
acceptance and final publication of the article is good.” 
 
“As a younger researcher I find it much more encouraging to publish in open access journals, 
rejections happen but not at the rate they do with the Lancet, BMC, BMJ etc… most of them also 
don’t require excessive payments so when funding isn’t available many researchers I know of also 
turn to them,” said Choonara. 
 

https://www.nlm.nih.gov/
https://www.nih.gov/
https://www.nih.gov/
http://www.mmj.mw/
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/journal.aspx
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/journal.aspx
http://www.ajol.info/index.php/mmj/article/viewFile/141304/131038
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As the open access movement slowly gains momentum in Africa, including for journals on health 
systems and policy, young researchers in Africa might decide to publish in them more and more. But 
the road ahead is still long. 

 

Highlights of the week 

UHC 

Plos Med (Policy Forum) - Building from the HIV Response toward Universal 

Health Coverage 

J Jay, K Buse, R Marten, T Evans, M Dybul, P Piot… et al; 

http://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002083  

Must-read. “Jonathan Jay and colleagues draw lessons from the global HIV response that could help 
guide the UHC movement.”   

The Elders (Op-Ed)- Meeting Africa’s universal health challenge 

http://theelders.org/article/meeting-africas-universal-health-challenge  

“Writing in an opinion piece published across Africa ahead of the Tokyo International Conference on 
African Development (TICAD) on 27-28 August, Graça Machel and Ricardo Lagos (i.e. two of the 
Elders) call on the continent's leaders to invest substantial political capital to make UHC a reality for 
their people.”  The TICAD conference will be co-hosted by Japan & Kenya in Nairobi. It’s clear that 
the drive for UHC is gaining further momentum on the African continent. 

In other UHC news, there was some commotion in the US when big insurer Aetna Joined Other 
Major Insurers In Pulling Back From Obamacare (NPR) earlier this week.  Ostensibly for the following 
reason: “Insurance giant Aetna will stop selling health insurance through most of the exchanges 
created by the Affordable Care Act in 2017 because the company said it is losing money in many of 
those markets.” Yet, do also read the Huffington Post, Aetna CEO threatened Obamacare Pullout if 

Feds opposed Human Merger.     For more on the story (and the need to go further on the path to 
Universal Health Care in the US, see Vox, 4 states are down to one Obamacare insurer. What if they fall 

to zero? and Quartz, The next US president will have to pick up the fight for universal health-care 
coverage.  

http://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002083
http://theelders.org/article/meeting-africas-universal-health-challenge
http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2016/08/16/490207169/aetna-joins-other-major-insurers-in-pulling-back-from-obamacare
http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2016/08/16/490207169/aetna-joins-other-major-insurers-in-pulling-back-from-obamacare
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/aetna-obamacare-pullout-humana-merger_us_57b3d747e4b04ff883996a13?posfhutkt021brzfr
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/aetna-obamacare-pullout-humana-merger_us_57b3d747e4b04ff883996a13?posfhutkt021brzfr
http://www.vox.com/2016/5/16/11673558/obamacare-marketplace-competition
http://www.vox.com/2016/5/16/11673558/obamacare-marketplace-competition
http://qz.com/759612/the-next-us-president-will-have-to-pick-up-the-fight-for-universal-health-care-coverage/
http://qz.com/759612/the-next-us-president-will-have-to-pick-up-the-fight-for-universal-health-care-coverage/
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NCDs  

WHO - Michael R. Bloomberg Becomes WHO Global Ambassador for 

Noncommunicable Diseases 

http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2016/bloomberg-WHO-Ambassador-

Noncommunicable-Diseases/en/#.V7SYicc5AxY.twitter  

Big NCD news this week. On Wednesday, WHO named Mr Michael R. Bloomberg, philanthropist and 
former three-term Mayor of the City of New York, as Global Ambassador for Noncommunicable 
Diseases (NCDs).  (Most observers consider this a smart move from WHO, I noticed on Twitter)  

Do read Bloomberg’s view in the FT,  The value of local lessons in tackling global killer diseases  
“Low-cost steps and policies could help save lives”, he argues.  

Which is true, certainly in the short to medium term, and of course Bloomberg has a good public 
health track record, in NY and globally. However, with Bloomberg, I always have a feeling that he 
puts the cart before the horse.  A thorough transformation of the global economy, so vital in the 21st 
century, will not be low-cost, I’m afraid… certainly not in terms of the political effort needed. It’ll be 
a war (see also below)  So no, Bloomberg wouldn’t have been my choice for a “Global Ambassador 
for NCDs”. Not the least because the man radiates power and capitalism. On the bright side, as a 
businessman, he has a focus on impact and results, and he clearly also has ‘access’ to the powers 
that be. So good to have him on board, I guess. Yet, making him the official ‘Global Ambassador for 
NCDs’ (and thus the “face” of the global NCD battle) is quite another thing. 

Lancet Global Health (September issue) 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current  

This month’s Lancet Global Health issue is a must. Plenty of key reads. Start with the Editorial,  
Bridging the global health gap  and then continue with: 

M Kruk et al (Comment): Time for a quality revolution in global health (must-read!!!)  “Improving 
future health outcomes across the globe  (i.e. in the SDG era) will (also) mean paying attention to 
what happens once people reach the clinic—the quality of care.” 

K Buse et al (Comment) - A farewell to abstinence and fidelity? (Kent Buse has a knack for 
catchy titles and Kent and his wife also write excellent articles, this one is no exception) The 
Comment reflects on all the action at the 2016 High-Level Meeting on Ending AIDS on June 8–10, 
related to the divisive issue of sexual health needs of young people. It appears that the ABC 
approach belongs to history now. Now let’s hope these Republican bigots don’t get back into power 
later this year. 

But check out the whole Lancet Global Health issue, including Trends in immunisation inequity: 
evidence, rights, and planning (by E Delamonica),  The critical condition of anaesthesia provision in 

http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2016/bloomberg-WHO-Ambassador-Noncommunicable-Diseases/en/#.V7SYicc5AxY.twitter
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2016/bloomberg-WHO-Ambassador-Noncommunicable-Diseases/en/#.V7SYicc5AxY.twitter
https://www.ft.com/content/b1e0da14-6491-11e6-8310-ecf0bddad227
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(16)30190-5/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(16)30131-0/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(16)30138-3/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(16)30189-9/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(16)30189-9/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(16)30129-2/fulltext
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low-income and middle-income countries,  Time to act—comprehensive abortion care in east Africa,  
Zika outbreak, mega-events, and urban reform, …  

IJHPM – A New Gilded Age, and What It Means for Global 
Health; Comment on “Global Health Governance Challenges 
2016 – Are We Ready?” 

Ted Schrecker; 

http://www.ijhpm.com/article_3259_0.html?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter  

This week our favourite journal published two “big picture” Comments on Ilona Kickbusch’s ‘GHG 
challenges 2016: Are we ready?’ reflection. Both are must-reads and excellent preparation for 
Vancouver.  

T Schrecker: “New contours of global inequality present new challenges for global health, and require 
that we consider new kinds of health issues as global. I provide a number of illustrations, arguing the 
need for a political science of health that goes beyond conventional preoccupations with formal 
institutional and interstate interactions and takes into account how globalization has affected the 
health policy landscape and restructured the distribution of economic and political power not only 
among countries, but also within them.” 

IJHPM - Business as Usual: A Lack of Institutional Innovation in Global Health 

Governance; Comment on “Global Health Governance Challenges 2016 – Are We 

Ready?” 

Kelley Lee;  http://www.ijhpm.com/article_3258.html  

“There were once again high expectations that a major global health event - the Ebola virus outbreak 
of 2014-2015 - would trigger meaningfully WHO reform and strengthen global health governance 
(GHG). Rather than a “turning point,” however, the global community has gone back to business as 
usual. This has occurred against a backdrop of worldwide political turmoil, characterised by a 
growing rejection of existing political leaders and state-centric institutions. Debates about GHG so 
far have given insufficient attention to the need for institutional innovation. This entails rethinking 
the traditional bureaucratic model of postwar intergovernmental organizations which is 
disconnected from the transboundary, fast-paced nature of today’s globalizing world.” 

Rio Olympics & health 

It is very interesting to see how lots of health (as well as gender) related issues play a role in Rio, Rio 
corporate advertising & Rio coverage.  A few links you might want to be interested in: 

 Tracking the public health effects of the Rio Olympics: HealthMap.   Includes a “map that 
displays any and all disease alerts related to the Olympics, focusing on new and ongoing 
infectious disease outbreaks, as well as alerts that may signify the potential emergence of a 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(16)30129-2/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(16)30136-X/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(16)30174-7/fulltext
http://www.ijhpm.com/article_3259_0.html?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
http://www.ijhpm.com/article_3258.html
http://vector.childrenshospital.org/2016/08/healthmap-rio-olympics-zika/
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new outbreak. Users can customize their search by disease, location, source, species and 
date to match their view to their specific interest or need.” 

 Lancet Global health (Letter) - Zika outbreak, mega-events, and urban reform:  “In a 
passionate Editorial, The Lancet Global Health defends a human rights approach to Zika 
virus, and includes mosquito control as part of the “sound recommendations, duly relayed by 
health authorities”. We would like to argue the case for a rights-based approach to 
mosquito control, which would be aimed not at small-scale tinkering in the environment 
but at large-scale urban transformation, as proposed in the early drafts of the New Urban 
Agenda. Such an approach encompasses, among others, the right to the city, the right to 
health, and the right to freedom of movement….”  (must-read) 

 O’Neill institute (blog by S Roache): Faster, Higher, Sicker: Ending sugary drink and food 
sponsorship of the Olympic Games    

“In addition to rejecting sponsorship from manufacturers of junk food and sugary beverages, I’m 
looking forward to the day when these products are replaced with healthier alternatives at all 
Olympic events….”     On the latter, it turns out Aldi, of all supermarkets, is leading the way - Rio 
2016: how British athletes are challenging the Olympic tradition of junk food peddling (Vox) 

 Gender issues: (NYT) the story on the outspoken Chinese swimmer who shattered the taboo 
on periods in sports made head waves around the globe. Somewhat less positive, perhaps, 
was the fact that beach volleyball was a massive TV hit around the globe. Although you can 
of course look at its appeal from the bright side (FT): “Beach volleyball is a philosophy of life. 
It’s saying to the world: ‘Be happy, have fun, have sun’.”   

Planetary health 

Talking about the sun, we’ll certainly have enough of it in the coming years and decades, as it’s 
becoming clearer and clearer that climate change is proceeding faster than expected just a few years 
ago, including vicious feedback loops. Just a “resilience” discourse is not gonna cut it, certainly not in 
a few decades from now…  

Or put in Laurie Garrett’s words (in her own (August) newsletter), “…Climate scientists at the NASA 
have warned for at least three decades that this time was coming, but the global health community 
has been slow to adopt non-rhetorical positions about links between human and planetary health. 
That is beginning to change, but far too slowly…” 

Guardian - World's hottest month shows challenges global warming will bring 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/aug/16/worlds-hottest-month-shows-challenges-

global-warming-will-bring  

“July was hotter than any month globally since records began – but some areas, such as the Middle 
East, suffer more than others.”       Meanwhile, in Namibia, The African Drought conference took 
place this week, themed ‘“Enhancing Resilience to Drought Events on the African Continent”.  See 
also another cheerful read (Guardian), Time to listen to the ice scientists about the Arctic death 
spiral –“ The Arctic’s ice is disappearing. We must reduce emissions, fast, or the human castastrophe 
predicted by ocean scientist Peter Wadhams will become reality.” 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(16)30174-7/fulltext?elsca1=etoc
http://www.oneillinstituteblog.org/faster-higher-sicker/
http://www.oneillinstituteblog.org/faster-higher-sicker/
http://www.vox.com/2016/8/17/12502092/olympics-team-great-britain-fruit-vegetable-ads
http://www.vox.com/2016/8/17/12502092/olympics-team-great-britain-fruit-vegetable-ads
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/17/world/asia/china-fu-yuanhui-period-olympics.html?linkId=27722026&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/17/world/asia/china-fu-yuanhui-period-olympics.html?linkId=27722026&_r=0
https://www.ft.com/content/4cffffe4-6432-11e6-a08a-c7ac04ef00aa
http://links.cfr.mkt5175.com/servlet/MailView?ms=NTIwODc4NTkS1&r=ODExODcxMDgwNzQS1&j=OTgzMjYwMjYyS0&mt=1&rt=0
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/aug/16/worlds-hottest-month-shows-challenges-global-warming-will-bring
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/aug/16/worlds-hottest-month-shows-challenges-global-warming-will-bring
http://www.africandroughtconference.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/aug/18/ice-scientists-arctic-ice-disappearing-reduce-emissions-peter-wadhams
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/aug/18/ice-scientists-arctic-ice-disappearing-reduce-emissions-peter-wadhams
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Against this dire backdrop, it’s more than time to call the fight against climate change for what it is, 
‘declare war’ and massively mobilize (see Bill McKibben in New Republic, “A world at war “  “It’s not 
that global warming is like a world war. It is a world war. And we are losing.”  

 (Enter Bloomberg et al with their ‘low cost’ solutions ) 

(PS: not everybody agrees though, about using this metaphor, see Vox - Is it useful to think of 
climate change as a “world war”? ).  

HRH 

WB (report) – Global health workforce labor market projections for 2030  

J Liua et al; http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/546161470834083341/Global-health-

workforce-labor-market-projections-for-2030  

“In LMICs, scaling essential health interventions to achieve health development targets is constrained 
by the lack of skilled health professionals to deliver services. This paper takes a labor market 
approach to project future health workforce demand based on an economic model that projects 
economic growth, demographics, and health coverage, and using health workforce data (1990-2013) 
for 165 countries from WHO’s Global Health Observatory. The demand projections are compared 
with the projected growth in health worker supply and health worker "needs" as estimated by the 
World Health Organization to achieve essential health coverage. The model predicts that by 2030 
global demand for health workers will rise to 80 million workers, double the current (2013) stock of 
health workers. The supply of health workers is expected to reach 65 million over the same period, 
resulting in a worldwide shortage of 15 million health workers. Growth in the demand for health 
workers will be highest among upper-middle-income countries, driven by economic growth and 
population growth and aging, resulting in the largest predicted shortages, which may fuel global 
competition for skilled health workers. MICs will face workforce shortages because their demand will 
exceed supply. By contrast, LICs will face low growth in demand and supply, but they will face 
workforce shortages because their needs will exceed supply and demand. In many LICs, demand may 
stay below projected supply, leading to the paradoxical phenomenon of unemployed ("surplus") 
health workers in those countries facing acute "needs-based" shortages.” 

Yellow fever  

Guardian – Fears of global yellow fever epidemic grow as vaccine stocks dwindle 

Sarah Boseley;https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/aug/16/fears-of-global-

yellow-fever-epidemic-grow-as-vaccine-stocks-dwindle  

“A last-ditch effort to prevent yellow fever spreading through Kinshasa in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo and potentially developing into a global epidemic is to be launched using vaccines 
containing a fifth of the normal dose because the global stockpile is so low….”  (for more on the 
emergency mass vaccination effort, see also WHO)  

https://newrepublic.com/article/135684/declare-war-climate-change-mobilize-wwii?utm_source=New+Republic&utm_campaign=3d7b03b465-Daily_Newsletter_8_15_168_15_2016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c4ad0aba7e-3d7b03b465-60030489
http://www.vox.com/2016/8/18/12507810/climate-change-world-war
http://www.vox.com/2016/8/18/12507810/climate-change-world-war
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/546161470834083341/Global-health-workforce-labor-market-projections-for-2030
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/546161470834083341/Global-health-workforce-labor-market-projections-for-2030
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/aug/16/fears-of-global-yellow-fever-epidemic-grow-as-vaccine-stocks-dwindle
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/aug/16/fears-of-global-yellow-fever-epidemic-grow-as-vaccine-stocks-dwindle
http://www.who.int/features/2016/yellow-fever-mass-vaccination-campaign/en/
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As CIDRAP reports, WHO is planning to reconvene the emergency committee on yellow fever in the 
coming weeks to reevaluate recommendations.  (for more on the yellow fever crisis, see also 
Scientific American & Thomson Reuters foundation,  Outbreak of yellow fever in DR Congo could go 
global, children's charity warns.  

Polio  

Stat news - Polio rears its head in Nigeria, after two years with no cases 

https://www.statnews.com/2016/08/11/polio-nigeria-return/  

Good analysis of the polio setback in Nigeria and what it involves.  See also Humanosphere (Tom 
Murphy), Conflict drives the return of wild polio to Nigeria or the NYT )  

Meanwhile, responding to the new polio cases,  WHO launches a vaccination campaign in 5 African 
countries.  

World Humanitarian Day  (19 August) 

http://www.unocha.org/whd2016?platform=hootsuite  

“World Humanitarian Day (WHD) is held every year on 19 August to pay tribute to aid workers who 
risk their lives in humanitarian service, and to mobilize people to advocate for a more humane world. 
This year, WHD follows on one of the most pivotal moments in the history of humanitarian action: 
the World Humanitarian Summit, held from 23 to 24 May in Istanbul. During the Summit, world 
leaders came together to declare their collective support for the new Agenda for Humanity and 
commit to bold action to reduce suffering and deliver better for the millions of people in need of 
humanitarian assistance.  WHD 2016 will continue communications around the World Humanitarian 
Summit. The #ShareHumanity campaign kicked off last year on 19 August, beginning a global 
countdown to drive awareness for the Summit. In April, the campaign ‘Impossible Choices’ was 
launched with a call to world leaders to attend the Summit and to ‘Commit to Action’. The final 
phase of the campaign will launch on 19 August and run up until the Secretary-General presents 
the Summit Report at the UN General Assembly in September….”   

This year’s WHD theme is ‘One Humanity’.  (I’d have gone for ‘One Grand Humanitarian Mess’, 
instead; by way of example:  just 1/3rd of the $21.9B needed for aid in 2016 has been received so 
far… ; yet another ‘iconic picture’ (this time from Aleppo) was a neat example of the incredible 
humanitarian failure of our times and our “decisionmakers”).   You might also want to read the 
Lancet Frontline report - Frontline: Providing health care in Greece's refugee camps.   

http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2016/08/who-reconvene-emergency-committee-yellow-fever
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/could-yellow-fever-become-the-next-pandemic/
http://news.trust.org/item/20160815230223-yj38b/
http://news.trust.org/item/20160815230223-yj38b/
https://www.statnews.com/2016/08/11/polio-nigeria-return/
http://www.humanosphere.org/global-health/2016/08/conflict-drives-the-return-of-polio-to-nigeria/
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/12/health/polio-nigeria.html?_r=0&mtrref=undefined&gwh=F4FFDA4EF178504FA61C671055F7F9A6&gwt=pay
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2016/08/12/who-will-vaccinate-in-five-african-nations-after-polio-outbreak/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2016/08/12/who-will-vaccinate-in-five-african-nations-after-polio-outbreak/
http://www.unocha.org/whd2016?platform=hootsuite
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(16)31417-9/fulltext
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Global Fund update 

The latest GFO issue contains a number of important reads, also with  a view on the upcoming 
replenishment conference in Montreal (September). 

Make sure you read at least:  

 Global Fund tops PEPFAR on engagement of key populations: Survey “A new survey report 
compares African key populations’ engagement in the decision-making processes of large 
funding partners….”  The report was launched in Durban. 

 (Comment by D Stevenson) Responsibility “to end it for good”  “End It for Good,” is the 
rallying call for the Global Fund’s Fifth Replenishment conference, to be held in Montreal, 
Canada on 16-17 September 2016.  Stevenson gives three concrete suggestions/priorities to 
do exactly that. 

 (News) Wambo.org – on the online GF marketplace.  “At the end of May 2016, the Global 
Fund formally announced wambo.org, a new online marketplace where implementers of 
Global Fund grants will be able to check prices and place orders for directly for medicines, 
other health products and non-health commodities. There are plans to expand the reach of 
wambo.org even further. UNITAID and the Government of Canada are discussing with the 
Global Fund various ways that they can support wambo.org. The Clinton HIV/AIDS Initiative 
is involved in the development and rollout of the wambo.org platform. Other potential 
partnerships are being explored. …” 
 

Lancet (Comment) – UN political declaration on HIV and 
AIDS: where to begin? 

Nana K Poku; http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(16)31336-8/fulltext  

Important Comment. Poku argues for a strategic rethink. But “Even as we struggle to secure a 
substantial increase in funding for the fight against AIDS, it is possible to accelerate this life-saving 
work and reduce costs. There are three areas, all highlighted in the UN political declaration, and 
reaffirmed at Durban, that need not wait for a best-case fiscal outcome….”: HIV prevention, better 
synergies between the HIV fight & UHC; access to essential medicines.  

Plos Med (essay)– Make Data Sharing Routine to Prepare for 
Public Health Emergencies 

J P Chretien et al; http://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002109  

“Jean-Paul Chretien and colleagues argue that recent Ebola and Zika virus outbreaks highlight the 
importance of data sharing in scientific research.” 

In related news, read also NEJM editorial doubles down on resistance to data sharing (Stat news).  

http://www.aidspan.org/node/3861?pk_campaign=email-attrib-Word-PDF-download&pk_kwd=gfo-issue-294
http://www.aidspan.org/node/3861?pk_campaign=email-attrib-Word-PDF-download&pk_kwd=gfo-issue-294
http://www.aidspan.org/gfo_article/responsibility-%E2%80%9Cend-it-good%E2%80%9D
http://www.aidspan.org/gfo_article/wamboorg-new-online-marketplace
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(16)31336-8/fulltext
http://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002109
https://www.statnews.com/2016/08/10/data-sharing-science-nejm/?utm_content=buffer64e66&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer


 

11 
 

SDGs 

Draft summary by the President of the High-Level Political Forum on sustainable development  

This document compiles key messages from  2016’s HLPF, noting where the world stands nearly one 
year since the SDGs’ adoption.  

Vancouver HSR symposium 

A few reads & info related to the upcoming HSR symposium in Vancouver.  Apparently, the results of 
the HSG Board election will be made public on 10 September. 

Websedge & HSG bring Global Health TV to Vancouver 

D Nambiar: Evidence-based policy making in health systems is a myth (recommended blog!!)  The 

discussion will of course continue in Vancouver. 

WHO - True magnitude of stillbirths and maternal and 
neonatal deaths underreported 

http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2016/stillbirths-neonatal-deaths/en/  

This week, WHO launched 3 publications to help countries improve their data on stillbirths and 
maternal and neonatal deaths. See also Humanosphere for some more background, The WHO is 
improving data on stillbirths, maternal and neonatal deaths.  “WHO is bolstering efforts to help 
countries improve their data on stillbirths and maternal and neonatal deaths, the majority of which 
are preventable with quality health care during pregnancy and childbirth.” 

Read also the related Lancet Comment, by N Roos, A Costello et al; Learning from every stillbirth and 
neonatal death. They conclude: “The burden of stillbirths and neonatal deaths remains unacceptably 
high. A long-needed, globally applicable classification system for perinatal deaths, and guidance on 
conducting stillbirth and neonatal death audits, will catalyse efforts to tackle the problem and 
allocate resources appropriately. By counting every mother and baby, and by understanding the 
causes of death and the contributing factors, we can end preventable maternal and neonatal 
mortality and stillbirths. It is now time to make every baby count.” 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/10858SummaryPresident%202016%20HLPF%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.healthsystemsglobal.org/election/
http://healthsystemsglobal.org/blog/159/Webs-Edge-and-HSG-bring-Global-Health-TV-to-Vancouver.html
http://healthsystemsglobal.org/blog/157/Evidence-based-policymaking-in-health-systems-is-a-myth.html
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2016/stillbirths-neonatal-deaths/en/
http://www.humanosphere.org/global-health/2016/08/improving-data-stillbirths-maternal-neonatal-deaths/
http://www.humanosphere.org/global-health/2016/08/improving-data-stillbirths-maternal-neonatal-deaths/
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(16)31352-6/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(16)31352-6/fulltext
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Humanosphere - 50,000 march in protest against gender 
violence in Peru 

http://www.humanosphere.org/basics/2016/08/50000-march-protest-gender-violence-
peru/?utm_content=buffer82424&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=
buffer  

“In the latest of a series of public demonstrations against gender-based violence in Latin 
America, some 50,000 women’s rights advocates took to the streets on Saturday in cities across Peru.   
… …  The protests, the largest of which took place in the capital city of Lima, followed similar protests 
in Mexico, Bolivia, Colombia, Argentina and Brazil over the past year. The international movement 
has gained traction under the slogan #NiUnaMenos (Not One Less)which, according to the Guardian, 
paraphrases the words of murdered Mexican activist and poet Susana Chavez Castillo: “Ni una mujer 
menos, ni una muerte más” (Not one woman less, not one more death)…. “ 

Lancet (Editorial) – Canada's inquiry into violence toward 
Indigenous women 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(16)31413-1/fulltext  

“On Aug 3, the Government of Canada announced a national inquiry on the epidemic of violence 
toward Indigenous women. The inquiry follows decades of urging by advocates, international human 
rights groups, and the UN to investigate and explain the 1200 women and girls who have been 
murdered or gone missing in the country since 1980….”  The editorial concludes:“…Canada's 
historical disregard for Indigenous women is a national tragedy with international lessons. Although 
the inquiry's mandate is suitably broad, encompassing justice, reconciliation, and the self-
determination of Indigenous peoples, it should also illuminate the failure of and opportunities for 
health-care systems to protect Indigenous women.” 

AMR 

Science (Policy Forum) – Achieving global targets for antimicrobial resistance 

R Laxminarayan, D Sridhar et al; 
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/early/2016/08/17/science.aaf9286  

Gated.  “The UN should promote targets, funding, and governance.” Or as the tweet went: “ #AMR 
surveillance is a global good & should be financed accordingly.” 

 

 

http://www.humanosphere.org/basics/2016/08/50000-march-protest-gender-violence-peru/?utm_content=buffer82424&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://www.humanosphere.org/basics/2016/08/50000-march-protest-gender-violence-peru/?utm_content=buffer82424&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://www.humanosphere.org/basics/2016/08/50000-march-protest-gender-violence-peru/?utm_content=buffer82424&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/aug/13/women-peru-protest-rising-tide-murder-sexual-crime
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(16)31413-1/fulltext
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/early/2016/08/17/science.aaf9286
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Zika 

For the latest WHO situation report (18 August), see here.  

Some reads & links:  

Reuters - U.S. government shifts $81 million to Zika vaccine research 

Reuters; 

News from late last week. “The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services has shifted $81 
million in funds from other projects to continue work on developing vaccines to fight Zika in the 
absence of any funding from U.S. lawmakers.”  Meanwhile, in a rare moment of clarity, even Donald 
Trump called for US Congress to fund Zika.  

Stat news – Ebola. Zika. Could a rapid-response fund help the US address crises 

faster? 

https://www.statnews.com/2016/08/15/reserve-fund-infectious-disease-zika-congress/  

“…there’s a reasonable chance that the next [US] health spending bill will include a reserve fund that 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention can use the next time there’s an infectious disease 
crisis. The House version of the bill, which would fund the federal health agencies for the fiscal year 
that starts in October, has a $300 million “rapid response reserve fund” for infectious diseases. It’s 
a smaller version of an idea that Democratic lawmakers and current and former Obama 
administration officials have been promoting for months, ever since it became clear that Congress 
was incapable of anything close to a rapid response to Zika….” 

CSIS (Comment) – Failing on Zika 

J S Morrison; https://www.csis.org/analysis/failing-zika  

Must-read analysis of why US politics is failing on Zika funding. Morrison sees 4 reasons for the total 
failure, the first of them being that “Congress is in meltdown”. 

 

Guardian: US declares state of emergency in Puerto Rico over Zika epidemic 

 
Guardian: 'Nobody's looking': why US Zika outbreak could be bigger than we know  “Zika tests are 
complicated, time-consuming and expensive, leading scientists to believe [US] states at risk for the 
disease may already have undetected cases”. 

Guardian - Zika virus: Floridians fear 'Pandora's box' of genetically altered mosquitos  

http://www.who.int/emergencies/zika-virus/situation-report/18-august-2016/en/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-zika-vaccines-idUSKCN10M20K?utm_campaign=KFF-2016-Daily-GHP-Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=32873502&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_3RjurTiQe_ddeEg0Aaz_V8HP4qhHNqmN4ylP94Kj8b5V4RST5l5oLQqaAvKwKc3dBnGHzaY6q_avxk3B757EwQBUT2g&_hsmi=32873502
http://thehill.com/blogs/ballot-box/presidential-races/291210-trump-calls-for-congress-to-fund-zika-efforts?utm_campaign=KFF-2016-Daily-GHP-Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=32873502&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--ALR8IMFDG5EOSxQBGCdv1rtEe2-M9l1r8NmEsqHPfOfUwg2AKxikl_atU_86ekkJBftb7G4Ww9nX721_yW8j6rWj7zg&_hsmi=32873502
https://www.statnews.com/2016/08/15/reserve-fund-infectious-disease-zika-congress/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/failing-zika
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/aug/12/zika-virus-epidemic-puerto-rico-state-of-emergency-mosquito
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/aug/17/zika-virus-outbreaks-us-testing-difficulties-mosquitoes
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/aug/14/florida-keys-zika-virus-genetically-modified-mosquitoes
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Nature (news) - Mosquito guns and heavy fines: how Cuba kept Zika at bay for so long  

Zika outbreak in Mexico traced to A. aegypti mosquito “A Zika virus outbreak that occurred in 
Mexico during late 2015 has been traced back to the Aedes aegypti mosquito, researchers reported, 
marking the first confirmed Zika transmission by that species to occur in North America.” 

BBC news -   Zika found to remain in sperm for record six months “The Zika virus has been found in 
the sperm of an Italian man six months after his first symptoms, twice as long as in previously 
reported cases. Doctors at the Spallanzani Institute for Infectious Diseases in Rome said it pointed to 
the possibility that the virus was reproducing itself in the male genital tract….” 

Stat News - US researchers now testing Zika vaccines in human subjects  

WP - Zika can infect adult brain cells, not just fetal cells, study suggests.  

Global health events 

Today the Sixty-sixth session of the WHO Regional Committee for Africa begins in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia. The session will take place from 19 to 23 August 2016.    (you find the agenda & technical 
docs online). 

African Nursing and Midwifery Leaders Identify Regional 
Health Issues During Global Advisory Panel on the Future of 
Nursing & Midwifery Meeting 

http://www.prweb.com/releases/2016/08/prweb13615828.htm  

“The Honor Society of Nursing, Sigma Theta Tau International (STTI) convened the Africa regional 
meeting of the Global Advisory Panel on the Future of Nursing & Midwifery (GAPFON), 18-19 July 
in Cape Town, South Africa. More than 20 key nursing and midwifery leaders met to identify Africa’s 
top regional health issues and determine strategies to allow nursing and midwifery professionals to 
impact those issues….”  Nice overview of the GAPFON meeting in July. 

Forbes – G20, Global Health And China 

Yanzhong Huang; http://www.forbes.com/sites/yanzhonghuang/2016/08/16/g20-global-health-and-

china/#5ab32ad9710f  

Op-ed related to the upcoming G20 Summit. In September, Hangzhou  will host the first ever G20 
summit hosted in China. For the time being, “ Beijing has made it clear that the focus of the summit 
will be on global economic growth. Indeed, “health” is not even mentioned once in the 18-page 
document on themes and key agenda items of the summit issued by the Chinese government.” Y 

http://www.nature.com/news/mosquito-guns-and-heavy-fines-how-cuba-kept-zika-at-bay-for-so-long-1.20429
http://www.healio.com/infectious-disease/zoonotic-infections/news/in-the-journals/%7Ba74ec730-0b2d-44ce-a0f5-2d2ab983295d%7D/zika-outbreak-in-mexico-traced-to-a-aegypti-mosquito?utm_source=maestro&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=infectious%20disease%20news
http://www.bbc.com/news/health-37057934
https://www.statnews.com/2016/08/03/nih-zika-vaccine-trial/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2016/08/18/zika-can-infect-adult-brain-cells-not-just-fetal-cells/?ct=t(RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN)
http://www.afro.who.int/en/sixty-sixth-session.html
http://www.afro.who.int/en/sixty-sixth-session.html
http://www.prweb.com/releases/2016/08/prweb13615828.htm
http://www.forbes.com/sites/yanzhonghuang/2016/08/16/g20-global-health-and-china/#5ab32ad9710f
http://www.forbes.com/sites/yanzhonghuang/2016/08/16/g20-global-health-and-china/#5ab32ad9710f
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Huang would clearly like this to change and gives some suggestions. He hopes that China would push 
to expand the G20 agenda to include global health, for example in Hamburg next year.  

 

Coming up:  World Nutrition Congress 30 August-2 September 2016 : “The World Nutrition Cape 
Town 2016, the 2nd edition of the World Public Health Nutrition Association’s World Nutrition 
Congress is taking place from the 30th of August to 2 September 2016 and is co-hosted by the 
University of the Western Cape in Cape Town, South Africa. The theme of the congress is "Addressing 
the Double Burden of Malnutrition in a Globalised World". “ 

United Nations high-level meeting on antimicrobial resistance (21 September). But we reckon you’re 
already aware .   

Global governance of health 

CGD (blog) – Excuse me, World Bank, This Time Is Last Time’s 
Next Time 

L Pritchett; http://www.cgdev.org/blog/excuse-me-world-bank-time-last-times-next-time  

It’s clear that Jim Kim’s “reappointment/re-election” at the WB will be very contentious (if it 
materializes). Here, Pritchett makes a strong case for a “truly “open, merit-based, and transparent” 
process”. (He has a point, but I hope to see equally strong calls vs Mrs Lagarde & IMF – somehow, I 
must have missed them, so far…)  

In other WB related news, the WSJ reports that the  World Bank Forms a Task Force to Tackle Rape, 
Other Abuses at Its Projects.  

And Freedom Info reported that “The World Bank vice president who oversees strategy on 
governance issues has criticized a draft report recommending that the Bank focus more on unequal 
national political power as a key inhibitor of development.”  

CGD (podcast) - We Can Fix Emergency Aid with Disaster 
Insurance – Podcast with Stefan Dercon and Theo Talbot 

http://www.cgdev.org/blog/we-can-fix-emergency-aid-disaster-insurance-podcast-stefan-dercon-

and-theo-talbot  

For the podcast fans among you. 

http://www.phmovement.org/en/node/10438
http://www.who.int/drugresistance/events/UNGA-meeting-amr-sept2016/en/
http://www.cgdev.org/blog/excuse-me-world-bank-time-last-times-next-time
http://www.wsj.com/articles/world-bank-forms-task-force-to-tackle-rape-other-abuses-at-its-projects-1470952840
http://www.wsj.com/articles/world-bank-forms-task-force-to-tackle-rape-other-abuses-at-its-projects-1470952840
http://www.freedominfo.org/2016/08/world-bank-vp-blasts-draft-governance-report/
http://www.freedominfo.org/2016/08/world-bank-vp-blasts-draft-governance-report/
http://www.freedominfo.org/2016/08/world-bank-vp-blasts-draft-governance-report/
http://www.cgdev.org/blog/we-can-fix-emergency-aid-disaster-insurance-podcast-stefan-dercon-and-theo-talbot
http://www.cgdev.org/blog/we-can-fix-emergency-aid-disaster-insurance-podcast-stefan-dercon-and-theo-talbot
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Another (CFR) podcast that might be of interest: Podcast: An Assessment of Former WHO Director-
Generals and Previous Rounds of Director-General Elections   (Y Huang, among others, discusses this 
with Derek Yach) 

Meanwhile, as Laurie Garrett noted in her August newsletter, “… The other election of concern is 
proceeding with near invisibility: the selection of the next director-general (DG) of the WHO. 
Candidates have only days remaining to put their hats in the ring, and so far, just three individuals 
have come forward. …  However, it is worth noting that one important candidate, Dr. Tedros 
Adhanom, is currently serving as foreign minister of Ethiopia, which has been wracked with 
violence of late. Critics argue that a massive crackdown to suppress political dissidents is 
underway. How this situation may effect Adhanom’s run for the DG job is not clear.” 

Plos NTDs (Viewpoint) – Next Steps for Ebola Vaccination: 
Deployment in Non-Epidemic, High-Risk Settings 

Plos NTDs;  

“Laura A. Skrip and colleague discuss how extraordinary scientific and humanitarian momentum was 
garnered during the 2014–2015 Ebola outbreak. Routine vaccination of health care workers in non-
epidemic but high-risk settings could be an effective approach for sustaining this momentum and 
mitigating future Ebola outbreaks.” 

Public consultation EC - UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development - Public Consultation on revising the European 
Consensus on Development 

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/ConsultationEuropeanConsensusDevelopment  

Deadline is 21 August, so you’ll have to hurry if you still want to contribute.  

MSF analysis – A War on Health ?  

H Pagano et al ; http://msf-analysis.org/a-war-on-health/  

«… The link drawn between the fight against terrorism and that of epidemics is not simply a crafty 
analogy. It is a chilling indicator of how far healthcare has been intimately intertwined in the 
prevailing national security logic in the war on terror era, with a deadly cost….” 

http://blogs.cfr.org/patrick/2016/08/16/podcast-an-assessment-of-former-who-director-generals-and-previous-rounds-of-director-general-elections/
http://blogs.cfr.org/patrick/2016/08/16/podcast-an-assessment-of-former-who-director-generals-and-previous-rounds-of-director-general-elections/
http://links.cfr.mkt5175.com/servlet/MailView?ms=NTIwODc4NTkS1&r=ODExODcxMDgwNzQS1&j=OTgzMjYwMjYyS0&mt=1&rt=0
http://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?id=10.1371%2Fjournal.pntd.0004802&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+plosntds%2FNewArticles+%28PLOS+Neglected+Tropical+Diseases+-+New+Articles%29
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/ConsultationEuropeanConsensusDevelopment
http://msf-analysis.org/a-war-on-health/
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Devex – Partnering with governments is the only route to 
better data 

https://www.devex.com/news/partnering-with-governments-is-the-only-route-to-better-data-

88573  

“For perhaps the first time in history, there is widespread agreement among governments, private 
funders, and bilateral and multilateral organizations about the importance of having and using 
high-quality public health data to address, improve and plan for both short- and long-term health 
issues. From detecting epidemics to addressing emerging chronic illnesses and sourcing medical 
resources, data is critical for effective public health planning….” So there is global momentum.  A 
good overview of where things stand, for the moment, with Bloomberg’s efforts in this respect, but 
also others. “…. For example, global collaborations such as the Health Data Collaborative have been 
calling for attention to this issue; governments in developed countries such as Canada and Australia 
are beginning to take on financial commitments to improving data through the World Bank Global 
Financing Facility and the Bloomberg Philanthropies Data for Health initiative. Additionally, U.N. 
agencies such as World Health Organization, the U.N. Economic Commission for Africa, and the U.N. 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific are focused on data.” 

NYT – UN admits its role in cholera epidemic in Haiti 

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/18/world/americas/united-nations-haiti-cholera.html?smid=tw-

nytimesworld&smtyp=cur&_r=0&mtrref=t.co&mtrref=www.nytimes.com&gwh=7F3A163E71B9F9A4

B0589F9832132501&gwt=pay  

It took far too long, but the UN (that is, Ban Ki Moon’s office) has finally acknowledged that its 
peacekeepers played a role in importing the cholera epidemic in Haiti. (Especially lawyers will want 
to read this article)   See also Tom Murphy in Humanosphere.  

TMIH - Doing well while fighting river blindness: the 
alignment of a corporate drug donation programme with 
responsibilities to shareholders 

Y Orlando et al; http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.12759/full  

Using the example of Merck's donations of ivermectin, this article shows “how tax incentives and 
non-profit collaborators can make corporate largesse consistent with obligations to maximise returns 
to shareholders.” 

https://www.devex.com/news/partnering-with-governments-is-the-only-route-to-better-data-88573
https://www.devex.com/news/partnering-with-governments-is-the-only-route-to-better-data-88573
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/18/world/americas/united-nations-haiti-cholera.html?smid=tw-nytimesworld&smtyp=cur&_r=0&mtrref=t.co&mtrref=www.nytimes.com&gwh=7F3A163E71B9F9A4B0589F9832132501&gwt=pay
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/18/world/americas/united-nations-haiti-cholera.html?smid=tw-nytimesworld&smtyp=cur&_r=0&mtrref=t.co&mtrref=www.nytimes.com&gwh=7F3A163E71B9F9A4B0589F9832132501&gwt=pay
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/18/world/americas/united-nations-haiti-cholera.html?smid=tw-nytimesworld&smtyp=cur&_r=0&mtrref=t.co&mtrref=www.nytimes.com&gwh=7F3A163E71B9F9A4B0589F9832132501&gwt=pay
http://www.humanosphere.org/global-health/2016/08/the-u-n-may-finally-admit-it-caused-the-haitian-cholera-outbreak/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.12759/full
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Development Progress – The Africa Agenda 2063 and the 
SDGs: the African Union barks, but will it find its bite? 

F Machingura; http://www.developmentprogress.org/blog/2016/08/09/africa-agenda-2063-and-

sdgs-african-union-barks-will-it-find-its-bite  

Recommended blog. “The African Union (AU) is often described as a ‘toothless bulldog’ with 
credibility and legitimacy deficits. But its recent work may be indicative of a changing status. Through 
the Africa Agenda 2063 (AA2063) – a framework reflecting African solutions to its problems – the 
AU appears to challenge western hegemony on global development and, in the process, has laid 
down two significant markers of change….” 

Devex – Where they stand: Democrats and Republicans on 
global development 

https://www.devex.com/news/where-they-stand-democrats-and-republicans-on-global-

development-88558  

Nice overview & thus a must-read. 

Foreign Policy – New Chief of Clintons transition team is a 
strong backer of TPP and free trade 

http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/08/16/new-chief-of-clintons-transition-team-is-a-strong-backer-of-

tpp-and-free-trade/  

TPP (and trade & investment agreements in general) are one of Hillary’s Achilles heels, clearly. If 
she’s smart, she’ll be very unambiguous about TPP (so “block it, by all means!”), especially in the 
current (global and US) political environment. But this news doesn’t look good. Meanwhile, 
“President Barack Obama’s push to get the deal done before he leaves office — he considers it a 
cornerstone of his economic legacy — continues. After signaling last week that he will send the pact 
to Congress, Obama’s deputy U.S. trade representative, Robert Holleyman, said at an event in 
Atlanta on Monday that his boss plans a “full-fledged, full-throated effort” to make TPP law. On 
Tuesday, Politico reported that the president is set to push for the deal in a series of events across the 
country.”  (PS: Jeffrey Sachs also didn’t quite enjoy this move by Obama, I noticed on Twitter)  See 
also Bilaterals, Obama puts Congress on notice: TPP is coming.  

In somewhat related news ( but more focusing on (US) Big Pharma & these trade agreements) (Stat 
News), Donald Trump’s trade talk is making the drug industry uneasy. “ …That’s another part of the 
Trump riddle that the entire health care apparatus in Washington is trying to solve: How openly 
should they challenge a candidate hardwired for controversy and inflammatory rhetoric? Trade is a 
prime example. The industry feels strongly about it, but fears that going toe to toe with Trump 
would “inflame the beast,” as Mendelson put it.  …” 

http://www.developmentprogress.org/blog/2016/08/09/africa-agenda-2063-and-sdgs-african-union-barks-will-it-find-its-bite
http://www.developmentprogress.org/blog/2016/08/09/africa-agenda-2063-and-sdgs-african-union-barks-will-it-find-its-bite
https://www.devex.com/news/where-they-stand-democrats-and-republicans-on-global-development-88558
https://www.devex.com/news/where-they-stand-democrats-and-republicans-on-global-development-88558
http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/08/16/new-chief-of-clintons-transition-team-is-a-strong-backer-of-tpp-and-free-trade/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/08/16/new-chief-of-clintons-transition-team-is-a-strong-backer-of-tpp-and-free-trade/
http://www.politico.com/story/2016/08/obama-congress-trade-warning-226952
https://au.finance.yahoo.com/news/obama-set-full-fledged-tpp-154407195.html
http://www.politico.com/story/2016/08/obama-trade-deal-tpp-227038
http://www.bilaterals.org/?obama-puts-congress-on-notice-tpp
https://www.statnews.com/2016/08/18/donald-trump-trade-deals-pharma-biotech/
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BMJ (blog) – How we talk about women leaders 

M Fine-Goulden; http://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2016/08/15/miriam-fine-goulden-how-we-talk-about-

women-

leaders/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+bmj%2Fblogs+%2

8Latest+BMJ+blogs%29&g=w_blogs_bmj-com  

Must-read. “Now, with so many capable and inspirational women in leadership roles, it is time to 
reflect on the ways we talk about both women and men….”  Future generations will benefit, if we get 
this right now. 

Guardian – My replacement should be a woman, says UN 
secretary general 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/aug/16/my-replacement-should-be-a-woman-says-un-

secretary-general  

“Ban Ki-moon argues ‘it’s high time now’ for female leadership of the United Nations as candidates 
including Helen Clark and Susana Malcorra vie for top job.” 

IPS – Developing Nations Seek Tax Body to Curb Illicit 
Financial Flows 

http://www.ipsnews.net/2016/08/developing-nations-seek-tax-body-to-curb-illicit-financial-flows/  

They still do, and they’re damned right. “Despite Western opposition, the 134-member Group of 77 is 
continuing to pursue a longstanding proposal for an inter-governmental UN-affiliated tax body 
aimed at combating corporate tax dodging and curbing illicit financial flows, including money 
laundering and off-shore banking. The proposal has already been shot down twice by Western 
nations, first, at the Financing for Development (FfD) conference in Addis Ababa in July last year, and 
more recently, at the 14th session of the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD 14) in 
Nairobi last month. But a G77 source told IPS the proposal is very much alive – and still on the 
negotiating table. …” 

UHC 

Check out the latest Resyst newsletter  (with lots on resilient & responsive health systems, as well as 
UHC). Idem for the FHS August newsletter.  

http://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2016/08/15/miriam-fine-goulden-how-we-talk-about-women-leaders/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+bmj%2Fblogs+%28Latest+BMJ+blogs%29&g=w_blogs_bmj-com
http://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2016/08/15/miriam-fine-goulden-how-we-talk-about-women-leaders/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+bmj%2Fblogs+%28Latest+BMJ+blogs%29&g=w_blogs_bmj-com
http://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2016/08/15/miriam-fine-goulden-how-we-talk-about-women-leaders/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+bmj%2Fblogs+%28Latest+BMJ+blogs%29&g=w_blogs_bmj-com
http://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2016/08/15/miriam-fine-goulden-how-we-talk-about-women-leaders/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+bmj%2Fblogs+%28Latest+BMJ+blogs%29&g=w_blogs_bmj-com
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/aug/16/my-replacement-should-be-a-woman-says-un-secretary-general
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/aug/16/my-replacement-should-be-a-woman-says-un-secretary-general
http://www.ipsnews.net/2016/08/developing-nations-seek-tax-body-to-curb-illicit-financial-flows/
http://us4.campaign-archive2.com/?u=12e5b6ddedcac82fdc1f6745b&id=25f6b99b29
http://us2.campaign-archive1.com/?u=2cb26c2e6be4fc3fb8d45031b&id=7961126b5f
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Planetary health 

One of the many feedback loops kicking in  (Guardian): “Energy experts warn more reliance on air 
conditioning, particularly in China, will accelerate climate change.”  

Infectious diseases & NTDs 

Public Health Perspectives - It’s time we get realistic about 
addressing HIV 

J Taaffe; http://blogs.plos.org/publichealth/2016/08/15/its-time-we-get-realistic-about-addressing-

hiv/  

(Nice short blog, written after the Durban conference)   “We are in crisis; if we do not mobilize 
resources for the HIV response right now, we will lose control of the HIV epidemic – these advocacy 
messages were loud and clear at the International AIDS Conference in Durban last month.  But, what 
was less clear and less discussed at the conference was a realistic approach to how this can be 
done in the current global health and development climate”. …  She concludes: “Without a doubt, 
we MUST continue to invest in the HIV response; I fear what will happen if we don’t. However, those 
strong advocacy messages from Durban will go nowhere if we are not realistic and pragmatic in how 
to finance and implement the HIV response.  The time of heavy vertical and external funding is over 
for HIV; it is now time to embrace a more integrated HIV response in the context of the larger 
global health and development landscape.” 

For another report on Durban, see The Lancet Infectious Diseases: Progress and pitfalls in 
prevention at AIDS 2016 (by P Hayward) 

The Atlantic – The danger of ignoring TB 

http://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2016/08/tuberculosis-doomsday-

scenario/494108/?utm_content=buffer8b0c0&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm

_campaign=buffer  

Gloomy article. “Despite its reputation as an illness of the past, the deadly disease is as much of a 
threat to people in America as Ebola and Zika.”   “…there’s urgent need not just for newer drugs with 
less burdensome treatment regiments; but also a need for a faster way to diagnose TB, and drug-
resistant TB in particular. But it may be impossible to secure financing for such efforts in a public 
funding environment in the United States that is, many scientists told me, grossly isolationist….” And 
so we will pay the price. 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/aug/15/increase-air-conditioning-accelerate-climate-change
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/aug/15/increase-air-conditioning-accelerate-climate-change
http://blogs.plos.org/publichealth/2016/08/15/its-time-we-get-realistic-about-addressing-hiv/
http://blogs.plos.org/publichealth/2016/08/15/its-time-we-get-realistic-about-addressing-hiv/
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(16)30282-1/fulltext?sf33489741=1
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(16)30282-1/fulltext?sf33489741=1
http://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2016/08/tuberculosis-doomsday-scenario/494108/?utm_content=buffer8b0c0&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2016/08/tuberculosis-doomsday-scenario/494108/?utm_content=buffer8b0c0&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2016/08/tuberculosis-doomsday-scenario/494108/?utm_content=buffer8b0c0&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
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BMJ Global Health – The Internet of Things to come: digital 
technologies and the End TB Strategy 

D Falzon & M Raviglione; http://gh.bmj.com/content/1/2/e000038  

Check out the future link between ‘The Internet of Things’ and TB (for example). The Internet of 
Things is “touted to become a game changer in the field of diagnostics, personalised care and public 
health”. (Both authors are from WHO) 

NYT – Hard Times in Venezuela Breed Malaria as Desperate 
Flock to Mines 

NYT; 

This article got quite some attention this week. On the sorry link between economic despair & 
malaria. 

 

In other (polio) news (VOA), “Afghanistan will restart a polio vaccination drive in the coming days for 
thousands of children in remote eastern regions previously controlled by the Islamic State, provincial 
authorities say.   Vaccinations were held up for 18 months.  

 

NCDs 

Book – Moral Jeopardy 
Risks of Accepting Money from the Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Gambling Industries 

P J Adams; http://www.cambridge.org/au/academic/subjects/medicine/mental-health-psychiatry-

and-clinical-psychology/moral-jeopardy-risks-accepting-money-alcohol-tobacco-and-gambling-

industries?format=HB  

“Tobacco, alcohol and gambling corporations have been highly effective in stalling, diverting and 
blocking public health measures. This book provides an original and engaging exposé of the ethical 
issues faced by people and organizations when they accept industry money in ways that facilitate 
corporate influence with the public and with policy makers. It starts with a detailed examination of 
the risks of accepting such profits and what might be done to reduce them, then moves on to 
introduce the concept of a continuum of 'moral jeopardy' which shifts the emphasis from accept/not 
accept binaries to a focus on the extent to which people are willing to accept funding. This shift 

http://gh.bmj.com/content/1/2/e000038
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/15/world/venezuela-malaria-mines.html?hp&action=click&pgtype=Homepage&clickSource=story-heading&module=first-column-region&region=top-news&WT.nav=top-news&_r=1&mtrref=www.nytimes.com&gwh=EE62007C93797503555F6D47BD816AAC&gwt=pay
http://www.voanews.com/a/afghanistan-police-vaccine-drive-islamic-state-retreat/3465389.html
http://www.voanews.com/a/afghanistan-police-vaccine-drive-islamic-state-retreat/3465389.html
http://www.voanews.com/a/afghanistan-police-vaccine-drive-islamic-state-retreat/3465389.html
http://www.cambridge.org/au/academic/subjects/medicine/mental-health-psychiatry-and-clinical-psychology/moral-jeopardy-risks-accepting-money-alcohol-tobacco-and-gambling-industries?format=HB
http://www.cambridge.org/au/academic/subjects/medicine/mental-health-psychiatry-and-clinical-psychology/moral-jeopardy-risks-accepting-money-alcohol-tobacco-and-gambling-industries?format=HB
http://www.cambridge.org/au/academic/subjects/medicine/mental-health-psychiatry-and-clinical-psychology/moral-jeopardy-risks-accepting-money-alcohol-tobacco-and-gambling-industries?format=HB
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encourages people to think and speak more about the risks and to develop clearer positions for 
themselves….” 

Meanwhile, even in the UK, the industry is still “receiving all the wrong signals” (with a very diluted 
child obesity plan), admits even the FT: A plan that fails to tackle UK childhood obesity. So how 
would that work out in LMICs, then?  

Sexual & Reproductive / maternal, neonatal & child 
health 

Reproductive Health Matters (new issue) - Violence: a barrier 
to sexual and reproductive health and rights 

http://www.rhm-elsevier.com/inpress  

Do read for example Gender-based violence: a barrier to sexual and reproductive health and rights 

(by S Heidari et al)  

“The extent of violence against women and girls across the world is alarming and is increasingly 
recognised not only as a grave human rights violation, but also as a public health problem that 
affects the lives and physical and mental health of millions of women and girls globally. Rooted in 
gender inequality, violence against women and girls constitutes a major barrier to their sexual and 
reproductive health and rights.” 

Access to medicines 

Wipo magazine - Making Quality Medicines Affordable: An 
Interview with CIPLA 

http://www.wipo.int/wipo_magazine/en/2016/04/article_0001.html  

“India’s CIPLA is a global pharmaceutical company and a champion of affordable medicines. As the 
first generic producer of antiretroviral products, it has played a pivotal role in expanding access to 
HIV/AIDS therapies in the past two decades. The company’s CEO, Subhanu Saxena, discusses how 
CIPLA innovates and uses intellectual property (IP) to help improve access to medicines 
worldwide.” 

https://www.ft.com/content/26827090-6540-11e6-8310-ecf0bddad227
http://www.rhm-elsevier.com/inpress
http://www.rhm-elsevier.com/article/S0968-8080(16)30024-6/fulltext
http://www.wipo.int/wipo_magazine/en/2016/04/article_0001.html
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Human resources for health 

HRH (Editorial) - Investing in human resources for health: 
beyond health outcomes 

G Cornetto & J Campbell; https://human-resources-

health.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12960-016-0147-2  

“Human resources for health are necessary to the delivery of health services; only by securing a 
sufficient, equitably distributed, adequately supported and well-performing health workforce can any 
health goals and targets set by national governments or the international community be met. In spite 
of the recognition of this central role in attaining health outcomes, investments in human resources 
for health have been and still are constrained by the perception that the health economy (and the 
health workers within it) is a consumptive sector, whose costs governments should strive to contain, 
rather than a contributor to socio-economic development in its own right. This thematic series 
sought to examine and broaden the evidence on the contribution of investment in human 
resources for health to broader development outcomes in other sectors, including synergies with 
education, finance, employment, gender empowerment and peace building….” 

In other HRH “news”, Development Finance reports: Migration of medical experts costs African 
health system billions   “Healthcare professionals are leaving Africa for better paid work abroad, 
creating an unreliable industry of short-term aid on the continent that could be costing its education 
and healthcare sectors up to US$3 billion, according to senior Kenyan and World Bank officials. “The 
number of qualified doctors moving abroad to work has been high over the years,” said Fred 
Matiangi, Kenyan cabinet secretary for education. “Nine sub-Saharan African countries have ended 
up losing US$2 billion as clinicians seek work in more prosperous nations,” he said, adding that 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, Nigeria, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe have 
suffered the worst losses from the departure of trained medical experts. Speaking at last week’s 6th 
Annual Medical Education Partnership Symposium in Nairobi, Matiangi’s remarks raise concerns 
last reported in 2011 that countries such as the US, UK, Australia, and Canada could be benefiting 
from the recruitment of African doctors while Africa’s healthcare system languishes. His estimations 
also call into question the effectiveness of the code of practice adopted by the World Health 
Organisation in 2010 to reduce the impact of international recruitment of healthcare workers in 
developing countries….” 

Miscellaneous 

Open Democracy – In the fight for our genes, could we lose 
what makes us human? 

Z Bhorat; https://www.opendemocracy.net/transformation/ziyaad-bhorat/in-fight-for-our-genes-

could-we-lose-what-makes-us-human  

https://human-resources-health.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12960-016-0147-2
https://human-resources-health.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12960-016-0147-2
https://www.devfinance.net/migration-medical-experts-costs-african-health-system-billions/
https://www.devfinance.net/migration-medical-experts-costs-african-health-system-billions/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/transformation/ziyaad-bhorat/in-fight-for-our-genes-could-we-lose-what-makes-us-human
https://www.opendemocracy.net/transformation/ziyaad-bhorat/in-fight-for-our-genes-could-we-lose-what-makes-us-human
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“There’s more to human beings than biology and physiology—and it shouldn’t be for sale.” It’s not 
often that the likes of Nietzsche & Kierkegaard pop up in this newsletter, but here you go! 

Lancet (Editorial) – Health-care crisis in Turkey: urgent 
actions needed 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(16)31414-3/fulltext  

“The health-care crisis and allegations of pervasive grave human rights violations provoked by 
Turkish security forces in southeastern Turkey over the past year is documented extensively in a new 
report released by Physicians for Human Rights (PHR) on Aug 9…” The Lancet’s stance. 

JAMA (Viewpoint) – Will Precision Medicine Improve 
Population Health? 

M Khoury et al ; http://jama.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=2545942  

With arguments pro and con. 

IP-Watch - Switzerland Stars, China In Top 25, Innovation 
Rating Finds 

http://www.ip-watch.org/2016/08/15/switzerland-stars-china-makes-it-to-top-25-but-global-divide-

remains-innovation-rating-finds/  

For the innovators among you. What country would you like to live in?  

Guardian - Africa droughts prompt calls to start pumping 
untapped groundwater 

https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/2016/aug/18/africa-drought-untapped-

groundwater-aquifers-water-stress-ngo-partnership-ethiopia?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-

gdndevelopment  

“As drought sweeps many countries in Africa, an initiative led by water NGOs supports the use of 
underground aquifers. But the idea is controversial.” 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(16)31414-3/fulltext
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=2545942
http://www.ip-watch.org/2016/08/15/switzerland-stars-china-makes-it-to-top-25-but-global-divide-remains-innovation-rating-finds/
http://www.ip-watch.org/2016/08/15/switzerland-stars-china-makes-it-to-top-25-but-global-divide-remains-innovation-rating-finds/
https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/2016/aug/18/africa-drought-untapped-groundwater-aquifers-water-stress-ngo-partnership-ethiopia?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment
https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/2016/aug/18/africa-drought-untapped-groundwater-aquifers-water-stress-ngo-partnership-ethiopia?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment
https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/2016/aug/18/africa-drought-untapped-groundwater-aquifers-water-stress-ngo-partnership-ethiopia?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment
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Policy Options - Linking academic research with the public 
and policy-makers 

K O’Grady et al; http://policyoptions.irpp.org/magazines/august-2016/linking-academic-research-

with-the-public-and-policy-makers/  

Interesting article. “It’s time for a global movement that pushes academic research beyond journal 
paywalls so it makes a difference in the world.”  They give some suggestions, among others 
mediators and editorial services for academics to help bridge the gap between scholars and 
mainstream media  (like EvidenceNetwork.ca’s Op-Ed model, The Conversation, Project Syndicate …)  

Experts underscore need to tackle rising global problem of 
stem cell medical tourism 

http://www.news-medical.net/news/20160811/Experts-underscore-need-to-tackle-rising-global-

problem-of-stem-cell-medical-tourism.aspx  

“Researchers say "stem cell medical tourism" is becoming a global problem - preying on desperate 
patients with incurable diseases”. 

Scidev. Net - Institutional bias deters interdisciplinary 
research 

http://www.scidev.net/global/sdgs/scidev-net-at-large/institutional-bias-interdisciplinary-

research.html  

“Interdisciplinarity is in vogue right now. From policymakers and funders to anthropologists and 
biologists — everyone seems united in the view that interdisciplinary research will guide the search 
for solutions to the ‘grand problems’ of our time. Yet despite agreement about the virtues of greater 
collaboration between different disciplines at the EuroScience Open Forum in Manchester, United 
Kingdom, last week, the consensus that interdisciplinary research is hard to get off the ground was 
just as prevalent….” 

Research  

South Centre – South Bulletin (August issue): Facing up to the 
world’s critical health crises 

http://www.southcentre.int/south-bulletin-92-4-august-2016/ 

http://policyoptions.irpp.org/magazines/august-2016/linking-academic-research-with-the-public-and-policy-makers/
http://policyoptions.irpp.org/magazines/august-2016/linking-academic-research-with-the-public-and-policy-makers/
http://www.news-medical.net/news/20160811/Experts-underscore-need-to-tackle-rising-global-problem-of-stem-cell-medical-tourism.aspx
http://www.news-medical.net/news/20160811/Experts-underscore-need-to-tackle-rising-global-problem-of-stem-cell-medical-tourism.aspx
http://www.scidev.net/global/sdgs/scidev-net-at-large/institutional-bias-interdisciplinary-research.html
http://www.scidev.net/global/sdgs/scidev-net-at-large/institutional-bias-interdisciplinary-research.html
http://www.southcentre.int/south-bulletin-92-4-august-2016/
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“The world is facing multiple crises in public  health, from how to cope with new and old epidemics 
and the explosive cost of new medicines, to the threats from antimicrobial resistance.  These issues 
were discussed at the WHO’s World Health Assembly held in Geneva. This issue of South Bulletin 
focuses on the WHA and health issues. We also highlight, in three articles, the increasingly “hot 
topic” of taxation, especially international discussion and action on tax evasion, tax avoidance and 
tax havens.  Such increased concerns are a good trend, but developing countries need to have a say 
in decisions on global cooperation on tax issues.” 

American journal of public health - Evaluation of the 
Evidence Base for the Alcohol Industry's Actions to Reduce 
Drink Driving Globally. 

Esser MB et al; http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26890181 

The authors systematically analyzed the content of 266 global initiatives that the alcohol industry 
has categorized as actions to reduce drink driving. 

The South-African Medical journal – Ending preventable 
child deaths in South Africa: What role can ward-based 
outreach teams play? 

T Doherty, D Sanders et al; 
http://www.samj.org.za/index.php/samj/article/view/10790#.V7NCf4i7wHo.twitter  

“…  South-Africa embarked on a strategy to re-engineer the primary healthcare system in 2011, 
which included the creation of ward-based outreach teams consisting of community health workers 
(CHWs). In this article we argue that the proposed ratio of CHWs to population is too low for 
public health impact and that the role and scope of CHWs should be extended beyond giving of 
health information to include assessment and treatment of childhood illnesses (particularly 
diarrhoea and suspected pneumonia). Evidence and experience amply demonstrate that CHWs in 
sufficient density can have a rapid and positive impact on neonatal and young child mortality, 
especially when they are allowed to treat common acute conditions. SA’s mediocre performance in 
child survival could be dramatically improved if there were more CHWs who were allowed to do 
more.” 

Book – Researching Corporations and Global Health 
Governance: An Interdisciplinary Guide 

Edited by Kelley Lee et al; http://www.rowmaninternational.com/books/researching-corporations-

and-global-health-governance  

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26890181
http://www.samj.org.za/index.php/samj/article/view/10790#.V7NCf4i7wHo.twitter
http://www.rowmaninternational.com/books/researching-corporations-and-global-health-governance
http://www.rowmaninternational.com/books/researching-corporations-and-global-health-governance
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“A practical guide on how to conduct research on the impact of corporations on global health and 
global health governance, which draws on the theoretical and methodological insights of a range of 
scholarly disciplines.” 

Health Research Policy & Systems - Understanding 
collaboration in a multi-national research capacity-building 
partnership: a qualitative study 

D Varshney et al; https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-016-
0132-1  

“Research capacity building and its impact on policy and international research partnership is 
increasingly seen as important. High income and low- and middle-income countries frequently 
engage in research collaborations. These can have a positive impact on research capacity building, 
provided such partnerships are long-term collaborations with a unified aim, but they can also have 
challenges. What are these challenges, which often result in a short term/ non viable collaboration? 
Does such collaboration results in capacity building? What are the requirements to make any 
collaboration sustainable? This study aimed to answer these and other research questions through 
examining an international collaboration in one multi-country research capacity building project 
ARCADE RSDH (Asian Regional Capacity Development for Research on Social Determinants of 
Health).” 

https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-016-0132-1
https://health-policy-systems.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12961-016-0132-1

