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IHP news   :    UHC 2030 Fest in Geneva 

( 24 June 2016)     

The weekly International Health Policies (IHP) newsletter is an initiative of the Health Policy unit at the 
Institute of Tropical Medicine in Antwerp, Belgium.  

Dear colleagues, 

While I was trying to spot robust and resilient national football teams at Euro 2016 (and no, the 
Belgian team is not yet one of them!), IHP+ held its 7th steering committee meeting in Geneva, on 
June 21st. A 2-day UHC 2030 Multi-stakeholder Consultation Meeting followed the SC meeting.  

Plenty of stakeholders were indeed there; some other significant global health stakeholders had their 
‘scouts’ (or as they like to be called, ‘representatives’) present at the event to find out just how 
‘robust & resilient’ this new  Partnership/Alliance to Strengthen Health Systems could become in the 
future. Will UHC2030 (or rather, as it seems to be called now, ‘International Health Partnership for 
UHC 2030’ (‘IHP for UHC2030’)) be “fit for SDG 3”? Will Tim “If I’m not resilient, then who is?” Evans, 
the (classy and somewhat robust) Agnes Soucat, Simon Wright and other key proponents of this new 
platform lead UHC2030 to a bright future and the world to UHC, as well as robust and resilient health 
systems? We sure hope so. As Agnes Soucat said on Day 1 of the consultation, this is the ‘First day of 
the rest of our lives’.  

As a start to a brave new UHC era, the ‘cocktail seminar’  on the 22nd , themed  “What is next? G7 
Ise-Shima Vision for Global Health”  and hosted by Japan,  must have been a whole lot of fun in Hotel 
Intercontinental. From what we heard (or rather imagined), the debate was robust, the speakers 
responsive and the cocktail dresses resilient. Still, a perfectly hosted cocktail seminar can only be a 
start. You might recall some (cheesy & less cheesy) UHC songs from the recent past, but I think the 
UHC movement needs a real ‘anthem’ that we can all be proud of. I sure would enjoy Julio Frenk 
singing a UHC song like the Italian football players take on the nation’s anthem- wholeheartedly (or 
in some cases, borderline psychopathically).  

For a global UHC movement to really kick off, it will also need a ‘sign’, a bit like Jennifer Lawrence in 
the Hunger Games, to fire up the crowds, and overcome all opposition to UHC from the Trumps and 
Johnsons of this world.  

With a bit of imagination, you could even consider for every key UHC proponent/face a special 
‘move’, like football players display when they score a stunning goal.  Think Christiano Ronaldo when 
he celebrates one of his many goals. Rob Yates would be our favourite for the CR7 move, whenever 
he hammers a UHC message home (which happens quite often, as you know) but Rob should be 
careful not to tear his knee ligaments while doing so, or he might  need right away his (PUBLIC!) 
health insurance. Agnes Soucat, Maryam Bigdeli and many others should also have their ‘signature 
moves’ on UHC stages around the world, to fend off stiff global health competition from the likes of 
Gates, GF and other GAVI's.  

http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/en/news-videos/article/steering-committee-meeting-21-june-334847/
http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/en/news-videos/article/uhc-2030-multi-stakeholder-consultation-meeting-22-23-june-334849/
https://www.buzzfeed.com/robinedds/the-greatest-goal-celebrations-in-football-history?utm_term=.td9N8dEkL0#.nt7n407zpO
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PJVpVOcUYR4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PJVpVOcUYR4
http://blogs.savethechildren.org.uk/2016/06/is-gavi-doing-enough-to-support-national-health-systems/
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In this week’s IHP Featured article, Remco van de Pas comes back on a Dialogue on international 
health workforce mobility in Abidjan, Ivory Coast. 

Enjoy your reading. 

The editorial team 

Featured Article 

Dialogue on international health workforce mobility in 
Abidjan: why health labour markets are important for 
foreign policy 

Remco van de Pas (ITM) 

Last week, I was in Abidjan, the ‘economic’ capital of the Ivory Coast. I was invited by the WHO to 
facilitate a dialogue on international health workforce mobility during an inter-sectoral consultation 
of policymakers and partners in Francophone countries.  This consultation feeds into a UN High Level 
Commission on Health Employment and Economic Growth (UN HEEG). This commission, co-chaired 
by the Presidents of France and South –Africa, was initiated by a UN General Assembly resolution on 
global health and foreign policy in 2015, within the context of the need to address the issue of 
human resources towards robust and adaptive health systems and strengthening global health 
security. The Commission is charged with ‘proposing actions to guide the creation of health and 
social sector jobs as a means to advance inclusive economic growth, paying specific consideration to 
the needs of low and middle income countries’.  The Commission will present multi-sectoral 
responses to ensure that investments in health employment generate benefits across the SDGs. An 
Ad Hoc secretariat managed by WHO, OECD and ILO provides the support for the commission. A final 
report will be presented to the UN General Assembly in September 2016. This is the first time that 
the global health workforce challenge is being discussed at this international political level.   

That said, I have in the past expressed my concerns about a narrow labour market approach to 
health workforce development, hence the irony in my active involvement in the meetings and input 
to the commission over the last weeks.  

The meeting in Abidjan focused on 5 themes: financing and budget space; economic impact; 
international mobility; institutional reform and governance; and investments in education. The 
governments present (from Africa, Europe and Haiti) included representatives from ministries of 
Health and Social affairs.  Unfortunately, as is so often the case in international public health 
meetings, there weren’t that many finance persons or ministries present. When discussing public 
budgets and economic policies, they would have come in handy, to say the least. Each country had 
to provide a position and policy recommendations on the 5 themes during the consultation.  

In the remainder of this blog, I will focus on the international mobility of health workers – a theme 
which led to intense discussion among the participants.  Firstly, all present agreed that the migration 
of health personnel is directly related to domestic mobility of health workers. If governments enable 
decent employment and living standards for health workers in rural areas, this reduces the ‘push’ for 

http://who.int/hrh/com-heeg/consultation_intersectorielle/fr/
http://who.int/hrh/com-heeg/consultation_intersectorielle/fr/
http://who.int/hrh/com-heeg/en/
http://who.int/hrh/com-heeg/en/
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/183
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/183
http://www.internationalhealthpolicies.org/health-workforce-2030-a-transformative-agenda/
http://who.int/workforcealliance/media/news/2016/hwf_wha16/en/
http://who.int/hrh/com-heeg/hrh_heeg_call2ndround/en/


 

3 
 

personnel to move to the country capital or migrate abroad.  Secondly, many had difficulties with 
the term ‘control’ (‘maîtrise’) of health workforce migration. The mobility of skilled health workers 
to “greener pastures” (usually high-income countries) is seen as a right to the development and 
transfer of skills, as well as a source of remittances to the home country, contributing to economic 
growth. Yet, there are also repercussions on the health workforce of the often low-resource settings 
of source countries. In an attempt to address these issues, the ‘Global Code of practice on the 
international recruitment of health personnel’ was negotiated in  2010. Participants recognized its 
importance, but it was not used as a relevant policy tool in HRH governance by most. At a time with 
the largest refugee streams globally since World War II, ‘controlling’ migration has become a 
sensitive topic.     

The consultation led to three key messages on international health workforce mobility. First, 
mobilize the diaspora via agreements between sending and receiving countries, including financial 
resource transfers to fund health systems in countries of origin;  Second, to strengthen cooperation 
with countries benefiting from the migration of health  personnel via investments, such as in 
education and health equipment. Lastly, there was a call to work towards the international 
standardization (and recognition) of qualifications and diplomas at the regional level, e.g. in the 
Economic Community of West African States.   

The consultation was successful in eliciting some key policy recommendations and identifying 
obstacles (also for the other themes) that will find (some) reflection in the final report of the UN-
HEEG commission. The consultation would have been richer if also non-governmental entities like 
NGOs, academia, labour unions, private sector and other stakeholders would have had the 
opportunity to participate. Also, organizing an exclusive Francophone consultation seems outdated 
and disconnected from 21st century reality.  With modern technology for (simultaneous) translation, 
it should be possible to organize wider regional consultations, for example a regional pan-African 
consultation on the topic, especially with the South-African head of state being one of the co-chairs. 
Lastly, there is increasing recognition that health employment is a key sector for economic growth. 
However, what kind of ‘inclusive economic growth’ actually benefits public health urgently requires 
political analysis and debate by researchers and policymakers.   

From a diplomacy perspective it is also interesting to note that in 2016 both in France and in South-
Africa  there have been serious societal tensions on labour law and educational reforms. How do 
these countries relate their domestic challenges with this foreign policy initiative? In essence it 
requires us to approach global health workforce development not only from a public health 
perspective but also from a political economy and foreign policy angle, including the relation 
between workforce development and security interests.   

The adoption of the global HRH strategy: workforce 2030 during the recent 69th World Health 
Assembly, in combination with the UN-HEEG commission provides the global momentum to commit 
to the financing of health workforce development at national and international levels. The IMF 
acknowledges that an alternative to the neoliberal politics is necessary to secure public goods and 
services. Scholars have provided the evidence that there is a considerable fiscal multiplier of social 
sector employment.  There are already proposals for financial mechanisms to redress inequalities in 
the global health labour market. The final report of the UN-HEEG at the UNGA in September 2016 
will lead to further debate on how to translate this into (international) policies.  One can count on 
IHP to critically analyze this process and to be engaged in the next steps.   

 

 

http://www.who.int/hrh/migration/code/WHO_global_code_of_practice_EN.pdf
http://www.who.int/hrh/migration/code/WHO_global_code_of_practice_EN.pdf
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/jun/20/one-in-every-113-people-uprooted-war-persecution-says-un-refugee-agency
http://www.ecowas.int/
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/clare-bambra/zero-hours-contracts_b_7200678.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/clare-bambra/zero-hours-contracts_b_7200678.html
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/jun/04/observer-france-labour-unrest
http://www.theguardian.com/higher-education-network/2016/mar/03/south-africas-student-protests-have-lessons-for-all-universities
http://www.theguardian.com/higher-education-network/2016/mar/03/south-africas-student-protests-have-lessons-for-all-universities
http://www.scielosp.org/pdf/bwho/v91n11/0042-9686-bwho-91-11-841.pdf
http://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/lancet/PIIS0140-6736(16)30598-0.pdf
http://www.who.int/hrh/resources/16059_Global_strategyWorkforce2030.pdf?ua=1
https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2016/06/pdf/ostry.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2013/may/27/economic-stuckler-money-king-review
http://www.globalhealthaction.net/index.php/gha/article/view/19923
http://www.globalhealthaction.net/index.php/gha/article/view/19923
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Highlights of the week 

IHP+ Steering Committee meeting (21 June, Geneva)  

http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/en/news-videos/ihp-news/article/steering-

committee-meeting-334875/  

The seventh IHP+ Steering Committee meeting took place on 21 June in Geneva.  You find the 
agenda & all presentations & background documents here. Take your time to go through them, it’s 
more than worth it! 

One key decision was that the Steering Committee agreed to change the name of IHP+ to 'IHP for 
UHC 2030'  (or International Health Partnership for UHC 2030) (Simon Wright didn’t enjoy that too 
much – see some his tweets : “I've been banging on about the name because it matters. #UHC2030 is 
for a new era of DRM, SDGs, UHC. @IHP_plus should only be one function.”   “The @IHP_plus board 
changed name from #UHC2030 to "IHP for UHC2030". A reluctance to give up donor-recipient 
relationship?” 

IHP for UHC 2030 multi-stakeholder meeting  (22-23 June, 
Geneva) 

http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/en/news-videos/article/uhc-2030-multi-

stakeholder-consultation-meeting-22-23-june-334849/  

The aim of this multi-stakeholder consultation meeting, as laid out before the event: “Following 
unanimous agreement for transformation by all IHP+ partners, a broad range of stakeholders are 
gathering for a two-day consultation meeting. Over 100 representatives from low- and middle-
income country governments, development partners and civil society organizations will converge to 
explore key issues. The two-day consultation process is a critical stage in transforming IHP+ and will 
explore the strategic direction and scope of work of UHC 2030. Stakeholders will discuss UHC 2030’s 
role in advocacy both globally and locally, and how it can be a broker for sharing experience, lessons 
learnt and good practice in effective development cooperation, health systems strengthening and 
making progress towards UHC. “  A huge part of ‘the UHC family’ thus got together (with a few 
notable exceptions who couldn’t make it this time, like Robert Marten & Rob Yates). 

The first day was more political/strategical, perhaps, the second day focused more on the UHC tech. 

On the website, you find some background info & papers – again: go through them!  

Final agenda 
List of participants 
Note for the engagement of civil society in UHC 2030 
Revised UHC 2030 concept note: June 2016  
 

http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/en/news-videos/ihp-news/article/steering-committee-meeting-334875/
http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/en/news-videos/ihp-news/article/steering-committee-meeting-334875/
http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/en/news-videos/article/uhc-2030-multi-stakeholder-consultation-meeting-22-23-june-334849/
http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/en/news-videos/article/uhc-2030-multi-stakeholder-consultation-meeting-22-23-june-334849/
http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/fileadmin/uploads/ihp/Documents/About_IHP_/mgt_arrangemts___docs/UHC_Alliance/UHC_2030_Consultation_Agenda_EN_FINAL.doc
http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/fileadmin/uploads/ihp/Documents/About_IHP_/mgt_arrangemts___docs/UHC_Alliance/List_of_participants_270616.docx
http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/fileadmin/uploads/ihp/Documents/About_IHP_/mgt_arrangemts___docs/UHC_Alliance/Note_CS_engagement_1205.pdf
http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/fileadmin/uploads/ihp/Documents/About_IHP_/mgt_arrangemts___docs/UHC_Alliance/UHC_2030_Concept_Note_17_June_2016.pdf
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UHC2030 Consultation meeting  (with all presentations from the two days) 

http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/en/news-videos/article/uhc2030-consultation-

meeting-334948/  

Do check out the presentations!!! Many (if not all) are well worth it. 

 You can also re-watch the entire two days  (sadly, nothing about the ‘cocktail seminar’, as far as I 
can tell ). See here.   Many have also tweeted about the event, including Remco van de Pas, Lara 
Brearley, Simon Wright, …   Check out hashtag #UHC2030 for all the action.  

From Day 1, we want to specifically draw your attention to the  
Report on IHP+ Steering Committee decisions from 21 June by Amir Hagos, State Minister of 
Health, FMoH, Ethiopia; the official aim now of ‘IHP for UHC2030’ (or whatever it’s called now): “A 
movement for accelerated, equitable and sustainable progress towards UHC as well as the other 
health targets in the SDGs, including global security & equity.”; Report from Ise Shima G7 
Summit by Ambassador Koichi Aiboshi, Asst. Vice Minister for Global Issues, MOFA Japan; The 
political economy of UHC and leaving no one behind by Jesse Bump, Lecturer, Harvard University  
(make sure to check out the ‘BUMP (political economy) version of the UHC cube! ); Health Data 
Collaborative: data for health and sustainable development by Ties Boerma, Director, WHO;  
Role for IHP for UHC 2030 by Agnes Soucat, Director of Health Systems, Governance and Financing, 
WHO  (which includes the FIT #WHO strategy for #HSS - FIT for country context, that is). 

But do also have a look at presentations from Day 2 (even if they were more technical). 
 
 
 
 
PS: I watched a bit of it online on Day 1 (sadly, not nearly enough due to other commitments), but 
from a distance it definitely looked like a very nice (and well moderated & facilitated) event. For what 
it’s worth, some of the things, tweets & quotes that struck my attention (from the (parts) of sessions I 
watched). As mentioned, do check out the hashtag  #UHC2030 for a more comprehensive overview:   
 
Japan clearly supports UHC 2030; & tweet Heiko Warnken: Germany to hold #G20 presidency next 
year, an opportunity to bring #UHC2030 to the forefront and keep the political momentum. 
 
 
V Tangcharoensathien #Thailand keynote speech #UHC2030. "We no longer need to advocate. It's 
time to implement UHC." 
 
Agnes Soucat (WHO), who put UHC 2030 in context, stressed the ‘shared values’ & vision of the UHC 
family; i.e. to “leave no one behind”, but also that we live in challenging times. New social contracts 
are needed (both nationally and globally – see also Jesse Bump on the latter – with a very nice 
lecture on political economy with comparison of the technical and the "bump" version of the #UHC 
cube) ), and according to Agnes and many others, the health community has a part to play in building 
the social contract for UHC & Agenda 2030. Agnes called it even ‘the First day of the rest of our 
lives’. She stressed that Ebola was the global health community’s 9/11    (which clearly begs the 
question then who might be global health’s UHC’s “You’re either with us or against us” George 
Bush!). 
 

http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/en/news-videos/article/uhc2030-consultation-meeting-334948/
http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/en/news-videos/article/uhc2030-consultation-meeting-334948/
http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/en/about-ihp/transforming-ihp/
https://twitter.com/search?src=typd&q=%23uhc2030
http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/fileadmin/uploads/ihp/Documents/About_IHP_/mgt_arrangemts___docs/UHC_Alliance/Consultation_Day_one_presentations/UHC2030Session1_IHP_SC_PPT_June22.pptx
http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/fileadmin/uploads/ihp/Documents/About_IHP_/mgt_arrangemts___docs/UHC_Alliance/Consultation_Day_one_presentations/UHC2030Session1_IHP_SC_PPT_June22.pptx
http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/fileadmin/uploads/ihp/Documents/About_IHP_/mgt_arrangemts___docs/UHC_Alliance/Consultation_Day_one_presentations/Rev_MOFA_Presentation__June222016_UHC2030_.pdf
http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/fileadmin/uploads/ihp/Documents/About_IHP_/mgt_arrangemts___docs/UHC_Alliance/Consultation_Day_one_presentations/Rev_MOFA_Presentation__June222016_UHC2030_.pdf
http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/fileadmin/uploads/ihp/Documents/About_IHP_/mgt_arrangemts___docs/UHC_Alliance/Consultation_Day_one_presentations/1._UHC_2030_Bump_Slides.pdf
http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/fileadmin/uploads/ihp/Documents/About_IHP_/mgt_arrangemts___docs/UHC_Alliance/Consultation_Day_one_presentations/1._UHC_2030_Bump_Slides.pdf
http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/fileadmin/uploads/ihp/Documents/About_IHP_/mgt_arrangemts___docs/UHC_Alliance/Consultation_Day_one_presentations/2._Data_and_accountability_in_UHC_2030_movement.pptx
http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/fileadmin/uploads/ihp/Documents/About_IHP_/mgt_arrangemts___docs/UHC_Alliance/Consultation_Day_one_presentations/2._Data_and_accountability_in_UHC_2030_movement.pptx
http://www.internationalhealthpartnership.net/fileadmin/uploads/ihp/Documents/About_IHP_/mgt_arrangemts___docs/UHC_Alliance/Consultation_Day_one_presentations/1._SESSION_5_-_HSS_UHC_FIT_-_UHC_2030_-_AGNES_SOUCAT_PRESENTATION.pptx
https://twitter.com/search?src=typd&q=%23uhc2030
https://twitter.com/hashtag/G20?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/UHC2030?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Thailand?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/UHC2030?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/UHC?src=hash
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“transformation of #healthsystems is a universal agenda - aging, new tech, responsiveness - matter 
4 Germany & LMICs” 
 
@asoucat #uhc2030 #uhc to include health for all as shared human Rights value; #uhc to become a 
social contract for health 
 
Accountability was a key theme throughout the first day. 
 
Real involvement/role civil society is necessary  (rather than token involvement); there are many 
models though.  
 
Tim Evans (WB) linked many other agendas to UHC (like AMR, yellow fever – he called the DRC 
outbreak a ‘Failure of UHC in neighbouring country’ (and not a LIC one, he noted)’  ).  
He also noted an unprecedented political opportunity  (for example, with the UHCs in SDGs) 
(“political will”) as well as a way of measuring it. He asked the pertinent question for UHC 2030: 
“What can we do together that we can’t do on our own?” and gave some answers: ° build on IHP+ 
(and understand strengths & weaknesses); ° HSS: work together on this – important challenges (4 
T’s): topics, tools, do we need to focus on technicians? (country level capacity for systems level – 
bottleneck); transparency; Tim also noted the Three C’s: Climate, crises & conflict   (he forgot 
Capitalism). He noted that Development assistance for health is not just an IHP+ agenda; but that 
there’s also a need to examine the financing strategy that lies behind DAH  (needs to link to domestic 
resource mobilization agenda)  (‘smart, scaled & sustainable financing’)’ 
 
“@asoucat presents #WHO strategy for #HSS FIT for country context. Interesting food for thought 
on role of aid for #SDGs and maximise impact.” 
 
.@asoucat lays out "FIT" approach to health systems strengthening in the wake of Ebola outbreak. 
#UHC2030 @IHP_plus 
 
“Universal Health Assurance includes social determinants”. (see tweet Stefan Petterson) 

 

Well, there’s clearly a lot more to say about these two days, but this gives you an idea. Do go through 
the documents, I’d say (and re-watch the event this weekend, if you can – that is, if Euro 2016 doesn’t 
require your full attention!) 

GAVI Board 

Gavi Board makes decisions on malaria vaccine pilots, health systems, and supply 

and procurement strategy 

http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/2016/gavi-board-makes-decisions-on-malaria-
vaccine-pilots-health-systems-and-supply-and-procurement-strategy/  

“At her first Board meeting, Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala calls on funders to match Gavi’s proposed 
malaria vaccine pilot commitment….”  “…The Gavi Board also approved two critical elements of 
Gavi’s approach towards delivering on the Vaccine Alliance’s 2016 to 2020 strategy: the Supply & 
Procurement strategy; and second, the Board approved a new framework for Gavi’s financial support 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/healthsystems?src=hash
https://twitter.com/asoucat
https://twitter.com/hashtag/uhc2030?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/uhc?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/uhc?src=hash
https://twitter.com/asoucat
https://twitter.com/hashtag/WHO?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/HSS?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/SDGs?src=hash
https://twitter.com/asoucat
https://twitter.com/hashtag/UHC2030?src=hash
https://twitter.com/IHP_plus
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/2016/gavi-board-makes-decisions-on-malaria-vaccine-pilots-health-systems-and-supply-and-procurement-strategy/
http://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/2016/gavi-board-makes-decisions-on-malaria-vaccine-pilots-health-systems-and-supply-and-procurement-strategy/
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for countries. The Health System and Immunisation Strengthening Support framework will ensure 
that Gavi’s investments are more aligned and targeted to help countries reach children who are 
currently missing out on essential vaccines….” 

Save the Children (blog ) – Is GAVI doing enough to support national health 

systems? 

K Mathieson; http://blogs.savethechildren.org.uk/2016/06/is-gavi-doing-enough-to-support-

national-health-systems/  

K Mathieson is clearly less convinced. “Gavi’s success must be judged on its effects on health 
systems, as well as vaccines delivered”, Mathieson argues. 

“…We need to make sure that global health funds, such as Gavi are not undermining progress in 
other areas of the health system, but rather helping to improve those systems. Based on the latest 
Gavi Board decisions this doesn’t seem the case. Last December we argued for stronger indicators 
that would measure delivery of Gavi’s 2016–20 strategy including their health systems support. It’s 
disappointing that the indicators approved by the Board failed to include an explicit health systems 
indicator, or a way to check that increased government funding of immunisation isn’t merely money 
being shifted away from other primary care services. The proposed ‘Health system and 
immunisation strengthening support’ (HSIS) framework goes to the Gavi Board this week for 
decision. We do not believe that it goes far enough in demonstrating support for strengthening 
health systems and at worse this could be seen to be a rebranding exercise rather than meaningful 
change. The new framework continues to include many elements that are not actually health system 
strengthening (HSS). Moreover, proposed funding appears insufficient to truly deliver on the ambition 
of the new strategy….” 

2nd meeting of the WHO Global Coordination mechanism on 
NCDs working groups  (Geneva) 

http://who.int/global-coordination-mechanism/working-groups/working-group-3-2/en/ 

Geneva was again clearly the place to be this week. The second meetings of the WHO Global 
Coordination Mechanism on NCDs Working Groups on the inclusion of NCDs in other programmatic 
areas , and on the alignment of international cooperation with national plans on NCDs  were held 
at WHO Headquarters on 20-21 and 22-23 June, respectively. 

For the first working group, see here for some background docs. (including agenda, scope & purpose 
of this second meeting, etc) 

For the second, see  here for background docs.  

Given the UHC2030 consultation in Geneva, a bit unfortunate timing. 

http://blogs.savethechildren.org.uk/2016/06/is-gavi-doing-enough-to-support-national-health-systems/
http://blogs.savethechildren.org.uk/2016/06/is-gavi-doing-enough-to-support-national-health-systems/
http://who.int/global-coordination-mechanism/working-groups/working-group-3-2/en/
http://www.who.int/global-coordination-mechanism/working-groups/working-group-3-1/en/
http://www.who.int/global-coordination-mechanism/working-groups/working-group-3-1/en/
http://www.who.int/global-coordination-mechanism/working-groups/working-group-3-2/en/
http://www.who.int/global-coordination-mechanism/working-groups/2nd-wg-jun-2016-documents/en/
http://www.who.int/global-coordination-mechanism/working-groups/2nd-working-group-meeting-june-2016/en/
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Brexit 

The Lancet – Why the UK must remain in the EU 

http://www.thelancet.com/series/europe-vote 

By now you know the result of the Brexit vote. Although I’m sad about how this result will be 
interpreted by the Far Right, and about the old demons that are being awakened all over Europe, I 
believe that neoliberal globalization needed a shock like this, in its very core. Only then 
‘transformative change’ is possible. Whether you like it or not (and I feel sorry for my British 
colleagues, as well as the ones with a double passport), a Brexit qualifies – and I prefer it a hundred 
times over a Trump victory later this year in the US. Still, a 21st century re-run of the 30s is also an 
option, although I don’t believe history repeats itself.  

In spite of the result, some of you might still want to read the Lancet position from last week. 

See Europe: taking back control (19 June) 

 Offline: Why the UK must stay in Europe (Horton, 19 June)  

Lancet Global Health (July issue)   

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current  

Includes an editorial on  The right(s) approach to Zika ; a Comment on Global disparities in HPV 
vaccination  (related to a new study in the Lancet GH) and many other nice reads (many of them 
already published online earlier, though).  

The Hunger Games 

Thomas Pogge; http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s41055-016-0006-

9?wt_mc=Internal.Event.1.SEM.ArticleAuthorOnlineFirst  

New (and recommended) paper from Thomas Pogge. “Governments and their international agencies 
(FAO, World Bank) conceive of the eradication of hunger and poverty as a worthy wish that will 
eventually be realized through economic growth. They also make great cosmetic efforts to present as 
good-looking trend pictures as they can. Citizens ought to insist that the eradication of severe 
deprivations is a human-rights correlative duty that permits no avoidable delay. Academics ought to 
collaborate toward providing a systematic alternative monitoring of what progress has really been 
made against undernourishment and other poverty-related deprivations.”  Do find out what he 
means. 

http://www.thelancet.com/series/europe-vote
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(16)30859-5/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(16)30092-7/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(16)30109-7/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(16)30107-3/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(16)30107-3/fulltext
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s41055-016-0006-9?wt_mc=Internal.Event.1.SEM.ArticleAuthorOnlineFirst
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s41055-016-0006-9?wt_mc=Internal.Event.1.SEM.ArticleAuthorOnlineFirst
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HS Global Strategy consultation (for the next 5 years) 

http://healthsystemsglobal.org/blog/125/Health-Systems-Global-seeks-views-on-its-next-five-

years.html  

“HSG is asking its members and other interested parties to share their views to inform HSG’s 
priorities over the next five years.  HSG’s 2016-2020 Draft Strategic Plan sets out the membership 
network’s strategic objectives and what actions should be taken in pursuit of these. … The HSG 
Strategic Plan 2016-2020 consultation process will run from 17 June until the end of 22 July 2016.”  

International Day for the Elimination of Sexual violence in 
Conflict (19 June) 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54266#.V2uwO_l97IW  

“Marking the first International Day for the Elimination of Sexual Violence in Conflict, United 
Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon [today] said that the era of impunity for sexual violence as a 
tool of war is over, citing a host of landmark rulings against political and military leaders….” 

Yellow Fever 

For the latest WHO yellow fever situation report (23 June), see here.  

Reuters – Congo declares yellow fever epidemic, 1,000 suspected cases 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-congodemocratic-yellowfever-idUSKCN0Z616K  

“Democratic Republic of Congo on Monday declared a yellow fever epidemic in three provinces, 
including the capital Kinshasa, after confirming 67 cases of the disease, with another 1,000 suspected 
cases being monitored.” 

Check out a tweet from Laurie Garrett later this week: “So @WHO wants $122M to fight #Zika + 
$72M to tackle #YellowFever -- both on urgent basis. Amount received from donors = 
Zip/Nada/Rien/Zero”. 

UN News centre – With 18 million doses exhausted, global stockpile of yellow 

fever vaccine running low 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54256#.V2ux5vl97IW  

From 17 June. “The global stockpile of the yellow fever vaccine may not be sufficient if simultaneous 
outbreaks hit the densely populated areas not covered by emergency responses, the United Nations 

http://healthsystemsglobal.org/blog/125/Health-Systems-Global-seeks-views-on-its-next-five-years.html
http://healthsystemsglobal.org/blog/125/Health-Systems-Global-seeks-views-on-its-next-five-years.html
http://www.healthsystemsglobal.org/upload/other/HSG%20Strategic%20Plan%20May%2025%202016.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54266#.V2uwO_l97IW
http://www.un.org/en/events/elimination-of-sexual-violence-in-conflict/background.shtml
http://www.un.org/sg/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/yellow-fever/situation-reports/23-june-2016/en/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-congodemocratic-yellowfever-idUSKCN0Z616K
https://twitter.com/WHO
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Zika?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/YellowFever?src=hash
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54256#.V2ux5vl97IW
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health agency has warned, noting that by mid-June 2016, almost 18 million doses have been 
distributed in Angola, Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), and Uganda this year.” 

WHO statement (17 June) – Lower doses of yellow fever vaccine could be used in 

emergencies 

http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/statements/2016/yellow-fever-vaccine/en/  

“The yellow fever vaccine given as one fifth of the regular dose could be used to control an outbreak 
in case of vaccine shortages. Experts agreed with this proposal at a meeting convened by WHO to 
consider potential shortages in yellow fever vaccine due to the outbreak in Angola and Democratic 
Republic of the Congo. WHO Strategic Advisory Group of Experts (SAGE) on Immunization reviewed 
existing evidence that demonstrates that using a fifth of a standard vaccine dose would still provide 
protection against the disease for at least 12 months and possibly much longer….” 

Meanwhile, “World Health Organization (WHO) said on Thursday that it will launch emergency 
yellow fever vaccination campaigns along the border between Angola and Democratic Republic of 
Congo and in the Congolese capital Kinshasa next month. “ (Reuters) 

Migration & World refugee day (June 20) 

Guardian – Refugee crisis: Médecins Sans Frontières rejects EU funding in protest 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jun/17/refugee-crisis-medecins-sans-frontieres-rejects-

eu-funding-protest?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment  

From late last week. Very justified MSF stance, if you ask me. 

Guardian - One in every 113 people forced to flee, says UN refugee agency 

http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/jun/20/one-in-every-112-people-

uprooted-war-persecution-says-un-refugee-agency  

“A record 65 million men, women and children were forced from their homes by war and persecution 
last year, leaving one in every 113 people a refugee, internally displaced or seeking asylum at the end 
of 2015, according to the UN. The latest annual global trends study from the UN refugee agency, 
the UNHCR, shows that the total number of forcibly displaced people rose sharply last year, 
increasing from 59.5 million in December 2014 to 65.3 million in December 2015….” 

The Lancet Infectious Diseases (Personal View)– Pathogens, prejudice, and 

politics: the role of the global health community in the European refugee crisis 

M Khan, D Heymann et al; http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-

3099(16)30134-7/fulltext  

http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/statements/2016/yellow-fever-vaccine/en/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-congo-angola-yellowfever-idUSKCN0Z90XH
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-congo-angola-yellowfever-idUSKCN0Z90XH
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-congo-angola-yellowfever-idUSKCN0Z90XH
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jun/17/refugee-crisis-medecins-sans-frontieres-rejects-eu-funding-protest?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jun/17/refugee-crisis-medecins-sans-frontieres-rejects-eu-funding-protest?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/jun/20/one-in-every-112-people-uprooted-war-persecution-says-un-refugee-agency
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/jun/20/one-in-every-112-people-uprooted-war-persecution-says-un-refugee-agency
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(16)30134-7/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(16)30134-7/fulltext
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“Involuntary migration is a crucially important global challenge from an economic, social, and public 
health perspective. The number of displaced people reached an unprecedented level in 2015, at a 
total of 60 million worldwide, with more than 1 million crossing into Europe in the past year alone. 
Migrants and refugees are often perceived to carry a higher load of infectious diseases, despite no 
systematic association. We propose three important contributions that the global health 
community can make to help address infectious disease risks and global health inequalities 
worldwide, with a particular focus on the refugee crisis in Europe. First, policy decisions should be 
based on a sound evidence base regarding health risks and burdens to health systems, rather than 
prejudice or unfounded fears. Second, for incoming refugees, we must focus on building inclusive, 
cost-effective health services to promote collective health security. Finally, alongside protracted 
conflicts, widening of health and socioeconomic inequalities between high-income and lower-income 
countries should be acknowledged as major drivers for the global refugee crisis, and fully considered 
in planning long-term solutions.” 

CGD (blog) - Asylum Seekers or Economic Migrants? And How Many Angels Can 

Stand on a Pinhead? 

H Postel & O Barder; http://www.cgdev.org/blog/asylum-seekers-or-economic-migrants-and-how-

many-angels-can-stand-pinhead  

Must-read blog.  “…Migration and asylum policies differentiate people according to their motives 
for moving. The UN High Commission for Refugees has declared that “migrants are fundamentally 
different from refugees”: refugees are forced to move, while migrants do so by choice. This 
distinction in policy, which may reflect public opinion about our obligations to other people under 
international humanitarian law, is unfortunately being tested by claims that many current asylum 
seekers are really economic migrants in disguise. They stand accused of using the language of 
seeking asylum to disguise fundamentally economic motives for movement. However, the policy 
distinction does not stand up to scrutiny. …” 

For a somewhat related blog, see Duncan Green: Why do people flee their homes? The answers may 
surprise you.  

WHO -  The right to health for everyone, no matter where people live or travel 

F Bustreo; http://www.who.int/life-course/news/commentaries/world-refugee-day/en/  

“…As we mark World Refugee Day, let us live up to the commitment to ensure the right to health 
applies equally to every human being, whatever their circumstances. The SDGs commit countries to 
embark on a collective journey that leaves no one behind. No one. The message could not be more 
clear.” 

Lancet (World Report) – Unaccompanied migrant children at risk across Europe 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(16)30891-1/fulltext  

“Refugee and migrant children travelling without their families to Europe face unsafe environments 
and delays in getting health care in their destination country. Sharmila Devi reports.” 

http://www.cgdev.org/blog/asylum-seekers-or-economic-migrants-and-how-many-angels-can-stand-pinhead
http://www.cgdev.org/blog/asylum-seekers-or-economic-migrants-and-how-many-angels-can-stand-pinhead
http://oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/why-do-people-flee-their-homes-the-answers-may-surprise-you/
http://oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/why-do-people-flee-their-homes-the-answers-may-surprise-you/
http://www.who.int/life-course/news/commentaries/world-refugee-day/en/
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(16)30891-1/fulltext
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World Yoga Day 

CFR (blog)– Namaste, World! India Amps Up its Yoga Diplomacy 

A Ayres; http://blogs.cfr.org/asia/2016/06/20/namaste-world-india-amps-up-its-yoga-diplomacy/  

“Tuesday, June 21, marks the second year of “International Day of Yoga,” a UN designation enacted 
in December 2014 through a General Assembly resolution introduced by India. It came about after 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s September 2014 address to the assembly, where he spoke about 
yoga as a potential solution for many of the world’s challenges, including climate change. Since then, 
Modi has continued to reference yoga’s benefits in a variety of speeches, including most recently his 
address to a joint meeting of the United States Congress. While this concern might appear esoteric to 
outsiders, Modi, and the government he leads, is one hundred percent serious about expanding the 
framework in which people around the world think of yoga and its role….” 

We noted that even the UHC 2030 party in Geneva had a yoga-intermezzo for participants! 

Bloomberg – Eighteen Countries Have Partnered with 
Bloomberg Philanthropies’ $100M Data for Health Initiative 

http://www.bloomberg.org/press/releases/eighteen-countries-partnered-bloomberg-

philanthropies-100m-data-health-

initiative/?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=d4h18  

On 21 June, “Bloomberg Philanthropies … announced partnerships with the first 18 countries that 
will receive critical technical assistance and catalytic funding for new tools and systems to help 
nations gather accurate data about the health of their citizens. Launched in partnership  with the 
Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade just over one year ago, Data for Health is a four-
year, $100 million initiative aimed at improving health data in low- and middle-income countries 
spanning Southeast Asia, Sub-Saharan Africa, and Latin America. The first 18 partner countries, 
reaching nearly one billion people, in the Data for Health program include: ….” 

Some other Bloomberg related news - We’re not particularly big fans of Bloomberg, as you might 
have guessed, but this support from the former NY mayor to Johns Hopkins is quite interesting 
(dare we say, innovative  ): Bloomberg gift lures star professors to Johns Hopkins “They came 
from Harvard, Michigan, Columbia and Cornell, everyone an academic superstar. Their research 
crosses disciplines, tackling complex questions about the consequences of environmental regulations 
on the poor, computational methods for analyzing DNA, and statistical measures of the distribution 
of galaxies. Nearly two dozen Bloomberg Distinguished Professors are scattered across the Johns 
Hopkins University campuses in Baltimore and Laurel, looking for fresh scientific perspectives. 
University President Ronald J. Daniels says his theory — and Michael Bloomberg's — is that fostering 
collaboration across Hopkins' campuses could lead to discoveries that wouldn't otherwise be 
possible. "This is precisely where we believe that you can be very impactful in moving your field 
forward and contributing to the resolution of important social issues, economic issues and changing 
perspectives on the world," Daniels said. The scholars arrived over the past 21/2 years thanks to a 
$350 million gift from Bloomberg, the businessman, politician and philanthropist. …” 

http://blogs.cfr.org/asia/2016/06/20/namaste-world-india-amps-up-its-yoga-diplomacy/
http://www.bloomberg.org/press/releases/eighteen-countries-partnered-bloomberg-philanthropies-100m-data-health-initiative/?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=d4h18
http://www.bloomberg.org/press/releases/eighteen-countries-partnered-bloomberg-philanthropies-100m-data-health-initiative/?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=d4h18
http://www.bloomberg.org/press/releases/eighteen-countries-partnered-bloomberg-philanthropies-100m-data-health-initiative/?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=d4h18
http://www.baltimoresun.com/health/bs-hs-hopkins-bloomberg-professors-20160621-story.html
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Zika  

For the latest WHO Zika (et al) situation report (23 June), see here.  

Some key Zika-related news here already; the rest you find in the Zika section below. 

See also, for example, Cidrap News for Zika updates http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/infectious-disease-
topics/zika  

WHO (17 June) – Zika virus outbreak global response 

http://who.int/emergencies/zika-virus/response/en/  

From late last week. “WHO/PAHO and partners have set out their strategic response to Zika which 
will place a greater focus on preventing and managing medical complications caused by Zika virus 
infection. To date, US$121.9 million are necessary to effectively implement the Zika Strategic 
Response Plan, July 2016 to December 2017….”   See also Reuters.  

 (but see also Laurie Garrett’s tweet above) 

WHO – Brazil - Health Advice for Travellers to the 2016 Summer Olympic and 

Paralympic Games 

http://www.who.int/ith/updates/20160621/en/  

In case you want to go to Rio, unlike golf player Rory McIllroy.  (As you might have guessed, by now 
we think the Games “must go on”.  If you are not convinced yet, do read Don’t let Zika stop the 
Olympics in the Washington Post- by  Ashish K. Jha (Harvard)) 

NYT – Zika Deal in Congress Likely to Be Delayed Until After Recess 

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/06/23/us/politics/zika-congress-emergency-funding.html 

(23 June): “Emergency financing to fight the mosquito-borne Zika virus appeared likely to be delayed 
until after Congress returns from its Fourth of July recess, as Democrats on Wednesday sharply 
criticized a new Republican proposal to provide $1.1 billion, but with $750 million redirected from 
other federal programs.”    (see also Reuters - Republican lawmakers approve $1.1 billion in new Zika 
funds).  

A few more Zika related bits & pieces: 

FDA paves way for first human Zika vaccine trial  “In a first for Zika virus vaccine development, Inovio 
Pharmaceuticals announced today that it has received Food and Drug Administration (FDA) clearance 
to launch a phase 1 clinical trial of a DNA-based vaccine that it is developing with GeneOne Life 
Science….”  (see also The Guardian )  

http://www.who.int/emergencies/zika-virus/situation-report/23-june-2016/en/
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/infectious-disease-topics/zika
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/infectious-disease-topics/zika
http://who.int/emergencies/zika-virus/response/en/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-zika-who-idUSKCN0Z318P
http://www.who.int/ith/updates/20160621/en/
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/06/23/sports/golf/rory-mcilroy-olympics-zika.html?_r=0
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/dont-let-zika-stop-the-olympics/2016/06/17/374cddac-33e0-11e6-8758-d58e76e11b12_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/dont-let-zika-stop-the-olympics/2016/06/17/374cddac-33e0-11e6-8758-d58e76e11b12_story.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/06/23/us/politics/zika-congress-emergency-funding.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-zika-usa-idUSKCN0Z82WZ
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-zika-usa-idUSKCN0Z82WZ
http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2016/06/fda-paves-way-first-human-zika-vaccine-trial
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jun/20/human-testing-experimental-zika-vaccine-virus
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Scientists Make Impressive Steps Toward Zika Vaccine  “Researchers from the University of Texas 
Medical Branch at Galveston were able to genetically clone the Zika virus, which is a major step 
toward the eventual production of a vaccine.” 

And Bill Gates wants modified mosquitos to fight malaria, zika, dengue   He thinks it’s feasible in 
less than five years. 

International journal for equity in health (Commentary) – 
Fair publication of qualitative research in health systems: a 
call by health policy and systems researchers 

Karen Daniels et al (on behalf of 170 co-signatories); 

http://equityhealthj.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12939-016-0368-y  

This letter was apparently quite swiftly rejected by the BMJ (who said they were basically ‘done with 
the issue’) – which probably proves the case these researchers are making.  

This was the backdrop of the letter: “An open letter from Trisha Greenhalgh et al. to the editors of 
the British Medical Journal (BMJ) triggered wide debate by health policy and systems researchers 
(HPSRs) globally on the inadequate recognition of the value of qualitative research and the resulting 
deficit in publishing papers reporting on qualitative research. One key dimension of equity in health is 
that researchers are able to disseminate their findings and that they are taken into account in a fair 
and just manner, so that they can inform health policy and programmes. The Greenhalgh et al. letter 
and editorial responses were actively discussed within “SHAPES”, a thematic group within Health 
Systems Global, focused on Social Science approaches for research and engagement in health policy 
& systems (http://healthsystemsglobal.org/twg-group/6/Social-science-approaches-for-research-
and-engagement-in-health-policy-amp-systems/ ) and within EQUINET, a regional network working 
on health equity research in East and Southern Africa (www.equinetafrica.org). Our discussion 
precipitated in this follow up open letter/commentary, which has 170 co-signatories. Collectively, we 
feel that barriers to publication of qualitative research limit publication of many exemplary 
studies, and their contribution to understanding important dimensions of health care, services, 
policies and systems. …”. 

Quite some EV4GH also signed the letter.  

International Widows’ Day - 23 June 

http://www.un.org/en/events/widowsday/  

“Absent in statistics, unnoticed by researchers, neglected by national and local authorities and mostly 
overlooked by civil society organizations – the situation of widows is, in effect, invisible. Yet abuse of 
widows and their children constitutes one of the most serious violations of human rights and 
obstacles to development today. Millions of the world’s widows endure extreme poverty, ostracism, 
violence, homelessness, ill health and discrimination in law and custom. To give special recognition to 

http://newswire.net/newsroom/news/00092949-scientists-make-impressive-steps-toward-zika-vaccine.html
http://www.zika-news.com/link.php?url=http://www.smh.com.au/world/bill-gates-wants-modified-mosquitos-to-fight-malaria-zika-dengue-20160617-gplc6y.html&title=Bill+Gates+wants+modified+mosquitos+to+fight+malaria,+zika,+dengue&utm_content=buffer367b4&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
http://equityhealthj.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12939-016-0368-y
http://healthsystemsglobal.org/twg-group/6/Social-science-approaches-for-research-and-engagement-in-health-policy-amp-systems/
http://healthsystemsglobal.org/twg-group/6/Social-science-approaches-for-research-and-engagement-in-health-policy-amp-systems/
http://www.un.org/en/events/widowsday/
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the situation of widows of all ages and across regions and cultures, the United Nations General 
Assembly declared 23 June 2011 as the first-ever International Widows’ Day, to be celebrated 
annually.” 

For an example of some of the abuse , see From cleaning corpses to sex with strangers, widow 
rituals fuel disease in Africa  (Thomson Reuters).  Across societies where the status of women is less 
than ideal, the status of widows, particularly poor, elderly widows is often even worse. Nearly 10% 
of widows worldwide live in sub-Saharan Africa. This piece offers a glimpse into the livelihood 
options and status of widows to coincide with the International Widows Day.  

TB 

The Lancet Infectious Diseases – Global burden of drug-resistant tuberculosis in 

children: a mathematical modelling study 

PJ Dodd et al; http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(16)30132-3/abstract  

Based on this study, they conclude: “Far more drug-resistant tuberculosis occurs in children than is 
diagnosed, and there is a large pool of drug-resistant infection. This finding has implications for 
approaches to empirical treatment and preventive therapy in some regions of the world.” 

Health & Human Rights journal (special section) – Tuberculosis and the Right to 

Health 

https://www.hhrjournal.org/  

As explained in the Editorial,  “This special section of Health and Human Rights Journal focuses much-
needed attention on tuberculosis (TB) and human rights—particularly the right to health.” 

Lancet (Comment) – Alcohol and the Sustainable 
Development Goals 

J Collin et al; http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(16)30827-3/fulltext  

“The inclusion of a focus on alcohol consumption within the SDGs illustrates the increased diversity of 
the new global development agenda. Recognition of alcohol as a development issue reflects its 
multiple social and economic impacts as well as the 3·3 million annual deaths, or 5·9% of all global 
deaths, that result from its consumption. SDG 3.5 aims to “strengthen prevention and treatment of 
substance abuse, including narcotic drug abuse and harmful use of alcohol”. Considerable advances 
in alcohol policy will be necessary to achieve this and other SDG targets, including the reduction of 
premature mortality from non-communicable diseases by a third by 2030. However, core elements 
of the SDGs could threaten such necessary policy advances.  ….”  (must-read) 

http://news.trust.org/item/20160622000428-qy6uw/?source=hpHeadlineStory
http://news.trust.org/item/20160622000428-qy6uw/?source=hpHeadlineStory
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(16)30132-3/abstract
https://www.hhrjournal.org/
https://www.hhrjournal.org/2016/06/editorial-developing-a-human-rights-based-approach-to-tuberculosis/
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(16)30827-3/fulltext
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Lancet – Offline: The pleasures of being an academic 

Richard Horton; http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(16)30858-
3/fulltext  

Well –recommended – for everybody working in academia. “The case against modern university life 
has never been stronger. In his new book, Les Back, a Professor of Sociology at Goldsmiths, University 
of London, describes the predicaments of surviving within today's “neoliberal university”. Academic 
Diary (Goldsmiths Press, 2016) is his report from the frontlines of higher education in Britain.”  Yet, 
despite all this, “…amid these reflections on decline, something quite remarkable emerges. Back is 
not telling a story of failure at all. He is writing a manifesto for why the university matters so much. 
His book is a magnificent tract of resistance. It is not a survival or self-help guide, but a treatise on 
the remoralisation of the university. He writes about the “resurrection of hopes”. The sense each 
day that another kind of university is possible, one where students and faculty think together, exhibit 
ideas, and foster “a critical imagination that is truly global and cosmopolitan in reach”. …”  

(In short: If we didn’t live in neoliberal times, I would read the book ) 

 

Zika 

Reuters – Zika’s impact on children will require new medical 
approach: expert 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-zika-children-idUSKCN0Z61S6  

“The spread of Zika virus through the Americas is likely to affect tens of thousands of children with a 
wide range of neurological and psychiatric problems in the next year, requiring a new approach to 
their care, a leading U.S. disease expert said on Monday. Dr. Peter Hotez, of the National School of 
Tropical Medicine at Baylor College of Medicine, wrote in the medical journal JAMA Pediatrics that a 
host of pediatric specialists, including neurologists and experts in rehabilitation medicine "will need 
to mobilize quickly to get ahead of this fast-moving train." 

NEJM (Correspondence to the editor) – Requests for Abortion 
in Latin America Related to Concern about Zika Virus 
Exposure 

A Aiken et al; http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc1605389?query=featured_home  

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(16)30858-3/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(16)30858-3/fulltext
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-zika-children-idUSKCN0Z61S6
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc1605389?query=featured_home
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“With the rapid emergence of Zika virus throughout Latin America and its association with 
microcephaly, requests for access to abortion medications through online telemedicine have 
increased in countries where access to safe abortion is not universally available. » 

See also Sarah Boseley in the Guardian Abortion demand soars in countries hit by Zika outbreak, 
study finds.  

 

Global health events 

UN meeting on global health crises 

UN News – Ban underlines progress towards strengthening responses to global 

health crises 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54270#.V2j0c_mLQdV  

(20 June) “With the continued increase in the number and gravity of health emergencies globally, the 
international community must continue to work towards charting a path for how nations and 
communities can proactively prepare for and respond to such challenges in the future, UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon emphasized [today]. “…   “…. at the opening of an informal meeting of the 
Assembly at UN Headquarters in New York, during which he briefed on his report, Strengthening 
the global health architecture: implementation of the recommendations of the High-level Panel on 
the Global Response to Health Crises. In his briefing, Mr. Ban highlighted that he commissioned the 
high-level panel in April 2015 to make recommendations on how to strengthen national and 
international systems to prevent and manage future health crises. In its report released this past 
February, the panel set out 27 recommendations for national, regional and international action, 
which stressed that making health systems stronger and being better prepared for health 
emergencies needs innovative research and development, adequate financing and support through 
development programming, the UN chief said. “… … “I intend to be fully engaged in the 
implementation of the panel’s recommendations as they relate to the UN system,” he added. For 
that reason, Mr. Ban said he had established a Global Health Crises Task Force to monitor, 
coordinate and support the follow-up and implementation of the panel’s recommendations. The task 
force is being led by Deputy Secretary-General Jan Eliasson, who will be supported by Dr. David 
Nabarro, the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
and climate change. The task force’s co-leads are Dr. Margaret Chan, the Director-General of the 
World Health Organization (WHO), and Dr. Jim Yong Kim, President of the World Bank Group. …”. 
And yes, Ban already sees some progress on some of the HL panel’s key recommendations. 

See also Experts only beginning to grasp the damage from the Zika virus  (AP – also on this UN 
meeting)  “"It is my analysis that we're at the beginning of a really challenging new outbreak with 
probably substantial impacts that are not fully understood by the world as a whole, even by those 
who are experts in bio-medical research," said Dr. David Nabarro, a special adviser to U.N. Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon on health issues.” 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jun/22/abortion-information-zika-virus-birth-defects-latin-america-study
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jun/22/abortion-information-zika-virus-birth-defects-latin-america-study
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=54270#.V2j0c_mLQdV
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/UN_UNITED_NATIONS_ZIKA?SITE=AP&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
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Xinhua - China, U.S. vow continued support to 
operationalization of Africa CDC 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2016-06/17/c_135443093.htm  

From late last week  (16 June). “A tripartite meeting involving the African Union (AU), China and the 
U.S. has deliberated on the cooperation towards the operationalization of the African Center for 
Disease Control (CDC). The tripartite meeting was held on Thursday at the AU Headquarters in 
Ethiopia's capital Addis Ababa, whereby it emphasized on the need to further strengthen 
cooperation to early operationalization of the Africa CDC.” 

Coming up: 

The Lancet Series on Universal Health Coverage: Markets, Profit and the Public 
Good   (27 June) 

  
On June 27th, The Lancet is launching a series titled 'Universal Health Coverage: 
Markets, Profit and the Public Good', edited by Kara Hanson and Barbara McPake. There will be a 
launch event at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. 

2016 Joint Learning Network Global Meeting  (Kuala Lumpur, July 20-22) 

http://www.jointlearningnetwork.org/events/jln-global-meeting-building-strong-systems-to-

achieve-universal-health-cove  

“The JLN, in partnership with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the Malaysian Ministry of Health, 
World Bank, USAID/Health Financing and Governance Project, and other development partners, will 
bring together practitioners and policymakers from all 25 Full and Associate member countries in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia from July 20-22, 2016 to share learning around the successes and problem-
solve around the challenges of implementing health financing and service delivery to expand 
coverage and promote primary health care oriented UHC.” 

(1st) High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) on sustainable development: 11-20 July in 
NY 

The High-level Political Forum (HLPF) on Sustainable Development is the main platform for follow-up 
and review of the 2030 Agenda. You find the Zero draft (20 June) here.  “Ministerial Declaration of 
the 2016 High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development convened under the auspices of the 
Economic and Social Council on the theme “Ensuring than no one is left behind”” 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2016-06/17/c_135443093.htm
http://pshealth.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6849f78b83f8a45bfc0742f5e&id=95be076a28&e=33edbe60c4
http://www.jointlearningnetwork.org/events/jln-global-meeting-building-strong-systems-to-achieve-universal-health-cove
http://www.jointlearningnetwork.org/events/jln-global-meeting-building-strong-systems-to-achieve-universal-health-cove
https://ncdalliance.org/sites/default/files/HLPF_2016_outcome_zero_draft_20_June.pdf
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Global governance of health 

Habitat III –revised draft  (as of 18 June): on the new urban 
agenda 

https://www.habitat3.org/bitcache/462d74cfb2e04878ff43c8fcca48037daf73d84f?vid=582559&dis

position=inline&op=view  

Habitat III, a UN conference scheduled once every 20 years to establish priorities for sustainable 
urbanisation, will take place in Quito, Ecuador from 17-20 October. This is the current zero draft. 

As the NCD Alliance noted earlier this week, “To date, the focus on health in discussions and official 
documents has been dangerously low. The NCD Alliance, in collaboration with other civil society 
organisations is developing joint recommendations for health-specific language to be included in the 
New Urban Agenda. “  It’s already a bit better in the new zero draft, apparently.  

So the SDGs are agreed – What now? 

Claire Melamed https://theright2happiness.wordpress.com/2016/06/21/so-the-sdgs-are-agreed-

what-now/  

As always, recommended. “Nation states will have an increasing role in implementing SDGs, so 
campaigners should focus on ‘the national’ rather than the global.” Claire Melamed also looks ahead 
to the HLPF. 

Policy integration: don’t break down those silos just yet 

Asa Person ; http://deliver2030.org/?p=6996  

Recommended, smart blog post. « Policy integration has become one of the buzzwords of Agenda 
2030. It has long been a “holy grail” for governments – really since the limits of the ideal bureaucracy 
envisaged by Max Weber and company became apparent. Basically, policy integration means a way 
of organizing policy processes that resolves conflicts and inconsistencies between diverse policy 
goals, and exploits synergies. Agenda 2030, with its set of deeply interlinked SDGs, has only stoked 
interest in policy integration. As a social scientist … … I had a chance to reflect on my own views. I 
realized that while I do believe in the search for “rational” integrated policy solutions, and value the 
progress made, I can’t help thinking we’re in danger of getting carried away. Before “break the silos” 
becomes the Eleventh Commandment, a few things are worth remembering….” 

https://www.habitat3.org/bitcache/462d74cfb2e04878ff43c8fcca48037daf73d84f?vid=582559&disposition=inline&op=view
https://www.habitat3.org/bitcache/462d74cfb2e04878ff43c8fcca48037daf73d84f?vid=582559&disposition=inline&op=view
https://ncdalliance.org/news-events/news/habitat-iii-we-need-your-support-to-include-health-in-the-new-urban-agenda
https://ncdalliance.org/news-events/news/habitat-iii-we-need-your-support-to-include-health-in-the-new-urban-agenda
https://ncdalliance.org/news-events/news/habitat-iii-we-need-your-support-to-include-health-in-the-new-urban-agenda
https://ncdalliance.org/news-events/news/habitat-iii-we-need-your-support-to-include-health-in-the-new-urban-agenda
https://theright2happiness.wordpress.com/2016/06/21/so-the-sdgs-are-agreed-what-now/
https://theright2happiness.wordpress.com/2016/06/21/so-the-sdgs-are-agreed-what-now/
http://deliver2030.org/?p=6996
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BSR – A First Look at How Companies Are Responding to the 
SDGs 

S Enright et al; http://www.bsr.org/en/our-insights/blog-view/a-first-look-at-how-companies-are-
responding-to-the-sdgs 

“With less than a year since the adoption of the SDGs, companies have already begun to 
take[trademark] bold steps forward on this shared global agenda. In April 2016, BSR partnered with 
the UN Global Compact to gain a greater understanding of how companies participating in the 
Global Compact LEAD initiative are aligning with the SDGs, with a particular focus on core business 
initiatives. Global Compact LEAD is a group of cross-sector global companies working to advance 
corporate sustainability. LEAD companies have also contributed to the development of resources and 
tools to help businesses implement the SDGs, such as the SDG Compass and the SDG Industry Matrix. 
In our review, we found that companies recognize that contributing to the SDGs is not only a 
responsibility, but also a business opportunity. They are taking steps to integrate the goals into their 
core business through collaboration inside the business and across industries and sectors. Our 
assessment surfaced five key insights:….” 

(So all is going well in bold, daring & entrepreneurial business SDG land – you wonder why the world 
is in currently such a mess) 

PS: the UN Global Compact Leaders Summit 2016 took place in NY (22-23 June), this week.  

Read also Elevating Health at the United Nations Global Compact  (by Derek Yach et al)  

International Rescue committee - The Ebola Lessons Reader 
What’s being said, what’s missing and why it matters 

http://www.rescue.org/sites/default/files/resource-

file/The%20Ebola%20Lessons%20Reader_Lowres.pdf  

From March 2016. But as Robert Marten noted, well worth (re-)reading. “A comprehensive review of 
Ebola reports offer valuable solutions, but they also perpetuate problems by ignoring fundamental 
realities.” 

GFO (new issue)   

http://www.aidspan.org/node/3794?pk_campaign=email-attrib-Word-PDF-download&pk_kwd=gfo-

issue-290  

The new issue includes, among others,  David Garmaise’s analysis of the UN Political declaration, 
see U.N. political declaration on HIV contains bold goals, but key populations excluded.  

http://www.bsr.org/en/our-insights/blog-view/a-first-look-at-how-companies-are-responding-to-the-sdgs
http://www.bsr.org/en/our-insights/blog-view/a-first-look-at-how-companies-are-responding-to-the-sdgs
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/take-action/events/411-un-global-compact-leaders-summit-2016
http://sharedvalue.org/groups/elevating-health-united-nations-global-compact
http://www.rescue.org/sites/default/files/resource-file/The%20Ebola%20Lessons%20Reader_Lowres.pdf
http://www.rescue.org/sites/default/files/resource-file/The%20Ebola%20Lessons%20Reader_Lowres.pdf
http://www.aidspan.org/node/3794?pk_campaign=email-attrib-Word-PDF-download&pk_kwd=gfo-issue-290
http://www.aidspan.org/node/3794?pk_campaign=email-attrib-Word-PDF-download&pk_kwd=gfo-issue-290
http://www.aidspan.org/gfo_article/un-political-declaration-hiv-contains-bold-goals-key-populations-excluded
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On the same topic, read also a rather scathing analysis (in Medium): Has UNAIDS Been Caught 
Napping? Look Who is Paying the Price for the UN’s Political Fence Sitting (by Mona Mishra) 

“…Two shockingly opposite statements have emerged after the adoption of the 2016 Political 
Declaration on HIV and AIDS by Member States of the UN at the recently concluded UN General 
Assembly Special Session last week. Michel Sidibe, Executive Director of UNAIDS, was quoted in the 
New York Times saying that he felt ‘the declaration was something to be proud of’. UNAIDS sees this 
Declaration as another victory in a complex political process which it was tasked with 20 years ago 
when it was established in 1996. Convening national governments and civil society, and building their 
capacities on issues related to HIV, has been the central mandate of UNAIDS. In sharp contrast, 
campaigners from across the world have called the Political Declaration a ‘high level failure’. In a 
scathing statement issued by the global coalitions of civil society organisations, reflecting their 
disbelief and anger at the fatal omissions, they further called it ‘a significant set-back’ and a ‘very 
weak’ Declaration….” 

PAHO/WHO – Special issue of PAHO journal spotlights efforts 
to improve regulation of medicines in the Americas 

http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=12206%3Apjph-efforts-
to-improve-regulation-of-medicines-in-the-americas&catid=1443%3Aweb-
bulletins&Itemid=135&lang=en  

“A special issue of the Pan American Journal of Public Health published by the Pan American Health 
Organization (PAHO) with the support of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), provides the 
latest scientific evidence on the regulation of medicines and other health technologies.” 

The National Academies (Report) – Exploring Shared Value in 
Global Health and Safety: Workshop Summary 

R Taylor et al; http://www.nationalacademies.org/hmd/Reports/2016/Exploring-Shared-Value-in-

Global-Health-and-Safety-WS.aspx  

“The National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine convened a workshop to explore 
the concept of shared value for global health and safety stakeholders in both the public and private 
sectors; roles, responsibilities, incentives, and opportunities for different stakeholders engaging in 
global health and safety initiatives in low- and middle-income countries; and the potential of 
partnerships and collaboration for improved outcomes for all stakeholders, including the 
communities they serve. Participants considered potential opportunities for creating shared value for 
all organizations, specifically the creation and impact of shared value through an organization’s core 
products and services, through employee health and wellness programs, and through community or 
population health investments. This report summarizes the presentations and discussions from the 
workshop.” 

 

https://medium.com/@monamishra/has-unaids-been-caught-napping-e22766eeb236#.vq1cfi1k1
https://medium.com/@monamishra/has-unaids-been-caught-napping-e22766eeb236#.vq1cfi1k1
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=12206%3Apjph-efforts-to-improve-regulation-of-medicines-in-the-americas&catid=1443%3Aweb-bulletins&Itemid=135&lang=en
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=12206%3Apjph-efforts-to-improve-regulation-of-medicines-in-the-americas&catid=1443%3Aweb-bulletins&Itemid=135&lang=en
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=12206%3Apjph-efforts-to-improve-regulation-of-medicines-in-the-americas&catid=1443%3Aweb-bulletins&Itemid=135&lang=en
http://www.nationalacademies.org/hmd/Reports/2016/Exploring-Shared-Value-in-Global-Health-and-Safety-WS.aspx
http://www.nationalacademies.org/hmd/Reports/2016/Exploring-Shared-Value-in-Global-Health-and-Safety-WS.aspx
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UHC 

IJHPM –Priority Setting for Universal Health Coverage: We 
Need Evidence-Informed Deliberative Processes, Not Just 
More Evidence on Cost-Effectiveness 

R Balthussen et al; http://www.ijhpm.com/article_3231_0.html  

“Priority setting of health interventions is generally considered as a valuable approach to support 
low- and middle-income countries (LMICs) in their strive for universal health coverage (UHC). 
However, present initiatives on priority setting are mainly geared towards the development of more 
cost-effectiveness information, and this evidence does not sufficiently support countries to make 
optimal choices. The reason is that priority setting is in reality a value-laden political process in which 
multiple criteria beyond cost-effectiveness are important, and stakeholders often justifiably disagree 
about the relative importance of these criteria. Here, we propose the use of ‘evidence-informed 
deliberative processes’ as an approach that does explicitly recognise priority setting as a political 
process and an intrinsically complex task. In these processes, deliberation between stakeholders is 
crucial to identify, reflect and learn about the meaning and importance of values, informed by 
evidence on these values. Such processes then result in the use of a broader range of explicit criteria 
that can be seen as the product of both international learning (‘core’ criteria, which include eg, cost-
effectiveness, priority to the worse off, and financial protection) and learning among local 
stakeholders (‘contextual’ criteria). We believe that, with these evidence-informed deliberative 
processes in place, priority setting can provide a more meaningful contribution to achieving UHC.” 

For the (probably few) fans of Paul Ryan among the readers of this newsletter, check out the GOP 
alternative to Obamacare. Published on 22 June:  A better way.  

 

Planetary health 

Reuters - Hidden harm: US healthcare emits more 
greenhouse gas than entire UK 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-hospitals-pollution-idUSKCN0Z82FR  

“If the U.S. healthcare sector were ranked as a nation, it would be the world’s 13th-largest emitter of 
greenhouse gases, more than all of the UK, a new study finds.” (based on a new study in Plos One) 

 

http://www.ijhpm.com/article_3231_0.html
http://abetterway.speaker.gov/_assets/pdf/ABetterWay-HealthCare-PolicyPaper.pdf
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-hospitals-pollution-idUSKCN0Z82FR
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Infectious diseases & NTDs 

Lancet (World Report) - WHO investigates mysterious 
outbreak in South Sudan 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(16)30890-X/fulltext  

“A WHO team has arrived in South Sudan to investigate a haemorrhagic fever outbreak in the north 
of the country, the cause of which remains unknown. Andrew Green reports.” 

Science Speaks – House subcommittee bill flat funds global 
HIV and TB 

http://sciencespeaksblog.org/2016/06/22/house-subcommittee-funding-bill-flat-funds-global-hiv-

includes-increases-for-some-global-health-programs/  

“In a year when global health leaders have projected a need to extend HIV and tuberculosis services 
to millions more people, a draft spending bill for the fiscal year beginning October 1 proposes 
keeping funding for global AIDS and tuberculosis programs and for the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria exactly where it is. The House State and Foreign Operations 
Appropriations Subcommittee bill  made public today, and scheduled for a vote by the House State 
and Foreign Operations Subcommittee Thursday, appears to include $5,670 billion for global AIDS —  
$4,320 billion for the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, $1,350 for the Global Fund to Fight 
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria and $45 million for the Joint United Nations Program on HIV/AIDS 
known as UNAIDS…” 

WHO – WHO confirms antiretroviral therapy reduces the risk 
of life-threatening HIV-related infections 

http://www.who.int/hiv/mediacentre/news/incidence-oi-impact-art-news/en/  

“Adults and children with HIV who start antiretroviral therapy (ART) as early as possible reduce their 
risk of developing serious HIV-related infections, according to new findings published in the journal 
Clinical Infectious Diseases on 15 June 2016.” 

China is bringing free antiviral therapy to all citizens living 
with HIV/AIDS, the top health authority said. 

http://iosnews.chinadaily.com.cn/newsdata/news//201606/18/402446/article.html  

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(16)30890-X/fulltext
http://sciencespeaksblog.org/2016/06/22/house-subcommittee-funding-bill-flat-funds-global-hiv-includes-increases-for-some-global-health-programs/
http://sciencespeaksblog.org/2016/06/22/house-subcommittee-funding-bill-flat-funds-global-hiv-includes-increases-for-some-global-health-programs/
http://www.who.int/hiv/mediacentre/news/incidence-oi-impact-art-news/en/
http://iosnews.chinadaily.com.cn/newsdata/news/201606/18/402446/article.html
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Following the US lead. Nowadays, it’s usually the other way around  (see ‘meat consumption’). 

WHO – Two cutting-edge technologies for HIV detection in 
infants receive WHO prequalification 

http://www.who.int/diagnostics_laboratory/cutting-edge-hiv-prequal/en/  

“Two innovative technologies for early infant diagnosis of HIV newly prequalified by WHO will allow 
many more infants to be diagnosed quickly and placed on life-saving treatment.” 

GF - Global Fund and Stop TB Partnership Sign Memorandum 
of Understanding with Global Drug Facility 

http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2016-06-

17_Global_Fund_and_Stop_TB_Partnership_Sign_Memorandum_of_Understanding_with_Global_D

rug_Facility/  

(17 June) “The Stop TB Partnership today signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Global 
Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria to optimize access to TB health products and 
pharmaceutical services in countries receiving Global Fund financing for TB.” 

AP – Drug-resistant malaria strain confined to to Asia: 
scientists 

https://www.yahoo.com/news/drug-resistant-malaria-strain-confined-asia-scientists-
002038295.html?ref=gs  

“A parasite resistant to the top anti-malaria drug is confined to Southeast Asia and has not yet 
spread to sub-Saharan Africa as feared, said researchers Wednesday. Scientists confirmed the 
containment by conducting the first global study that maps resistance to "artemisinin," currently the 
leading anti-malaria drug. An international consortium supported by the World Health Organization 
conducted the research in 59 endemic countries.” (aka the KARAMA study) 

http://www.who.int/diagnostics_laboratory/cutting-edge-hiv-prequal/en/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2016-06-17_Global_Fund_and_Stop_TB_Partnership_Sign_Memorandum_of_Understanding_with_Global_Drug_Facility/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2016-06-17_Global_Fund_and_Stop_TB_Partnership_Sign_Memorandum_of_Understanding_with_Global_Drug_Facility/
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2016-06-17_Global_Fund_and_Stop_TB_Partnership_Sign_Memorandum_of_Understanding_with_Global_Drug_Facility/
https://www.yahoo.com/news/drug-resistant-malaria-strain-confined-asia-scientists-002038295.html?ref=gs
https://www.yahoo.com/news/drug-resistant-malaria-strain-confined-asia-scientists-002038295.html?ref=gs


 

25 
 

NCDs 

Tobacco Control 

Africa health partners to collaborate in tobacco control http://citifmonline.com/2016/06/17/africa-

health-partners-to-collaborate-in-tobacco-control/  

(from last Friday, 17 June). A three-day national workshop on International Trade and Investment 
Law, Tobacco Control and Health started on Wednesday this week, in Accra, Ghana. The need for 
stakeholders in health to come together towards tobacco control in Africa was expressed by the 
Deputy Director of the Ghana Health Service, Mr. Yaw Brobbey-Mpiani at the inauguration. The call 
was made within the context of attempts to use International Trade Agreements to work around, or 
impede implementation of the WHO’s Framework Convention on Tobacco Control.  

Mental Health 

Mental Health Innovation Network (MHIN) – Maintaining the Momentum: Out of 

the Shadows  

F Baingana; http://www.mhinnovation.net/blog/2016/jun/15/maintaining-momentum-out-

shadows#.V2kBLPmLQdX 

Mental health got a slight boost this year the MHIN members participating at the World Bank-
International Monetary Fund Spring Meetings, with the event ‘Out of the Shadows: Making Mental 
Health a Global Priority.’ A brief recap of the decades of lobbying and advocacy to get mental health 
on the global health agenda, and finally in the SDGs.   

WHO – Data for Health Project: New data initiative helps 
Morocco lift lid on country’s risk factors for non-
communicable diseases  

http://www.who.int/features/2016/data-for-health/en/  

Quality data to inform decision making is always a constraint, especially in LMICs and particularly so 
in the case of NCDs. In an attempt to improve data for NCDs, the Data for Health project supported 
by Bloomberg Philanthropies and the Government of Australia is working with the ministries of 
health and partner organizations to conduct NCD household surveys using the STEPwise approach to 
surveillance (STEPS) in Morocco and Zambia initially. The objective is to strengthen health 
information systems (including collection) and also collect important baseline data on NCD-related 
issues. Mobile technologies will also be used. 

http://citifmonline.com/2016/06/17/africa-health-partners-to-collaborate-in-tobacco-control/
http://citifmonline.com/2016/06/17/africa-health-partners-to-collaborate-in-tobacco-control/
http://www.mhinnovation.net/blog/2016/jun/15/maintaining-momentum-out-shadows#.V2kBLPmLQdX
http://www.mhinnovation.net/blog/2016/jun/15/maintaining-momentum-out-shadows#.V2kBLPmLQdX
http://www.who.int/features/2016/data-for-health/en/
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Sexual & Reproductive / maternal, neonatal & child 
health 

Kaiser Family Foundation – The U.S. Government and Global 
Maternal & Child Health Efforts  

http://kff.org/global-health-policy/fact-sheet/the-u-s-government-and-global-maternal-and-child-

health/  

A summary and updated factsheet presenting an overview of maternal and child health (global) and 
the U.S. Government’s efforts to support maternal and child health.  
 

BMJ Global Health – A landscape analysis of universal health 
coverage for mothers and children in South Asia 

K Scammmel, M Chopra et al; http://gh.bmj.com/content/1/1/e000017  

“The United Nations made UHC a key health goal in 2012 and it is one of the SDG targets. This 
analysis focuses on UHC for mothers and children in the 8 countries of South Asia. A high level 
overview of coverage of selected maternal, newborn and child health services, equity, quality of care 
and financial risk protection is presented. Common barriers countries face in achieving UHC are 
discussed and solutions explored. In countries of South Asia, except Bhutan and Maldives, between 
42% and 67% of spending on health comes from out-of-pocket expenditure (OOPE) and government 
expenditure does not align with political aspirations. Even where reported coverage of services is 
good, quality of care is often low and the poorest fare worst. There are strong examples of ongoing 
successes in countries such as Bhutan, the Maldives and Sri Lanka. Related to this success are factors 
such as lower OOPE and higher spending on health. To make progress in achieving UHC, financial 
and non-financial barriers to accessing and receiving high-quality healthcare need to be reduced, the 
amount of investment in essential health services needs to be increased and allocation of resources 
must disproportionately benefit the poorest.” 

Family Planning  

Guardian – The Guardian view on family planning: the unsung human right 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/jun/21/the-guardian-view-on-family-planning-

the-unsung-human-right  

An interesting argument and rationale to invest more in enabling access to contraception and family 
planning or women and children. Poor awareness, social and cultural taboos, limited social and 
financial autonomy and a number of other social, economic and health system reasons mean that 
access to contraceptives is still a challenge.  

http://kff.org/global-health-policy/fact-sheet/the-u-s-government-and-global-maternal-and-child-health/
http://kff.org/global-health-policy/fact-sheet/the-u-s-government-and-global-maternal-and-child-health/
http://gh.bmj.com/content/1/1/e000017
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/jun/21/the-guardian-view-on-family-planning-the-unsung-human-right
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/jun/21/the-guardian-view-on-family-planning-the-unsung-human-right
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Kaiser Family Foundation – The U.S. Government and International Family 

Planning & Reproductive Health Efforts  

http://kff.org/global-health-policy/fact-sheet/the-u-s-government-and-international-family-

planning-and-reproductive-health/  

Updated fact sheet on the U.S. Government’s response to the challenge of family planning and 
reproductive health efforts globally. The fact sheet also gives an snapshot of FP/RH at the global 
level.  

The Guardian – Head of UN Women vows to tackle laws 
blocking women's economic progress  

http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/jun/21/head-un-women-tackle-laws-

blocking-womens-economic-progress-phumzile-mlambo-ngcuka?CMP=twt_a-global-

development_b-gdndevelopment  

A global action plan to address legislative and other aspects of women’s economic empowerment by 
2030 will see the light in September. Executive director of UN Women, Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka 
already emphasised some highlights including the focus on the informal sector.  

Female Genital Mutilation  

The Economist – An Agonising Choice  

http://www.economist.com/news/leaders/21700658-after-30-years-attempts-eradicate-barbaric-

practice-it-continues-time-try-new 

We reported on this (by now notorious) article a few weeks ago. Now it’s freely available (unlike 
then). In the article which many consider has the potential of undoing the painstaking work to 
protect girls and women from FGM, the Economist argues for ‘harm reduction,’ leaving many health 
professionals, researchers and activists concerned about its impact on the work undertaken so far. 
(see below) 

Orchid Project - Call on The Economist to retract irresponsible FGM/C position 

https://www.change.org/p/zanny-minton-beddoes-call-on-the-economist-to-retract-irresponsible-

fgm-c-

position?recruiter=558229673&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=twitter&utm_campaign

=share_twitter_responsive and https://orchidproject.org/  

A rapid response to the above-mentioned Economist article; the Orchid Project brings attention to 
the potential negative, if unintended, impact of the Economist article and launches an online 
petition calling on the publication to retract its position. The argument, “a discussion of the actual 
content of this article reveals numerous flaws in its logic. The main issue here is the promotion of the 

http://kff.org/global-health-policy/fact-sheet/the-u-s-government-and-international-family-planning-and-reproductive-health/
http://kff.org/global-health-policy/fact-sheet/the-u-s-government-and-international-family-planning-and-reproductive-health/
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/jun/21/head-un-women-tackle-laws-blocking-womens-economic-progress-phumzile-mlambo-ngcuka?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/jun/21/head-un-women-tackle-laws-blocking-womens-economic-progress-phumzile-mlambo-ngcuka?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/jun/21/head-un-women-tackle-laws-blocking-womens-economic-progress-phumzile-mlambo-ngcuka?CMP=twt_a-global-development_b-gdndevelopment
http://www.economist.com/news/leaders/21700658-after-30-years-attempts-eradicate-barbaric-practice-it-continues-time-try-new
http://www.economist.com/news/leaders/21700658-after-30-years-attempts-eradicate-barbaric-practice-it-continues-time-try-new
https://www.change.org/p/zanny-minton-beddoes-call-on-the-economist-to-retract-irresponsible-fgm-c-position?recruiter=558229673&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=twitter&utm_campaign=share_twitter_responsive
https://www.change.org/p/zanny-minton-beddoes-call-on-the-economist-to-retract-irresponsible-fgm-c-position?recruiter=558229673&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=twitter&utm_campaign=share_twitter_responsive
https://www.change.org/p/zanny-minton-beddoes-call-on-the-economist-to-retract-irresponsible-fgm-c-position?recruiter=558229673&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=twitter&utm_campaign=share_twitter_responsive
https://www.change.org/p/zanny-minton-beddoes-call-on-the-economist-to-retract-irresponsible-fgm-c-position?recruiter=558229673&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=twitter&utm_campaign=share_twitter_responsive
https://orchidproject.org/
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idea that a less severe form of cutting is acceptable. Orchid Project firmly believes that any form of 
female genital cutting, no matter its severity, is a human rights violation and an act of violence 
against women and girls.”  You find the petition here.  

 

Human resources for health 

REACHOUT (blog) - Exploring lessons learnt from Close-to-
Community Health Worker Programmes: A symposium 

http://reachoutconsortium.org/news/exploring-lessons-learnt-from-close-to-community-health-

worker-programmes-a-symposium/  

“On 12 June 2016, REACHOUT team members from all six of its working countries came under one 
roof for a symposium on ‘Strategies for Optimizing Close To Community (CTC) Worker Programmes to 
Create more Resilient and Responsive Health Systems’. As part of a larger consortium of eight 
partners, the sixth consortium meeting was held in Bangladesh from 6-15 June, hosted by the 
REACHOUT Bangladesh team, at Brac University’s James P Grant School of Public Health (JPGSPH).” 

Miscellaneous 

TMIH (Editorial) – Promoting synergies between clinical 
medicine and public health 

D Maher et al; http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.12733/abstract  

The introductory paragraph of this article had us hooked, “…public health is the poor cousin of 
clinical medicine, regarded as best worthy but dull and at worst lacking in intellectual merit – it’s not 
brain surgery”. Mutual benefits and scope of synergies between clinical medicine and public health.  

HSG skills Twitter chat 

As the Fourth Global Symposium on Health Systems Research nears, efforts to engage new and 
veteran participants via social media have begun. Click for tips on how to make the most of the 
Symposium for the fledgling, emerging and veteran participants of HSR 2016, indeed any 
conference.  

https://www.change.org/p/zanny-minton-beddoes-call-on-the-economist-to-retract-irresponsible-fgm-c-position?recruiter=558229673&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=twitter&utm_campaign=share_twitter_responsive
http://reachoutconsortium.org/news/exploring-lessons-learnt-from-close-to-community-health-worker-programmes-a-symposium/
http://reachoutconsortium.org/news/exploring-lessons-learnt-from-close-to-community-health-worker-programmes-a-symposium/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tmi.12733/abstract
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Storify’s of Day I: ://storify.com/H_S_Global/hsgskills-twitter-campaign and Day II: 

https://storify.com/H_S_Global/hsgskills-day-2-twitter-campaign  

FT – Financial engineering helps fight cancer and climate 
change 

https://next.ft.com/content/f34cc29c-1860-11e6-b197-a4af20d5575e  

Can the principles of financial theory be applied to healthcare? Insights into the potential of this 
discipline which traditionally deals in risk management and financial payoffs for health. 

Cambridge University Press: Global Health, Epidemiology 
and Genomics – Women and global health: a personal view  

J. A. Whitworth; 

http://journals.cambridge.org/download.php?file=%2FGHG%2FGHG1%2FS2054420016000063a.pdf

&code=7d3c1accc3a74af214e1b68b258da7cd  

Even as women form the majority students in global health programs and are an integral part of the 
health workforce, including at the community level, their representation in leadership positions 
drops sharply, with less than 25% of leadership roles occupied by women. Whitworth comments, “In 
my lifetime, we have made great strides forward in gender equity. I believe we will do much more in 
my daughter’s lifetime. Global health will be all the stronger for it.” 

Also see the link for a call for papers which focus on gender balance in global health research 
http://journals.cambridge.org/images/fileUpload/documents/GHG_Call_for_papers_-
_women_in_global_health_v3.pdf  

United Nations University – Role of economists in policy-
making 

M Aluwahla; https://www.wider.unu.edu/publication/role-economists-policy-making  

A working paper reviewing the areas in which economics plays a role in policy making. Examples 
including quantification of “objectives set by political processes, formulation of macroeconomic 
policy” and others.  

https://storify.com/H_S_Global/hsgskills-twitter-campaign
https://storify.com/H_S_Global/hsgskills-day-2-twitter-campaign
https://next.ft.com/content/f34cc29c-1860-11e6-b197-a4af20d5575e
http://journals.cambridge.org/download.php?file=%2FGHG%2FGHG1%2FS2054420016000063a.pdf&code=7d3c1accc3a74af214e1b68b258da7cd
http://journals.cambridge.org/download.php?file=%2FGHG%2FGHG1%2FS2054420016000063a.pdf&code=7d3c1accc3a74af214e1b68b258da7cd
http://journals.cambridge.org/images/fileUpload/documents/GHG_Call_for_papers_-_women_in_global_health_v3.pdf
http://journals.cambridge.org/images/fileUpload/documents/GHG_Call_for_papers_-_women_in_global_health_v3.pdf
https://www.wider.unu.edu/publication/role-economists-policy-making
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Oxford Review of Economic Policy – The economics of global 
health: an assessment 

Andrew K Farlow; http://m.oxrep.oxfordjournals.org/content/32/1/1.full.pdf  

This edition of the Oxford Review of Economic Policy brings together 28 economists working on 
different aspects of global health economics to address three questions “how do we build better, 
more equitable health systems? how are ‘global commons’ health problems to be overcome? and 
how might we improve evaluation and priority setting in global health?”  (see also last week’s IHP 
newsletter) 

Japan to slow down on foreign aid after S$27b splurge last 
year 

http://www.todayonline.com/world/asia/japan-slow-down-foreign-aid-after-s27b-splurge-last-year  

The Japan International Co-operation Agency (Jica) indicates a need and move towards a slower, 
more focused pace of lending towards sustainability and balance with Japan’s public finances.  

The Atlantic –  Why Hasn't Disease Wiped out the Human 
Race? 

A Adalja; http://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2016/06/infectious-diseases-

extinction/487514/  

“When people ask me if I’m worried about infectious diseases, they’re often not asking about the 
threat to human lives; they’re asking about the threat to human life.” perhaps the fear of an 
apocalyptic end of the human species is unwarranted as humanity survived and flourished even after  
incredibly brutal epidemics such as the more recent 1918 influenza epidemic. “I’m not afraid of this 
apocalyptic scenario, but I do understand the impulse. Worry about the end is a quintessentially 
human trait. Thankfully, so is our resilience.”  

Foreign Policy – USAID should become the department of 
nation-building 

M Boot et al; http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/06/22/usaid-should-become-the-department-of-

nation-building/  

A controversial stance. 

http://m.oxrep.oxfordjournals.org/content/32/1/1.full.pdf
http://www.todayonline.com/world/asia/japan-slow-down-foreign-aid-after-s27b-splurge-last-year
http://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2016/06/infectious-diseases-extinction/487514/
http://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2016/06/infectious-diseases-extinction/487514/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/06/22/usaid-should-become-the-department-of-nation-building/
http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/06/22/usaid-should-become-the-department-of-nation-building/
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For more on USAID, see also Devex - USAID inches closer to local spending goal.  

Guardian – Why the UK needs a stronger legal framework for 
aid spending 

D Cullen et al; http://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-

network/2016/jun/19/uk-needs-stronger-legal-framework-aid-spending?CMP=share_btn_tw  

“To silence aid sceptics, the UK needs to strengthen legislation to meet a rapidly shifting aid 
landscape, but where should it start?”    

“…Faced with this vocal opposition, development experts have so far shied away from looking 
critically at aid spending. Instead they have focused on the positive impact of aid. But to be able to 
make a strong case for aid, its advocates also need to pay close attention to the detail of aid 
governance. “ 

Project Syndicate – Could a Basic Income Help Poor 
Countries? 

P Bardhan; https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/developing-country-basic-income-by-

pranab-bardhan-2016-06  

Interesting question – so far, the focus in this debate was on advanced countries, as you know. 

Le Monde Diplomatique (English edition) - Who will be the 
next UN secretary-general? 

S Tharoor; http://mondediplo.com/2016/06/14unsecretary  

“Whoever succeeds Ban Ki-moon at the United Nations will face the same frustrations as his or her 
predecessors — authority without decisive power.” 

https://www.devex.com/news/usaid-inches-closer-to-local-spending-goal-88254
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/2016/jun/19/uk-needs-stronger-legal-framework-aid-spending?CMP=share_btn_tw
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/2016/jun/19/uk-needs-stronger-legal-framework-aid-spending?CMP=share_btn_tw
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/developing-country-basic-income-by-pranab-bardhan-2016-06
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/developing-country-basic-income-by-pranab-bardhan-2016-06
http://mondediplo.com/2016/06/14unsecretary
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Emerging Voices 

IHP – The 10th European Development Days: great 
discussions against a sombre European and global backdrop 

Radhika Arora (EV 2012) & Fahdi Dkhimi ; http://www.internationalhealthpolicies.org/the-10th-

european-development-days-great-discussions-against-a-sombre-european-and-global-backdrop/  

Account & impressions of the past EDD in Brussels, with some key trends. One of the key trends was 
clearly that health is just one of the SDGs now – and the event made that quite clear. But there were 
many other trends & buzzwords. 

BMJ Global Health – Out of control: profit-seeking behaviour, 
unnecessary medical procedures and rising costs of private 
medical care in South Africa 

Shakira Choonara (EV 2014) et al; http://gh.bmj.com/content/1/1/e000013  

« The World Health Assembly passed a resolution on the importance of engaging with the private 
health sector. However, the reality is that universal health coverage aspirations are particularly 
challenging when there is a significant private health sector. This sector in South Africa suffers from 
rapidly increasing costs, inflation and volume of services (unnecessary medical tests or treatments). 
This commentary draws on the international literature, particularly the Japanese model of 
healthcare, to illustrate that it is necessary and possible to curtail costs and volume in the private 
sector in South Africa, and possibly in other low-income and middle-income settings. » 

Global Health Action – Are health workers motivated by 
income? Job motivation of Cambodian primary health 
workers implementing PBF 

K Khim (EV 2010); http://www.globalhealthaction.net/index.php/gha/article/view/31068  

“Financial incentives are widely used in performance-based financing (PBF) schemes, but their 
contribution to health workers’ incomes and job motivation is poorly understood. Cambodia 
undertook health sector reform from the middle of 2009 and PBF was employed as a part of the 
reform process. This study examines job motivation for primary health workers (PHWs) under PBF 
reform in Cambodia and assesses the relationship between job motivation and income….” 

 

http://www.internationalhealthpolicies.org/the-10th-european-development-days-great-discussions-against-a-sombre-european-and-global-backdrop/
http://www.internationalhealthpolicies.org/the-10th-european-development-days-great-discussions-against-a-sombre-european-and-global-backdrop/
http://gh.bmj.com/content/1/1/e000013
http://www.globalhealthaction.net/index.php/gha/article/view/31068
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Research  

Social Science & Medicine - Growth of health maintenance 
organisations in Nigeria and the potential for a role in 
promoting universal coverage efforts 

C Onoka, K Hanson & A Mills; 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0277953616302994  

“There has been growing interest in the potential for private health insurance (PHI) and private 
organisations to contribute to universal health coverage (UHC). Yet evidence from low and middle 
income countries remains very thin. This paper examines the evolution of health maintenance 
organisations (HMOs) in Nigeria, the nature of the PHI plans and social health insurance (SHI) 
programmes and their performance, and the implications of their business practices for providing PHI 
and UHC-related SHI programmes. …” 

International Journal for Equity in health - Financial access to 
health care for older people in Cambodia: 10-year trends 
(2004-14) and determinants of catastrophic health expenses 

B Jacobs et al; http://equityhealthj.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12939-016-0383-z  

“Older people make up an increasing proportion of the population in low- and middle-income 
countries. This brings a number of challenges, as their health needs are greater than, and different 
from, those of younger people. In general, these health systems are not geared to address their 
needs, and traditional support systems tend to erode, potentially causing financial hardship when 
accessing health care. This paper provides an overview of older Cambodians’ financial access to 
health care over time, using nationally representative data to enable the formulation of appropriate 
responses….” 

UNDP Policy in focus – Health policy in emerging economies: 
innovations and challenges  

http://www.ipc-
undp.org/pub/eng/PIF35_Health_policy_in_emerging_economies_innovations_and_challenges.pdf  

Check it out. 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0277953616302994
http://equityhealthj.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12939-016-0383-z
http://www.ipc-undp.org/pub/eng/PIF35_Health_policy_in_emerging_economies_innovations_and_challenges.pdf
http://www.ipc-undp.org/pub/eng/PIF35_Health_policy_in_emerging_economies_innovations_and_challenges.pdf
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Global health action (Review article) – Health in climate 
change research from 1990 to 2014: positive trend, but still 
underperforming 

G Verner et al; http://www.globalhealthaction.net/index.php/gha/article/view/30723  

“Climate change has been recognized as both one of the biggest threats and the biggest 
opportunities for global health in the 21st century. This trend review seeks to assess and 
characterize the amount and type of scientific literature on the link between climate change and 
human health….” 

Globalization & Health – Local and foreign authorship of 
maternal health interventional research in low- and middle-
income countries: systematic mapping of publications 2000–
2012 

M Chersich et al; http://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-016-
0172-x  

“Researchers in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs) are under-represented in scientific 
literature. Mapping of authorship of articles can provide an assessment of data ownership and 
research capacity in LMICs over time and identify variations between different settings. Systematic 
mapping of maternal health interventional research in LMICs from 2000 to 2012, comparing country 
of study and of affiliation of first authors. Studies on health systems or promotion; community-based 
activities; and haemorrhage, hypertension, HIV/STIs and malaria were included….” 

 

 

http://www.globalhealthaction.net/index.php/gha/article/view/30723
http://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-016-0172-x
http://globalizationandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12992-016-0172-x

